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PBEFACE 



In the narrntior! of events, scenes, or objects, an intent, pnramonnt 
to all others, sliould be frtithfiilno«s and trnthfnlness ; and bcarinf^ 
this impression in mind, it has been my endeavor to picture Western 
Mexico, not with any overweening notions as to American Destiny, 
bnt as it appeared to me during my sojoam, and from information 
obtained through official reports and surveys which the conrtesj of 
officials and private individuals presented to my notice. 

The Report of the joint Commission to survey the boundary line 
between the two Bepublics, and the Report of the United States 
Depntation to survey the Tehuantepec route for a Bailroad, in the 
jtm 1850 and 1651, in fiiYor of a New Orleans Comptaj, as returned 
and piesented to the two lespectiTe Goyemments, hare both come 
wider my obsenration. 

Audi beg here to letnitt my acknowledgments for not only haying 
liad the priyO^ of examining those Reports, bnt the manj graphie 
sketches otherwise forwarded to mj consideration and application, 
for tfa0 objtcft of this Work. 

Before leaying San Francisco for my Mexican trip, I had presented 
me, throngh the Hon. James Van Kess, then Mayor, a letter of intro* 
dnetion from the firm of Bolton, Barron ft Co., to that of Echegoren ft 
Co., Msaatlan, which was immediatdj acknowledged on my arrival, 
in a manner characteristic of tme Miexican Gentlemen. Fh>m this 
firm and several German hooses, residents in Masatlan, I receiyed 
eyerjr attention wfaidi I deehnd; while tiie fiNoner forwarded my par- 
poses by the wsy of introdnctlons where ever I tiayeled ; thns promot- 
ing the means of mj gaining information, the aggregate of which, I 
beg here to present for the consideration of the Public. 

CINCINNATUS. 
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mi^tklt^odllciion— A Sea Voyage to Haznt Inn, Mexico— IncUlcnts— American Pas- 
• •engera -Their Intentions— ^onvrr<fiU»)n of tlie Mixed Charactoristlcs— Antlp 
Mb/ against AiQvricmis—Beasoiicti ^^■ith tliutu Au IntcUlgeutMcxicaii~Sp«ud 

* " * * 

Amigo j\Iio ; — -Ever ready to «n<'; iiif^e easp to be of 
service, and the m( nns ni" commmiicating inlbrmation, you 
wittplease hare the kind indulgence to excuse my extend- 
i&f to* Jim these many letters. 

The object of these is to impart much of that Hsrht res- 
pecting a country which^ geographically, possesses a most 
fiveljr interest to Americans. 

On -Sunday morning, Februarys 12th, of the present 
year, (1856) when naiure .^eeiiied invisrorated by the fresh- 
MS6 of the past^night, the green shade of mom appeared 
Qpon tiie hill-tops, and the sun arose in his pristine splen* 
dMv«Bd']it up the dusky douds. ~ 

Mv passacyp having been secured a few days previous, 
ott the hermaphrodite brig Arizona, Cap t. Newman in 
CMtonbd^ she hoisted anchor aqd made sail ; and bidding 
adidtt to the metropolis of Ca]i$>ipi8H^an Francisco— she 
|>a8sed gracefully out the Golden Gate, and the helmsman 
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gently turned lier course to the port of her destination — 
Mazatlan, Mexico. 

The breeze was light till the fifth daj, when the wind 
arose from the north-east, and continued with slight inter- 
mission up to the 21st of FeJbruary. The period of these 
five days was tliat of dull monotony, and it could have been 
appreciated much more on land, even in the forest wild, 
than in this slow sailer, dragging her clumsy length along. 
In looking over the passenger list, I observed there were 
twelve cabin passengers, bound for various parts of Mex- 
ico. They were Americans, and with various pursuits in 
mind ; some merchants, mechanics, gamblers, and one 
lawyer accompanied by an American lady. The lawyer I 
afterwards saw in Guadalajara, near two hundred, and fifty 
miles from San Bias, inland. It was his intention to re- 
main some time in the country, to acquaint himself with 
its laws and the municipal regulations of its towns and 
cities. If niy memory serves me right, there were twenty 
steerage passengers ; consisting of Mexicans, Spaniards, 
Italians, Frenchmen, and also a few Mexican sefloras. Their 
conversation ran much upon California — the success they 
had met with — the many hair-breadth escapes — the treat- 
ment of Americans towards them, and the general feelings 
manifested by Americans against Mexicans and native 
Californians, in the State of Calilbrnia. 
^ Frequently I reasoned with them, admitting some facts 
which were too glaring tc» be hidden by any of the lenient 
rules of sophism ; but taking every advantage which cour- 
tesy in argument could possibly afford, to make the Amer- 
ican character in California appear as reputable as the 
force of circumstances would consistently permit, or bear. 
Never being sea-sick, the second day out from the Golden 
Gate, and as we were sailing along under a light wind, I 
became acquainted with au intelligent Mexican, who had 
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passed several years in CaUfomia, but without succesa. 
He related niany incidents concerniog hk tttdTentam and 
fofsi^ an CUifaniiAf tiidiitB cndeavon lomke niiiiiej i 
but he noticed that his plans were antidpnteii) and himself 

circumvented by some seemingly unobserving Americans. 
He concluded verjr ju9tlyi that there was no particular ne- 
oessitj for Mexicans to emigrate from their native ooimfiry | 
ibr out of it, away from their itistitutimis and laws, they 

could scaiceljr act so as to cope with the business men of 
the world. 

Every day I passed several hours with this gentleman 
In eonversationf and reading Spanish, and he in reading 

English to me. In this way we improved each other in 
acqifiring what is of reciprocal utility, and husbanded that 
time which is too often turned to a dead accountt And 
thns we piaced a true value upon the ^passing momentSf 
while many prided themselves upon taking oaths and 
playing cards, that they might the more aptly, adapt them- 
selves to Mejucan habits and customs. 

Here let me be candid and antidpate ere I pttss oni 
Let no^ American gamblers come into Mexico with the 
vain hope of ultimate success in that pursuit^ or of meeting 
with a ^cordial, recognition in the better circle of society | 
here in the land of straagmf and prejudice against 
foreigners, their names sound even worse than at home | 
and the police, when an opportunity presents, hunt them 
down with unceasing perseverance in most parts. There 
were two noted gambles on board of the brig^ one from 
Marysville, and the other from Sacmmento city, who, on 
arriving at Mazatlan, took lodgings, and soon assumed their 
peculiar characteristics. Tlie police and the most respect- 
able citiMMy sihortly after our landings made inquiries of 
the captain respecting the habits of the fnssengers ; for 
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audi «& nOeer is -MvoiSfy espaetecC to dttoovor aomeliiing 

of them oil a long passage. 

• This I will mention more lull/ when speaking of our 
■cjoam in Ihe eLtj of Mamthm* 

Sefiori 

AonicoLA* 

GsKcaniiAfiVBt 
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LETTER IL 

UUukl of Magdalena— SIlip^vreck there— Cai^ St. Lucaa— Coast of Lower Califbmfa 
— y«]I«y of Stn Jowol CalUbrnUBaJm its FratttandProdnctlom-La Paz, the 
, ^HfHi^ 6fC«U«milA BiUft-Lft Ftt Prail Flah0ry-^<MurM Salt-ImpflMninieQt 

rfnn FnLll^linirm .f the Cape— Distance from the Cape to Has^ijUttl'-Met ft 
Wlialer at Sea ncAr the Cap©— A Sea Voyage Tedious. 

. Amigq Mio \ — ^Agaitt I fear thai I may trespass apon 
jaot kini^patieiiee in the further con9ideradoiH>f my jour- 
BiaL Not far above Cape St, Lucas (near 130 miles) we 
passed the liuttii i&iaiid of Magdalena, between wbicli and 
the coast, and near the island, the ilUfated ludependenoe 
waa wiecked^ with her freight of human flesh, to rescue 
ItMjf tb» best it ooold from the lashing and tumultuous 
wave upon wave. 

' Ot this disaster^ and of the passengers, much have X 
heard in foreign parts ; and there the tear of sjnipathy 
iod* the hand of charity have been blended together to 

succor and cotnfort ilie ilir^tressed on {\m occasion. 
: ^Oa the 22d ut" February, about noun, we were nearly 
< p poBite to' Cape St Lacas* Light winds premled near 
tiio ca^ 'and we found it much wanner than usual ; the 
thermometer standing at 8^> d^erees of Farhenheit. This 
out from land, waa a great change in the climate Iroiu 
wfaat-we had experienced in sailing down the coast. The 
wMe coast of Lower California is generally abrupt and 
barren, with few inlets and green landscapes to attract ihu 
eye of the voyager, 

FrOnr tiie Island of Magdelena to tbe cape, it presents a 
fabidding aspect, behig jagged in its general ontllneei 
though directly behind the cape, and within forty miles ia 
the renowned valley of San Jose of Lower California. 

This Talley is rich in pasturagOy and in the production 
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of fj uits, and being somewhat c<ipacioiiS| it supplies 
Biftrket of Magadan with ixesh* grapes,, far sweeter l^uta 
those grown at Los Angekw, in the State of Odifornia ; 

also oranges, limes, raisins, dried figa, tallow and hides. 
At La Paz, in Lower Calitbrnia, pearl-fishery is exten- 
siTely pursued^ and that too, with|KrQfit to the most of tlibse 

is-^semtof^^vmnfient of Lower California, 
notwithstanding it is small, add iu ^ita bandy ; and wi^re it 
not ibr pearl-hshery it would be little known, nor ever wonld 

grned tepiesMi cMinie]^^ 
^oartkiesoffeoain^jnidbpaw afinfrMhieE<f*iili^ 

are obtained from near La Paz, on small islands in the 
Gtilf of California, and shipped directly to San Ifsaneiisfi^ 
and 4ik^4[|d|f|||Mm Sm.Bkm- Wiien<MaigiikBgnpi» 
I.:ms iijiiEMad tttaeSt Msd M 

ibrin^a^ ^ears ; that he not uiifrequently acted in the civ 
pacity of pilot to vessel» desiring to touch at the.Cape, and 

aisa^ni tiwfe.of' wieader: of «hip*si^le»*whQllbnfMei^ 

4>i Boi(^ih»«i^le^#tt atf'Slipplying an American yessel with 
some provisions, he was seized and thrown into prison, by 
the order of the Goveraov of l^wer California, BkneaHe ; 
IliBMgbL^isrvlf^Hihafl^ ba oiteei )Bf ^ O w KMpi i i i n np i 
Wisn d si r ^ aiaif i dfaaciieanr tobo I asiaftng kiio pos^ram 
should .she he in distress. Perhaps some palliation maybe 
eictended fbr tJiisr.jwant o^ htuiuwul^ and courtesy on th^ 
ofsisa GoMMM^ «s.it waa tWoiLfayMp^a SMmimS^ 
ptmaiiMi^tfihibCtiilter It ja Haul twt»hitodreAjirilpatfMl» 

the Cape to Mazatlan, and the direction is mostly east. 
The mouth oi the Gult occupies this dt^tance) and looks 

taMslMMllfttairary week, going tousr ftonfc ThfanitlB<ll>ii0if 

the 23d we sailed alon^ under a li^ht wind, and last night 

wft eiMiOBntered a^wkUgg off tha*>Cape< somiji^ to^ 
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and slackening sail, passed near enough to salute him, and 
foand that he was on his whaling grouod. We did aot 
learn that he had as yet met with much success, but since 
I have been informed that it> is quite common for whalers 
to do well in lim viciuity of this Ijitituiie. Near midnight, 
the wind arose and continued till ten o'cloc k to*<iaj, when 
it appeared like rain, which appearance did not pass off 
without giving us a fine shower. It modified the sultrt^ 
ness of the air, and invio^orated much our physical .sys- 
tQinSi an4 sharpened, in no small deg^'ce, our mcutal capac- 
ities.- Oq the 24th 6( February at 12 o'clock, we were 
Dear one himdred miles* from Mazatlan ; it rained most of 
the night and part of the next day. Tlie wind was light and 
i'rom the west; though shitting. Nothing, as to a sea 
tdyage< is -more painful than tp be bee iilmil yit on the 
ocean, ib a low lattitude. It is really enough, Qflr A sailing 
vessel, to test most amply the patience of a stoic philoso- 
pher* When coiittimpialing the phia>un' of taking a sea 
v^yiflbf it ia well ta supply one's sell' with useful books, 
lltet Hme may xtot hang heavily, but be beneficially spent 
in storing the mind with the treasures of literature. It is 
really ati unexpected draw ui)on patience to be cooped up 
IdL^I'imidi biig, with a scanty and unpalatable allowance, 
•ifei^ tilat too, Ibr many days, where uncontrolled actions 
#tt6ngly indicate the propensities which rule man in a 

rude 6t;it(' ot" bot;iely« 

this time the passengers became much wearied 
iWli'tftis length of the voyage; the smallness of the cabin, 
toi^fe-Wiint of ventilation, and their unexpected fare, as 

nho iVom the leakv tundition of theii' berths, and cummuu 
Immoidity of the vessel. 

> - - Adios, 
' • ■ Sefior, 
Agricola. 

CiNCINMATUS. 
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Captain of ttie Bilf Aricooft— Steering fbr tbe Port of MasatUm'^Cloady Peak*^ 

▲pikrehenston fur our safety— Lomdactpe aspect near thc-Port - Arrival in Port 
. >-Cu8tom Hoiwe OlHcerg— Courteous conduct of these Officers— l>csci1ptlon of 
the Port of Mazatlon, Its apparent capacity and aofcty— City of llazatlau, lt« 
•lt«— Fort Gommandtog the City— Stmete of ttw CKj--8tOMO-^oia mA Sttver 
Qoin. • ^ 

Amigo Mio :— I must confess that I manifest a strong 
{u:op<^i^ity aa Ux letter writing, yet it is hj the meiiium oi* 
travel that we gain aocorate inibriiiatioQ respecting foreign 
countries* • • ... ^ 

With reference to our passage, the Captain was attentive 
to his duliiea in the navigation of liie brig, good-natured, 
taciturn, and rather slow to hear ; but he wanted a consid- 
erable more self control and respect to have the domestic 
ailairs properly administered on board. ^^ c cxpecieU lo 
arrive in port on the 25th of February, as the wind was 
£resh aAd drove us aloog near due oast. It is necessarj 
aft this time ui the year to steer above the port of Mazatlan, 
that the vessel may run down, for if she happens to touch 
far below it usuaUy tak^s her much time to retrace her 
posiUon. 

At the dawn of day, February 25tb, land was quite sip* 

parent ; though the mountainous peaks and high hills in 
proximity to the city of Mazatlan, seemed to be hung with 
misty clouds, which shed their influence far out ^n the 
ocean* We were at eight o'clock within ten miles of the 
city, and possessed of strong ft clings and presentiments as 
to drawing nearer and disembarking ; for the tales, we; had 
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read of this stranj^e country, from our earliest day to this, 
arose slowly to mind and awakened rather a fearful ai)pre- 
hension for our safety, during our sojourn in this Republic. 
It was rainy and cloudy, and slight winds, mostly from the 
south-west, prevailed in our di'awing near the port. 

The mountain ranges became quite conspicuous; the 
coast iron-bound with a few inlets ; and the whole land- 
scape with valleys and mountains promiscuously arranged, 
presented to the wearied voyager a grand and imposing 
scenery, and a most beautiful and enchanting green, from 
the fresh rains which nature wjis then shedding over them. • 
Notwithstanding this range, small sugar-loaf mountains 
rose frequently near and in the distance, to break the 
monotony of a continuous scene. At eleven o'clock wear- 
rived in port, and shortly afterwards we were boarded by 
custom house officers, who to all appearance, were business- 
like men, and so far as I could observe, we were treated 
in no manner unbecoming a great power. Our passports 
were not demanded, no unreasonable search was made, 
and scarcely any delay to our disembarkation wtis offered ; 
and in fact, I could really see no difference between the 
treatment of Americans here, and on the Hawaiian 
Islands ; though, but of late, a band of fearless adventurers 
were made to pass through this country to the Capital, in 
a wretched and degraded manner. 

The port of Mazatlan is not capacious, nor surrounded 
by those safe land-marks characteristic of many of the ports 
upon the Pacific coast. A southerly wind, or a south-wester 
I should imagine would prove somewhat disastrous to ship- 
ping, as the land is low on the south-east, and on the south- 
.west open mostly to the ocean. The inner harbor is far 
from admitting heavy merchant vessels, like the clipper 
ships arriving in the port of San Francisco ; though safely 
the ocean steamers approach and retreat to pursue their 
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CITY AND HARBOR OF MAZATLAN. 



In the forpjfTOund of this cut of Mazntlan mnv lie soen a numher of tmiall hooMS 
built of stickn, reeds, ami adobes, with roofs somewhat cone-shai)ed, and (hatched 
with oalin leaves; while in the middle of the euffravlnp, l)ut less conMpicuou», Is 
s^enthe best portion of the city ; and bcvond are seen the harbor and high promon- 
tory, which I have alrea^ly noticed, and which I shall tjoon niuitiun mur« particu- 
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onward course when touching into this port. Large ships 
anchor under the lee of the Island of Creston, which is 
rather small, but much elevated. In this harbor there are 
two other islands, that of Venado and Pajaros. During 
the rainy season the same winds prevail here as at San 
Bias, and the same dangers as to being driven a^iore, de- 
tract much from its commercial position and advantages. 

The city of Mazatlan is nearly surrounded by water, a 
mere tongue connecting it to the main land. Near the 
■water's edge and back half of a mile, the surface of the site 
is even, and also to the limit of the city, from the fort on 
the west, for more than a mile eastward ; yet back farther 
it is uneven and ungraded. The Fort commanding the 
inner harbor to the city is located on the side of an eleva- 
tion of near 1500 feet, and on the summit of this, one can 
take into view mountain peaks, capt .with hoary rocks and 
mounds; low hills, and undulating valleys both green and 
beautiful. At this fort there are several cannons planted, 
ranging, one would imagine, nearly half mast of a ship ; 
yet it is reallj supposed that even these national guns might 
do execution. 

The streets of the city are not laid out regularly, but 
turned and changed as fancy and prejudice might prompt 
ditFerent parties to act ; though there is one main street 
which leads out into the country, and on which are situated 
most of the retail stores ; and many of them do a large 
business. The wholesale stores occupy a place on streets 
near the mole, and on those but a short distance in the 
rear. Of all kinds of stores and shops for selling goods, 
provisions, liquors, and vegetables in the city of Mazatlan, 
the number may not exceed five hundred. 

The exchange made use of here is gold and silver coin, 
and some gold dust is brought in. The doubloons arc well 
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execnted «nd lum about tbem a p«mtiwr attnwIioB ; fh» 

silver ooia has not tluit neat appeanmee which tiw oois la 

the Uatted States usually preseuis. 

SeAoTt 



1 \ 



4 r 



Digitizec 



OF THE MEXICAN CORDILLERA 



29 



LETTER IV. ' *' ' ' ■ 

city DwclUngs— Floors Carpeted— Mat<»— Roofs— Style of Archltectare— Honaeg 
furnished- Goods Imported— Carts and Wagons— Dr. Beaven, his carriage- 
Streets Paved— ^ide- Walks. 

Amigo Mio : — If I did not conceive some utility in thus 
communicating to you fully what has fallen, and is falling 
under my notice, I should observe a certain degree of taci- 
turnity. Concerning the buildings in the city, I have seen 
some made of stones, though the chief material is soft- 
burnt bricks, of one foot square, yet some adobes are used 
by the poorer classes for the construction of their huts ia 
the suburbs of the city. Most of the dwellings are one 
story, being ten feet between the joists, but some foreigners 
and Mexicans of late, have erected two story dwellings and 
stores ; yet this is quite rare here. Buildings are put up 
in a very rough manner, and plastered inside and out, 
though after having been brought to a plumb line ; they 
are then penciled off into squares, which gives them rather 
an attractive, but still an illusory appearance. 

The floors and roofs are made of brick. For the floor, 
the ground is raised and the surface leveled, and then the 
bricks are laid in a cement, which makes the floors very 
durable, and cool in summer. When it is desired that the' 
floors should be carpeted, wool or common cotton is laid 
down first, and then the carpet; by which means the carpet 
is kept from wearing out so fast, and is made pliable. 
Among the poorer classes, the floors are not carpeted 
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usually, but a native mat is used, which rallier gives the 
appearance of political ecouomj iu a countrj of so much 
prodigality. 

Heavy joiets, and close together, arc laid across the waSs 

of the building for the root, and on these, a tight floor of 
boards is adjusted, and then on this, bricks are mechani- 
cally laid to the amoont of one foot in thicknessi and care- 
fully cemented ^ver so ' as to make the roof thoroughly 
water-tight. This kind of a roof is well adapted to the 
tropics, as are £dso the walls of the buildings, which are 
commonly three feet thick. In such hous^ one never 
feels oppressed by heat, nor affected by cold, but can 
always sleep well at night. I am not aware that I com- 
monly discovered any particular mechanical skill in the 
construction of the buildings in this, city, nor much good 
taste. The style of architecture is rather mixed with that 
of the Moorish and Gothic, scarcely indicating any of the. 
national peculiariUes. The doors are clumsy and large, 
and are generally fastened on tiie inside by wooden bars ; 
and the windows have mostly iron gratings of three quartera 
of an inch in diameter, and sometimes shutters. GAbss 
windows are not common only among the better classes, 
and the iron gratings to all rather impress a ibreigner with 
the id^ of being in a city of prisons^ than in that of firee- 
dom of speech, or locomotion. 

The inside walls are frequently papered, and that in the 
French style^ with French paper ; ^id the parlors ot the 
rich are olegantly and tastefully supplied with French 
chairs, centre-tables, sofas, pianos, mirrors, Turkey carpets, 
mats, &c., &c., and in fact, with all such, houses are fur- 
nished which would constitute well-arranged mansions in 
the United States^ or in Europe. Also as much attention 
to the comforts of the sleeping apartments, I imagine, is 
paid in this Republic, among the better class of Mexicans, 
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SB in the U^iited Stated or Europe, among the same class. 

' Most <ii' t\w, gooda sold here are imported directly iVoni 
Euro|>e ; and German houses seem rather to take the lead 
in commercial pursuits throughout the country. , Gold, 
silver, copper and dye-woods are shipped to Eurojjc iii 
payment lor these goods. Logrwood. iajn gr(^at abur^'! n nee 
in the rear of Mazatlan, and to no great distance* Manj 
ship loads are packed in on mules and burrosj which go 
gruriiiiiLT al(^ng the streets, as if kee})ing time to their slow 
and steady march. Frequently i iiave seen onu liuiiuied 
in a-traia, pa0iing on to the point of deposing their weighty 
loads. 3ttrros are made use of for packing mortar, bricks, 
lumber, &c., from house to house, and place to place, about 
' tlie Stxeetfi, instead of drays ; though of late years, and Muce 
the iNrar with the United States, a two-wheeied cart has 
come into use, and also some wagons drawn by mules, har- 
nessed in the usual manner of other countries. 

As yet, I have seen Lul una four-wheeled carriage in 
the dty, which is owned by Dr. lieaven, a druggist, Irom 
the State. of Kentncky. This gentleman has practiced 
his profession some fifteen years, in this town and region of 
eouiiUy, ii(>[ <li6latii uiure than one hundred leayut^. He 
has been truly succesii'ui and is now living iu comparative 
affluence ; and haTing some years ago married a Mexican 
lady, he seems to get along smartly, by identifying himself 
with the welfare of the couiiLry ; ihuugh encompassed and 
nurtured in the midst of revolution. The Doctor seldom 
rides in his carriage as the streets are not well adapted to 
this kind of pleasure, and as a carriage road does not ex- 
tend lai lalu ilic cuuulry. The streets are mostly paved with 
round cobble stones, and iu a qoucave ioriu, so tliat the 
water maj drain oi^ in the centre of the street ; these 
atones are laid in cement and become quite firm^ so that 
tiiey are not easily misplaced, except during the rainy 
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The sidewalks tutt nanrow ; some are laade of 
timbers hewn and laid^ so that two persons can walk side 

by side ; others are constructed of soft-burnt bricks, and 
also iiag stones. On auj of them but two persons can 
walk, together, and generaUj when met in this manner, 
some of the par^ step from the sidewalk on the 8Cree1» lo 

effect the passing. . ' * * 



Adios, 



Sefior, 



AaEtoOLA« 



CnroimrATus* 
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Uov«nu^«i^t liuUdliif»T'£av«-9poui9«-Cburcb— Alej^icAu ArcbUectiu^— French 
Hota^--iBtortteiat«n fa the Cltj-Me^Ltewi Lfid<«*-Fralt»-PI«M Pnbllca- 
: liliilii^lllMi > Wii4)»ttirtiy Fwplf ♦ry>iMno#-giOTiite<i mW rmuMti - 

■ ■ ' ■ . - 

Amigo Mio-^ETery thing here being so different horn 

what it is in the United States, there seems to an observer 
of eventd and scenes, an ample scope to .enter into^Jbr the 
porp^se of impartiiig infonnati<Mi of interal and worth* . 

The Government hnildings, stich -as the Cii8tom4ioii8es 
of Ibreign iuid inland duties, forts, arsenals, and the custom 
house for the reception of goods being inepecUsd before the 
foreign dntiea are paid,\are, for« tb« most part, well eon- 
•tmcted, capacious, airy, md remarkably adapted to the 
torrid zone. These, as i\^ll as })i ivate buildings, have a 
/SpocieSy or rather kind, of eave-spout^, which, in the rainy 
BeasoQ acaroelj extend (he dopping^ waters horn the side* 
walks. Thisy in the Umted-States, would seem like a great 
inconvenience and nuisance to foot bipeds in passing? along. 
<Mi the side-walks. Here mimy a time, I haye seen, by this 
meansy a starehed collar and pleated raffle laid low intnois- 
tore, to cool off the^ imagination, 'as the wearer • rapidly 
walked along, intently pursuing his object. 
• There is but one church in Mazatlan, and this is not very 
kurge r though suifieientiy so to hold the ohnroh-going csiti- 
c^bs. Butfewof the gentleoien attend ofaureb, and scarce^ 
any of the foreigners. This subject I shall aliu4c to when 
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gpeakmg of the manners and customs of this people, in an« 
Other pari of ihe^se letters. 

What adds most to the Mexican composite architecture, 
consists in the beautiful construction of arehes and col- 
umns, and these are not uncommon tolthe better ctaas of 
buildings facing the streets, or inside of the court-yards, 
both for the first and second stories. They rather impress 
a stranger with the attracfivio or4#r and grandeur of Span- 
ish architecture. 

In the dty of Mazatlan, I have yet 8een but two hotels ; 
and these are kept hy reachmeuy who charge enough, ($1 4 
per week) and have many changes of plates, but more gas 
than sauce.- Ito'^EUst, sueh-hotols in -CalHbroia would re- 
ceive no ]);itronage, and would not here, were it not neces- 
sary for travelers to resort to some public inn till they be- 
come acquainted. The French are quite noted for hotel 
keeping ihroughout the Republic ; and it is equally notori- 
ous to American travelers in Mexico, tliat, with a few 
praiseworthy exceptions, they ai*c the meanest and most 
parsinioaioas hosts who have evw chanced to grace an inn, 
or a caravansary. In sndi hosts, there is one * thread only 
uniting them to exist€^e ; and this deranged, their whole 
system would evaporate like the morning dew. A g'K)d 
hotel in Maaarian is much needed ; and }i kept upon a pkin^ 
ao as toe use freely sueb artades and pvovisiona aa the mar- 
ket afibrds, the traveling community would have but little 
reason to complain. Scarcely any attention is paid to lior- 
ticuhnre by the dttsens at their private residences ; though 
inside ofvthe court-yards, flowering throbs,' rose bushes, the 
myrtle, the hyacinth and the trailing vine, &c., &c., yet in 
small variety, are not unfrequently seen, trained by the 
•nowy hand of some delicate, blushing maid. From What 
I have been able to observe of Mexican ladiee in this par- 
ticular, I am disposed to give them much cMdit for their 
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delicate and lefioed teste, as to the a^ju^tment of Howejcs 
and plants. 

'Frails of tii086 kinds wliiefa w€iild' gnm well: in prosini^ 
itjr to tbe 'eii^r, am rardj ^kivtated, vidMr Ibr ofnamenfv 

beauty or use ; notwithstanding, the public plaza is now 
taatetuliy laid out, with seats on the sides of the square, 
aioic of bdclL ; having biiek basks sad painte4 ■ed^'witk 
Imnk walks tiiroagb Ike eanire, ooiaBidtn^wilkeitker point 
of the compuris, and with a circular brick walk inside the 
s(;Us around the wliole circuit of the plaza; and to enhance 
the beaatj of tbis» ^verj fifteen feet, orange trees are set 
on the inside edge of this drcnlar walk, which truly adds 
a graceful beauty to the whole scene. Still to complete 
this picture in the mind, in the centre ot the plaza imagine 
a beautiful fountain of crystal water, snch as of the gods 
of yore, -playing jetfully and mirthfully in the golden rays 
of the snn by day, or at night in the starry or silver moon 
beams. Sunday morning, and before church time, is the 
particular juncture of time for Mexican countrymen, living 
at a <Ustanee in the interior* These boors come into town 
on Saturday, and having adjusted themselves for the occa- 
sion Saturday evening, both male and female, on the mar- 
ket ground, they remain there till morning, when a lively 
teade springs up by the citizen^ or their servants, flocking 
to the market square, like so' many hounds pursuing the sly 
fox or the lone hare, and pulxshasing articles and provis- 
ions, vegetables and fruits, to do them a week. 

Com, beans; Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, «gg8, red pep* 
pera, bananas, plantainB,-eranges, lime?, several speciesof cus- 
tard apples, squashes, pumpkins, water melon?, musk melons, 
chickens, turkies, and a variety of gsdlinaceous birds, such 
as the *^co or curasson," penelopes and pheasants s also^ 
crockery ware, chairs, and other articles of artistical skill 
and workmanship, compoi»e mt unfrequently what are 
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bfoo^t ia t0 supply Mexicin maffcrt. If ony.of time 
produotions or urtieleB find no sale after the demand of iMm 

momiiitr has pa^^sed, there are no few hucksters near at 
hand, like starved buzzards, ready to purchase at a reduced 
price the balaaoe vneeld of the eomitiyBen's hibor, and 
Tend this porehase thiough the week, totese who are un- 
able to buy more than a day's supply ahead. Tiie general 
prices of these provisions and articles, range nearly the 
eeiDe' as in the cities of New York and New Odeans in the 
United Slatee. — 

Adioe, 

* 

^ . Seilory 

AOBJCOLA. 

ClNCIUKATUS.. 
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Atousetnents— l^romeuadlog in La VluA Pat>Uc«7>Tlie PemBVT—ComBMtM iM* 
'pMtttiM ef irisatlaii,ltsdMtl&7« ItstMdeto thetiit«M<iriadiip«]i«Oair-M«x* 

lean trails— Rainy hcason— Fluur uiid Flour Mills— Exports MBd Import* M 
' ippUedto Mome tnule— !ttii» f oUcy-Foreigti DuUie*. 

AhigO' viO^Kno^wing your. inordiiia;te thirst for infor* 
inatHm tbucbing dtstaiit'coimtriefl, and fseling not nnfre- 

Cjuently lonely, it is a pleasure to associate \N'itli an esteemed 
friend} when 1 enter the thick walls uf my apartmeiii and 
ooliteinplate home^the land of telegraph and steam 1 

' niongfa there is no theatre^ no maseum, no menagerie of 
animals, lu^h or low, in Mazatlan, Iftdies and gentlemen 
come into the plassa of a light »tar or moon light night, to 
delight each-others' ears 'in the revelry of sound — to tell 
hei^ihe tal^ of ^mpathy, and perhaps of affection, and tow 
before their God a mutual atod confiding promise. Here 
toOy they promenade till a late hour, enjoyinrr the beauty of 
th^ scen^ thtd fragrance of the orange trees, gently wafted 
Oil the softened breeze ; and these decked in blossoms of 
milky whiteness, end the roar of the oceacn lashing the 
delving shore. 

Here UiOj the eye is cast upon distant landscapes and 
j^iktfrtiUi peaks, which impress the observer with pleasure 
and admiration. Here too, I have frequently walked while 
in the city, conleniplatinjr the promenading scene of ladies 
and'geittlemen ^uround me, the beautiful exhibition oi na- 
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ture here and inland, and the event of annexing Lower 
California} Sonora and Cinaloa, by the consent of this Goy* 
emmeot and purchase, to the United States of the North. 
Mazatlan is now a oooQimancluig conunercial towoi of « 

rapidly s^'o^ing importance to the States of Cinaloa, Sono* 
ra, Lower Caliloinia, Chihuahua, Durangu, and the north- 
em part of Jalisco. Take jour imaginary st^od) amigoi 
on some elevated point near this dtj, and cast your eyes 
southeast, easts northeast, norlh, northwest, and hehold the 
vast regions of agricultural, grazing and ininiiig lands as 
yet untouched ! The t^ade supplying that region aiostly 
ifiows from Mazatlan. end in 4^urn she recdy^ tlie iiactB'* 
nd and artiflcal wealth of those parts, which will continu- 
ally liil her coffers with an al>iJi)<l;ui( of treasure. 

This city iias but few equals geographically, And m dest 
tioedf At BO ^distant day« . as light Jl>reajks in 
ttii^ted JUmd, to^snme greater adnrast ages — toijavHe^.tp* 
lu r imnij( ij)ai confine.* a 7]i(>] <» intelligent people, and finally 
U&ad .without arival on the I^ui^ihc GQtmi I Sailing vessels 
fo BOW leisivrely wd steadily i|p the^ 0uJif i9i fi^aji^ain^ 
inB^/$$i of :8team» ^ing the pnoduettons of the &iitk;«iich 
as sugar, coffee, rice and tobacco, with foreign and donies- 
tic mercjiuuidise, and exchange these for fiQ^Ti ^f^^it^ 

90I4 siiW) eq^pevp fiearisi ^t, hides tallow^: ^Bmt 
^eneiiditeable «iigar^ nee, ooitton, oorn, beaosy wpns, gnrlie* 
tnd'tKi^pieid icuits, are produced in the rear of Masatlant 

also, gold, Pilver and copptir mines are worked advanlage- 
Qraziu<x is akoagreat object of |>ui;s^ .jM^f^jjj^ 
the State of Cinaloa and that of Sononu 
f' .Thia-Dity eommande the trade 4ind supplies the wants of 

the coniurv j^eophi antl the inland towns, in a rwo-ihirds 
cirele from two imndriid Xo .one thousand inile% in:X|)e ^If^ 
IHitfifwV:. JRi^h merehants coiiie in £nom the cpii«;toj.7ii4^ 
j p rtkt^jyiii psi, wlib h^v^^^ztensive hafjendag, gohLior 4%!^; 
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mines, or who are exclusively engaf^ in commercial pur^ 
&uits. To bt^liold lixGSG, traios comiiig inia town, huuIU rc- 
wdaLone-iii a rtiikmg rettaUancd to a cajravan traveling 
kklh» Eaali if one ihpiikl be preniiBposed to indulge In m 
lively flieht of the imaijination. Trains after trains of 
2nuies, iuuiletl Willi agricuiturai anU iniBcral producUoiih^ 
eomeiiite^fagr for goods ^ptmsbaaed here; and maeh the 
kurgeat pvoportiiNi jDf lii^ prodttctkms is shipped to for* 
eign ports. Thus, a lively exchange, both domestic and 
foreign, is kept up, and continue;* iuo.^i of the year, t^ccpt 
davjag Uba naiiij season. Tiien th« roads, or ratlier t^ailsf 
tooeneiifoae tliaa in. OalifonHa; for tke men and rivn^' 
Iffts a?stifne a fiiglitfol appearance, beinipr for the most part 
wiiiiout bridges. Th»» rainy sea.>un cuiiiiiioniy inciudcis ihe 
nwRths of fJunOy ^iily, Ai^ust, September, and a pari of 
OttUMr^ jmmL dumi^ most «f Ibis dme, k rains a little 
aeai^ every day. 

Mu^sL of ihe lluur used in ihe cilies of Mazallaii, Tcpic, 
aaflfc €k)lima, and the ports of San Bias a^d ManzaniUo, is 
•iqportfi^fba ^jkurfauny in the State oC Sonora, where the 
flseffihabits tpni^cheserlhe wheat Irom the interier ; and some 

of them li:iviii;:z tlcni" inilis, ioi' ('(uniiicrcial :iiid neighbor- 
heod'^GOAVeaieace, the whei^ is ground and packed in 
riisks of o^thMdied poands, and exported not to foreign, 
Vnt^Wisas tptnts. - The ^onr is nearly as white, possessiu^ 
the same qualities, as CalitniMiia flonr. 

The terms export and import being mentioned here to 
hidisate ilw transiwstton ol* hbsiness in the same Bepuhlic^ 
mmy^MmA lumii and anbarmenions to mtr ears ? for goods, 

a;zri('iiltural coiniiinilil ics <>1" whatsoever k iiid, 1 iriiif^ shipped 
trom one seapoit town lo another, no diiierence it they arc 
idfeMsi fttedoetions.; they are however sulyeot to a heavy 
dnl^to to ^paid at the pc^ of disemhai^kation ; and this 

gl^o to the k>Uiie uiid liiuaicipal coflfcrs. And further in 
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this respect, T have to add. that foreign jjoods, Laving once 
paid the goveruiuent import dues at the port of eotxjf^ot 
the towif in the interiory* are atiU sulyect to an iocrgaape^ 
kilftiid duty in ease the merchant finds it to his iateroat and 
{idvantapfe commercially, to remove them to other towns 
and citiet. The home duties, and foreign duiLes once paid, 
it seems to Americans most unnatural, and impoiido in the 
aii of governineat to re-demand the Bame, as thm is 
scarcely any encouragement left or presented to inaaoe> 
home industry and commerce. Tlic interior duty touches 
everjr article brought into market for sale, which it becomes 
necessary to pay or leave a pledgeat La Grarita, jast before 
entering the city. Gold coin or dust, eonnng in to be 
shipped to foreign ports, pays four per cent., and sdv« r 
coin ten per cent, inland dutj, imder the early part of the 
administration of 48 6, and many preTious ones. As for 
il^staiM^ of home duties, the few I am now to mention, 
will serve to demons! rate how unjustly they grind the 
£ttee of the industrious producers. , When a.dozen of eggs, 
a chicken, a hea^' oxt any of the gallinaceous tribei Chili 
pepper, or Tegetables of any kind, or a bnrso load oi 
charcoal, which is coninioidv used in all Mexican to was 
for cooking, are brought injLo town from the- interior, or 
ont of the city limits, the Tender hfli to pay a smaM 
duty, which goes to the support of the corporation and gor^ 
ernment; %vliile the ricli man, owning thousands of acres of 
land, and cattle, and mines, is scarcely aware of the in- 
flae^ of direct taxation, ^This policy, as weU«ama<i]r 
other ^liberal regulations with r^ierence to inland dniiesy 
and also foreign, will, 1 jn esume. be eventually removed by 
the (MUicipating and sagacious mind of Gomonlbrt. The 

. aeapoH or fomgn duties aro much higher than they should 
MM ^Mto a Ikealthful interchange of conmwm^ being 

,^ fromfifty to one hundredper oent onthe^£Sl<coi^OiiiB«Bf: 
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articles, benides wiiicli, some articles, under diffei^tit ad* 

mimstrations, meet with a total prohibition ; such as flouTy 
sugar, coiee, aadnot uDfequendy, tea aad tobacco. 

Adioa, 

SeftOT) 

Aqbxcola, , 

1 ♦ • . - ■ 




1 • ' 
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LETTER VII. 

* 

TiMgeiMfil Influence orhcAw Traposta— Brtbtoig Curton HMM Offlcen— PaeoUtf 
PMltioii of MaxaUant iu BaUroad destligr. 

AtfiGO Mio :-^Menttoniiig in mj former letter the ex* 
traordlnarj duties imposed hj the Mexican Government 

upon her tax-ridden people ; one would suppose that it 
would 6ap the foundation of commercial pursuits, or at 
least} a legitimate application of them. This measure is 
well conceived to impoverish the lower classes, and enrich 
the higher, ibr there is scarcely anv tax npon real estate, 
of whatsoever kind. These enormous duties and. prohibi- 
tions have led, manj times, to peculation and malfeasance 
in 'the faithful discharge of official obligations, as the ex- 
tensive importer is sure to banter the custom-house officers, 
, in order to effect a diminution of the import dues. This, 
when resorted to, is arranged between the parties most 
generally as follows : The consignee appropriates to him- 
self one-half of the custom-house dues ; one-fourth goes 
to the custom-house officer, and one-lourth to the Gov- 
ernment; and then to complete the climax of shrewd 
maneuvering, the consignee charges the whole im- 
port duties to the home merchant, or shipper. This, in 
Mexico, is called keen Yankee wiring. Whereas the duty 
is filly per cent, on five hundred thousand or a million of 
dollars worth of merchandise, which amount some of the 
merchants of this city have yearly sent to them from Eu- 
rope, to be sold on commission ) it becomes a great and 
important object, and more especially to the importer, or 
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consignee, to retrench as much as possible, this enormous 
sura flowing into the government treasury. Sometimes 
tobacco is prohibited, and at other times it is passed under 
a medium duty, and then again, it is nearly exempt from 
duty. Recently I was jocosely told by a merchant 
speculator, who had sent to the United States for a large 
supply of this commodity, that before his cargo arrived, 
modifications in the tariff had taken place, and that upon 
tobacco was put so high that the government import duty 
nearly absorbed the consular or commercial valuation of 
the tobacco. Tn such a case, common justice and equity 
would require a time given ahead for the repeal of such 
laws to take effect, which should, in all cases, be a reason- 
able time, for the encouragement and promotion of 
commerce. 

By good authority, I have been told that bribery, with 
reference to custom-house concernments, has been com- 
monly and boldly resorted to, and that the custom-house 
ofiicers have largely shared in the spoils of the government ; 
reasoning thus : That the present would be the best oppor- 
tunity to swindle the government, and appropriate to them- 
selves some of the precious metal. However, since my 
sojourn here, I have been informed that the President of the 
Republic, Gen. Comonfort, has exercised much penetration 
and forecast, in appointing to such posts gentlemen of tried 
and faithful integrity. One or two instances of an attempt 
to bribe have come under my notice while here, and I must 
confess to you, that I have been much pleased to see 
manifested a devotional and national respect to the high 
and all-important interests of the country. 

Mazatlan occupies, I am happy to inform you, another 
geographical position, which, by Americans, is not much 
known nor regarded at present. From this place to the 
mouth of el Rio Grande, in Texas, it is near six hundred 
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miles diieoty and I am iofoniiad by intelUgeDl geBUemea 

of different nations, tliat a railroad from this city to the 
mouth of that river is wholly practicable, and can be made 
in posiing orer the distanoe of one thousand miles. This 
lOQte; by gentlemen of mind and knowledge to jadge, has 
been passed over with an eye single to tliis object ; and 
when one sits down and reflects dispassionately upon the dif- 
ferent routes proposed, to link ocean to ocean, it is no mora 
than reasonable to oonclnde, that at no distant da7t the most 
practicable one wili be secured, and that means of a most 
cogent character are now at work, in a lafent manner, in 
both Republics, to promote and effectuate this duiroM^ 
and national iron band. 

Adiosy 

SeAor, 



.1 
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LETTER ym. 

i 

£k)09ldcratiuii ot the Arts, Sciences, and Clisractemtlca la Mexico— ^azatlan, a 
Bival Qf S&u rraucbco at no diitaut day— The Extent of hw AgrlcaltanO, BCin- 
Mil iiiP OraitaiV' LmOB. not fiir Ofl^-Kfnd* of Ve g e tobl et— 3itlk» Batter- 
Advantages for Foreigners -Prices of Provislons-El Rio de Rosario, value of 
BaacluM j HaciendM on It, and in iti Ticialt^— Impieioeuts of howbandiy. 

AxicktMiO '^Howewetj I am in Mexico, and among a 
peop^ wbo htm minde but little adyaneement in the arts 

ubuve their ancestors, or in some rei»pects, the Aztecs ; 
t\nd scarcely any in the sciences since their recession from 
Bpttki, -and organization into a Republican form of Govern- 
tiieitt^ t Teel whoUj disposed to truthfuUj^retiresent this 
people to my fellow-countrymen, for amonor them in the 
e-uipli iiic sense, there are ladies and gentlemen of the 
highest characteristics of virtue and inind. 

''The mif of Mazatlafi, In my humble opinion, from mj 
hnei*rled<^e of this coast, wfll be, in a few years, the strong- 
est and uiu^L poweriul rival which San Francisco can pos- 
sibly encounter, under every consideration of railronr!, 
I f gfic bllhtal» mining, and commercial advantages. The 
^risi extent ef fferdle land to be cultivated in the rich pro- 
ducts of the Uopifs, lyinof at cverY poiiit of the e(nii| ;t«?, 
iUK;ept;gn the west^ — the mining and grazin<^ interests, ail 
mm icarcely begun,— do most assuredly give this city no 
-mUlt geographtcftl and topographical considerations. 
' Aii'l lU proxiniiiy to the Gulf of .Mt-xico, should also be 
ry Liafififi -witih fv carciul eye, as pos6Ci>sing strong and unsev- 
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erablc relations to our vast country, lashed by either ocean. 
Not far from the city, upon high elevations where the land 
is fertile and vastly productive, as good vegetables and 
fruits could be grown as in Calitoi nia ; but this to a Mex- 
ican would seem like labor^ to climb the bold ascent and 
plant the adapted field 1 

Even on the low land, on a level with the sea, there is 
not much cultivation, except in a few vegetables to supply 
the market^ the names of which are Irish and sweet potap 
t03f onions, gatlics, lettuce^ Chili peppers, squashes, water 
and musk melons, and pumpkins. Tropical fruits come 
more from the interior. In the market I have usually seen 
an abundance of eggs sold at one real per sixteen, and the 
gallinaceous tribe^ also at a reasonable price, 09 in the 
eastern or western portions of the Unitod States* I. saw 
here no remarkably good vegetables, as possessing a 
fine flavor ; for no care is exercised to change seeds, in 
order to improve thereby the productions so much longed 
for, especially by those aocustoined to their usmnd health- 
ful influence. It is rather hard living to most of Califor- 
nians coming to Mexico, so accustomed us ihey are to their 
vegetable life. This month, (March) I saw Irish po- 
tatoes grown near the city by a German, who had lived 
a long time in the neighborhood of the Mission of San Jose, 
in tlie State of California. 

They were of the size of a goose egg, and seemed quite 
eatable, espedally where vegetables are hardly to be found. 
They were worth twelve cents a pound, and so were Irish 
potatos imported from San Francisco, — yet a few hun- 
dred bushels of the latter would abundantly supply the 
market, at any time* 

Seldom did I see much milk in use for culinary pur- 
poses ; and good butter is comparatively unknown in this 
market ; yet some is sent here from Guaymas, but it is of 
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a whitish color and almost tasteless, . which is also true 
respecting the cheese which the Mexicans make in Tarioos 
parts of their country. 

Lower CaUforiiia, iuniL^hes large quaiitiiies of this 
cheeiie tQr the market of Mazatlan, and also that of S:m 
Franoidoo. An industrious American might settle in the 
Tieinitj of Mazatlan, and ibllowing most any pursuit, such 
as <rardeiiinar, koepinjr a dairy, or even aj^riculture, he 
would accumulate a snug iurtune,aiid in a siiort time retire 
frcHn a dose appUcancj to business, living in comparative 
ease and afftnence. 

* Cora is worth from fifty cents to one dollar per bushel ; 
beans niiie dollars a mule load, or three iiundrcd pounds ; 
^HBttges and limes, ten dollars per thousand, which are 
grdwii bk the Interior, and are of a fine qoality ; sweet pota- 
toes-six to ten cents a pound ; beef, pork, and mutton rate 
iii price iiom six to ten cents a pound ; poultry and eggs 
are wortli as mncfa here as in the United States ; and other 
ftitieles €»f provision bear nearly the same price as in St 
XiOiiis and New Orleans. 

Hoi licuUurc, to einlx UMi the town and add a charm and 
ni^ increase the center of attraction to home, when the busi- 
meds man is wearied from the exertions of the day ; and 
agrienltuTe fb reclaim and reduce a howling wilderness to 
the radiating effulgence of happv civilization, iuiproviug 
and advancing the prosperity of tlie country, might be most 
extensively pursued in Mazatlan, and on the fertile lands 
fit'tlie iiiterior, near el Rio de Bosario, twenty miles south- 
east ol Uie city. 

" On this river, and throughout the country land is cheap, 
and I am informed that un rancho, or rather una hacienda 
tof ^neii two, or three leagues in extent, can be purchased 

for tlie small sum ol two, three, or four thousand dollars, 
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having good impiovements for the acoommodatioii of agri- 
cultural pui*$iut8. 

The implements used in husbandrj, consist oi a rough 
Btructnre of an Bncient origin ; for long before the founda- 
tion of Rome by RomuluSy or the Trojan war, they must 
certainly liave been in use, and have required no extraordi- 
nary stretch of the understanding to have conceived their 
simple eopstruction. The plow consists of two poles, one 
six feet long and (he other fifteen feet, fastened together hj 
the means of a mortice and tenant at an angk; of sixty- 
five degrees ; through and near the end of the short pole 
there is a pin to steady the plow, and on its end there is 
attached a pointed iron or steel shoe, to prevent it fron 
xeadiiy wearing out. The yoke has no bows, but is fastened 
on the heads of the cattle by the means of thcNSgs, and so 
is the tongue of the plow to the yoke* The ground, is sel- 
dom penetrated more than three inches^ and afterwards il 
is usually bushed over. 

Thus ^n Mexico does ugricidture, the basis q£ national 
wealth and importance, the hand-maid to prosperity and 
happiness, the typical Goddess of Liberty and Indepen- 
dence, receive the rare protective care of Genius ! 

The seythe, the cradle, the sickle, the hoe, and in tact 
almost every .implement of husbandry, as well %s tliat of 
architecture, appear to an American, accustomed as he is 
to move these pursuits by locomotive power, and perform 
in a lew days what it would require the ^dexicans weeks to 
accomplish, in a most wasteful manner, like a prostitution 
of the physical and intellectual powers, which a wisa 
Providence has bestowed upon man for the fulfilment of 
his mission liere below. 

However, 1 heard of a few reaping, threshing, and 
also winnowing machines, with their appurtenances, having 
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been introduced into Mexico from tlie United States, and 

also that they were highly appreciated by those who saw 

them applied to viork. 

Adios, 

Senor^ 

AGBIC0L4* ' 

CiNCINNATUS. 



B 
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LETTER IX. 

FrtiMlikiM guwwOng Labor-Admtftgtt to a Cooatiy to iavlto InunigMtloB— 

Maneuveriug In Commercial Pursuits- Kit;lit of Free Suflra-f Flections— 
Education— 1 he Aiuuuut of Intellig^ence— N luiiber of Scholars in illtlcr«lit Col- 
lagea— 2«umt>er oi r<ir«uiia rtsaily Iguoraiit— Expeuived of TubUc lu«truction — 
Kdmber of PttpUt IntlieCltj of Mexico— PabUe libnurtM— ProgMit of Artaand 
Tttnim In the BopabUc. 

Ahioo Mio : — ^The amount of information which it is 

my purpose, in these many letters, to convey to the public 
through the medium of you, has been acquired by much 
travel and ohserration, both fatiguing and dangerous* The 
principl«a .which govern labor here and in the United 
States, are very different, and rather extraordinary. In 
the former it is a dishonor, and in the latter, it is an honor, 
to labor. It is thought beneath a white man to labor in 
the field, or at any mechatiical work ^ therefore this class 
follow commerce, professious of different kinds, or politics, 
and neglect the stafi', the soul, the spirit of the country's 
prosperity and happiness. 

I have often heard it remarked that one's stock is run- 
ninof out from want of changing the breed ; perhaps this 
might not be inapplicable to the Spanish race in Mexico. 
A young Mexican of fine education, a man of mind and 
thought, suggested this view of Ids country's fair sex to my 
cousideratioii, and cited tlie Uiuied States with their mil- 
lions of emigrants from difibrent nations, in proof of this 
remark or suggestion. A nation for years offering no 
inducements to others, hut marrying and Intermarrying 
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among themselves, and beincr tenacious of family interests 
and laoiiiy ailiances, — like indi\ ! duals, must exiiuusL iliut 
muscle, and nerve,, and mind, which nature would impart 
to them in their liberal interchanges with foreign powers. 
1 here fore, a country to be nuly prosperous in every 
respect, should make immigration and seitiement as ea»y 
and altracdve as possible, or as circumstances might admit; 
of* 'With regard to commercial pursuits in this city, there 
is much maneuver, when merchantmen arrive off the coast 
and near the port, from Europe. Specuiaiioa and biiiUer- 
ing mn somewhat high, though in the under-current, so 
that a stranger or a casual observer would hardlj suspect 
Any ehange in the commercial atmosphere; It is custom- 
ary for the capuiu to iioiat a signal to see if all is right ou 
shore; if so, thej sail in and anchor; and it not, tliey ply 
off mpA on, communicating with the -consignees bj the 
ftfeana of concerted signals agreed npofa previous to sail- 
ins, tili tu i an Sterne nts are eft'ected with the custom -lion >e 
oiheers. Snni^L'hng goods or bribing oiiicers in Mexico is 
Bo€ nmally looked upon with tliat degree of odium, which 
is conimEMm in other countries ; consequently it has been too 
muck in practice here for the wholesome administration of 
jnelioei and the rapid and permanent advancement of ih^ 
eoiBDifiy*' ^ 

HevC^ore, one would imagine that the financial prind*' 
pies most attended to and studied here, are no other than for 
the maij in odice to cheat the Government; aud ihe latter, 
in tatny by imposing enormous duties, to cheat or rob the 
fmaphii, And thos this Bjstem of '^ robbing Peter to paj 
'Pml," and ^ Panl to pay Peter," has heen embraced and 
foadiijd, till tkc n;Ui(jn is nearly banknqit, and Iut life's 
inAOid is made'to tlow in the banqnet iiaUs of her high oiU- 
« me great defect in the Mexican government is the 
:Mliiristt ef Ihe right of free suffrage to all classes, with 
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acaroelj any limitatioiiy in respect to color, edueaiumf or 

property. It is impossible for Mexico to Hourish long 
under such auspices , for the theory or principles of well 
digested governments are scarcelj uoderstood by one out of 
five hundred of the entire voting eommanity. Political 
and revolutionary elections are moved and set to the minds 
of the masses, by appeals ami prejudices. Where there 
is little or no knowledge among the governed ; where the 
mind roams in a savage state, just above animal instinct ; 
and where mind is scarcely Bppreciated by a few, even ot 
the community; the hope of a wlioleaoiiie government 
organization rests on a basis too futile to be prosperous. 
There is no hope for Mexico to survive for many years to 
come, unless she educates, and this is against her present, 
as it has been against her past, church policy. 

What may be done under new admiaistrations, can be 
but a slight improvement upon the past, without the force, 
and inflotnce of education. 

In comparison with other favored countries, j)ublic 
instruction has received but a small amount of national 
thought or guardianship, within the Republic of Mexico. 
As I have often remarked, forms of outward show, rather 
than the substance of the skeleton, are impressed upon the 
youth of both sexes, which seldom appeal to their reasons 
and their judgments comparatively^ Out of a population 
of 8,000,000, it is not presumed by the most discreet Mex« 
lean Officials and Beports that more than one in a hun- 
dred can read, write, and reason like a Spirit of Intelli- 
gence ; so that f rom this population, 80,090 may take a rank 
among the intelligent of other countries ; though they usual- 
ly lack that pliysical courage to effect any great-purposes. 
It is reported that the ti umber of scholars in college in the 
State of Mexico is not far from 300 ; in that of La Puebla, 
420 ; in that of Michoacao, 560 ; in that of Guadalijan, 
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720 ; in that of Nuevo Leon, 120 ; in that oi Oajaca, 400 ; 
ia that of Duraogo, 200 ; and in that Cbiapa, 160 ; and 
with reference to the other States in thia respect, I could not, 
nor faaye I, up to the present period of time^ ohtatned any 
satisfactory information ; thoufrh it may be presumed that 
the same ratio would iasue, based upon nearly the aame 
ttnoont of populatiooi jet this deduction will not alwajs 
hdid good in MezicOb 

It is presumed by intelligent Mexicans tliat three fourths 
of the population have never been ushered into the light 
and iafluenqe of a 8peUing*book ; hence ignoranbe and stu- 
pidi^ float kk 4he council halls of the nation. In the city 
of Gaudalajara, there are two scientific and literary acade- 
mies ; that of Sociedad i^llvoatrica, and that of Falangede 
Ifistmda . From the consideration which I have been able 
to take of Mexican Idterature, with the narrow means at 
hand, 1 feel proud to report that jO^at improvements are 
now visible, which have been made within a tew years, 
respectbg primary and secondaij education* The expen- 
ses of public instruction are commonly borne by the State 
Governments and Municipalities ; besides in many of the 
considerable towns, there are schools wliere the youth are 
tangtty not only to read and write^ but many of the higher 
bnmches of a Spanish education* 

In the city of Mexico, there are 129 public establish- 
ments of learning, with 7,200 pupils of both sexes. The 
establishments dedicated to secondary education in this Re- 
pulbic, consist of conciliary seminaries sopporte4 and direc- 
ted by the clergy. The colleges and institutes of learning in 
the several States are supported by donation funds settled 
upon them, and by direct appropriations ; and the national 
eoll^jes are.alsO'in the same manner; of that class there 
are ten in the capitals of the'bishoprics, and of the latter 
class, there are six in the city of Mexico, viz : San Ilde- 
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fonso, San Gregorio, San Juan de Letran, the School of 
Medicine, the College of Mining, and the Military College; 
also, three public libraries, Yiz : that of -the Cathedral with 
18,000'Volames and manuacripts ; that of tho Uniyersity 
with' about d,000 Tolnmes ; that of San Gregorio with rHore 
than 11,000 ; and that of San Juan de Letran with about 
11,000 voiutnes. Of late years some progress in the arts 
and trades has been attained in this Republic; and in this 
view, painting, lithography, book-binding, sculpture and 
engraving on metals, have received some impetus, noting 
a new era in the national advancement of Mexico ; that 
mechanical industry, in its various departments, hm awak- 
ened from its slumbers, and imitating foreign skill impor- 
ted to her shores, it haa stamped them upon furniture, 
carriages, and architecture, plating and jewelry. In the 
city of Mexico, there is an Academy of Fine Arts, called 
San C^os, in honor of Charles HI, which sustains a high 
repuialion. 

Adios, 

Sefior, 

Agjucola. ^ 

Cjmcikkaiub. 
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LETTER X. 

Mode of 'IYa^ ( llf^^^ In Mexico— Ciiliacan, the Capital of Clnaloa— Its Importance— 
FruductiouB aboattbe Capital- Border and Interior Jndlans—Yaqul Indkna-^ 
fIjBtem of 81ftv0iy— Character of ludiau Servauta—Peonage Extinct. 

Amigo Mi'o : — So far as I have traveled or been able 
to gain information of those closeij connected with differ- 
ent parts of the countiy, I shall not restrain myself from 
giving you sncb particulars as may be of interest. 

The mode of travelling generally in Mexico, is on the 
back of a mule, and little attiention is pai4 to the improve- 
ment of trails, or the making or repairing of roads. Out 
of the city of Masatlan, there is no road for wagons, carts, 
or carriages, except to the Presidio of Mazatlan, seven 
leagues distant, which fortress is now in ruins. The capi- 
tal of Hie State of Cinaloa, Ooliaoan, is situated on a river 
of the same name, in the midst of a beaAdful and rioh 
agricultural country. The |)0|)ulation of this city is nciU* 
9,000 ; its streets^ with a neat i^iaza, are JUud out regularly, 
and it possesses much iidand trade. The nunie of archi- 
teeture, or rather, the order, is the same as that of Mazat- 
lan. Tlie Plaza, the uuumuring rills, the ])hiyt'ul luuntains, 
the champaign and mountain scenery, the pines waving 
their green foliage in the gentle breezer^U eonsi»reto 
eommingle with new associations of thought, and impress 
the mind, most vividly, with the beauiiec and grandeur of 
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nature in this region of country. This ci^ obtains a eon- 

siderable importance t roni being the seat of the State Gov- 
ernment ; and during the session of the Legislature, it is 
made the resort of old and shrewd politicians, as the 
seats of State Governments are in the United States* 
Where the payment or handling of monies is concerned, I 
must admit that Mexicans are nearly as shrewd and maneu- 
rering politicians^ and laj as many fool means to effect their 
political endsy as the broken-downi ka^^riddm politicians 
not of, but in the State of California* 

By the way of the trail, the distance from Mazatlan to 
Culiacan is over two hundred miles, and the intervening 
distance between these two cities is rough and monntaia- 
ous, and but little of the way is embellished by the hand 
of art in tiic iulju.-^tment and cultivation of ranchos or haci- 
endas. The terms rancho and hacitiuda are little under- 
Stood in the United States ; rancho means the same as a 
farm in the northern States, and hacienda the same as a 
cotton or sugar plaulation in the souUiern States. Cotton, 
sugar, corn, beans, rice, and vegetables of various kinds, 
and fruits common to this climate and a.low llUitude, are 
grown in great abundance in the Ticinity of Culiacan ; 
also mining interests are not neglected. The cuitivation 
^of coffee is being introduced into this State ; and it would 
seem to pay well from the fact, that coffee, owing to its 
being prohibited from importation, is worth thirty cents or 
more a pound by the wholesale, and i)y the retail, fifty cents 
a pound. 

The importation of coffee, like that of sugar, rice, wheats 
com, or any of the eatables of life, is forbidden, which one 
would think, might tend to stimulate the agricultural indus- 
try of the country. 

Contemplating, as I have been led to make inqilirieB 
with reference to Indian tribes in this country, the weak- 
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Bess of the Mexican nation and their waut of ability to 
strike terror/ fear and respect io the northern and middle 
hordes of Indiana, witii whom they are living in 60 close con- 
tact; — I am informed by an iiUelligont Mexican that near 
the Gulf of Caliioiiiia, and below Guaymas, on el Rio de 
Yaqni» there is a tribe of Indians living, wielding much 
power^ who lay an annual tribute upon the Mexicans near 
them, that cultivate their claimed poj«se.Svsion?. 

The land on this river is said to be rich, and represented 
to be unequaled, in the State of Sonora, in point of fertil- 
ity, and abundant producttonsy peculiar to that latitude^ 

It is said that these Indians have never been <$6Dqaered ; 
and consequenily Iduk ^vith a savage contenipi upon the 
prowess and martial spirit of the Mexicans ; and tor many 
years .these have ceased to wage war on these Indians, 
with the hope of ultimate success, in the conquest of that 
produciivr tiact of country. Many ot ilinn are rich in 
stock and lauds, niakinLr >laves of a certain caste of their 
own race, like the Hindoos. Slavery does not exist in 
Mexico in the same sense as in the United States, cor does 
peonacre as is usually understood ; but ])ublic opinion, asso- 
ciaiionsj and a voluntary recognition, on the part of the 
colored race, of their in&riority, from the fact of their 
doing and being coerced by circumstances and long usages, 
to perform menial services, have indelibly stamped them 
as a class wiioliy dLsunct Irom the pure Ca;>tilian descen- 
dants. , * 

To their superiors, these Indians or mixed races seem to 
readily recognize their true and relative position in domes- 
tic avocations, in the same manner nn ihe blave> do at the 
Bouth. Whe^ employed by the day, the month, or the 
year, they are treated in the same or worse manner at 
times, than the slave, not being allowed any peculiar priv- 
ileges about the house, which a slave, under like circum- 
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Stances is not entitled to. By the incessant revolutions in 
this Repoblie, the /meient system of peonage has become 
extinct ; and consequently, it is a matter of great difficalty 
to carry on an extensive operation of agriculture, as there 
is no dependence to be reposed in retaining this class in 
one's employment, when most needed. They take invari- 
bly the advantage of necessity, and know no bounds to 
their demands for wages, till actual want enforces them 
into a compliance* 

Adios, 

Sefior, 

AQ9IC0I«A« 

CixcntvATUih 
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L£TX£B XI. 

PopnlAtloii «r MwatlMi— Wealthy Verelianti— KJndt of Goodt— Chmoteit of dtf> 
Arant kinds— City PoUeft— Crimefl and ImpriMnmente— Number of Persona 

rhar^rf J with cHmr per vrnr in the Republic— Difflerent kinds of Crime— PabHc 
XmprLiouaieuta— Ditfcbargiuy Cai^oes of MercluuMUie— Servauta caUe4 Carga- 
don. 

« • 

Ahigo Mio : — ^1 am not aware that there is any defi- 
nite mode of arriTing at the popofaition of cilies^orof 
political divisions in Mexico^ as in the United States ; for 

a general census is seldom taken ; therefore the population 
of this country must, to a great extent, rest upon open sup- 
position. The population of the city of Masatlan is com- 
puted to be 12,000 of all shades; and perhapsyof that 
number, one twelfth is . white and can trace their origin 
wholly back to tlu ir Spanish ancestors. In this city, there 
are several wealthy merchants of different nations, who 
Import goods largeij from Europe; and there are also 
Mexican capitalists who hitve extensive ranches or haci- 
endas in the country, even one hundred miles out, and pass 
a part of their time in town, and a part on their raachos 
or haciendas* English, French and German goods seem 
to he most used, and generally in demand ; and also French 
brandies and wines; but few articles mauutaolured in the 
United States are shipped into any of the Mexican ports 
on the Pacific Here I saw professional men, and me- 
chanics, and those of all the common pursuits of life, usu<- 
ally assembled in , cities ; and none of these I have as jet 
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heard of being particularly ilisiiiiguished in their peculiar 
avocations for skill or talent ; however, they all seem to 
moye along paasivelj and ttoambitionslj, and appear com- 
fortably, — to eat and drink, and breathe air, even not unlike 
a live Yankee. So far as I am able to judge, the munici- 
pal laws and regulations of this city are well dignsted, 
organized, and executed as efiectoallj, or even more faith* 
fully carried out than is usual for such to be in the United 
States, in cities of the same amount of population. A jrood 
city police is kept up regularly from nine o'clock at night, 
till twilight the-nezt moming,--«nd a pleasant quiet and 
stillness prevail, except the watchmen's shrill cry ; which 
adds much to the pleasure of a iamily residence here. 

Every hour of the night, the watchmen shout and 
exelaim to the full height of their voice ; ^ all is welV' and 
thus the city vigilance moves on all night. This, at first, 
seemed intolerable to me, especially, if a brawny watch- 
man took his stand near my window. 

He is armed with a polished musket, having a bayonet 
attached, and is quite firm and determined, as well as 
undaunted, in the nocturnal discharge of his duty. 

During my sojourn of nearly a month in this city, I 
heard of few crimes being committed within its corpora 
ation. A chain gang is oommonin most of Mexican cities, 
and is considered a good mode of punishment to prcrent 
the commission of crime ; as the public gaze, that frown of 
mankind upon corruption, thoiigh corrupt, seldom fails to 
strike a damper in the most hardened criminal, and slowly 
yet steadily subdues that stubom spirit, whicfe, in a prison 
never can be touclied. To increase crime on the contrary, 
confine a criminal after his sentence to a parlor, give him 
wine and birandy^ and sumptuous repasts through his inenda 
every day ; letting the Grace and Beauty call on him to 
soothe Lis wounded heart ; and by this means, one who has 
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broken and put at naught the law$ of his country, fetis him- 
self not degraded by punishment; and hence 'punishment 
ioset its whole eiiicacj, — aod the moral tanej the spirit of 
Bociet^y nnh to eommon pr&fligaey. 

In looking OTOr the criminal statisties tff Mexico^ I find 
about twenty-<)iiu thousand five hundred and five persons 
charged with crimes and taken to prison aimuaUy ; or near 
OB^ to* eferj ftm hmidred of the entire popnlatkm ; of 
i^ioiii**fticlr t^nsand nine hnndred and forty»ibnr have 
commonly been set at liberty on preliminary trials ; seven 
thousand eight hundred and fifly sentenced according to 
their crinies f ' one' hundred and twenty-one sent to their re- 
speetfte quartan f eight thonsand five hnndred and ninety 
stood ex-acorda, that is, without decisions ; and from tlie 
whole^ numbers, six thousand and seventeen were arraigned 
ibr liumAB ; three thoasand and ninetjHseven for drun- 
kMaliii;' diie fhevfiind one hundred and thirty-eight ibr 
vagrancy ; two thousand eight hundred and ninety-two for 
violating police laws ; seven hundred and twenty-six for 
ineootmence ; one hundred and eighty-one ibr wounding 
other*; Itjodred and forty-ene for swindling; three 
hundred and eighty-nine for suspicion ; one hundred and 
twenty-one for rape ; one hundred and forty as fugitives 
from justice ; two hundred and thirty for homicide ; twenty. 
fS^wm as fidse coiners ; twenty*two forpandering ; forty for 
adultery ; and five hundred and eleven for carrying arms. 
This information I have given as I read and heard it; 
heweveTy it would seem to me from the perusal of the news- 
paper caleodari that the aforesaid number, per yeu*, would 
greatly fiill short of the actual per centage iu the commis- 
sion of crime. 

My object in this tour is to notice and record incidents 
nldA maj have a tendency to iUnstrate and demonstrate 
more fully the habitSi manners, customs, laws and usages. 
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than is coinmonlj read from casual observation ; and this 
too, without prejudice against,, or bias in favor of, ibis 
people. Public improyementft are not considered of much 
ooosequence heroy except those tending abeolntelj to shel- 
ter or protect. « 

No wharves are built out into the harbor to facilitate the 
disembarkation of goods ; however, two have been begun, 
but want of the spirit prevented aaj considerable eztensioB* 
The manner of discharging cargoes arriving in the differ- 
ent Mexican jwrts on the Pacific, is to make use of a lighter 
as far as practicable, for tlie water near the beach is sboaL 
Then the goods are packed out of the lighter by servanta 
called eargadariy into a reception or government store 
house for inspection. And fi uni this, they are taken to the 
consignees in dili'ereut parts of the dtj » though not till the 
dutj is paid, according to agreement or considar valuation. 

Adios, 
Se£lor, 

• AasicoLA. 



* I 



Digitized by 



I 

I 



I 



OJT 1U£. MEXICAN COBDILL£BA« 6^ 




Iwlitti Ca^adord, Oieir Saddles fl>r Packing, thalr Streii^tli» rattoneeand £ndiar> 
infli''*ltlfifd Caal«t-lBllii«iiea of MeUfldon' Upon th« iDdlane-^AfriTal and 
Itoaitaiiil WAfTif*^ * iTIwir ol^ti of Sxploiatloii and SettlomenU 

Ammo Hio— These servante called cargadors^ are In* 

dians or mixed breed ; and but little or no difference can I 
see ill ilu culor of these indiuus and those fjurtLer north. 
Often bave I been aurprised to see the burdens wliicb these 
caigadorS'Oonld sustain and walk under ; I have been told 
that gome of them could carry four hundred, and even six 
huadred pounds, a short distance. lu carrying theatj heavy 
bardensi these i^irgadors make use of a kind of saddkycon- 
natiiig of M^m&t pad, eighteen inches long, fiy^ i^iches in 
diameter, and ^l&jfiie fonn roundish and rather lanceolate. 
To both ends there is attached an Agave band, near ihree 
ii^cbea wide, which resembles hemp ; this band is just long 
enoogk to let the pad fall and rest on the shoulder^ — the 
band- extending over the forehead. The cargador, with a 

\f)n^ nri «honldor?. itfumIK- w<i1l:- lu-ilf ?tooprd, tin-owing 
the burden wholly on the pad* These servants seemed to 
be posseted of gr^ mnscular Btrength, and of ahardy en« 
dnrance, living in a manner to awaken our sympathy, not- 
withstanding they are clearly working out a manifest dcS' 
tiny, I saw them cai-ry so jnuch even, that their leprs ' 
would seem to half bend under the weighty as they walked 
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along near me ; and in this condition, they appeared patient, 
oariog to save only a little for the morrow* From my owa 
^baerration, I should judge them mach vfDre patient in en<» 
*^3ftiring service for others than the IndiaiMOif the DOfth. The 

Indians of the cities are mixed more with the whilte race, 
than those inhabitiog the mouatauis; howener, majqj iuU 
blooded Indians live in the towna^ and nsnaUj pal|||||k-all 
menial aertiee. The mixed are mechanics of ^arioonMa 

and ])erform labor requiring' inore skill and a g^reater exer- 
cise of reason. Masonry seems to be better understood 
than mechanism, and in the construction a qgft lifeLpil' 
lars, and eolamns, I saw numeroas infltanses '^ their 
predilection in this respect. It may, however, result from 
an innatp principle to imitale the ))< r uliarity of many of 
their partial Moorish ancestors. Without doubt, these In- 
dians are descendants of the Aztec race, iriio^ long before 
the conquest, had spread themselves over mnch of Mexico ; 
and, though the IjoikI- oi civilizaLiuu have been tin own 
around them for more tlian thi ee hundred years, with (Jhtis- 
tian grace and teachings, they seem not to have profited 
ntnch bjr example, or under such influences. Tlfla part, or 
the Indian character as seen in Mexico where T have trav- 
eled, will be touched uppn more fully in other and my con- 
cluding remarks. 

During my stay at the European Hotel in Martian, 
several intellifirent Americans arrived from San Francisco, 
and remained there a tew days. They were received and 
treated with courtesy and attention, far more than is com* 
mon for Americans to-extend to foreigners. Americanii 
. think too much of that- Almighty dollar, to pause and no- 
tice even general courtesy, till they go to foreign lands and 
BiTe there taught to blush at their own perverse s^fishniBSti. 
This, however, may be greatly owing to the hiteUectOal 
peculiarity of their own natural organization. This na- 
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tloiial characteristic I should not have mentioned, did I nol 
feel forced to^ knowing with how much indifference foreign- 

ers, especially. Mexicans^ are looked upon in the United 
Stntp*, by too large a class oi my countrymen, in the way 
of awarding to Mexican gei^emen the palm of true poUte- 
ness ^pd fof h^aranc^ and that of suppressing in themselTet 
a revenging temper when Americans travel in theur country. 
The Americans alhi.Ird in, came liiiluT with the ex^u'ess 
intGj^^^fm of penetrating Lower ( ;il;l(tnii;i nml the State of 
Sonora, to discover more particularly and geplogically the 
min<epdlwealth in those regions, and to settle in s<»ne part of 
the coniU! v Llicj intended to explore, pure liasing a rancho 
otha/oienda^ if found pnicticabie, and the inducements strong 
enough . to remain in the country, and the secority of life 
and property, jyo all appearance, su$ciently guaranteed* 
- ^ Adios, 

Seuor, 
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LETTER Xm. 

jRepeal of Old Laws by Coraonfort, and the PrlvUegei thereby gamed for Forclgn- 
•n— MiUttftof fbe ConntiT', ind Ms elftct«*QeD. Cistro of Monterey, State ot 
C«U— Obetinacy of the pMldlng Governor, Blanoirto-Fablle Sehoola* 

Amigo Mio — Under the administration of Comonfort, 
old laws disqualiiyiiig foreigners from holding real t&tate 
have been repealed, and new ones passed, allowiDg them 

'without taking the oath of allegiance^to hol4 such property, 
Mid be protected in the free use of it, in the same manner 
as native Mexicans. Foreigners who have not taken the 
oath of allegiance, have, in this respect, more guaranteed 
advantages than the Mexico themselves ; for the former 
do not, by living out of their respective native countries, 
lorfeit tlieir procection, and consequently, in case of revolu- 
tions, it their property be seized by the government they 
can appeal to their respective countries through their sev- 
eral ministers, for indemnification. This repeal and pro- 
tection, will have a tendency of the utmost importance to 
resuscitate tiie country, and introduce a new and important 
system of agriculture. 

^ With reference to the milida of the country, I was informed 
that a few companies of soldiers are sUitioned at the garri- 
son in IMazatlan, and most of the gentlemen with whom I 
have chanced to converse in this respect, look with a jeal- 
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oas eye and indifference upon tlie Mexican regulars, as tak- 
in^ the country together, too large a number bj far, for 
the nation to sustain. 

By good aathoritj, I have been informed that forty thdite- 
md rcgnlars, with the different grades of oflScers, are en- 
rolled in the Repubh'c of Mexico, to pcrto! m military ?er- 
rice when called into the field ; which military power and 
armanent would impoverish and bankrupt a prosperous and 
nourishing nation ; hence what will be the consequence of 
Buch an army preying upon the vitals of Mexico ? 

Recently, I have marie the ac(iuaintance of Gen. Castro, 
of Monterey, in the State of California^ and also his pri- 
vate secretary. It appears from his own statement, and 
that of highly respectable gentlemen of this city, that the 
President, Gen. Comonfort, appointed, through favor, Gen. ' 
Castro^ GroVernor of Lower California, not long since, and 
in Jan., 1856, he came down to this city, intending te go over 
to La Pa2,.the seat of government of Lower California, and 
assume the reins of government. In this respect he has 
found himself considerably foiled, and, perhaps, entirely de- 
feated in ihttt dajeet ; ior the acting Govemor of Lower 
California is A «BSbi6oi» ind godhead man, who, having 
risen from the trade of a common hatter, within a few years, 
to his present condition, would not be found willing to yield 
his poaition of honor, and the easy means of accmnulatibg 
wealth, without an effort to retain it, and prejudice the 
Lower Caliiornians against Castro. Therefore Gen. Ca.^- 
tro has recently written to the. Mexican Government, at the 
city of Mexico, touching the course he should pursue^ and 
the means he should use to obtain his new appointment. 
As yet I have not been informed as to the result of the con- 
test of thes.e two gentlemen to the government of Lower 
Califoniia* 

In the city of Mazatlan, with a population of 12,000 souls, 
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I have seen or heard of few schools for either sex ; and it 
is truly painful to a mind accustomed to contemplate the 
advantages flowing from the reception of a liberal educa- 
tion in the United States ; and that this is not, hj any 
means, confined to the rich, to the sons nor the daughters, 
but is common to all who will — to see here man, noble by 
nature, so little cultivated. In passing several school hous- 
es during my sojourn in this city, I have noticed many of 
the young in attendance, and that one of the chief require* 
menis in teaching is that of religious exercise, so that the 
pupils can perform with grace and ease the simple evolu- 
tions characteristic of the expression of Catholic faith« 

Adiosy 

. Sefior, 

Agbicola. 

m 1 

1 • 
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LETTEli XIV. 

■ 

OolBf to CkOTch of ikBnnday Honilii#>-Devotlon of M Mdean Lodlot, and ttie fit 
dJflwenoe of the oppotlte 0«k fbereto— Leiit~Lost day of Lent^Btilgloiw Pio - 
ccMloiM->Speetatoi»-BiilwftHr Ainerleooslii Foreign CoantEloo>-Clow of Lent 

Ahigo Mio Often bare I been anrased In going near 
and iiltending church of a briglit Sunday morning, and also 
feast days, to see the sexes pass me by, ou to the temple of 
their God, and divide off, before enteringi as if by natural 
impakee. WhUe the fair sex trip a|ong with downcast 
eyes and solemn countenances, to the sacred shrine, to dip 
the curved finger in the holy water, and cross their fore- 
heads, typic of their faith ; to ask tiiere of the holy Fathers 
forgiyeness of the past, and offer op a simple prayer in be- 
half of their friends and themselves, the sterner sex have 
taken their position, to behold youth and beauty grncf fully 
^de by them, as they pass out homeward, from the old 
chnrch, renovated, with a light step^ a joyful heart, and a 
'Countenance exempt fhmi'eare. ' 

This habit of gentlemen taking their position outside of 
the church, who should regard gallantry and the grace which 
adorn the fair sex, and walk, in like cases, in company with 
ladies to show them a due resf^eet and courtesy, I cannot 
but condemn as mischievous and impertinent. 

The la»t three days. of Lent aretaithiuiiy observed, busi- 
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ness of most all kinds being suspended hj law during tbe^ j# ^ 
dajSf and devodons and pcooesdons assume its stead, kl |i 
solemn and imposing form. Tet I am not awaire €hat tiMe 

ceremonials could, to any extent, sway me while my mind 
is open to reason and the free exercise of common ^ense- ^ 
Daring this period the stores and goTemmenI hooses axB 
dosed ; and for a week previous new dresses tar ladies are js' 
purchased and made up, to wear in celebration upon this J 
occasion, li is> i:oii:3idered at tkis time a vviuiL ui' lesspeeL lo" 
wear an old dress ; and consequently a lady would exert 
herself miteh to be in possession of this most desirable eoo* 
sideration. In thisf resp<H i merchants, where there i9> 
wealth in the cities, reap no sniali beiielits. At this time 
the ladies and the Indians go to church, attending devotion, 
npuaeh-more than the gentlenien ; and ia fact| il is. hi^t #el- 
dem that I have seen any of the gentlemen in church,. 
Tiiougli I am not aware that I can reasoimbly asipimi i\v\y 
cause for this want of devotion in the Mexirrm gentiem^^j^ 
yet it is pos6H>le that^they think Ibr themselv<^ in In|^e)S; 
of piety and reason. 

The la-[ day of Lent is celebrated at cvi uniL; v iih a great 
procession, carrying candies tiu*ee feet long, linages, amL 
.symbols^ typtc oi^ and peeiiliar to Catholicism; and these^ 
are most CQipmonly borne along the streets'by mixed colors, 
lii ihe seapon tuw us few of either sex, ui' liie pure Castil- 
lo origin, I am tokl, walk in these processions. The Fs^ 
tMftH^^P. church walks along in .the procession imd^ H 
dfno] \^ 0f«ilk, sustained by four altendiuits, attired jor iho 

oet';i>ioii, ;uid liiiiiself clad in pripsthoc^d costauie. with a 
' Jfh^ tiowiog gown, and a crown upon his head, la 
•Svanoe of this procession a band of church musieitttie 
Mi«h and play « sc^mn air, which is temarkably adapted 

to fascinate aiul impress the ignorant wiUi awe and I'ever- 
ence^ and with th^ mystic tbiim of sacerdotal powsv. The 
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house-top?, balconies, and all convenient places along the 
streets, are crowded with the gay, the young, the beautiful, 
and sensible, and with the gentlemen now in attendance 
upon them, to observe this religious procession, the closing 
soene of I>?it. As it passed I raised my hat respectfully, 
as ioui ic:-} Lu Lhia foreign p«.oj<ie seemed to demanj ii, and 
as it would have appeared exceedingly discourteous to them 
for me not to haye complied with so simple a requirement 
of their order of faith. 

ill foreigii countries, and surruuiKled by foreign iiilluen- 
ces, Amerijcaiis should observe to do as the better class do, 
on saidi gocaiiopft as emanate from religious worship, with- 
out the sacrifice of oooscience ; and they would thereby 
avoid difftt uliies and disf rn-i, .cid demand tli u resppct even 
by courtesy^ whjy^h i$ much to be desired iu ^ distant land. 
' jK^e ae^t lyioming at d o'clock, images of Judas I^cariot 
beiag anipiended in various parts of the eity, clad in the 
garb of betra} ill, and tilled with a bountiful and unmistaka- 
ble supply of powder, they were, at a given signal of the 
cfaofck beHt exploded, all at the same time, which produced 
a Bhoa^ of fejoidng throughout the city, the consummation 
of Lent : and then tlie dailv avocations of all classes were 
r^oumed v, ii h gooii cbeer and a free con^icieuce, aud seem- 
iagj^ .wdth TOdoabled activity. 

Adtoe, 

. Sefior, 

Agbicola,. 

CiNCINNATUS. 
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LETTER XY. 

Tteltngi of M«d(ican tieutlemen Ww&rds Auuericans — Their desix« to kiiow better 
tlie L«wt mH coneenmente of tile United States of Ameriea—TlMlr Impreesloa 
of tbe Fitblle Schools In the Tnited States, and of the ImpvoremeDts and Ad- 

vancementa generally— Their Complexion, Manners, Customs, and MoEilltj-* 
Mexican Qamblers>-The American Gambler lined— His Hardihood. 

Amigo Mio : — It is the impression in the United States 
since the war with Mexico, that Mexicans entertain no good 
feeling towards Americans, but a spirit of implacable hatred 
and oiiinity ; however, Mexican gentlemen and olficers both 
civil and military, so far as I am able to discover and judge, 
rather dispel this impression bj their open, frank, and gen* 
erons treatment towards Americans of good and reputable 
character, eomin*^ among them. Notwithstanding, in some 
parts, I have observed an impression somewhat departing 
from this but generallj it is engendered by the irregu- 
larities of Americans trayeling and residing in the country. 
Such Mexican gentlemen as I have just mentioned, endeavor 
to acquaint tliemselves with the affairs and politics of en- 
lightened nations, their laws and customs, their usages »nd 
judicial decisions upon important questions ; and they even 
become quite inquisitive for information, touching the policy 
of the United States Government, the nature and bearings 
of its constitution ; and also^ the numerous characteristics 
of the constitutions of States, -and of the institutions which 
prevaU in the great confederacy of States. 
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They think that our great social and common school sys- 
tem of edacatkm throughout the Union, the palladium of 
liberty, theaafegnavd of man's deiurest heritages, life, liberty, 
and conscience, is the wonder and admiration of the enlight« 
ened, and the the terror of the ignorant, and as near com- 
plete as human nature caa conceiye. They are not slow 
in applauding ns for our nnmerons institutions of learning 
both civH and mOitary, and concede to us the pre-eminence 
of our statesmen aiul orators, and the ability and penetra- 
tion oi* our capatalists and merchants. . They even enlarge 
upon our kitenial improvements, and speak of the appliea^ 
tiott at steam-power to navigation, rail-roads, and the pur^ 
poses of mannfaetciring, and of the invention of the telegraph, 
with rapture aud zeal, wishing that, at no distant day, their 
own eooatry might rise to similar importance. In their 
maaiMir^ ibis idftss df gentlemen are bland and affiible, and 
wodldeiMfmimd the highest consideration of Americans, did 
they but feel to know each other better. This class have 
fair complexions, and are quite active in business pursuits^ 
Id Hi^-habki they are temperate both as to eating and 
diMdng. ^D«ring a month^s stay in the city of Mazatlan, 
I do not remember of having seen a drunken Mexican of 
the' least pretension to associate in good society; and this 
I attrtbute to the great use made of wine among them* 
Strong drinks are seldom nsed^ for the climate bdng mild, 
does not seem to require the use of them. Wines are set 
on the table both at breakfast and dinner ; though claret is 
most freely used, at all times. 

miih regard to the morality of Mexican gentlemen, I 
can Milly see no difference between them and the same 
class of Americans, only the latter are not so open, but con- 
ceal mu<^ o^re of what they think or do than the former. 
Thefe gentlemen are of medium size, intelligent, easy and 
ilBMi in their external deportment, and g e nerally make 

•o 
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a pleasing and lasting impression, Qambling among them, 

may be practiced to some extent; but it is Uoin' in the way 
of amusement and recreation^ — ^not for the petty object of 
g^dn* I am told that there are profefisional gamblers here, 
who are well known, marked out, and shunned by the better 
and best class in society, in the same iii.niner as in other 
polished and enlightened countries Those who came on 
the Arizona at the time of my coming, were known and 
marked out, ere they had been in the city an hour ; and 
before a week had ehmsed, one of them had his monev, to 
the amouut ol one iituidrcd doilars, seized by the police- 
man, when on the table ; for even here it is against the law 
to gamble ; Boweyer it is persisted and adventured in se> 
eretly, as if within the prison walk of some strong fortress. 

The wliule amyuiu 1" longing to this gambler was liable 
to forfeiture, and himself to a heavy fine ; however, he was 
fined ten dollars <uily> without forfeiture, through respect to 
Americans. It would have been truly amusing to me to 
have seen him ot^nitiiieed and put in the chain gang, clean- 
ing the streets and laboring for the public good^ because of 
his hardihood and impudence in a foreign, country ; taking 
the responsibility of breaking the laws made , for the sup- 
pression of vice and crime, and the s^^cui iiy t>i dumc^tic 
firesides. 

AdioSj, 

Seftor, 

AOBICOLA. 

CiKciirNATus. 
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LETTEE XVI. 

Hours of Bu&iness in Mazatlan— Ladle?, their Complexion, Mflinici"s, Education, 
Character— Their Marriages to Foreigners— Their Morality and the Sympathy 
ttetMllli «Bftela < M y Chwactw of tbe Mixed CmIm gweraUjr— Tbatr 
Wages— Eflfect of Politicians upgai fhrati—Tlietr Predbpotf Hon for « Town lift^ 
Molitf Cooltttt of tfl CIMMS. 

■•••''>.'-•• 

Axx0O Ibo : — ^With reference to the bourn of bnsmesSf 
seldom nracb is done beibre eight or nine o'clock in the 

morning, and it is pursued quietly, till five o'clock in the 
afternoon ; though generally with advantage and success. 
I hare seen man7 ladies of a fine Mmd.color^ descendants 
of the old CSastilians. Many of them, to my surprise, have 
blue eyes, auburn liair, aiul rosy cheeks. Their fbrnis are 
delicate, possessing small hat^ds and wnstSi tapering arms, 
small feet and ankles, rosy lips, small mouth, white teeth 
well arranged, usually in due |)ro|)ortion, black and blue 
eyes, black, auburn, and red hair, straight and acquiline 
noses, and finally, rather short of stature. Their movef* 
ments and walk are usually attended with ease and grace, 
though they may not be able to read or write. The iup 
struction of the female sex is, I am told, most shamefully 
neglected; for the largest portion of them is tar from hav- 
ing reeeiyed tl|e first rudiments of a Spanish education. 
NotwitbstandiPfe they ore affiiLble, some of them 4iaturally 
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intelligent, and most of them coamidnd respect and courtesy 

from strangers, because of their natural goodness of heart, 
and being ever ready to perform good offices to their fellow- 
beings* Tfiey seem to be more plausible, and kinder to 
strangers than the gentlemen usuallj are ; — and this may 
be accounted for, from the fact that many have married 
foreigners, who are found to be more attentive to their 
wants, and better providers than the Mexican gentlemen 
themselves. 

Several Mexican ladies in Mazatlan are married to for- 
eigners, and are rearing healtliiul and iiappy Ikmilies. 
They appear to live happily and quietly, having a kind 
and sympathetic respect for each other. So far as I am 
able to judge, the female character among the better class 
of Mexican ladies, assumes the same high tone for purity 
and morality, that it does among our own fair sex, in the 
United States. I am ever happy to advocate the morality 
of the female character, in whatsoever region I may seethe 
representatives of it, — though I should not, had I no just 
reason to predicate my position upon ; for every one should 
have justice awarded in proportion to merit and durable 
worth. It is not my impression that when a Mexican lady 
departs from the path of virtue and reetftude, her own sex 
heap upon her that scorn, abuse, forgetful ness, and utter 
contempt, that is so common among our own ^country la-' 
dies 1 They seem to weigh the wale of humanity, and panse^ 
and think, ere they too hastily act whoUy to the ruin of 
others ! They sympathise with her upon her fallen condi- 
tion, buoying up her wounded pride, and affording iier 
many kind offices and a^anoe for repentance and recog- 
nition into the sacred bands of society. This practice ap- 
pears, most assuredly, more Christian-Uke ; thougli it should 
ananate from a horde of barbarians. The lower class of ^ 
the community being Indians, and some of a mixed breed 
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and formerly ludiaa J^eonesj without any advanti^ges but 
what nature liaa given them ; nothing can expected of 
them on the score of morality, and.it wonid now really be 

a wonder to me, if they are nmch in m K nih r of tlic Aztecs 
or other Indian tribes oi' ilm country, at the time of the 
conquest. This ca«to now perform the labors, both in the 
hooseandin the field; however, they are free, laboring 
for whom ihey please. The Hiales get eight dollars a 
montli, out oi which they board aud lodge themselveB ; the 
females perform the labors within, most commonly such'as 
washing and other menial services, for the wealthier classes 
of the community. These Indians seem to be happy and 
conieiil, liii aroused to assume a more promuient standing 
by promises of wealth and prefermc^nt from those plebeian 
or patrician politicians, who infest this distracted country 
like vultures, if they will espouse their cause— their woA 
of rduiiiiaiioii— ;n:(i bear ;;i ni< under tlioir sacred banners, 
until that i*efoniiution is complete, and ihey are installed 
into the richest and most potent offices of State. Then 
these promises, in part, still continue to be promises ; and 
the Indians would have been much better off' had they re- 
mained at hooic, living upon a niu;-t scanty allowance of 
beefy and corn-cakes, with some Chili peppery'^and having 
Ofliy a blanket to shield them from the northern blast ! 
They prefer a town life to that of the bracing air of the 
country, though they might raise an abaiidauce there, and 
liv<B m princely luxury, were they industrious like those 
who settled on Pilgrim Bock. I have often smiled to pass 
the housee of this class in Mexico, and looking in, to see 
their neatness and contented di=.pu.4[iuns, so well adapted to 
itm low state, when comparing them and their condition, 
in tthnd. with other more favored countries. AU classes 
in llie body politic, seem to a stranger, passive and capable 
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of enduring great privHtions r and when in affluence, they 
do not appear to be pufted up hj the follies of fortune — ^ar- 
rogance and vanilj. 

AdioB) 

Seiior> 

AOBICOLA. 

ClliCINNATUS. 
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LETTER XVn. 

Barron anr^ Fnrbr»? Tb.rir I'.ar'.i-hrnfiit from Trpfi" — Thrfr it]-mi tr-ii Policy Alld Ad* 
herencc to tiie aauta Amm I'arty— Their Mamiers axid Ciiaracicri. 

Amigo Mio : — Among the gentlemen acquaintances X 
have made at Maaatlan, there are two prominent charao^ 
tera— Barron and Forbes— 4he former the English eonsnl, 

and the latter the American Consiil at Tepic, sixty miles 
inland from San Bias. These gentlemen tigure largely in 
the political and financial atmosphere of Mexico ; and of 
course, thej are consequently, sometimes in the minoritj, 
when they must expect a reaction in their disfavor, in a 
country so often disti'acted by intestine commotion, which 
enkindles and makes more acute their financial acumen. 
If I mistake not in the date of the months these Consuls 
were, last December, 1855, banished from Tepic by the 
Castailos or Comunfort pai'ty. This party are at svsoids' 
point with that of banta Anna, and consequently, retaliate 
in the same manner that they have been, imposed upon in 
dmes past The h<niS0 of Barron and Forbes takes the lead 
in tli(j support ot" Santa Anna's party at Tej)ic ; and it has 
been frequently said, though with how much truth I can- 
not state, that, in a commercial and financial view, they 
bear a predominent sway to the injury of other minor es- 
tablishments. 

Being obnoxious to the Comontort or CastaAos party, 
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and having attempted to ship a large amount of silver out 
of the country, without paying the customary duty, as re- 
ported by tliis party, — it was deemed prudent and neces- 
sary to rid Tepic of these two officials* It is further said 
that there were- seven Consulates at Tepic lodged in the 
honse of Barron and Forbes, and that they made each 
Coasuiate operate to the disadvantage of the other party's 
interest. This is one side of the case, which caused the 
banishment of these two officials ; and the other is, that 
the present ruling party at Tepic desired to persecute 
them tlirough envy, and because ot their adherance to 
Santa Anna's party^ and on account of their immense wealth 
and inHuenee. Notwithstanding these reports, I am tamch 
pleased to have formed the acquaintance of these g( ntlemen, 
who, I have been inrunned, were born in this Republic, 
and are of Scottish extraction. . 

They are courteous and bland in their manners, intelli- 
gent and affable ; and I have (bund them ever ready to be 
the medium of communicating information upon subjects 
touching the political and physical condition of the country. 
For my part, I could see nothing about them, which is not 
in the strictest rules of propriety, and of good will to 
others. It is perfectly natural lur a man of wealth and in- 
fluence to have enemies in every clime, and for him to es- 
' pouse the side of politics, by the means of which he can 
advance his own interest, in the most rapid manner ; and 
as a matter of course, he must meet with political oppo- 
nents, and those engaged in similar pursuits. And thus, 
men use men when in their power, and thus nations, too 
often, wage wars for sordid ^nds. ' - ' 

Adios, 

Sefior, ' 

Agbicola. 
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LBTTER XVIII. 

Influence of the U. S. Squadron upon Mazatlan, and the Mexican Faeifle Coast, 
•ftor taking poaaeMioii of thto portion, and coasting along^The Jnat PoUcy pur- 
•aed hy the United States at Masstlaa dwlBg tbia period— Ita ElAei-Dieid oC 
tbe Amertcena lenvlnc— Their Departui«~«Amer^ana IncnnlBg lUanaage. 

Aanoo Mio >-^During the Mexican war, while the 

Americans held possession of Mazatlan, from the eleventh 
of November 1847, till the clu,-e oi hu^-ulilics, — peace, 
plenty and a good administration of the laws reigned here 
under the influen^ee of the United States' squadron, which 
consisted of the frigates Independence, Congress and 
Cyane, and the transport Iii.-, — under the command of 
Commodore Shrubrick, afterwards relieved by Commodore 
Jones, who arrived in the Ohio of seventy four guns. 
Mazatlan at this time, was under the command of Cbl, 
Tellez, a Jklexican officer ; but not having n sufficient force 
to retain his position, he evacuated the city and left it to 
protect itself the best it could, on being summoned to sur- 
render at eight o'clock the eleventh of November by Com- 
modore ShrubnVk. Term^ of capilulation and surrender 
were agreed upon at one o'clock F. jM., of the same day, 
when five hundred marines with one hundred soldiers and 
four pieces of artillery, composed the division that took 
possession and occupied Mazatlan, without the semblance 
of opposition ; and the next day all the iiills and eminences 
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commanding the road to the interior, they seised and 
strengthened with heavy ordinance. 

After Winds some slight skirmishes occurred between 
the Americans and Mexicans nut far from the city, but of 
no great advantage or consequence to either party. The 
frigate CJongress and sloop of war Portsmouth, under the 
command of Capt. Lavallette, had taken Guayraas on the 
twentieth of October, after a severe fire, continuing nearly 
an hour, doing considerable damage to the town, and killing 
and wounding ,a number of Mexicans. The American 
squadron under Commodore Shrubrick, and afterwards, 
Cktmmodore Jones, blockaded and occui)ied all the Mexican 
towns of any importance in the Gulf of California, and on 
the Pacific coast, from October 1847 till the termination 
of the Mexican war. A military Governor, custom house 
officers, and other subordinate oihcials were appointed at 
Mazatlan by the Commodore, and every precaution re^ 
quired with reference to the distribution of justice and a 
due execution of the laws made for the public good* which 
wisdom and discretion under the peculiar circumstances of 
holding a conqnered city, could reasonably suggest, was 
resorted to, and duly exercised on this occasion. In front 
of the town there was always a portion of the squadron to 
act in concert with the force on land, and this had the de- 
sired eifect to preserve good order in the city. I have 
been told by good authority, that the period of (he Amer* 
icans holding possession of the city was that of almost ab- 
solute peace, which inspired the community with energy 
and renewed activity. Foreign duties ,were greatly di- 
minished, and those inland were expunged from the code 
of the municipal laws. Fair prices were paid for all the 
provisions and necessaries required by the Americans, 
while here in sovereignty, — and strict justice to native 
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Mexicans, as well as to Americjin marines and soldiers, 
was equally administered, without favor or {solicitation. 

When .peace was declared in the year 1848, and the 
Americans were about to leaye the town and let the for- 
mer laws and regulations with all their iron rigor, assume 
their woinnl -way ; tliciyL; was in this fbn^igii community a 
spirit of regret, which arose in rebuke of their exit. As 
the marines and soldieiS) with their respective otficen, 
were leaving the fort and marching to the water's ed<^e for 
embarkation, and the military about to be exchanged for 
the civil authority ; the }jorticos, tho house-top^ and every 
place presenting to the eye a sight, were occupied by the' 
old -and ibe young, the fair and the homely, the beautiful 

anU tlie ugly, the maimed .ma the blind, the wise and the 
ignor^c^ to catch a farewell glance at the coufiervaiurs of 
peace fts thej^ marched near them, playing that commemo- 
rative air— ^ Sweet Home I 

Then tlie white handkerchief was gracefully waved in 
token of regret, and a silent tear graced the llu-hcd cheek, 
in ooosuQimatioii of this departing scene. During my 
stay in this dty, I have been treated^ with as much atten- 
tioji uud courtesy as a foreigner could expect, and as much 
as one should desire. It my iiu^re^iaiou that Amei'ican:3 
too frequently incnr misuB.age in this strange country, by 
their own bad conduct, and the usual contempt they enter- 
udii lur t/ijs JUcjucan institutions and regulations of Gov- 

Adios, 

^ Seilor, 

CiNCINNATUS. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Customs of Ladicg and Oentlemcn— Tbelr Drais— YigUance over Young Ladies— 
Their Marriage— Tbefar Walking In fhe Streeta^Tlielr Manner of Bhopplng^ 
Amneement at Kight— Maeqaerade Ball and tlia PoMea ateat the Doom— 
Amneementa for Qentlamen. 

« 

Amigo Mio : — ^The manners and customs of ladies and 
gentlemen are quite different in Mexico from those of 

Americans in the United States. Thej rise and retire late, 
kave eofifee or chocolate early in the morning, breakfast 
usually at ten A. M., dine at five in the afternoon, and dose 
their day's repasts by taking tea, coffee or chocolate at eight 
o'clock in the eveniiir^. They are rather sedate at meals, 
than loquacius like the French. They are polite, courte- 
ous and affable, when properly introduced to ; though fre- 
quently, I have met them accidentally, without the formal- 
ities of introduction, and iound in tliem a warm response, 
quite different from the caLcvlating M^gluhman or Scotch^ 
man^ Gentlemen dress- mostly idler the American otr 
French style ; and within the tropics commonly wear 
whitish or brownish hats, which do not so much attract the 
sun's scorching rays. Ladies dress somewhat after the 
American and French style ; though they do not generally 
lace so much as the former, neither do they wear, when 
they go out into the streets, bonnets ; but in their stead, 
they gracefully throw over their helwl and shoulders ioi 
rehozos^ which raliier look uniquely, as they trip along the 
streets, especially to foreignefs not having seen this pecu- 
liar Spanish costume. 
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It is not customary for ladies to ride out in company 
with geatlemen as elsewhere^ nor do they go out at all with 
strangers, ihsi isj peisons not members of the family^ with- 
out the protection of some one of their own near relatives, 
or a wat^htul old matron. In addi'essiog a lady with inten- 
tion of matrimony, it is necessary for the gentleman to do 
this homage in the presence of the mother, or some shrewd 
and ea<]rle-eyed member of the family, wlio usually remains 
in the paiiur ur sitting room, pretending tp be busily 
engaged about nothing, but watches most unobservingly, 
during the gentiieman^s iwpicious attendance. . When this 
watcbful courtship ends, having been as closely besieged 
and guarded as sonn n[<l castle iuruess, the bands of mat- 
rimony are published in the church, making known the vic- 
tory, and that objections may be raised. When the wed- 
ding 'l;iy is set, the Padre attired in ecclesiastical power iind 
purity of conscience, comes and ofliciates at this festal 
soene^ with large expectations, if the parties are rich, not 
in the spirit bf catholic faith, but in the embezzlement of 
;ealth. It is not custoia;iiy for Indies to walk out much 
I the streets, nor go out expressly to purchase goods. 

In isase of th^ wanting goods, dresses and the like, they 
send their servants to the stores, who request the clerks to 
repair to lUeii' Lou-l^j ur -tiid samples o: \\liat they waul 
tili^ tlicgf |m raited, and then they pay for the articles pur- 
cbaseiii This prac^ce, by American ladies, who are ever 
too fond of shopping and walking in the streets, might be 
considered rather idle, frivolous, and prudish, yet it is quite 
thd usage among the better class of ladies in the Republic, 
and udoabtedly derived its origin from oriental (^ustoms. 
Most of tlu' exercise the Mexican ladies take is confined 
to within their court-yatds, which are, lu i luu ouiniuniy, 
qmte beautiful, and on the plaza at night, when the sky is 
dMUr and ilarrj» and the aar cool and bracing. As in the 
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United States and mofit of Eu^pean countries, it is here 
deemed yulgar, and generally, servant-like, to seen walk- 

ing in tlu* streets ; tlierefbi'c, in this respect, ladies seem to 
Ibreigners to li.iv e exercised over themselves a fastidious 
guardianship. The houses, for the most, are kept close 
during the day, and ventilated early in the evening or at 
niglit. At this time of tlie day iu ti'opicul cuuatrics, there 
is much social auiusenieiit. 

Balls and evening parties and dinners, are quite Common 
in Mazattan, and I have been touch rejoiced to see the gay- 
ety and life manifested on such occasions. Shortly after 
my arrival in this city, I attended a masquerade ball at the 
French Hotel, where I have remained since my dfsem-* 
bark at ion. This ball was composed of near fifty couple and 
a goodly number of spectators, among whoru I was; they 
had passable music, a rich repast at twelve o'clock, and 
then resumed the dance till broad dav-li^^ht. Several 
policemen were stationed about the house to pr^'^^erve good 
order, — and the head of the city police was in attendance 
at the ball, clad in his insignia jof office, a military coat and 
hat With a sword suspended by his side. This gentleman 
outwardly appeared easy, courteous and affable, and com- 
mingled with the party as if he was not distinguished by 
any official capacity. 

Fish]ng,.hunting, and other amusements are frequently 
resorted to, as pastime and relaxation from busineos 
among gentlemen of leisure. Horse-racing and buUr^^hi- 
ing are not forgotten as existing among their old asages j 
noT IB cock- f\^]it\T)^ 'by the 7nost htmhle saints. Dice and 
•> chess are cormnoii gomes in the Ligiicr circle ; so are bil- 
liards and nine-pins. 

Adios, ' 
Seiior, 

Agkicola. 

ClXCINNATUS. 
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L£TT£R XX. 

MazaUaOf a point for Wlialers— Light ToDuage Duea—Whaliiig Ground about the 
Cape and on fh« coast— Fresh PlorlaioDs easOjr obtained at Masatlan^Captaln 
of a Whaler in the Port, andt^ee•M'Of Obtgbitosine&teaCralM«-'Peeiiliuity 
of Mexicans in tills respect. 

Amigo Mio : — As yet, I have omitted to mention the 
city of Mazatlan as a practicable point for many of the 

Am(irican whalers to get recruits of fresh provisions, and 
men also, who might be well adapted to this arudous, daring, 
and laborious pursuit. This mixed caste of Indians, ne- 
gros and whites, are vc i y })atienty nearly as much sO as the 
nep^ro himself, arul rnanj of them near the sea-ports are 
enured from long habits to the water, the use of boats, and 
also diving, which last feat they can perform with aa much 
ease, grace and suppleness of motion, as the natives of the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Of late, and that too with a careful foresight, the Mexi- 
can law with reference to port and tonnage dues, has been 
repealed under the auspices of Comonfort; and since 
which, any foreign vessels, coming into any of the Mexican 
ports on the Pacific, are placed on a similar footing with 
those bearing the national flag, except they are debarred 
the privilege of the coast trade, that is, carrying the natural 
or received productions or commodities from one Mexican 
port to another. This poficy is really inviting to foreign 
vessels, especially those whalers which may be out near 
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Cape St. Lucas or in that region at sea, on their whaling 
ground. Off the coast of Lower California and the upper 
Pacific coast of Mexico, whalers have, for a few years past, 
done as well as in many other regions of the west Pacific ; 
and their success is coiiaUiuiy un liit: increase, whicli being 
the case ; and whalers for more than a year have tallen 
off from getting their recruits in Honolulu, owing the 
high price of provisions and other necessaries, and also the 
heavy discounts on whalers' biiU. In the district of Mazat- 
lan, fresh provisions heing readily raised and brought into 
the city, to Bup]>ly any demand ; men not accustomed to 
high wages, but servile in their general cliaractcristics, being 
quickly engaged ; and above all, thcic bting goud and sub- 
stantial commercial houses, upon which bills of exchange 
could be readily drawn for New York or Boston : all these 
enumerated considei'ations presented in favor ui' ?^Iazatlan, 
with due deference to the opinions of gcnilemen better 
schooled in this pursuit than myself^. I submit for perusal, 
and what you, aniigo, may think them worth- Though I 
cannot dismiss this subject without hoping they may meet 
with a most carefid examination by those interested most 
directly, that the best interest of Mexico and the United 
States may thereby be greatly })romoted and enlarged. 
* Luiiiig lay sojourn in the city, a whaler put into the outer 
harbor and sent a long boat with the second mate to dia- 
cover the nature of the port laws ; — and finding the port 
charges comparatively nothing, he put into the inner har- 
bor, aucliored, was boai'ded by the custom-house otiicers 
merely through form, got some fresh supplies, apd rea^Uj 
shipped four M^cans on a whaling cruise, with.as much 
ease and as little delay, as in New Bedford harbor. The 
Captain iuibrmed me that lie had Imd such men in his em* 
j^y, and that they readily rendered him most important 
sandce on the whaHng ground. 
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This caste being sf^ addicted to the game of chance in 
their social amusementSi and for the purpose of gain also, it 
would seen to lead to an easy oonTiction in the minds of 
any one acquainted with their peculiar characteristios, that 
there never would be any difficulty in procuring any nam* 
berof toch men, at most any time; more espeeially, as 
their liying on board is necessarily found tbem, which, with 
this castCy is a consideration of paramount imporlaace. 

Adio% 

SeAor^ 

AasijooLA/ 

m _ 

CiVCINNATnS. , 

D 
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. L£TT£B XXI. 

■ 

XltpMioft tnm If MEatlm for flan BIm— K Athre flchoooef^PMieasexii— Disttf&ee^ 

The Coa8t along— Port of San bias— lUStto^-Producttons on elBfo 4!e Santiago 
— Harhor of San lila'*, n Rua^lstfrvl-Dnnfrerof it In the Kalny Season— Elevation 
of a portion ul san Bias— it8 8up^ of Wat«r— Its Uousear-OUl Spanish Custona 
BpoM-BiMloess, and thatQlAM residing heie— t ttlmiltWpfw «f the bit9^ 
PuUle UontM-Hative Hotel-^FKiictkBotel-HoterFMn. 

Amigo Mio: — Having been in Mazatlan and its yicin- 
itj near a month, I began to feel desirous of Beeing otiier 
parts of the Mexican Bepublicyand to-daj, the twenty-third 
of March, I left for San Bias, on a small Italian schooner, in 
company with several Mexican ladies and gentlemen, and 
also one AmericaD, Captain Stocker. That por.t is distant 
from this city one hundred and eighty miles* 

It was five o'clbck on Sunday afternoon^ and the schooner 
was crowded with native passengers, not unlike the Ha- 
waiian schooners sailing from Island to Island ; the cabin was 
small and appropriated to family uses ; and most of the other 
passengers of the better class of Mexicans, ten in number, 
remained on deck, eating, drinking, sauntering and sleep- 
ing there also. The passage money we had to pay was fi^ 
teen dollars -though we were found with a bountiful sup- 
ply of bread, beef, fowls, eggs, cheese, coffee, tea, and Chili 
peppers. Thus, we had to pass two long days in most 
tedious expectatioui standing or reclining upon the deck of 
a small coaster in the hot tropical sun, sometimes having 
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the benefit of lheaUadew o£the sail iat^^rveniiig between us 
and ibat seorciiing luminary* NeTertbetess, in sailing so 

near the coast, and apparently, measuring the spnce along, 
it was not wMpll/ witiiout iuteresc to my making clo$c ob.<cr- 
vationjB^ Tbe coast seems ratber shelving to the shore with 
emineaces, htUs, and mountainsju:! the bac k ground, and also, 
with some inlets :uh1 coves where native vessels might 
&aie^' ride in a storm. The cooist between Mazallan uud 
Sao- Bias, is. far from presenting such mountainous peaks as 
the coast above tbe former port. 

' In liiu atin iKtoii of the twenty-fifth ol March, our ai i i- 
vail was announced in the port of San Bhts, wluciij to a 
straager and a foreigner too, had anything else than a pleas- 
ing appearances The ^pulation of this place is computed 
to noL much exceed two thousand, and most of whom are 
Indians ox: mixed. The port of San Bias is situated not far 
fro^ . {bet month qC el Rio de Santiago, which crosses the 
rich and productive province of Guadalajara from east to 
•wt5.st, and is of considerauie ^ize for a long distance up it:5 
sooiace.f, though in the vicinity of the city of Guadalajara, 
it Ja^xptiier fmaU, passing through cafiadas in resemblance 
to those throngli which the American river, and most of 
tte'tj'alilonHa rivers pas*, uii ( me s approximaiiug the muun- 
ti^H djfttricta, In the neighborhood of San Bias and up this 
Vfre^ ^hei^ is an extensive bottom land country of almost 
surpassing fertility. Corn, beim-, rice, sugrar, coffee, cocoa, 
COUpn».tiaaana% pj^wtaias, the different species of custard- 
a|;pllli,iil9ll9geSy Umes9 imd wild fruits of a relishable flavor, 
aae^ a cansiderable extent grown, which find in Majsatlan, 

Ban ll\n<, and Tepic. a con-nniiiiL^ market. The harbor of 
^pArBias is little more than an open road-stead ; however, 
fji^ilgiljgiijt |;€»9ds run into a spiali frith behind a projecting 
90{lil|| itl»cb> appears to afibrd them almost ample security ; 

ej^^t^siyiiqg the rainy season, when the winds prevail 
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from the south-east to the south, arid from fhe south-west. 
During this season there is no safety in lying here at 
anchor; for storms and winds fall upon doomed places 
within the tropics, as if by the potent force of gravitation. 
A portion of its site near the beach, and where the business 
seems to be done, is low, sandy, and scarcely elevated above 
the sea ; yet the old part of the town is built on a slight 
elevation, not exceeding four hundred and fifty feet, which, 
in the rainy season, resembles an Island ; as it is surrounded 
by branches of el Rio de Santiago. Its watering place for 
shipping is eastwafd of the roads about three hundred yards, 
and it is necessary to roll the casks this distance through 
jungles to the river, in order to obtain supplies of fresh 
water. Winds favorable to most of the Mexican ports on 
the Pacific generally blow from the west and north-west ' 

The streets are few, narrow, and dirty ; and one, in the 
jungles would not think them laid out with very precise 
notions of regularity. Th« better class of houses and public 
buildings have not much to boast over the architecture of 
Indian huts, made of banjboo, a spc'cies of coarse reed, 
which reeds are cut off near twelve feet long, and then set , 
in the ground perpendicularly, in the form of a row, the 
size of the hut, leaving places for doors and windows. They 
are usually covered with a coarse grass laid on reeds, run- 
ning aci*oss the tops of the perpendicular ones, at an angle 
of forty-five degrees. 

Thus lo ! the poor Indian, the red man of the forest, huts 
himself in this land of perennial spring, by a most simple 
effort of plastic skill. In this port there are a few adobe 
houses and-stone buildings, though there is one which should 
not pass without notice. It is the old Spanish Custom 
House, situated on the right of the street from the landing, 
which is one-half mile from the new town. This building 
is of the Moorish order of architecture, of a very early 
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date in the history of Mexican events, under Spanish rec- 
ognitioa.- It is on a mound near dOO feet above the level 
. oCtho seiu It looks old and 8omewEMildilfiiMaifeed;ai^ 
l^l^jiroaeliing the port, it h the only bnildiiif of seemiiig 
consequence which, in Uuld reiici, singles iiatiil out to the 
ji^ !of VstBBDger. Tijdftis where the old towaoltei Bias 
)iiis ll(iealed.* The road leading to this oM Custom Hooae, 

\\ iiids arouinl ;i portion of tl>e mound in a spiral form, 
which adds much to the natural heauty aadgrandtiur ot the 
mMk It is mechaatcalljr paved with small pebUe stoiifi^ 
ifhidk work was done bj the Spaniards wheh Hhej held 
possession of the country, and iuade the numerous Indian 
tifi^^fl on the western slope of tlie Mejdcau Conhiiera cofH 
#ft6te fiom ' the BUver and gold mineB aboniiding ia those 
Tegi0n8 to ffil their proud coffers here for foreign shtpi9€Bl» 
Along the base of this mound, aiiJ the ruiid, there are seen 
growing manj of Uie fruits pecuhar to this iatitade, oomr 

'-p^ffhf a dense fiyrsst of plantain, banana, cooo% tfaa t^H 
tta>d nipple and other tropical trees, with ft thiek jungle of 
flowering shrubs, vin<.>, aitd pliuits, which render inelit^o- 
tii|} the . penetralion of one's vision } -y^t, in S'^ot ctfmate» 
Unut ttas admirers of nature with lovdj and verten^ ia^ 
pects. As seen in the cut of San Bias, this moun^ of bold 
gi|4 rock J foi'matio% presents i^eli^ I have ol^rved^ at 

..Sffiril Mr tiie por^ with a most pietuiesqne ntfiq^rooess. 

'^nik' imrl^c^ of its sammit embraces an area of Muiy 

eighty rods square, wii'n li Ini ins the site of the old town, as 
jtH^ Jti^marked in a^)rece(hn^ j aragraph. Owing to Uiis 
mb^JfSbf' ntOi tii,e business.o£ the port was removed to 
>'B«ar«r- the landing manj jears since; however, Ihe Ofld 
Custom House is now occupied, and many of the old build- 
ings suffered to go to decay, ai^ now tenanted. And in 
dBj^^JIlt ftdns jOf> a departed age are nc{w beginning to bnd 
from the rathless inertness of a mercurial, an improvident^ 
yet a desirous people. 
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This Custom House is a large, elegant and capacious 
coB&tractioQ of stone, with colopnades all around ia&ide of 
tte conr^rard) aiid^ stncooed with a snowy white cement. 
.On the verge of this mound, there is a redoubt which looks 

duvvii a perpcuJicuIar descent, liic luli heiglit of the fort, 
planted here, in .an eminent position to command the 
liarlyny tibiereate several cannon of large calibre, which 
look m i£ they might do execution if properly engineered. 

San. Sla£, there is one main street on which iiiost of 
the" buoiie^ is done, and where most of the; houses and 
huta i^re situated. There are a few foreigners in this port 
engaged in commercial pursuits, who own small schooners 
whi^h. i^ye coast-carriers, plying from une sea port 
t»WB to aqotb^* .These foreigners are distinguished by 
the^pP^'Uatioiis of French, Germans, Hollands, aad one 
American, having come to this place from California. It 
1^131^ lUJt. recjuire a superhuman effort to convince one that 
it. iaiEtc^l^ avarice, a bane that too oilen plants man be« 
neath. the sod, which prompts human nature to endure this ' 
town. The excessive heat from iL i/tinideand altitude, 
and if 11/ peculiar locality of the site, being mostly surrouu- 
de^Ji^J tow, marshy ponds, ^resulting frpm the disgorge- 
ment of el Bib 4^ Santiago, tend to lead one to this consid- 
eratmn. These ponds abound in i^'ogSj snakes, and other 
creeping, reptiles incu4en|<.to the torrid ;soQe } such as sand- 
flies, gna^ and musketos, and others too numerous by far 
to .jnention. Oientopies are common, and are looked upon 
by the natives with peeuliar and ci !n\ ling dread ; ihcy seem 
to possess natural instinct suthcieut to get under the skin, 
- lay eggs and breed -there, causing that part to be dread- 
fully Swollen and inflamed with a most dangerous viru- 
lence. All thtj^e eoiiniderations and circumstances, con- 
Spire beyond doubt, to place San Bias nearly in the same 
category as to sickness and discomfort, with Vera Cruz on 
the Gulf of Mexico. 



Digitized by Google 



99 



T9^Y£LS ON TB£ W£ST£BN 9LOPS 



la and aroimd San Bta% there Ib a iMiidei|*ro«rUi 

m* jfing-le, which one would imagine a ifiost >eapifal> fiaee 
4br ladraues^ and oilier species of wild aud ferocious aiii- 
mals. In port, tbere are bot two public bouies wliere 
Urayelers put op, bordering on all j degree of comfertt Oae 
of these is kept by a Frenchman, and the other by a ercole 
Mexican ^lemaie, of rather a durable color ; but just the 
kind ifor such a iK)6ition in such a dimatey^io eadvve the 
blasts of innnmerable ills. In putting u\) at WffMf f4Mdm 
in Mexico, I always give niy prcierenee to one kept by a 
native ; tor duch on host or hostess as tlie ca^e may be, 
miskes more exertion to pleaae and court the good humor of 
traTders, and usually is in possession of more *prlietietiiiK 
forinatiou than coTinnun tor Ibreigners ol" this class. At 
a native hotel, the tare at table consists of a greater vanetj 
of eatables, better cooked and placed before one, wUh'^ 
more cordial ^^ .od will, which civility, at h<mie"Of alMiiiS, 
applies to the critical consideration of guests, either in fa- 
▼or or disfavor of the host, far beyond common exp^tation.. 
Tthe fVeneh hotel in this place is a most meagfe aMhe^^ 
apparently it would seem like being at the mercy of tfl% 
wave, to bivouac, as it were, at la Fonda.da Huesos Duros ! 
Fare at these hotels is 75 cents a ^eal, or two daihopTfittr 
day, niduding lodging. ,* - 

In my next, aniiiro, 1 will close my description of San 
Bias and its unhappy inmates, atid lead your mind to take 
a view of our departure ftx>m this naked site^ msam^faSj^ 
tii^ me to our first station/ * ' . 

• ' ' ■ Adios, \ ' ■ '''' 

Seiier, : ^ ^" 
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LETTER XXn. 

Native Hotel— Musketos— Merchanlfll.se Landed tn Port— San Bias, a Port of Entry 
and Miipuieut ojily— Whites living here— Stages for Tepic— stuge PAssengera— 
Heard of an attack of Ladrones— Precaution— Preparation— Trunks i'ecured— 
Departure at eleven o'clock at night— Thick Woods— Expected attack. 

Amigo Mio \- — I am not aware tliat, at the native fonda 
I have seen but two apai-tments, where- travelers sleep,— 
oneof which is appropriated to the benefit of ladies, and the 
other to that of gentlemen. The beds consist of cots to 
all appearance, made of moss or wool, with two sheets, a 
counterpane and a clean looking pillow. A musketo bar 
is a necessary accompaniment to the pleasure of a sleep- 
ing apartment in the hotel ; as musketos at times cloud the 
air, and would rather miike one think of the ^tpproach of 
an eclipse of the sun, even at meridian day. 

The landii^g of goods and embarking on ship-board is 
performed here in the same manner as at Mazatlan, by the 
means of lighters and cargadors. Approaching the shore the 
water becomes shoal, and the beach is sandy, and the har- 
bor is constantly filling in by the'annual floods which pour 
down from the table lands of the Western Cordilleras. 
This place is mfejely designed and devised as a port of en- 
try, and depot for the merchandise going to the interior, 
and the commodities brought in from the surrounding coun- 
try, in favor of home or foreign shipment. 
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Few native wliites live here, except those connected with 
the administration of the govenment ; such as collectors of 
foreign and inland duties, an alc{ilde,and such as are engaged 
in the discharge of municipal functions in a Mexican sea- 
port town. There are two daily lines of stages here, which 
leave for Tepic at eleven o'clock at night, distant 60 miles. 
One of these lines belong to the old line running through 
the city of Mexico, and so on to Vera Cruz on the Grulf of 
Mexico ; and the fare from San Bias to the city of Mex- 
ico is eighty-five dollars ; thence to Vera Cruz Miy dol- 
lars, making in all not much more than one hundred and 
thirty dollars. The other line runs to Tepic only, and 
charges five dollars, which the old line charges thus far, and 
thence to Vera Cruz, it runs without opposition. 

Most of the passengers who came from Mazatlan to San 
Bias, had seven hours only to remain here before depar- 
ture. There were near twenty of us desiring to go to 
Tepic with the old line of stages, including the Mexican 
ladies and gentlemen alluded to, with several servants. I 
am sorry to say that there was not room in the one stage 
to take us all ; and therefore, the Mexican family deferred 
going till the next night. We were informed that we might 
be attacked by a band of robbers or ladrones, who before 
night perhaps, had been taking an accurate and ample sur- 
vey of our baggage, oiir persons, and above all, our guns, 
revolvers and general supply of ammunition. That this 
being the case, I am rather under the impression they 
formed a correct idea of our being ready and determined to 
meet the emergency in the best possible manner, from the 
advanced condition of our preparations, at the hotel before 
dai'k. We were more particular on this occasion than 
usual for travelers in this port, as the stage only a few days 
previous to this, had been attacked by a band of ladrones 
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near Tepic, and fired through Meen times ; though no one 
was killed, yet mie of the party was slightly wounded. 
Haying dined upoil.tiiG ample and sumptuous good cheer 
out* iuMlCAS) and illl other preparations having been made 
for ouj' journey and safety, which precaution couid reaisou- 
.ablj &ugges^— .we reclined till eleven o'clock F« M., the time 
aet ftr oar exit and adventure. Our trunks were put on tlie 
bool^^iiind the^box ks snugly as possible, and then what 
seemed very uiieummon to uie, and as if for security^ iron 
bands would be necessary, the stiige servants secured these 
trenka by^ the means of -a heavy chain well fastened to 
bolts and rings ; and thence to rintr, tin; vhiun is l<ickt'<i 
securely. This chain is used instead oi a ieatiier sti'ap as 
in the United States, because the ladrones have usually 
been ia the habit of riding up behind the stage and cutting 
the strap when the stage is in full inoiion ; aiul letting the 
ti uuka laii put, an easy prey to tiieir maurauding avarice. 
Some twelve of us well armed, having taken our seats 
wkhm the stage at the hour of departure, and the steeds 
being all ready w itli an hostler :it the head of each outside 
one, there being six in number, two at the tongue and four 
OD the lead, we bade adieu to our traveling fiiends and 
iiiOBi oorffial and plump looking hostess, and sallied forth 
witli a bound ajid gaiiopiug. gait, for some miles out of the 
town. ' 

T'ke lugfat was dark; scarcely starlight ; and what added 
■o WhmIi to ihe horror of travelling on this strange road, and 

in this strange comiUy, particularly at jiiglu, arose from 
the foad passing through a thick wooded country ft>r more 
Ihia twoaty miles out ; and most of this distance is quite 
low^ manhy-aiid full of ponds, with a close jungle on either 
aide. 

Such is the time for one to recall to mind the many dan- 
gers incurred by traveling in Mexican States, expecting at 
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any turn of the road, an unwelcome salute behind a clus- 
ter of trees or underbru&hi from a band oi' outlawfe», who in 
many places give no temiB of peace to llie oounUyi and 
who infest the highways like.Tultfires on. to pampa$, 
where the woolly flocks are quietly pasturing. 

My next letter^ amigo ink>, will be merely a continuation 
of my stage trayeliiig, giving you the most striking pArtio- 
ukrs which may have elicited my notice on tfafe way to 
Tepio. 



Sefior^ 

AOBICOLA^ , 

CmCINNATUS. 
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LETTER XXTIL 

First SUtfoDf its as^t and Soil— The Improvements thereat— Digpatcli of Mexican 
H o i flw llF-g Ur -Uglit*i apt. Stocker— Beady Ibr an attack by Ladronm r O B Mti 
— l^Ild BiTda— liHiidacapa— gecond Stetton-" Aapect of the Coimtrj— ScmUI^ 
Troy Coach— Tlilr.l Station— Bracing air— Country more Cirttlv*te4-lti Pfo- 
4ttctiona Comtiy aapeet conttnoed. 

Akigo Mio : — ^Having all lurrived at our first station, 
we Mt -a sensible relief in 3rie]ding our seats for a few 

moments, that we might stretch ourselves, and regain man*8 
erect estatei by waliung on the eartbj even in. a foreign land 
and taking in a few breaths of its soft balmy atmospberey 
without being in a flight. 

. We iiad pa^ised along quietly for miles, for it really 
seemed^milesy^epe we came to tbe first post to*^t our .relay 
of nrales to proceed on* 

The aspect and general contour of the lawn into which 
we eutere^y from tlbe thick forest behind us, seemed rather 
invitiBg to travelers at the lionr ^ midnight, ii is sur- 
rounded on either side by a thick forest of trees and under- 
growth, and a])y)<'irently in the center of which lawn tlie 
rancho buildings are located, commanding no particular ob- 
aenratians. They are of but little consequenoe. From the 
growth of the forest, the champaign country oyer which we 
had been parsing, and by. which this place is encompassed 
onjutber side, gnd the apparent abundance of needf ul sup- 
pliet at statiop, I abould . think this r^n highly pro- 
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ductivo by nature, and that it only wants the hand of a 
stronger muscle, and a firmer will, aud a good government, 
to. eYen astonish the natives themselves. 

Our coachman informed us that this station is fifteen 
miles from San Bla.^, and we all felt for the present much 
happier than a short time past, sinee eilverj starlight had 
appeared to light onr wajr. There is no house here of any 
importance, rancbos being worked by Indians, under the 
direction of a superintendent ; the proprietors of the soil 
living a town life. Therefore, the sole object here as else- 
where, one would he most read&ly impressed with the con- 
viction, is that of harvest and re-harvest, till the fertility of 
the $oil is exhausted apparently, and without a thoughtxast 
to higher improvements of %the ^lace or station* Now as 
before^ the same number of mules harnessed and arranged 
in the same manner to the stage, I observed, and that much 
dispatch was used by the servants at this post in having the 
mules ready at the time required. In fact, the Mexican 
hosiers are quite as expert in the rapid discharge of their 
several duties as elsewhere ; and it really did most con- 
vince us that we were traveling in some more iavored gov- 
ernment; for we got along with as' little delay as we might 
expect to encounter in the United States. ^ 

All being ready, and having surveyed this lawn as mi- 
nutely as starlight would permit an accustomed eye to dart 
nnder ih^ canopy of semi-dailLnesSy we respectively resiim« 
ed our seats ; Oapt. Stocker being on the top of the stage, 
immediately behind the driver, to keep a close lookout," and 
all cocked for the occasion of meeting withladrones, if they 
. durst show their sable heads and brilliant carbines. 

"During the Mexican war, and since that period, this 
Capt. Stocker has been a venturesome explorer ot this He- 
public, from north to south, and ftom east to wesl^ travelu^ 
Willi considerable raonfey about his person, or his mUljSy 
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thoagh in such a manner as not to create the least suspi- 
cion. Once or twice he has been taken prisoner, and maskj 
other times he luis run hair-breadth escapes in passing 
Ihtoii^ the districts infested bj bands of revolutionary 
characters. The Capiaiii i.^ a fair s|)eciinen of a go-alicad 
Iiiew Worker, and quite commonly, I have been told, he 
leares an impression of his indomitable perseverance, most 
intrepid eonragC) daring valor, and his general prudence in 
depoitmciii, by ai^i through the means oi vvlilrh Ke is read- 
iijr distinguished. He traces, if I mistake not, his geneal- 
ogy to thai numerous tribe of European^ adventurers who 
settled' in New York at an early day, self-styled Gotham- 
iies, ill departiiig ii um our lirst station we cast back, not 
a kudg lingering look, but a pleasing one, that we were again 
in motibo, piusing on at a rapid pace/ We were all ready 
for an attack, and havincr one hundred rounds of balls both 
in and on the outside uf Ihu slagi^ ; we were all lirm in the 
eobvielieii thtft we should give the ladrones a hot, though 
perhi^w not the most cordial reception. The road appeared 
to lend us throuiih the same thick wood and inncle as here- 
tolbre, and in passing along I was told by a iellow passen- 
ger well acquainted in this country, that we were and had 
been passing through part? abounding with logwood, and 
varieties of wood well adapled iur cabinet purposes. 

The forest 4s evergreen, and many of the trees bear blos- 
sdms of various shades of color, both fragrant and inviting. 
It being night I could see no* wild animals nor birds, though 
I was told that they abound in these regiuns ; and in simi- 
lar parts of Me^co, when traveling in the day time I had 
tte sa ti sfl fi et io nof seeing them wit|i mine own eyes. Among 
Hie-'festheBed tribe are several species of parrots, attired in 
their brilliant pluuiagc and luaking iht; old woodcs re-echo 
with 4heir songs of mirthful iestivity. In such a regionr, 
with the wild animals bounding before your soft tread, ami- 
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go ; the feathered tribe skipping, with a slight evolatioa of 

the wing Irom limb to limb, and from tree to tree, and now 
and then making a graceful curye around you, the sua 
then reflecting his radiant beanis^ on their gplden tinta $ 
and with a. landscape on either side exceeding the rich 
touch of the pencil, man can.fe^st his lainci on the actual, 
not the imaginary, and learn, though he knows much both 
by reading and traveliagf and thoiigh he is ensconced in 
silks and in coatly equipages, better how to appreciate the 
works of nature. 

The next station we reached .without an accident, and 
^yen without an attack, as we had conteniplated when, leav- 
ing the last. Happy now we felt to get out into a more 
open country, and also out of the stage, to change our 
cramped and staitQnary position. It is a most welcome re- 
lief to stage travelers in Mexico to have frequent relays on 
a public road, affording them time to rest a moment with 
limbs erect, and. thoughts around, meditating upon what 
they had and were sedng about them« , ■ 

The country through which we were now passing iasome^ 
what rough and undulating, with high hills, and iu the dia- 
tance, mountain ranges upon ranges appeared in quick suc- 
cession. The road is smooth, or comparatively free fnSm 
timbers and brush, when passing ^oody regions, and also 
from stones, when passing over broken or undulating dis- 
tricts on to Topic. The coach being made ia Troy> iu the 
State of 'New- York, of large dimensjgps, fina imd stnpnf^ 
much more so than those used in the United States ; in 
comparative safety we journeyed on over proud hills and 
eminences in lengthened age, till our arrival at the third 
Station was announced, when to our great satisfaction, dajr 
light we found, had been en the wing, and ihestm had just 
^lit up the morning scuds ■ danping before , his burm$he4 

« 



Digitized by 



OF THB UWXXCAM COBDILUBA. 106 

plane. The air is now as through the night past, cool and 
bracing, especially in propordonrto our elevadoii. A blank- 
et or a cloak, when one trayek in Mexico, at any Beaaon 

of the year, is a most desirable aceoiupaniament, to be used ' 
in avoiding the damps at night, or t^e rains by day, in the 
rainy season, 

JSt Mikg ready, and haying delighted ourselves in test- 
ing: the strenj^h and penetration of our vision, we sallied 
ibrth with bounding steeds, as if to be taught again the use 
'q£ tb» rein and traoe. The country now had more the 
appearance of cultivation en either side, and in the distance* 
Wheat and barley plainly indicated that they were fit for 
the sickle ; and beautifully in contrast with what we had 
passed through but a short time since^ the golden heads 
waved in the moq;iing breeze, coming down from the Cor- 
dilleras. 

Com, bananas, plantains, garlics, sugar-cane, coffee^ 
cotton and cacao, yet in small quantities of each kind, were 

seen growing and ripening, up the gulches and on^the nar- 
row rivulets, where water could be had for irrigation. 
This mode cf cultivation and the kinds of productions^ con- 
tinced thiB same tilL our arrival within a few miles of the 
city of Tepic ; the country open and broken ; volcanic and 
porous rocks abounding, and destitute of timber except 
here %nd there dun^ of trees eight and ten feet high* 
Near half the distance from San Bias to Tepic, there is a 
very little timber, or even wood for cooking purposes, 
which scarcety begins thirty miles inland from the port. 
There is something cheering in approaching the rim of the 
basin which surrounds the city of Tepic. 

The next I shall confine to my arrival at the stage office, 
and a^ la Fonda de Oro ; afterwards it will be my purpose 
to give a deecriptionyof this hotel in the ctame letter, which 
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may make it long and tedious: though have patience, and 
I will be your happy conductor in many parts of tbiB.nii- 
gular and stnuogel^ romantic eountry* 

Adios, 

Agsicola.. 

CiNCIKNATUB, 
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LETTER XXrV. 

AiTival at Tepic —La Fonda «1e Oro— My avarhncTit Hi '^nkfast^DMCVlptloiloftllte 
Hotel—Its Archiiwtttre aud Ornauieut»-.rtie Court X ard. 

▲migo Mio : — Our arrival at Tepic, a^r having appar- 
eoUj and fancifiiUj passed Uu^ngh many dan^^rs \ff land^ 

was announced at the sta^e office, not far down a narrow 
street from the Plaza. It was then eight o'clock, and the 
moniing was cool and invigorating, not too warm or toa 
«old,; but just sach an one as the imagination may dream 
of. After our getting out of fthe stage, dusty, fatJgued, 
sleepy aad hungry, and after seeing respectively to our 
baggage, the neoc^ and moat ooovehient st^ were taken 
to la Fonda de Oro, the Golden hotel, kept by Dona Pedro, 
a fat, short of stature, thick a:i tall, but a good natured 
landlady. I am most happy to say, au^igo, that my star 
had not failed nie yet, for I was fortunate enough to get a 
nogle room, with a good clean bed, a table and wash^tand, 
fronting the Plaza on the north. Most of iny traveling 
oompanions met with the same success, though in difi'erent 
apartments of the same building; Having ^y trunk taken 
to my room, and this being quickly adjusted for the occa- 
sion, with water, soap and towels,.! mechaQicaUy closed 
the teige doof> leaving small, apertures in the upper panel 
&r the admitaion of light and air, and turned a correspond- . 
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ing key, letting my quickened imaginatioii take a long 
farewell of kuiranm and threatened dangers* Being now 
the twenty-sixth day of March^ I found the temperatnre 

warm :md .^omewliat suflfocatiiig in my room, as I was then 
about uudcrgolug a thorough washing and scrubbing with 
the reiioirements but just alluded to. Atler this bath^ X 
endeavored to rest a few moments to resusdtate mT wearied 
frame, ere T sallied out oi' my pi ix.)!! \\ ;ilL The wulcoiiie 
news ot tiie breaktast bell having Jucen an nuu need through- 
out the hallsy which made them re-echo the pleasant soondf 
I found m^^elf attired and ready to repair to the break- 
ia.it saloon where the cedar luLle .-( vmrd to groan with 
the many good dishes prepared to my liking; some alter » 
oar mode of cooking, and others wholly SpanislL 'Oar 
breakfast, consisted' of coflfee and chocolate, Beef-steak, and 
chirkens, roasted and cuukcd oiiitii wise, sweet putatot^band 
onions, rice with fresh beef cooked together, hot cakes and 
good light bread, eggs, fish and lettuce. These didiee at 
table were all served in a most respective manner to the 
guests, for ihe use of wiioni individually there was^placed 
near the plate a fine table napkin. I am not aware of 
any butter being on the table, which, as-tei artide of knc^ 
nry and good relish, is rare throughout Mexico ; and \s In u 
had, it is whitish and unrelisliable. Breakfast at this ho- 
jM is from ten to eieven o'clock| A. M. ; dinner at Ave, and" 
chocolate at eight o'clock in the evening ; and berides, in 
the morning at six, seven or eight o'clock, chocoluLe can be,^ 
had by announcing one's desire to the chamber waiter^ 
whose office it is to call at an early hoar in &e-ittonttiig^46 
receiye the requests and orders of the guests, in thdr res- 

pL'Ctive ruuHiS. - ■ ' ' 

Having taken a udnute survey of la Fonda ^e Oce^ I dla- 
w^md it to be a large building, oceapyiag-a» area dTiiio 
iQrtldred fjf one hundred and fifty feet, and consisting of 



Digitizer 



or THBr MSZICAil OOBBILUOU. 109 

Iwo storieSy the lower one rented out for stares^ and the 
upper one ^occupied bj mine hoatess* The upper stoiy is 
divided elf into sleeping apartmenta ; a breakfast saloon 

which answers iov w. dining one also ; a kitchen and otlier 
rooms required for the conYenienoe of the house. This 
building is composed of adobes and sun*bunit Inicks, laid 
in Mexican cement, which becomes firmly united with the 
oilier materials. 

In Spanish er Mezican countries one of the chief re* 
qoi r em ente in architecture, is a wiU to so consteiiel their 
dwelling as to be impervious to the effect of heat or cold ; 
which construction 1 readily recognized in making further 
observationB with reference to this hotel. The walls are 
three feet tfaidi ; the floors eighteen inches thick, and com- 
posed of joist .-. plank>, and bricks laid in cciuunt; the roof 
is flat like ail the rest in this city, and is constructed in the 
same manner as at Masatlan and elsewhere throughout 
the whole Republic. This construction resembles that of 
llie iloor. The Public Square or Plaza, is on the north 
side of tliis hotel, which is siXuated lengthwise, extending 
two hundred feet from east to west. Frootuig the Plaza, 
la Fonda has a balcony running its whole length, suspended 
bj coiumua lilWen feet apart, with arches.neatly turned 
and extending frdm one column to the other. 

The same eohunns extend from the basis of the balcony 
to the roof of this castle-like mansion, with arches turned 
in 'the same manner as below* The balcony serves as a 
flflii^ f^fomenad^ at a&y ^me of the day, for it is ev^r cool, 
aafl Hreqnently there is a bracing mountain breeze passing 
thron^h it, which delights one very much, on cominsf out of 
his darkened chamber. Mec^hanically speaking, there is no 
Window to ihii 6diflce, but mere apertures through the up- 
per pan^ of the doors, which answer the purpose of light- 
ing the apartments by day. The door* are i{irge and thick, 
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and well hung bj iron &s(eningSy which would ostcnsMy 
bid defiance to petty thieres and robben. FrentiDg the 
fyfaoa, tbey open on to the Moony , winch r -iiat^ftaftd tii 

be a matitr uf great convenieiicf, in the proiuotion com- 
io9i and pleasure. The baloooj is tweotjr ieetwi4e^ aad 
on tfa^ east side 6f the house, there is noae^ excepj emJl 
pfojeetaofw at doors, lopking out kito the street 'Shm ietel 
is construcied upon tlie plan of a lioUuw .-.quare, aflbrdiug 
fllrl|p^f*|«rd in the center thirty by thirty wkh-A hal- 
eaj^fMiumns, and arches fonned in -the same wiaaner sia 
tlbiee AMtinj^ the street on th« north, exoefpt that thfe bal^ 
cony exteiids around tlic circle ol the court»yard below and 
irtioTe, and is near twelve feet wide. It serres as a psoia* 
eaade for the inside or coart-yard fllee})ing apartmeBts, aad 
rooms adapted to several other purposes. The hniMinat is 
plastered with a cement on the inside, and also on the ou^ 
side, whtch gives it a hard finish and whitish appearaBce> 
The street bsaoonj has a balustraide thrn feet lugh^ and 
heavy construciiuu. -ni:,ihle to the columns and arches ; uid 
that within is ooui>tructed in -imiiar moaner, < xteiiding 
froa eolumo to«e<^timn around the baleonjF. ThoTfMiiif 
this bakisti'ade id near eight indies 'Wide, and 9Jbo ektMdi 

iii »i-i/oiiLaltv Iroiii cnlinnii to roluinn. iiiat mentioned; 
and on it, Duna Fedro has a line collection ef liowering 
plants and shrubs, which she superintends and |»niaea With 
her owB careful hands. . . ' 

These iiniiiral oiuaments— ^those which no( only the en- 
Jigktcaed di light to gather and wreathe i^tojancied lea- 
looiM^- bcii the untutored IndiAn who reaias the wild ifiB^ 
ftels himself elated and delisted- when plucking thosp 
thai, maiiv t iiues, carpet the eanh and cringe at his tread — 
imprm^ them with the. imposing beauty and harmony in 
the ac^^^^t of nature's works. They add too a oooliog 
freshnefs aad charm 4o tbe.inside iMdcony, .which makes ihie 
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powel* of it almost irresistible ; notwithstanding, in the cen<-> 

ter of the court-jard, there is a playful fountain, jettinj^ up 
near titteen teet, or on a level with the balcouy, iiwl ihen 
darting off and £B^|^ngin different directions, in resemblance 
to rain, when near ^e fbmitain. 

Not !:(!' Ik mi rise fountain are set four orangre trees of 
good sizCy which are in pcrcxuiiui UIoodi, und pour forth to 
▼aricNis apartments tbtf sweet and balmy odor arising from 
bursting Bods; apd nekr tbis iCrtistic reservoir is seit^'lrtl* 
low tree, shedin^ its long and slender arm-like branches over 
this <arystal water, making it cool to the palate, w^iYing to 
the gentle tonch of the leastbreese within, and cansifig one 
to feel that yet there may be an Elysian abode f or^he good 

iiiaii to retire to rest. I have yet to describe another naiural 
omsBmenty which would rather tend to eclipse the beauty of 

the pdfet'w^tiss* 

T^ear eadh of Ibe coKimtis witBita the com t-yard, there 
grows and ascedtls lo the uiitablatures of the n]i|>ur 4 uli\mns 
oftli« bttH^g, a.cllnibing rose bush, rare in its beauty, 
lii'p«'itanii^H)kMim, ranning along near the upper arches^ 
entwininjp^ and wreaking each ether respectiTelyinto thoil* 
sands of gay festoons and uuitiue intermixture?, from t lie 
P ^ffg i^i ltk where these creepers enter the ground, to the tips 
of lA^4^kBte fingers, irresistible tangibility, around 
'ttie upper circle of ttre cowrt-yard. 

' ^* v» ' V . ' SefLor, 



Digitteed by Google 



.112 



TRAVELS ON THE WESTERN SLOPE 



LETTER XXV. 

Call on the Commercial House oT Barron & Forbes— Their Agent— Introduction to 
8enor Callier, > up«rintendcnt of their Cotton Factory— La I'laza — Churches- 
City Prison— Prisoners tor Political OflTences— Extent of La Plaza— Its Prom- 
enados— The Reservoia— Its Omanicnts. 

« 

Amigo Mio : — At twelve o'clock on the day of my arri- 
val in the city of Tepic, having made myself feel as comfor- 
table af possible, I strolled ont from my hotel to take a bird's 
eye view of the town and its environs ;.but finding it too 
warm, I contented myself to call at the commercial House 
of Barron & Forbes, now under the superintendence of 
Seftor John F. Allsopp, an Englishman by birth, though 
Jong a resident of Spanish and Mexican countries. To this 
* gentleman I had a letter of introduction from the fimi of 
Seftors Echeguren & Co., of Mazatlan, and upon the house 
of Barron & Forbes a. small draft ; both of which on being 
presented received the immediate attention and favorable 
consideration of Seftor Allsopp. I have found, amigo, this 
gentleman courteous, affable, attentive, bland and opetrin 
his deportment to others ; although in consequence of the 
banishment of Seftors Barron and Forbes, the whole finan- 
cial superintendence of commercial and factory business, 
devolves necessarily on him to discharge ; notwithstanding, 
in various branches of this business, I. have had the pleas- 
ure of becoming acquainted with gentlemen of intelligence 
and practical experience. Among these gentlemen who 
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atruck fae most favorablj, is William CoUieri Esq-^a native 
of the State of MaasaehiuettSy lo whose kind attention I 

was introduced by Seflor AUsopp on my first call to see 
^tn& genflrninn hunsclf, Sefior Collier I shall mtiutiua 
igatn^ not from fats beii^^ a odtmtrjman of ndnei bat in 
eilnne^tido With'lds fiuniiy, his bosiness, and the afiairs of 

the eouiiti-y. 

In the aiieniooD when it iiad become s^umewhat cool, I 
HoA % inmiy of the eitj and disooTered it to be laid out 
iImIsI^ at right angles, with a public sqnare or plasa neai 1/ 

ill ilie center. 

The plaza is large, and i'ronting it on either side the 
bmldiB js iris genmli j two stories high, and manj of them 
Hk^ Ito*' 'l^QMida deOh>,lmTe columns and arches, which 

greatly enhance the syuuiietrical and architectural ai iange- 
ment ot Ute square. Near the northeai^t corner of the plaza, 
rilil>iiiy djyeil and saw a massive edifice, its spire tapering 
in the wandering dondft^ with due and cqunl | proportions, its 
ba^e cuiiijumed the i icL and t'ertile eai lii ; aud ilie niaiij 
glgsanise-stones and rocks united to the various parts of its 
ffifiiiilirtiiiiii, tfMM the ancient quarries of those tell-tales, 
ft^^ which geology in her onward march, deciphers the 
couatleos ages Leretolore passed on. 

.^QUi la the church of cathohc faith, where the devout 
dMR pidl^'Of-hea^ kneel before their Grod and their saints 
iw solemn devotion, — asking forgiveness of past sins, — and 
they aie forgiven, — even tlie unholy publicans and ladi niir;s 
k^the BepUbUc like vultures, and the pickpockets 
ef the 9mnU* From this sacred altar tliey 
depart various ways with a light heart ; and the first oppor- 
tunity }>i esented, they commit the same sins again, and 
ll^ilKtlhey aire j^ooaly forgiven, paying a small pittance for 
penifeedMlnMk^ Near the northwestcomer of the plaza, 
l<$y}^C|ied mine eyes and beheld el carcel de la ciudad, the 
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ei^ prison, wbich is but ooe story high, large and commo- 
dious for the purposes intended. In front and on the roof 
de el carcel de la ciudad, (here is ever a seDtinel with an 
wnple number of citj guards at hand, to enforce order or 
insurrection^ just as the whims and interests of the migor- 
ity of the citizens may apparently desire or demand. So 
far as I have been able to observe the court-yards of the 
eitj prisons in this country, thei^ is in each a number of 
heavy ordnance ; and in this, and near the entrance, I saw 
oae cugii leered lor action. The object of such, ^o l^n- a< I 
could learn, is to ^lence as far as practicable political mur- 
murings and.to keep the malcontents in awe and.submission* 
It IS now tumultuous times in Tepic ; for the two political 
parties seem lu iiate eacii uLhir most bitterl}, and a> if 
they were not of one common couutry, and ever ready to 
assume any advantages, which the want of foresight or the 
weakness of the other party, failed to fortify and make con- 
tiiiually tenable. [This is March, 1856.] 

This X shall more definitely allude to in ^me more dis- 
tant letter^ However, there are now many prisopers incar- 
cerated, — some for civil and criminal offences, and others 
for political offences against the new organizatiun ol the 
government under the auspices of Gen Comonibrt i although 
many times individual parties make use of political fer- 
ments to revriige themselves ujxiii those they both I'eiir uiid 
di'ead. And this private, though ostensibly intended ibr 
public vengeance, may find its sneaking trail even on the 
beautiful plains of Anahuac, as elsewhere. The plaza 
embraces an area of four acre^, and on either >ide beLwt;eii 
the street and the outside plaza walks, liiere are trees, but 
not fruit-bearing, set thirty feet apart, which extend their 
many limbs and green foliage far out, rendering the streets 
and the walks adjacent cool and inviting. The chief prom- 
enade Qt the plaza extends around its whole circuit, with 
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eereral others leacUng to the reservoir and playfttifbontaia 
in the emter, and eorresponding with the oeUuigularfmiitB 

of the compass. 

These walks are permanentlj laid with flag stones ; and 
on the oatside of the prindpai promenade, seats are con* 
stmcted of softliurat bricks In the same manner as those 
embracing la plaza at Mazailan. The reservoir is large, 
and the water is clear and cool, and is much in use through* 
oat the town. The domestics come hither horn yarious 
parta of the dty at evening twilight, with native earthem 
jars, some small, and others large ; and some of these ser- 
vants with one jar on the head, while others trudge along 
with a large gar suspended by the means of a thong to a 
pole, between two of liiem. Near this holy spot, in prox* 
imitj to the church, I took my stand with an apparent non- 
chalance^ and when I beheld the good and the bad, the fair 
and the bomelj, the young and the old, the sane and the 
maimed, domestics and servants pass me by, vrith all the 
peculiarities of expressions, contortions and evolutions im- 
a^^naUe i — I ooold not avoid thinking of the good old 
Sanuritans, when going to the sacred pool to issk absolu- 
tion. The fountain plays beautifully ; and not unfrequently 
the sprays, at motniug or eve9ing, ascend so high that a 
miniataxo rainbow repays the observer for his attention* 
The reservmr is 20 feet in diameter and fbur feet high, 
composed of solid masonry, — the wall being two feet thick, 
hid m cement. At the base, flag stones are laid out six 
fcal^ ftnning thus a circular walk, which unites with those 
leading in from the principal promenade. A willow tree 
near, this fountain and extending its graceful and waving 
iMMpdMS over its cooling and inviting waters, caps the 
deaeriptioa of this beautiful square m the present number 
of my letters ; yet again for a moment, I may allude to it 
with rtference to other matters. 
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Feeling somewhat fatigued and sickened ftcm too much 
expiMiire^ I muBt beg to take a ^ood fiuewell of mj much 
esteemed friend, Agrieola, for the present. 

Adios, 

Se&or, 

CiNCINNATCSi 
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LBTTSa ^YI. 

b trc — Chlmnles — ArcliUeeture —Dwellings— Private Court Yards— Valley 
uf T epic -Vulcanic T?ock=; -Soil — ProdiictJons - Fnmjne— ^Ufrar 'F<;tRtf'fl~Ma- 
c|Uoery— Cuntinaous Cropa~Cafie« riaD^tiyoa— Pasturage—Fine Horses aiMl 
CanrtagefH-Boljr Fadre In a Carriage— Woo^land—Fael— Lumber— Fencing. 

Amm 'Mto ^-r-J[D mj last I confined myself, or rather 
the work of my pen, to the city ; but in this number I 
intend to take your imaglDation to some liigh elt^viitioBf 
where I can paint to jour mind) the throDe of rewm, ibe 
beautiful and undnladng valley of Tepic I departed some 
distance from the town, when the heat of the day was being 
ioapendedy and the ocb of light £ut returning to hia rif^ 
hedf to feast my mind and inetnict the powens of ^my rm/K 
son with reference to the form of the city, the manner of 
its being laid out, its prominent edihces, and the general 
aqieet and formatioii of the vallej. The oitj seems to-be 
aitnated on « champaign sncfiuse, and to be Wd out some*' 

what with a view to right angles; notwithstanding, near 
the town rolling eminences protude-in various sbapea. The 
•oHbee which it appeals to oocppj enbraeea the area of 
one square mile, and on the north side of it there is now 
the bed of a dry creek, -wlik h in tlie rainy season swells 
and foam^ receiving momitaiu supplies, with ^ceat and viop- 
lent impetuosity* By mountain spzingi rimg not &r .di»» 
tant froat the city, Tepic is eVundantly supplied with puc% 
oool, aod ^u-y^tai-iii^e water. Sprii^g^ ia tiiis vfJley ,ar^ 
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remarkably bold and forcible; £»r nortlnreat of the ettjr, 
near two miles, there is one which bursting for^ with 

iiiereditMhle velocity, as if it lijid been some pent up tor- 
rent iindiag an opening, and ere it rum two milesyincreaaee 
to sQch a volume hj a few feeders, that it asstimes the 
character of a small river, dashing and foaming over vol- 
canic rocks and boulders, till it Huds its devious way to el 
Rio de Santiago. The streets are narrow, and also the 
side walks ; the former are laid with round cobble atones 
near three inches in diameter, in a kind of cement, and in 
a concave form, so that the rain water runs off through |he 
center of the street ; and the latter are laid n^tii s(^bMit 
bricks or flag stones, and nsuallj in a workmanUlc^ man- 
ner. The entire widtli of the streets to the fiide walkj^ on 
either side of the street varies from four to five feet, 
which adjustment of the streets and walks makes 
inconvenient for carts and carriages, and also foot* jkirsotis; 
pfi«5«iing each other. Scarcely throughout the whole city 
can you see a chimney, which in the assumed order o^aMh;^ 
itectnre in the United States presents a finished aridt efwi 
elrical beauty to dwelling houses. - W 

The custom among the Spaniards and Mexicans, with^ 
reference to not having chinmeys attached to^ ^mttieM^ 
ings, had its origin far back, even among the FetnanMl* 
Greeks and Romans ; and cookini^ out of the main bnilding 
with charcoal in hot climates, is to some extent coupled with 
the rise and growth of this custom. The bnildmga iwMV 
(^ty vary much in height ; some are two stories Mgh^wi^p 
others are but one, - ^ r..*.. 

The private dwellings among the richer wealthier class^ 
1b07» eouit-yards in the center with eohimney ardbcsi'biJiswt 
ales, and bakistrades, suitable to the C(nistructmi lNi#«um- 
her of stories ; and frequently, where taste and the least 
f getnnileir to eiegtooe to onuui»entifigtheoeMysMii^^^ 
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a prominent swaj, and rather a contraling inflaence,— the 
fair and happy inmates make delicate ooUecdons of flower- 

iiig plants, shrubs and trees, -whicli they most generally 
adjust with their own snowy hands mo-t beautiluliy on the 
balnstrades and near the crystal fountains. Within these 
ooort-yards the iair and vlrtnous matrons and young ladies 
of AiUiliiKK.' uromciuide at the risinfi^ or the setting sun, or 
when nature requires of tliem exercise to promote their 
heakh and give them^a cheer uncommon to sedentary hab* 
its. Bven on this elevation, amigo^ I can see no more 
promiueiit buiidiiig> tliau lliu^e wliirli my pen has already 
deacrifoed; therefore we will cast our eyes to the extent 
and snr&oe of the valiey of Tepic It is my impression 
from conversation had with intelligent gentleman, that this 
vaiiey, includuig coaie euiinences and luiiiiig hills, extends 
over an area of ten miles square. The high elevations, 
and even many of the low hilb in proximity to the city, 
carry with them the indisputable evidence of being vol- 
canic ; and porous, flint, and sandstone rocks abound in the 
vaHej, and border the rim of the mountainoas districts ; 
where, in some of which, granite plainly shows its hoaiy 
ioi:k-. The soil l)einn: composed of debris and the dcconi- 
paaiiion oi vegetable uiaiter, is fertile and quick, most 
be^tMid conception ; although it is badly and profanely 
iisiid by Mexican husbandmen ; for with the soil as with a 
horse, when once bi'okcn in, scUuni do they get much rest 
tali their natures are nearly exhausted; then they are 
anibbnghtfnlly turned out to, or on^ the commons to resus* 
cTtate themselves as the elements of their own natural affin- 
ity may require. 

The vaiiey is cultivated in a variety of productions nat- 
waS, td eHmate, either in low or high altitudes. In the 
low altitudes, being near one thousand feet above the level 
oi the ada» sugar cane, coifee, cotton, rice, svrr it potato^ and 
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com, are oonsiderablj grown ; but not in snjfficient quanti- 
ties to glut the market or produce a superabuiuinnce for 
the season. This want of foresight and disposition to plant 
plentifully, even for to-morrow, existing among the Mexi- 
can people, most forcibly stamps their natural indolence 
upon intelligent minds of other nations, which too fre- 
quently jengenders disease, aa famine and starvation in 
many departments and in seasons of great dearth, ensue, 
prudueiiig unheard of distress and almost general conster- 
nation. 

In the higher altitudes and the districts a^jaisent, com, 
wheat, barley, oats, beans and Irish potatos, abound and 

flourish with a remai kable exuberance of growth, and ap- 
parently with little care or foresight. In proportion to the 
ground planted, however, it must be understood that these 
productions, as well as the others just mentioned, abound ; 
for there is not always a plenty. In the vicinity of the 
city, there are sugar estates, which yield well, so far as soil 
and growth are concerned, bu^ the machinery and imple- 
ments made use of, both inside and outside of the sugar 
houses, would indicate their method scarcely any in advance 
of the most primitive mode of sugar-making in the West 
India Islands, or the State of Louisiana, when the cane was 
first introduced into those ^gions by the Spaniards. It is 
usual to make large quantities of panela into small cakes 
for eating by hand $ and these are much used among the 
lower dasses, when eating their regular meals of beef, 
cooked with Chili pepper, corn-cakes and water. Mexican 
sugar planters make also large quantities of loaf-sugar, — 
the process of which is, after the cane juice is boiled to a 
granulating consistency, to pour it into earthen jars made 
in the form of n vour, where it cools and the impurities ia 
it run out through the lower part of the jar, perforated for 
tbe purpose* Afier this, these cakes are placed on scaffolds 
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out in the son and air, when the atmosphere is dry, in order 
that the drainage may be still further promoted. However, 

thi^ process cannot !^trip tbpm nf their niim« rmis ppecks i\nd 
impurities. 1 saw no sugar either brown or white, during 
my sojourn and ohservations in several departments of more 
than fbnr months, which, in respect to quality, could &vor- 
ahij compare M'ith the Louisiana or Texas «nQrar«. 

In describing ihe machineiy for making sugars, and 
other requirements abont a sugar house, I do not mean to 
say that these planters have none of the requisites ; but 
simply, not those which the arts and sciences have invented 
and made known to the world of late years. Mexican su- 
gars are generally worth from ten to fifteen cents per pound, 
making but little diiierence whether purchased on hi lia- 
cienda or in tuwn. I have seen no molasses nor syrup in 
the country. X should not omit to observe, that the plants 
ing of sugar cane may be so arranged in man} pArts of 
districts a-lMntr-d to its culture, with reference to its fl^rowih 
and ripening, where irrigation is attainable, tliat the plan- 
ters may be engaged in the process of making sugar full 
two-thirds of the year. Such advantages in favor of Lou- 
isiana and Texas sugar-cane planters, would be !i ailed there 
as oonsiderations of great and paramount importance. 

Small coffee plantations are springing into existence in 
the ^^ion of Te}>ic, and one large plantation of coffee not 
far from tlie city is heing cultivated and enlarged by the 
hoose of Castaftos, that have figured so much at difierent 
times in Tepic for the last thirty years. But I am under 
the impression, irom what I could learn from one of the 
faraiij, a young man well iii^structed m the classic branches 
of an l£nglish, a French and a Spanish education, that he 
orflia fiunily are hot much versed in the scientific agricul- 
ture which, as adapted to tropical regions, should be care- 
ftillj studied aud well understood. He informed ui# that 

•a 
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they had set their coffee trees from four to six feet apart, 
and let them grow as high as the nature of the tree would 
seem to demand, instead of setting them out eight or nine 
feet apart, clipping the tops off when six feet high, for the 
convenience of gathering the coffee, and pruning them 
twice,— or, at lejist, once a year, in order to equalize and 
make sure a certain amount of coffee each year. 

Grazing and the rearing of cattle, horses, sheep, and 
hogs, are much attended to, and they are grown in quanti- 
ties to supply only the common demand of the country. 
Pasturage is generally good, yet here, as in the State of 
California, there is the wet and dry season. So far as I 
could observe, I noticed no improvement in stock of any 
kind above that among the Upper Californians. If I no- 
ticed fine carriage horses, caparisoned with tacklings tipped 
with gold, attached to coaches, showing a finished work- 
manship, and inquired whence they came ? I was answered 
" from the United States." In fact, all the good horses 
here in use are either imported from the United States or 
from England. In this respect, I must confess I could not 
repress a smile to see a Catholic bishop in Tepic ride in a 
finely finished and polished coach, drawn by two well- 
matched, large and beautiful bays, richly caparisoned, and 
to learn that but a short time previous they were all im- 
ported from the United States, the land of heretics. My 
amusement at this, was still more heightened to observe the 
sacred personage thus seated, pass along the streets, and 
the half-starved and half-clad populace, with hats off, hurry 
their already quickened pace to keep up with the coach ; 
and when it stopped incidentally, to behold them, — young 
and old — lame and blind, all in imitation, kneel to either 
reverence the Bishop in his sacred gown, or his bedazzling 
equipage. And for my life, I could not tell which they pre- 
ferred to worship. I thought that this showed a faltering 
in th« Catholie faith, or a bias in favor of light. 
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Woodland in the region of Tepic^ seems to be scarcop 
I eonld not see mnch| nor dqmps of trees growing in the 
T&llej, or on the low hills, and bat scatteiing dusters on 

the hisrher elev;it*u)i.^. Most of the fuel ccmsuraed here is 
brought in trom some distance in the lorm ol charcoal^ and 
searoely any is required except for culmary purposes. 
There «re no trees for lumber or fencing in the immediate 
valley of Tepic ; but at a distance tow ardj; the coast a p:reat 
\ Li! i< :y of forest trees .fJbuu rid ; and alt>o, in tiie regions of 
hii^ier akiftode, cedar and pine forests become abundant^ 
and lomber of these kinds is often conveyed one hundred, 
and even two hundred miles, on two wheele d <'aii.- <lrawn 
by oxen, for the purpose of adding a finii»h tQ dweUing 
hooaes. The manner of fendng in two tancho 6 una hacien' 
flfo^ is gvticrfilly pursued by making nse of the numerous 
stoneb vvhicU lay strewed over the liilib aiid plaiiib, quite in 
plqlilift^ ipsnfiininn The stone walls are substaniial mi 
neait Jan Ibn^ high, tapering in their asoent. I have often, 
rode miles in the stage, passing hadendas waUedyi by vdk 

r>QTiir> r nf>irg. 

Jn Kif M3Et» ii will be my purpose to give you soma de- 
snipiiiin nf Banron A Forbes' Cotton Fadory, not &r 

fruin T*-'[)ic', in a northwar'l direction ; some account of the 

^MifAfiUttaiident, Sefior ( uUier, aad of o^r America me- 
ilfciiiiia iftBi^fliil $1 if^actory. 
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LETTEB XXVIL 

Hiring a Coach to visit La Fabrica de Algadon de Barron y Forbes— Drive about 
iSnb €lty^<*ii]niiti»-Vlw Comtcf nd aapeot of tli» Fietoijr— ^Mtocj BvUdr 
iiigt nid Appitrt«iifliie«t-Superintendeiit-^ot*oa OMd* botii DomMtlc and 
fiofieiflii— Conntiy adapted to Cotton.' 

Amoo Mio ^In the ftf^emoon of a besotiibl day, while 

remaining in Tepic, a traveling friend and myself hired a 
ooach with two gaj and beautifal horses, reined up and in 
prancing trim, with a genteel or gentle looking coachman, 
to take a drive out to the Factory. Around the pnhlie 
square, there are usually six or ei^ht coaches, rather unique 
in form, and perhaps even here, some of them dating back 
to time ImmemoriaL Thej are kept for public use, and let 
out for fiffy cents per hour ; which, to a foreigner and a 
stranger in the land, is no small consideratioo in the way of 
convenience. In comparison with San Francisco or CaH* 
fomia prices, we thought we had engaged our coaeh drive 
remarkably cheap. This coach had windows on either side, 
in such a manner that we could observe the streets and 
houses as we were passing along. 

To enjoy a full sight of the city, and that too without 
much cost or price, we requested the coachman to m'dke 
himself busy in driving us far round-<ihout for one or two 
houTB^ prior to directing his course tothe Factory. In this 
•hort» yet quite fiill excnnion, lam not aware that we taw 
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anything bat in oonfinnation of what I ha^e already ex* 
preeded in mj prefvioiis letim with reHsrence to Tepic 

Ridinar through Mexican cities, except at evening, sensibly 
remiacb one of a citj of prisons ; the ihick walls, strung 
doorsy and iron gradng9 ibr windows, adding to that effect 
The hlues are if I mistake not, a common complaint in 
Mexico and I should not be surprised it ^llph mansions 
for the figurative deed were not instrumental in the unique 
pnunotion of that disease. 

Beeaming onr drive as intended, to the Factory, we 
soon passed imni tlic IMaza rather north-west of the citj, 
and through the environs where poorer but honest classes 
dw«ll ; and eren where the thieves, ladnme* and pickpock* 
els hold ^Mib their haunts in hellish planning, and watch the 
movements available for the commission ol marauding ex- 
onrsions and acqoisitipns. 

' Ammg akmg at a slow trot for the purpose of observing, 
w« woon reached the bed of a comparatively dry creek, and 
in 0(1 r descent to it we found the surtace of the bed consid- 
embfy broken $ and after our passage over its stony cavity, 
m ilMek « somewhat higlier and more even surface, and 

then riding aloniz leisurely we soon came up lo ihc lioun- 
dary and entrance of the Factory premises. Tho walls on 
oiiiiai aide are strong, and the gate ostensibly indicates la- 
bormlskfli'in the construcdon of its parts. Near the 
gate thvro a watch-house wlu re a setuiiiel, who, if sus- 
picioa is awakened by any overt acts of parties coming 
here, reports it by a faithful discharge of a gun, and this 
Mmei the factory people to be on the alert, and prepared 
for emergencies. The road fioui this to the establishment 
M ofie-half mile and is well macadamized, so that a carriage 
pl tfy » idff easily over the bridge which coven the Stream 
WSISi'ft'l^'tifr propulsion of the whole apparatus of the fkc- 
toij) and other meciianicai appurtenances. The tbrm of 
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the ground about the factory is somewhat elliptic ; and the 
surtkce roughs and that too, on both sid^s ol tkc civuiel^ 
which is encompikssed by high hiUs^ with the exoeption of 
the narrow gulch that serves as a passage for a private 
road leading to a cotton factory, still farther below aud on 
the same stream. The whole establishment is thos •en- 
closed by high stone waUs. The great object of the wi^ 
is self-protection against incursions liable to be made upon 
the factory by the ladrones, who vould either set it on fire, 
or sack and plunder it of the new made fobrics, and then 
Sre it through natural raaleyolenoe. 

The factory building is two hundred feet by two hun* 
dred, in the form of a square, with a court-yard in the oea- 
tWy one hundred feet by one hundced» in the same form ; 
so that the apartments on either side are fifty feet wide^ 
and as long as the objects for which they are designed, 
may necessarily require- The SuperiiaU^ad<3nt of the whole 
establishment is Sefior Collier, who more or less bcnee* 
forward, will require the spedal or casual notice of my pen 
ia my description of Tepic. The garden near the factory 
and uttaohed to it rather as an ornament, is also under hie 
supervision, and it will soon require Fped^ notice in eaiw 
rying out the full intention of these letters. The factory 
is a building of two stories high, consisting of thick wails, 
numerous doors and windows adapted for convenience and 
light, and finally, rooms and iqiartments requisite for the 
labors aud locomuliou usually performed aad endured in 
like establishments elsewhere* 

The Superintendent informed me while I was here on 
this visit, that there were different mechanical «h€^ con* 

nected with this ikcLory, and possessing skillful iiiiichinists, 
t^at i^d proved themselves adapted to the full performance 
of any woik necessarily required to complete audh an upga^ 
ratus. The cost of sudi maobmeiiy deliveffcd from tli« 
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nearest Mexican port, must have been attended with out- 
lays enough to dampen the fire even of the most selfish, if 
not the farthest-sighted. The locomotive powers applied 
to the movement of this whole apparatus from day to day 
during the year, consist of two water wheels forty feet in 
diameter, having at all seasons a sufficient volume of water 
for the execution of the objects of the factory. The ma- 
sonry of the dam, the fume and the canal for carrying off 
the waste water, as well as the hutments, arches, and the 
foundation of the whole building, indicates a solid perma- ' 
nency and a skillfulness in the adjustment of its stones, 
which mechanics of this class in far more favored countries 
seldom equal and never excel. The roof of this establish- 
ment is constructed in the same manner as those of solid 
and durable buildings are generally in this country. The 
walls extend three feet above the level of the roof, and are 
two feet thick as below ; these are then plastered over with 
a species of .hydraulic cement, which renders them a solid 
mass. This roof thus constructed has on it every night a 
watchful sentinel with a carbine on his shoulder to give the 
alarm ; and in times of threatening danger, it is garrisoned 
with a sufficient quantity of artillery and men to protect 
the place at night or day quite securely against freeboot- 
ers, within the range of five hundred yards. Attached to 
the factory there is a cotton-gin imported from the United 
States, which is as necessary an accompaniment in this 
strange country, wliere cotton planters have never seen one, 
as cards to the adjustment of cotton rolls, or the spindle to 
the making of thread. 

My admiration I must confess, when I had taken a full 
survey of the apartments adapted for spindles and looms, 
was sensibly affected to behold here a system of labor pur- 
sued and executed of which the most enlightened should 
h% justly proud. That admiration and my astonishment 

■V. ' i 
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were greatly enhanced when I had paused a moment and 

fully considered the present and past condition of this people ; 
for in these apartments each Mexican operative seemed to 
be trained to the exerdse of a good degree of practical 
reason and intelligence. The class of Mexicans in this 
factory consist mostly of those tinged with various shades 
of Gomplexionf except that which would characterise them 
for white ; therefore from this vi^w of them arose my ad- 
miration and astonishment. 

As I was informed by the Superintendent, the number of 
looms employed in the factory does not exceed one hundred 
and teify and the other appurtenances for keeping the looms 
continually in operation are in the same proportion. With 
reference to the number of Mexican operatives, and of for- 
eign mechanics and machinists^ under the superintendence 
of Seftor Collier, there are two hundred of the former and 
ten of the latter, who are native born Americans, and mostly 
represent the Old Bay State. As near as I could learn, 
these Americans are good, peaceable, sober and intelligent 
gentlemen, who are generally treated well by the Mexicans, 
and who observe those rules of courtesy tow ;irds them in 
return in Tepic, as should characterize Americans in any 
forygn land. 

The expense attached to running this establishment per 
week, I have been told, amounts to near twelve hundred 
dollars, aside from the purchase of the raw cotton. Most 
of the cotton used h^re is the growth of a foreign culture ; 
yet, of late years, some attention is paid to the growing of 
cotton on the bottom lands of el Rio de Santiago, and not 
far from the coast between San Bias and th^ port of Man- 
aanilla Natite cotton of fine fibre and dean, is generally 
worth five cents a pound in the seed ; although sometimes, 
it is not so high. Cotton domestics manufactured in this 
Factory bear the medium price of twen^-five cents per 
yard; though higher and lowvr al timet. The Sim of 
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3arron & Forbes are in the habit of sending directly to 
PerOy which source of getting most of their present BOpplies 
of fine cotton they have not, as I am informed, yet aban- 
doned. To an Americ<an accustomed, as 1 have been, to 
living in a climate congenial to the culture oi' this staple, 
and seeing men there active and industrious in the rapid 
advancement not only of their own interest, but that of one 
common country, by being producers, it seems really a 
wasi€ of God's fenilt? eartli, w ithin the tropics and the most 
congenial climate to^he full development of such produc- 
tions, to behold here a scarcity — a want of such supplies, 
aud the necessity of sending to ioi ci^ii lauds to hli liouie 
demani^.I And w hat are these home demands witli refer- 
ence to cotton ? They are simply made to consist of the 
pr&Haus nmttfriab which are manufactured into, cloths, to 
hide niiikcdness and warm the huuiaii system ! 

A people to be rich, prosperuu:» and happy in reality, 
diooM csii)liiyate,K practicable, all the absolute necessaries 
of life for consumption, and the raw materials requisite for 
garziMia^i an d it they cannot, they siiuuid cultivate what 
ibef posaibly, and then manutacture what they have 
glif^im^ and ] > > irsue commerce. For the accomplishment of 
these great uaiiuiKil considerations, it is absolutely necessa- 
ry ijOTbeindustriousi ; and moreover, it id of paraniuunt im- 
ptjfftjyiftff .tha^ tk^ industry should be protected by good, 
wM<4f80ine, ^^al 1a ws duly executed under the safe* 
guards embodied iu the couces^iiou of nuiuiai powers, or 
pc^irHtfi rights. 

VfffUfAng Ji may wieary yeur patience too much, amigo 
mio, 1 will allow you a short rest ere I resume your atten*^ 
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LETTER XXVin. 

Pleasure Qroond near tbe Factory—iu Ornaments— Fonntain with Gold Fish— 
Bcsidenoe of Mor Cotttor md Famllr-Efltect of Climate on the WMta But-* 
TbeirHode of Uvlnf-fniltt-Hoapltallty of SoSor CoUlMMHIbw Awrlfiwii. 

AiiiGo MiO >— Again I resume my pen in this dist«.nt 
land to be the medium of intelligence to you, my most 
indulgent friend. 

Opposite to, and east of the factory, is a stone wall with 
a fine yet substantial gate for the entrance, leading into a 
beautiful garden, consisting of five acres of rich earth, and 
laid out in a manner truly tasteful and elegant. This kigh 
wan extends around the whole of the pleasore-gronnd, 
which on first observing the situation, indicates something 
of durability. There is one promenade extending around 
the inside of the garden, yet near to the wall, intervening 
which and the walk a beautiful rill of clear water is let 
in at pleasure, and runs its gentle course over small peb- 
bles of various shapes and hues, ever ready to moisten and 
nourish the fertile ground. Ifi passing through this pleas- 
ure-ground where this shonld ^eem to cotiflict with the even 
design of the walk, brick arches are gracefully turned ever 
it to enhance surrounding heauty and a covenience to the 
pleasure of promenading. There are two other walks 
extending through this retreat of honorable pride, which 
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correspond with the cardinal points of the compass, dividing 
the grotmd into four eqnal compartments. Besides these 

walks wliicL iuu eight feet wide, I l < in observing 
more particularlj, these four squares laid out with regular 
corre walks five feet wide« and uniting with the others at 
rijgrht angles. Small pebble stones are covered over the 
surface of each promenade. Grass, always kept green, 
tinges selected spots over this surface) and fringing the bor- 
ders of all these walks, it nnites with the choice and pecu- 
liar oollectioM ofplnnts. slirul»> ?ui(I trt'es within, from Asia, 
Europe, the Islands of (lie Atlantic, ditierent parts of Amer- 
ica, tto ldlaDds of the Pacific, Australia, and, I should not 
ODuNr inr^tfais, Africa. Standing in the midst of this beauti- 
ful spot, near a plavful fountaia of ervstnl water, and sur- 
rounded by the rare growths w hich nature, in her great 
)almittdi^i.is constantly producing, and has been made from 
diffeMt.^fiisrters of the earth to contribute here by the 
science of n:ivigation and oi' viral retention in ]il:inr«, to a 
captious, yet refined sensibility, — i couid not but admire 
and a^piaod in my own mind, the delicate taste disj^ay ed in 
ike adjustment of these far brought productions. I must 
own I was moil happily pka-t 'l to ob erve more closely 
lllii'tasle in the arrangement of those plants.requiring the 
mosl eara^ and the promiscuous, forest>like adjustment of 
those trees which tower not too high, yet sufficiently lofty 
to combine due proportions. These natives and exotics are 
«itiier eMPgreen by nature, or are kept so by the remarka- 
Ue- evenness of the temperature, and irrigation whenrC" 

quired 'lui-'inpf tlu; drv season. 

.Among this rare aud beautiful col] ( ( t ion, which struck 

ft 

mOBt impressively my acquaintanceship with their kinds, I 
ttMstt'Ute dlimbingand Castillian rose bushes, daisies, by- 

jtf"inthfl, myrtles, junif)prs, and pnlms, ^y\t]\ j)inks of various 
■hadfli of color, showing a peculiar and unique impregna- 
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tion. Near tlie Siberiaa cedar and crab, I saw the oocoay 
palm, the northern spy, the orange, the Jime, tamurind and 

citron trees. Near the cedar of Lebanon, I saw the aca- 
cia, the dilTerent species of custard apple, the pacaOy and 
cofiee trees, with the fruit-bearing plants the phintain and 
banana. £aoh of these plants, 8hrufa|| .and trees, hais ite 
respective spot in contributing to the j2;eneral emliellisbnicut 
of this pka^ure ground. There also, I saw »ucces^uljj 
cultivated the British Qaeen strawberrj piaptSy whidi^bef^ 
to give their fruit the first of March ; and with care^'heing 
properly shadeB when too vvuriu. and watered w lien too 
dry, they might be made almost a continuou?? luxury ioj: 
ble use. Near the center of the gardeii,;tlijeare.iii^dbMaf^ 
voir of pure, yet perhaps not holy water, tcn/eet ^eap^aM 
twenty feet wide, made oi masonry, in tho form of a circle, 
solid and well cemented. This fountain m fed bj^aB^iindei' 
current, which emanates from Ihe Factoi y 8iraaqik|»ad Jiai 
a descent of twenty feet ; and through a brass tiibe»lia»iRg 
a boss on the end, which i- |)crtbraleU vvilu hole&, jeU are 
made to ascend the height of its source, which play ^ Qm 
air most beautifully, and when fallinfr the^ dart off rkn^jB 
directions, presenting miniature rainbi>ws and showers,4lfib 
greatly enhance the whole vscene. In this Inuntain, I saw 
the gold ^h, so called from their bi illiant color ui jsaaoir 
trance to that precious metaL They seemed unboimdedjp 
the peculiarity of their graceful, >et easy evolutions, so 
commoa to them, and perfectly delighted in their fimaiij^ 
natural prison element ; for these were all young ,oiUQ9frK 
the progenitors having died shortly afteriiansitionmd^r* 
ing natality to this young audbrilh.mt pr' tgeny, niupbl^riJig 
near twenty in all. , -.^ 

Many ladies and gentiemen» a^d q any of thos^ ^^ mf/^. 
be xwked among the scum of 6od's creati^ oome i^lW' 
in eaiTiages, costly and fashionable ; while others, if thei:e^ 
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is a pedigree in the history of carriages, might date their 

uniqueness to immemorial time for archetypes. In this 
spot, adorned with foresight and protective care, these sev- 
eral classes sevm to enjoy the gay, the beautiful, and busy 
scene of the Factory, with all its appurtenances, and the 
garden with all its collections and symmetrical arrange- 
ments, crowned by the vocal music of unceasing warblers, 
clad in the plumage of many hues, and hopping from limb 
to limb, and from tree to tree, indicating all the playful ev- 
olutions and varied notes of refined animal instinct. 

Opposite to the Factory, though on the north side, with 
a private road between, is the residence of Wm. Collier, 
Esq., the Superintendent. He is married to an American 
lady of the city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. Several years since, he was married, and has now 
a family of six childrt^n born here. Most commonly they 
are healthy ; however, during the rainy seas6n, Sefior Col- 
lier informed me there were some cases of the chills and 
fever. Without doubt, the countenance becomes percepti- 
bly tinged within the tn pics, except by great care constant- 
ly and thoughtfully exercised ; but not so, as some inconsid- 
erate enthusiasts endeavor to hold forth, as to make a negro 
race out of a white one ; for even here, the new born child 
of white parents, turns up white also ! I found Mrs. Col- 
lier rather ill, suffering 1 rom the neuralgia, and also the 
paralysis in her arms, yet able to sit up part of the time, 
and converse with me r(»specting the prosperity of, and 
rapid advancement made in the United States, embracing 
a more complete development of the arts and sciences, and 
in rendering them subservient to supply the real or imagin- 
ary wants of man. She drew many comparisons between 
the two countries ; seemed to be well informed as to the 
. general concernments of her father-land ; and often she 
had sighed to be there, tho'igh interest prompted her to tar- 
ry in another land for a while. 
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Mrs. Collier has a lone sister living with her for a time, 
though she is married to Capt. Hale. This gentleman has 
been for a short period, engaged in trade on the Pacific , 
coast, from Valparaiso to San Francisco. Seiloras Collier 
and Hale, are accomplished and intelligent ladies, and hav- 
ing a good collection of English and Spanish books, they 
indulge themselves in reading what is food for the mind, 
and thus do their husbands interest and instruct themselves 
when their business permits. Their dwelling house is fur- 
nished most tastefully, with all that really adds neatness 
and welcoraeness to home, and secures a good man there. 
Americans having lived for a long time in a foreign coun- 
try, are very apt to adopt somewhat the mode of living and ^ 
cooking which the Creoles of that country usually practice. 

While here, I noticed some new dishes which are not 
much in use in the United States ; such as guava, plantains 
and bananas stewed, fried ,or baked ; and that meats and 
bread were rather bordering on the mode of living pursued 
by the upper class of Mexicans. Some of their cookery 
consist of the following : Tortilla, pan de huevos, ensalada 
de tortilla, ensalada de came, arroz de came, quesadillas, 
sopa de pan, ensalada de piscada de tierra, and pan de 
trigo. Ensalada is composed of ChiU peppers, fat, cheese, 
onions, or garlics, water, and sometimes tomatos, all stewed 
together. Their conserves or las conservas de los Mexi- 
canos are frequently made out of the fruit of the banana, 
which is boiled to the consistency of paste, and then taken 
from the kettle and put into a tray where it is kneaded 
with whitish sugar till it assumes a glutinous form ; then it 
is taken out and put into small wooden boxes neatly made, 
and offered for sale under the name of " la conserva de ba- 
nana de Mejicana" In this conserve I noticed properties 
adapted to nurture the human system, far beyond what 
one's reasonable presumption would lead him to conceive 
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in this plant For my own part, I am fond of a variety of 
dishes at different times, and think that a plenty of cooked 
fruit at all times, is intended by Providence to be highly 
promotive of good health and elastic constitutions. 

While contemplating the residence of Sefior Collier, I 
must not omit to acknowledge those kind and individual 
attentions so fully expressed, which enliven the lone heart 
and which make an American in a foreign land feel proud 
of his countrymen. Scarcely an American passes through 
Tepic, but he is made to feel those cordial and generous 
hearts that throb in the often threatened, yet happy home 
just mentioned. In the city of Tepic at the Hotel, and 
near the house of Barron & Forbes, I had the pleasure of 
becoming acquainted with Dr. Cleaveland, and another 
C ipt. Hale, who is also engaged in trade on the coast* 
These gentlemen are Americans, and so far as I could 
observe, they were bland, affable, and courteous ; and ap- 
peared to be attentive to their respective avocations. 

This personage I did not become acquainted with while 
in Tepic ; it is the wife of Seiior Forbes, a Mexican lady 
and a good catholic. I am told that she has but few equals 
in the Republic of Mexico, who can compare with her for 
the unostentatious display of her many virtues, and kind 
womanly offices to the poor, sick, and decrepid, in the re- 
gion which comes within her reach. 

Adios, 

Seflor, 

Agricola. 

CiNClNNATUS. 
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LETTEB XXIX • \ ; ' 

Intent of these Lettoi-i-Ladrones- Enmity between the House of Barron ft Fo"'- -'? 
and that of Oasttinos— Klse of Com(»nfort -Principles governing him— Their 
growtliiii Tcplc— Kscapc of Burron Jt Forbes from Teplc— Alertness of the Caa- 
taiIo«P«fly— An^^empttoBhJp Honey without iwyinc tbe.^land Dntles— 
Dangerous for Ainerioins at tho Factory In the Winter of 1865-6— Attack of La- 
drones on Sefiors Collier and Ilale, in tin? Stage, going to rins - re j, , ts of 
it— Its Discovery auU cun&e<^ueuce ott St^uor Co 
Tepic, wlitle thore to JfMcb, U86. 

Amigo Mio : — It is raj purpose in tbese ietterii, amigq^ 
to be solely the medium a|iDt<)rmatioii let llii8lU|ilii^ 
tion ^minate from, or toucn w1iatM)eyer object or y SipeinNor 
persons it might. Ilowevpr, with reference to political 
antagonists, mialcontents and revointionists^ so fai: a^{ mai* 
deem it necessary or interesting, I intend to ua^f^Ss^^^bf^ 
grounds each party assumes, without the advancement of 
my own opiaion, except in such case as i may feel myself 
fully warranted from the sources of information presented 
to my notice. In a preyiooB letter, when abont to take the 
stage at San Bias, to find my way into the interior, I men- 
tioned that we, composed of the party with me, heard on 
onr arrival at ^8 port that the stage had been attacked 
only a few days prior to that time, and that too, within the 
sound of fire-arms from Tepic ; and also our decision and 
deteni^ination to meet the consequences, come as they 
might. Before this period, I had mentioned two poUticai 
parties and two commercial honiee in Tepic, that have erer 
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been at swords' point, even more than an age past. The 
names ot those houses are that of iiarron & Forbes and 
that of Castafios. The ibrmer house has ever been a 

a 

fitrong siipj orterof €ren. Santa Anna's party, — and thel^t* 
ter the firm backer of opposite political aapiraaU. 

It is for the historian's pen to eke out the relatiye or 
absolute merits of liiose who have been, and of him who 
is swaying the destinies of these people, whether for weal 
or woe ; but not for mine bo generally. I have iiere a 
special object only in view. 

As General Comonfort departed from the discharge bf 
his official functions in the Custom House at Ac npulro, and 
a;jsumed tiie badge ul distinguishinent, — he arose under the 
aiiapioefl of the old and wily hero, Gen. Alvarez, also near 
that port, in the earlv part of the year 1855, and soon 
becoming kiKiw ii and distinguished a]jaii Iruia ( it ii. Ah a- 
rez, he took ciiy utter city in the tide of his march, and 
pli^ring. with Alcaides as puppets to fill his political aspi-- 
ratioas, he made easy terms with the occupants, demand- 
ing of them but what stern necessity eniurccU liiin to 
request, in order to carry out his measures of reform. The 
libf^»l and pohtical principles espoused and openly express- 
edjby Gen. Comonfort, quickly spread over the fair yet tax- - 
ridden plains of Anahuac, like the spai'k that touches the 
YBaipampoifand slowly kindling, soon with its indomitable 
snrgings, oyerwhelms man and animal in one universal con- 
sternation ; thus the party then in power, that of Gen. 
Santa Anna, had risen and spread their iiillueiice over tiie 
ocHmtry^ which now began to falter and grow remarkably 
unpopular with the masses of the people; for it was far 
more opposed to the popular rights and privileges than that 
fast rii^g to its zenith, in order to eB^ect a general over- 
throw of past anarchy. 

This political ferment and reformation immediately took 
p 
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root in f epic, and grew to me of a most sturdy oaky 
which as yet, the chill winds nor the northern blasts have 

iufluencetl to clmnge its verdure. As near as I could learn 
from my intbrmant, with refeoce to this matter in Tepic on 
both udeS) I feel it a da^ and a moral right to make 
known to the public through the medium of you, Agrioola. 
My informant states that last Fall, (1835) ibe firm of Bar- 
ron & Forbes, being desirous of making a large shipment 
of silver out of the country, to San Francisco^ where it was 
worth ten per cent, premium, without paying the inlamd 
duty of ten per cent, on the whole aniount, which would 
have made the sum due the govemmenti forty thousand 
dollars, they had resource to old practices, that of bribing 
or endeavoring to bribe the collector of the interior, by 
paying him a small piuance to let the silver pass oui unno- 
ticed. The Comonfort party being constantly on the alert, 
and ever ready to take all the advantages which th<6 new 
organization of the govmnent would barely warrtmt,— - 
became informed of the intention of Barron & Forbes ; 
and aware of the inimical hatred expressed by the Santa 
Anna party to this reform, — they pursued with redoubled 
vigor and alertness the designs of the new government to 
collect its inland duties. 

As my informant states, the collector was bribed and 
engaged to depart the city a few days on a trip of pleasure 
or supposable business, till full arrangements with regard 
to this shipment could be made and executed. Being some- 
what afraid that their plans might miscarry, this firm had 
retained a force in their power and subject to their control, 
to act as emergencies might seem to require, while they 

0 

were occupied in the execution of this large commercial 
operation. Their plans before executed fully, leaked out> 

and the Governor of the State of eJalisco, being at the cap- 
ital, Guadalajara, sent a military force to arrest this oper- 
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ation by seizing the intemled ahipm^nty and the principaki 
engag^ in the tiaoBaotkMD, if poeaililj fbond. 

The mm of ©ne hundred thousand dollars wiis seized 
and confiseaitiU lu puLiiic use ; but Banouaud Forbes btmg 
made ainm cxf the Govemor'fl design to aireat them, made 
their iBOBli»Tii]Bateeaeape to San Bias and effected an 
immediate departure for Mazatlan, where the poliiicol 
reloi'm had not progi essed so rapiciiy ; whex'e there iraa a 
diliiwpent ctate of. fiseliiig ezpreased towards these ge&ilemea 
fifOM Teinc; aad where they were sojoaraing in M uxih 
last, 1856, as expelled consuls, ( oininercial representatives 
•of GxGiit Britain and the United Si.ttes. 

toi thia time, no reconeiliatioA had been effected 
between these parties ; but a disposition to widen the breaeh 
and maki^ it aimu^^t irrepaialile has strongly manifet-ted 
iteeif from the time of Barron and Forbes' departure for 
San BhBf em since in the citj of Tepic. This political 
and oanmereial animosity had run so high through the 
wiiii^r, ari'l i lii caLcuing dHnnrers had become mure appar- 
ent f^^^^ad these supposed to emanate from irresponsible 
gott raes— 4 faat Sefior CoUxer deemed it so unsafe for his fam- 
ily at his residence near the Factory, in view of the many 
threats haYiog been made afi^Hin«t the Americans boleij, 
wlio^ were engaged there, to the effect that at certain times 
tbe^ wete all to be murdered, that he with his brother-in- 
law, Capt. Hale, took their families to San Bias, to be ready 
^ the occasion and the emergeocy might dictate them to 
ponraeb In a month afterwards, peace to some extent hav- 
ing^lmii vastored, as immediately and threatening dangers 
had n[)i);irently passed the cloudy horizon to give room for 
the tiag ei trucu lu eoioe in, and mediate its good joffices 
bflimcB^a people of one kindred tie and blood, of one kin- 
deed language, and of one common interest, — Se&or Col- 
J^MU* aadiHale thought it now safe to leave Tepic, in order 



Digitized by Google 



140 TSATKL8 OK THB IWTXBir SLOPS 



to go to San Bias for their families. Acooi'dingly, they got 
readjy arming themselves as usual in teaveling fromfplace 
to place in ibis eoantry, and departed in the stage at eleven 
t)'clock at niglit lor San Bias. Tliey had scarcely pasvsed 
the suburhs of the city, ere they were attacked by a band 
of ladt<me»j twenty in namber ; the coach was fired through 
fifteen times, with a very slight Injury to Sefior Collier^ — 
Befior liaie was seized and dragged out of the stage and 
somewhat bruised, and his pockets searched closely, and an 
attempt to search Seflor CoUier^B was made, but the horsea 
Boon started, and so that object was averted. They were 
robbed of two gold watches worth lour hundred dollars, 
besides guns, pistols, and dothing to the amount of two 
hundred dollars more. 

It was quite dark, and therefore it was rather difficult to 
recognise any of the robbers ; although their burnished 
carbines and lances too strongly indicated that thej wm 
no common ladrones. It was, at this time, supposed that 
Sefiors Collier and Hale were bearers of important des- 
patches to San Bla.s, to be conveyed to Barron & Forbes 
at Mazatlan* Whether this be true or not, I do not pre- 
tend to stato; therefore I have given its substance as I 
hctirrl it. And under this impression, it has been believed 
by many intelligent ones, that the Comonibrt or Castanos 
party were cognizhnt of the £ACt of this attack being con- 
templated on these two Americans, and in consequence of 
which they were believed to be accessory to the crime — 
that of plundering American citizens within the sound of 
gun-shot from one of their fiourisfaing inland towns. How 
true this may be, or the amount of troth in it, I do not pre- 
tend to define ; but that it looks highly colorable with an 
avowed intent to do these gentlemen some particokur harm, 
appears more than probable; for they were alone in the 
stage, an incident for two to be alone, rarely common. The 



Digitized by Google 



OF THS XIBXICAH COEBILURA. 141 



search baving ended without making the laditmes any wiser, 
ihflj weris aflowed to pasa on^ and airiyed without further 

molestation in San Bias the next morning. If the 14^ 
drones bad desired to kill these gentlemen, or treat them 
e^en more aeyerelj) ~no resistance on their part could have 
availed them anything. 

Having returned with their families to their residence 
near the Factory, and having exercised as much precau- 
tum as the drcumstaaces of their peculiar position would 
incycale or warrant, the next object of these gentlemen was^ 
as Finm ai priifticahle, to ascertain the fu'iu;il nuines of the 
pai tirg engaged in the robbery. In a tew days afterwards, 
iindiBg where some of the guns and pistols had been sold 
or pawned^ they were therehy led to quite a full develop* 
rti( lit of the entire scheme, showing the specific supposi- 
tions heretolbre alluded to, to be satistactorily correct. 
Several of the part^ engaged in the attack became alarmed, 
and offered to settle the matter before it was known gener- 
ally who the partiea were ; but this arrangement did not 
meet the consent of the parties robbed, and tiiereibre one 
of the chief leaders, a noted rascal at playing double 
handed games in poMtieal matters, wto denounced by Sefior 
Collier as ^x lug one of the party of said ladiuues. The 
police authorities were bound to take notice of the fact as 
aAnned, and this n^ssarily connected the whole ailair 
with the ruling party in Tepic. But a few days prior to 
this, a report of a conspiracy got up against this Tepic 
party^ was pretended to have been discovered on Sunday 
evening, the formation of which, and the manner of actmg, 
leaked out through aa old luJj ; and upon which report, 
immediate action was taken. Some twenty of the princi- 
ple litmus of the opposite-party, were then incarcerated, 
aAd the entire population of the city thrown into general 
consternation. Sefior Collier was then at his residence, 
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attending to the numerous vocatioaa which his duty, as Su- 
perintendent of the Faetory neceaaaril j required of him. 
The Cftstnllos ormliEig party, having diacoreied ilie dilem- 
ma thej had got the present iiJmiiiiaLiaiiuii in, nuw nirmt 
patrioucallj desired to shake from themselves anjr respoa- 
sibilities which might rbe and flow from the circumstances 
of the case when made a knot of diplomatic eontentzon, and 
an object oi tlemauil on the part ot ilic Lnited States' gov- 
ernment For in the extension of her treaty stipulations 
over her citizens residing in foreign countries, shefiittjand 
absolntely guarantees their individual protection, and seen- 
rity ill the pejiceable enjoyment of their acquiailioiis. To 
effect these ends, the government of the United States ap- 
points generally efficient men as high officials, with spedal 
powers to watch, in foreign lands, li* r ow n interests and 
welfare, and those of her citizens. The ruling party in Xe- 
piC) in order to compass the end alluded to^ were insfimmen- 
tal in having Sefior Collier implicated in the oonspiraey but 
slinrth' iiiciii iuii.'d in a prior paragraph, and denounced \)y 
the ladrone, who, only a few days before, liad been de- 
noanced by himself and imprisoned in el cartel de la ciudad 
by the police authorities. That the sufficiency of an oatli 
oi Ji robber, or one laboring under that accusation in tlie 
contiiies of n prit^n, could be received and acted upon uk 
any civilized country, to the effect of arresting a penoo^ 
even supposed to be guilty, before the party denounced or 
accused is linaliy a -(jniited and restored to citizenship, is a 
qiif'^tion which should put a savage horde to the blush I 

The case of Sefior CoU>er thus mooted^ passed on tUl 
TiMday night at 12 o^dock, when a policeman came to the 
gate of his residence, de^-iring to see iiini on preieiided bus- 
iness ; his reply was couched in laconic terms, that there 
had been, and perhaps would be, day*light enoitgh to tran^ 
act ordinary business ; and as for any other, he was not 
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aware that lie had made himself obligatory to any individ- 
ual. The policeman departed for the night, deeming him- 
self insufficient to wheedle Sefior Collier into a snare at 
that time of the night ; thougli the next morning, another 
came with a request from the Alcalde, the chief of the po- 
lice, desiring Sefler Collier to repair to the city on special 
business, as if related to some concernment of pressing, vi- 
tal importance. 

When Sefior Collier had arrived and presented himself 
to the Alcalde, he was informed more specifically of the de- 
nouncement made by the ladrone, whereupon he was cast 
into prison without a hearing ; without even being con- 
fronted by him who had made the charge of his having 
been connected with the conspiracy, and in fact, without 
any of the formal solemnities by the means of which a man 
could possibly know how to confront the allegations which, 
in a country like this, might be brought against him by the 
vicious and the pampered 1 Sefior Collier was not thrown 
into the common city prison, but into that in another part 
of the city, where the others accused of conspiracy were 
incarcerated, AYlien he was taken from his home and em- 
ployment, his wife had been ill some time, and mostly con- 
fined to her sick chamber ; he himself had served the firm 
of Barron & Forbes in the special capacity of Superin- 
tendent of thefT cotton factory ; — not in that of a political 
intriguer or meddler with the affairs of tlie Government. 
He^had lived near the city of Tepic for fifteen years, and 
had during that time borne an unblemished moial charac- 
ter ; and further he had never been known during his res- 
idence here, as having been, or being connected with either 
party of the Government; but as throwing himself solely 
on the protection guanmteed by the treaty stipulations be- 
tween the two Governments. In a day or so after his im- 
prisonment, I was allowed the special privilege of visiting 
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and holding cony^rsation with him, though in the presence 
of three other room-mates, and of one of the Oastafi.bBiam-' 
\\j who understood English. Many questions were pai to 

this Sefior CiioLafios with reference to the nature of the 
charges prefered against Sffior Collier; but nuthing deil- 
nite could be inferred. When he was told that in any en- 
lightened country, the oath of a prisoner could notlietdtlBii 
until the guilt of that accusatioii waa iil»Milv( d from iiiiii, he 
simplj replied that Mexicans were governed hj eircom- 
stances. When he was infom^ed that the Mexican Oct- 
eniment would be made responsible for the attack made on 
bejiors Collier and Hale, and for the false iiiii)i i-oiiment 
of an innocent American citizen^ he shrugged his shoal-* 
ders and said that he did not know ; though he seemed 
somewliat surprised to think for a moment that the United 
States (xovtiiiiiiient should hear ot this case. Upon this, 
he was further inibrmed that the United States had many 
children scattered over the earth among all nations;. and 
in case of iheiv happermiff io Vive amon^ civilized people, 
it was the policy of their government to fully watch over 
them by her international treaties and compacts entered 
into by the consenting parties, in the same manner, and as 
effectually as if they were living m;(I( r the banner of many 
stars and stripes. Even tins young Castx^os, who seemed 
to be a gentleman of refined sensibility, could not as he 
frankly stated, belive Sefior Collier guilty of any oflfence ; 
but he observed that it had, at this t^nlicai cuiijuiictune of 
political affairs and intense municipal commotion, become 
necessary to gather evidence, to hear testimony, and decide 
with the weight of ])roof either in favor or disfavor. Never 
beibre was 1 in a prison whcte citizens tor political oilences 
bad been incarcerated, and this present spectacle before me^ 
taking a view of the whole matter, I must confess had asad» 
sickening effect upon my spirits, to be ser^sible of the tm- 
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just imprisonment of one of my own countrymen, with 
twentj Mexicaoa o£ rank and character, confined in differ- 
ent ap&rtmentSy under the strictest surveillance of Mexican 
goarda. Not less than one hundred ^arcls were on con- 
stant duty ; a cuiiuuu ever .engineered for instant action at 
the entrance of the prison, and several others iu the rear ; 
much ceremony was necessaiy before one could be permit- 
ted to see or converse with a friend ; and at night in ap- 
proaching witiiin a square of the prif^on, the watch-word of 
the patrol was given, and it became absolutely necessaiy 
to respond satis&ctorilj to it, or stand still until he came 
li^ hciore paooiag on as intended. 

Adios, 

Be£u>r, ^ 

Aqbicola. 

cxkcinnatus, 
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LKTTBR XXX. 

Factovy Operatives discharged when SeHor Collier was Imprisoned— Its effects 
PreMOt at fhe 8a«rcliliig of the Pactoiy— Appearance of the Soldton— Oov«m- 

ment Appropriation of the Artillery for the Defense of theFietofj'-^atebmtloa 

in Tcplc of the tnkin^' of La Puobla— Military Parade on the occasion. March 
26th, ia5«— (.leiieral Review aud Parade ai80 the next Day— Thoughts as to them 
•"-Belations of Peones to Citizens— Their Slave-like appearance— Pittuuces paid 
to the Gleigy- Hailiet-tlme— Beaaon thereof— Frovistons—Fruits^Piloes of the 

MHXM* 

Amigo Mio : — In consequence of the incarceration of 
Seiior Collier, and his being under the strictest surveillance 
of Mexican military discipiiney the cotton factoiy, and even 
the whole eBtablishment including, was suspended hj Seftor 
Allsopp's discharging, on the morning of Sei'ior Collier's 
arresti all the operatives long inured to look there for daily 
meat and bread. 

This to the poor Mexican operatives, who had then no 
other means of subsistence, froni tlieir lono; continuation in 
this employment, was most ti*uly the reception of a shock, 
not anticipated to rdbound so forcibfy and daqumllyl 

I was present at this scene ; having arisen quite early 
for this country, I arrived there from town shortly after sun- 
rise. Suspicion was entertained by the Ciistafios' party, 
that one of the conspirators was working at the factory, and 
one, as 'reported, quite forward in the design to overthrow 
the ruling power in Tepic Taking the report as true, a 
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body of city guards, numbering all armed for the oocar 
wm with bayoneted carbines, came out to the factory under 
the head of the Oaptam of the city police, with fuU pmaer 

to arrest even one tintu, if found. If was now near ten 
o*clock, and breakia^t linii with a pan ot the family; tor 
SelLorg Collier and Hale had departed before this for Tepie. 
Hie head machinist, the brother of the Supenntendent, 
bo?irr!inflr in liis fhuulv for the society thev misrht hr to ( ;ich 
other, was present with me at the table when these guards 
amved, and the Captain placed a ragged, l6aay, and Bneak- 
iag lodiaa aoidier' at every avenue, entrance, and place to 
exercise more watehJuliiesfs. The first annuuucement we 
bad of U was the sound of arms, the horsemen redoubled 
teiv.apeeidt to gain their respective positions. A soldier 
waa jUatioiipd near the gate of Sefior ColKer^s residence, 
ready lo dicputu the departure of any one wishing to go to 
the faQtor^ or the garden. I never before saw Mexican 
.aofciiaiWf ii^i«ly engaged to carry out an object;, and I 
most eonies9, they bear in their countenances, the ineviable 
ai:irk- and oigiiji ot a picturesque grimness, which death, in 
its las^ gasping^ would blush to imitate. 
\ i JBbvmg made a most diligent search, during two hours, 
to discover the whereabouts of the person suspected of con- 
spiracy, they qoaoluded to desist ; tliougli not without taking 
flNNtt-thi^ laetery allthe artillery, which the firm of Barron 
;^>BiMlliea'had^pnOBhased for the defence of their property. 
Tlic wJiole establishment was then cunipleteh iii-iuant led, 
ai^iilioody in a country beautiful by nature, a inodei oi bold 
'and gfaad conception, yet now a stature, helpless and for- 
aalrtMit at -thrr mercy of the marauding ladrones who lurk 
uliutit ihe city of Tepie, Jikr Nultures abi>ut the [nunntuia 
^lf|i<»fyf^ in aliBOStb endless numbers,, to sack and demolibti 
iMiiM tlioir caprice or avarice may mark out a fertile spot 
'ibflMiair jlsBdi^ ao^^ Theartillery of Barron de Forbes, 
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the trophies of the occasion, were borne into town triumph- 
andyi hy the same shabhj looking Boktiers who had oob* 
Btkitted the brave f9re§ m ih» seizure and confiflcatioii of 

this private property, that which, in a country like this, 
forms the rampart^ the bulwark ia defence of iavaded per- 
aoDal rights ! 

I niist not omit to mention that, nearly at the dose of the 
xnonth of March last, 1856, news of a brilliant character 
arrived in Tepio, to the efl^t tha^ the armj under General 
Comonfort had, but Jt short tane previoiis to thk, taken la 

Puebla, situated between the city Mexico and the port of 
Vera Cruz on the Gull of Mexico, and noted in Bullock's 
time for being the hot-bed of Catholie priests. Near the 
north-east part of the dty <ff Tepic, being close by the diy 
creek alluded to in my topojjrapliical letter respecting its 
site, several of the city ordnance were hauled out from their 
#trong holds by virile force and soldier4ike dradgery, to 
report the sad mtelligenoe to sosse, and to others, the joy- 
ful news, of the victory won by the liberalists under Com- 
onfort, at la Puebla, over the self-oonoeited ramparts of his 
most inveterate enemies. In the aoeempliBhmeiit of this 
▼ietory, several padresy in the midst of their hosts and 
legions, (tliough not of yore,) unfurling and carrying aloft the 
banners of their Apostolic faith, and shoutaag aloud ior vic- 
tory, lost their most holy fives; for, in this struggle for the 
resnrreotion of man's primitive rights, the whole Mexican 
clergy have wieided a most gigantic power and influence lo 
effect its ultimate overthrow and oblivion, and reinstate, in 
^e twilight of departing sun-shine, papal daiiaiess and 
tyranny ! Hence, night may again overshadow the fair and 
beautiful plains of Anahuac ! 

Many of the private^ and all the publie builduigs in the 
dfy were iUnmmated ; — bonfires were constructed; and the 
public square was more cared for than usual, being well lit 
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up and promenaded by the gay, the intelUgast and the re- 
IfaruBg 9*-flnd alaoy hj thai fearfiU mitBiure whieb zim like 

a slow caneer, on the body politic, absorbing the We-blood 
oi progress aiid iiiiprovtiiuciiL. I noiiccd that many oi tUt ra 
hong ilioir liaads ia mouraiid silence, thinking that mifirtde 
and .piieatenift had atriyed at the goal of their corruption, 
where, in cofineetion with the ijeneral progress of events, a 
descent and refornmtioa mmt he contested by the sword. 

The :iieKt da^, the eominttidutig officers at Tepic, sum* 
moned the militarf fivoe to assemble at laplasa de armas^ 
with the purpose of preparing for a review, and afterwards, 
mmok about the citj in geucral parade. 

Air ^MUan troopa-^ know no other epithets to distin- 
-gviah teni'b^-^'^hey obeyed the word of command with ease 

ari l j)r()in|)tin'ss ; pa^^ing through the biiii|»le evolutions of 
Mexican taclica in a maimer indicative of aptness, skill, and 
williiigAesek A more motley, a more heterogeneous mass, 
and » move jGod-ibrsaken set of human forms, of almost 
every shade ol colur, I never before saw than this simple 
hearted, yet ^arocious band of Mexican patriots, if I mistake 
nol i)ie applieation of this term, marching and counter* 
map c ifi ng near la Fonda de Oro, — on the balcony of which 
I took. Hiy position, 4» observe the timed maneuvers of Mexi- 
can soldiery. 

Winn tlKrf rhad passed and got fav beyond the reach of 

sight, I took my seat by the side of ii l;n 70 column, and 
throwing my teeton the balustrade,! sat musmg in my uwii 
^iniad i^-4iow easy it was for a man of the least adaptability 
^and shmwdneas in the study of human nature, to mould 
those plastic forms to his designing wnll ! 

Many times, I have felt much amused to observe the re- 
lation of the OQuntrj people to those in town, and the mode 
of puj Iiig homage it^ the shrine of their GocL Most of 
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these people are peones, or mere laborers for the wealthier 
classes owaiog the land and living in the town ; and not 
uncommonly, tibe feo-simple of the land is imresled in the 
clergy, to whom these peones pay a small rent Though 
they are said to be free, and boast of their freedom, yet in 
every expression to which we can apply epithets of the Eng- 
lish language, they wooM appear to be slaves in the dis- 
charge of those oliiees peculiar to such in the bands of an 
organised commnnity, adopting the principles in the rela- 
tionship of bondsmen. 

The period nsuaHy adopted for Mexican peones being in 
market, to dispose of their produce and manufactures of 
various kinds, I have noticed) is Sunday morning, which, 
it woold be reasonable to soppose, is not wholly dbjectioa- 
able on the part of the. pious and good clergy, who are then 
sure to get a small pittance bestowed on them, in the way 
of forgiving the sins oi these poor mari&et-men. For like 
many good and holy ChristiaiiBy they most devootly believe 
that these padres, clad in the sacred gown of the church, 
yet the most intriguing and stealthy politicians in the whole 
Bepublic of Mexico^ have, by divine inspiration, the power 
of fori^ving sins as loften as they aim ocMnmitted ; provided, 
a sacred donation is offered in atonement. This really looks 
as if God, in his inlinite wisdom and goodness, was in the 
habit of visiting the earth in some visional tform aiiter hav- 
ing pronounced it ^ good— yea, very good," and receiving 
gold from man, ns if he did not own the \vhole creaftion ! 
There might be a political as well as politic question pro- 
pounded with regard to where this gold has, for ages, been * 
deposited ; perhaps, though, it is securely safe in the hidden 
coffers of His most pious Vicegerents ! 

The reason of Sunday morning being ^e.time chosen 
for marketing in most Mexican towns, sftruek me that it is 
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a fhsbicmable policy gx>t up by tlie clergy, to make them-' 
selves sure of obtaining these petty market gains. When, 
if the time were set for any other day, the leach infr and ab- 
sorbing coffers of the church might not be so piously re- 
spected, nor so conveniently open to receive the golden 
toils of ^r Anahuac. 

In Tepic, over the surface of the Plaza, bordeririL^ the 
promenades, these country market-men have their several 
productions spread on mats made of a species of Tul^^near 
which tbey sit, either on a stool or on mother earth, seem* 
ingly indifferent as to their sitting posture, and staring at 
the passers-by with a longing and solicitous look, as if to 
wheedle and enchain them to the spot till they had despoiled 
them of their purses for holy putpoges* It is not uncommon 
to see market-women also dispersed among the market- 
men, to season the occasion with their harmonious drollery. 

Beans, Chili pepper, onions, garlic, com, Irish potatos, 
tweet potatos, lettuce, pumpkins, squashes, turnips, toma- 
tos, eggs, fowls of various kinds, younpr pigs, lambs, calves, 
fresh beef and pork, and fruits of various kinds, such as 
KmeOy ofanges, plantains^ bananas, and several species of 
tike CMtaid apple, and also chairs and earthen ware made 
in the country, includinof some foreign merchandise, abound 
in this market, and receive their respective spots, as I have 
before mentioned in this letter. The prices for most of 
these artides range nearly on a parallel with the prices iti 
most parts of the United States for the same or similar 
oDe0i 

Among the several species of tn^ieal fruits, I noticed 
the custard apple, which is most delicious ; it is cone shaped, 
twice tlie size of a goose egg, of a yellowish pulp, sweet 
and tegrant. I was told, when traveling within the trop- 
ical regions of Mezioo^ and on low altitudes, that any of 
the species of custard apple would prove injurious to a for* 
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eigner just haying come into the countrj, causing him to 
incur constipation, and then fever, common to such region^ 

Adios, r 

Seilory 

AOBXOOLA. 

CiNGiimATtrs. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

StoCuee to CoUbmi Ihmi Teplo-Tmi--Bliib SoO-LndrcMiM-Baiiclios y HaoMm 
— yroductiona ■ F owit Trees and Tines. 

Amtgo Mio : — ^Ere I have taken leave of this region, 

carrying yon in mind further from home, my })en will ac- 
company you on a short jaunt in a south-easterly direction 
towards Colima, from the city of Tepic, distant aboat aer- 
cnty leagues. The only manner of traveling through tliis 
portion of country, either on business or to explore its fer- 
tile plains of small extent, its rolling bills, its jagged shapes 
of lengthened ridges, and its monntainotfs peaks, and record 
them upon the notes of time, is by trail, where mules tread 
in single and careful file, and that too, lonely and danger- 
ous. This trail is not much traveled ; commerce through 
this part having a few links to bind, and but little to receive^ 
and still less to impart. In any other country, some atten- 
tion would have been paid ere this to have unbosomed such 
a vast, rich and tropical region, now comparatively buried 
in the decomposition of its own mouldering vegetation. 

With thi'5 natural view in mind as to this part, where 
tropical growth abounds in such a high state of perfection^ 
it is a wonder that the fecundity of the earth is not furrow* 
ed by the plow, and made to receive those generous seeds, 
the productions of which are now most exclusively import- 
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ed, and that, toO) for immediate home consumption ; as cot- 
ton, for the mAQU^ACture of clothing. 

The serious appreheasion of danger, wiUi respect to 
traveling through the Jalisco and Colima territories, pro- 
ceeding from the scattered bands of ladrones, so commonly 
infesting everj district, with the hope of stealthy gains, the 
loneliness of the trail, the rugged points and deep ravines, 
all conspire to drift the travel a circuitous route of near four 
hundred miles, by the way of Guadalajam, Zapotlan, and 
thence to CoUnuu Mexicans take this long route, and 
advise foreigners to do the same, seemingly not desirous 
of iiaviiig their country explored by mind, nor capacitj to 
judge ; or so supinely and intolerably inclined to inactivity, 
that they really conclude others have bo more locoinotion 
than themselves. 

Being anxious to travel farther into the interior, and 
make a circuit by the way of Guadalajara and Man- 
aaniilo, I preferred the most traveled route^ for the purpose 
of gaining more general information, though not chosen so 
much for safety ; for among the lower classes, consisting 
mostly of Indians and their compounds, I consider that 
there is little difference in any portion of the Republic, with 
reference to their natural thieving propensities being man- 
ifested or suppressed, as opportunity or policy might in- 
dicate. 

The intervening tract of country, both directly and indi- 

recily between Tepic and Colima, is divided iiilo ranches, 
or iiaciendas, owned by the clergy and a few private indi- 
viduals ( though a small portion of this domain is yet pub- 
lic, and invested ia the Mexican government, subject to 
grant. The proprietors live in towns and cities, not far 
distant, and farm out many small fertile tracts, in their large . 
possessions, for a low rent, taken in produce or in mon^. 
Here th^ tenants at will are under the special control of 
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the proprietors, and are subject to a removal when they 
bare taken llieur first sown or planted produce o£ But 
tenants for years are more independent, and plant and sow 

wiiai ihey please, aiul in prujjoiliuii lo the amount of 
labor expended, reoiarkablj prosperous; and they, Uke 
tenants for a term of years, not only plant annual seeds and 
growths, but tfaey set out plants and trees, which take much 
time for them to arrive at maturity. A reasonable liiue, 
and a reasonable recompense are, by the rules of the civil 
law, and customs of policy, guaranteed to such occupants ; 
thoogh seldom, I have heard of litigation arising from the 
inatteiitiuu ol the piopi i< liua to collect their rental dues, 
and though the tenant^^ had been years in peaceable pos- 
sesdon* 

This information touching a region of country over which 
foreignej a Uive .seldom or never trod, was obtained by con- 
versing with an intelligent Mexican, who hadtraveleditover 
many tames, ani who seemed to be well acquainted with 
its general figure and productions. La vista general de 
esta pais presents in an < ininent degree the natural simili- 
tudes which I have already alluded to ; and the produc- 
tions are on a small scale, consisting of such vegetables 
aiiil fruits as were previously meiuioiicd in the maikel at 

TepiC. 

The agricultural growths are limited, and consist of 
sugar and cotton ; the forests abound in valuable dye-wood, 

and furnish fine finishing and cabinet lumber for home use 
and exportation, along the coast and in the interior, in 
proximity to the sea ports of San Bias and Manzanillo. 
This branch of industry is represented as rewarding amply 
those who immerge into the wilds of forest shades, and 
bring their work to light. On the coast between these two 
ports, no stream of moment £ows into the ocean, yet I was 
told that there were some small inlets or coves wheire 
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•Bounds to a ^rreat extent with fndigenous finite trees, out 
of which the well knowii palm oil is manutactuied ; whieh 
Aliliject I will ^ttore foU/ raiiaikiipcm when L8i^ 
jdvnmied wi^ you on my drcmt to Miiniainllio^ Iftofe these 
trees jlourisli in p^reat perfection luvX (^xulx-niucc, exttiuJ- 
ing over millions of acrea^ contiguous to the coast. 

SlursapariDa is another naCoral prodnctibn^^kietcimitel to 
this Vegion, in which these ibrestli abonnd moist *|ll(SitfMi)r; 
and wliich, of late vcars, Laa been of growing iruportaiiee 
to oommenie, and noted in the medicinal vocabulary for its 
MOthing aiid l^inedial properties! eiMAi id' eases blf^iidlrwtt 
pulmonarg complaints. This plant I shaU allude to again 
when at Coiima, • ' 

Adiofli 

Sefior, 

▲OBICOLA. ' • • = ■ ■ 'J"'/ V-^U- 

■ - * 



» 

. I* 
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LETTER XXXil. 

Titoaght of leaving Tepic GiuidaLUftra— Rich surrounding Country— The Aspect 
and Productfona near Tppir— Olstnncp— TVparture nt 1 1 o'clock at nlnht, in tlio 
Stage— Previous Precaution— Senor Augsburgh and Family— Thick Fog—Scen- 
ery— Agriculture— First Station, its Aflpect— Second Station, its Peculiaritiea 
ud BoildingB. 

Amioo Mid : — Being still at Tepic^ and having observed 
much with reference to a region of country which may, 
from its uniqueness and picturesque scenery in rich and 
beautiful vallies and mountain landscapesi strike you favor- 
ably, (though I trust not wholly bo) and hold fordi induce- 
ments to fearless and hardy adventurers, I sLall now 
wave any further details of this part of fair Anahuac, till I 
conclude these letters^ when it will be my intention to briefly 
reca{»tulate my ground; touching and investigating the 
historic, civil and scientific field ijiiig on the western slope 

esta CordiUercL 

Notwithstanding the novelty and information arising from 
travel in this strange and often distracted country by intes- 
tine commotions — the result of revolutionists and ladrones, 
and that too, in the richest and most cultivated portions— I 
must confess that I have often felt an inward leluetance to 
set out again renewing my explorations and encountering 
anticipated dangers, especially after having enjoyed a fine 
dimaie and the luxurious comforts embraced in some of 
the beaotifal cities of western Mexico^ Here the aroma, 
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rich in nature's cijstal urzis, arising from mountain floweiSi 
plants and trees ; also from the fields of coffee trees, soger 
cane, plantains, banaHas, cotton and maize, conspiring to 

make frajrrant the scene, I inhaled with a grateful sensa- 
tion in thanks iuli^ and feelingly expressed to tiie Great 
CSause, for these manj peculiar and useful bestowments 
upon man. 

These incidents though small, include much ; and I men- 
tion them to show the peculiar adaptations of this region, 
and how grateful man should feel to be assigned this^ his 
happy and bountiful lot here below — comparing it with the 
fmsts of Lapland or the bieak winds of Greenland's icj 
fields. Here the fertile fielcTis sown and harvested, or na- 
ture, in her prolific and seed'-bearing bosom, plants the de- 
sired spot, and man lifts his eyes and plucks the fruit ; but 
there nature seeras shrouded in fhe ibrbidding aspect of her 
own dreary solitudes ; — hen^ her vegetation is unmatured 
for man, and her supplies are small at best, and her sons and 
daughters have to seek a loathsome and precarious subsists 
ence. ' 

Mj mind being made up to leave the city of Topic for 
that of Guadalajara, near two hundred miles hi the interior, 
I had learned that I could avail myself of traveling in 
company with Senor Augsburgh and family, the French 
Consul for these cities, or rather the whole State of Jalisco, 
who had hired the stage on this occasion for his owh use, 
but without filling all the seats, I embraced it readily, hav- 
ing previously heard too much of the dangers of the way 
to venture compatively with Mexicans alone, or without 
company well prepared to meet incidental emergencies. 
The necessary arrangements for this tedious journey hav- 
ing been efiected, and taking a final farewell of my Mends 
and acquaintances of recent date, I took myself to rest till 
the hour of eleveu o'clock had*nearly arrived. Tliis is the 
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Mexican set hour for leaving cities by stage, which we al- 
most instinctively obeyed, yet with dismal forebodings as to 
our personal safety ; wending our devious way over the sto- 
ny streets, which seemed to jar the very coiir?truction of the 
coach ; the mules six in number being on a full bound. 
Seftor Augsburgh, I soon discovered, possessed in a high 
degree those peculiar Germanic characteristics, which, 
rather slow in being moulded to acquaintanceship, yet when 
knowingly tapped were warm, cordial, congenial and in- 
structive. He is a German merchant of wealth and high 
respectability, and has lived in the Republic of Mexico ten 
or more years, following commercial pursuits in both Tepic 
and Guadalajara. Not many years since, he became en- 
grafted to a Mexican lady of an intelligent aspect and cor- 
dial heart, in the city of Tepic, where she loves to go oc- 
casionally to see her relations and attend to her patrimony. 
Thus Seilor Augsburgh resides alternately in either city, 
though prompted by motives to perpetuate the health of his 
family, he prefers la tierra templada surrounding the city 
of Guadalajara to la tierra calienta d cercd, Tepic ; hence 
he resides mostly in the former, and at a country villa a 
few miles out of the city. ' * "* ... 

In departing from Tepic we were all cautious to be well 
armed, having in and on the coach one hundred rounds of 
ball, in a species of artillery which would have been fear- 
lessly aimed and discharged had there been any necessity 
in an attempt to the application of them. 

The early part of the night was of a bright star-light ; 
and the city of Tepic with her dusky sentinels patroling 
the streets, and every half hour exclaiming to the full 
height of their rough voices, " Bie7i es todas, la ciudad Dios 
consecre," as the occasion seemed to require, forcibly re- 
minded me that, though I might be among the sleeping 
tombs of the dead, yet there were a few wakeful passen- 
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gers who had not goue on their dark or sunny way, weep- 
ing or rejoicing. Near midnight a thick fog had spread its 
misty mantle over this fragrant region, shedding almost a 
cool and gentle shower for a time, even penetrating my se- 
rape'y and falling from my eye-lashes and face in bountiful 
and crystal-like drops. This at first greatly bedimmed my 
sight and the extent of my visional observations ; though I 
discovered that it was nearly a level, or a gently undula- 
ting surface we were passing over. In fact the general 
aspect of this region so far as my eye could extend through 
the dim mist, till our arrival at the first station, presented 
of varied beauty, a scenery teeming with cots, trees, and a 
substantial enclosure along the road for many a mile, en- 
compassed with heavy and high stone walls on either side. 

It was in the month of April I passed, and near the road 
in this spacious field at either view, I saw bands of mules, 
horses, cattle, sheep, goats and hogs herding promiscuously. 
Observing this enclosure, and that nothing had been plant- 
ed in it, as the time for planting in the temperate zone had 
just begun or was drawing to a close, especially in the 
south of the United States, I was naturally led to en- 
quire why this was not plowed for plantuig ? I was res- 
ponded to intelhgently, that the Mexicans never forced a 
bountiful supply, and scarcely made use of the regular 
planting seasons as they approached. Moreover, I was in- 
formed that the rainy season would set in during the latter 
part of May or the first of June, and then after the crude 
manner of Mexican agriculture, this vast enclosure would 
perhaps be planted with cotton ; rice ; maize, the staff of the 
Mexicans ; pumpkins ; squashes ; and a full variety of 
Mexican plants and vegetables susceptible of maturing 
within the season required for the aforesaid specific pro- 
ductions. In most of the fertile portions of Anahuac, on 
the western slope of the Cordillera, the dry season contin- 
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aes too long for the hasbnidaen to svcocnAiUy grow inanj 

of the Um^-mxmm9i staples ; sach as coflTee, cotton, sugar- 
cane, and rice, without having at their will the most ample 
meatta of iivig^on ; tbough, would the Mexksan agrictil* 
tmrifllB and gentlenieB of means adopt the system of Arte* 

&ia;i ic'^ll hi)rfn(f so exitenaively pui-^ued by the Americans 
in the bute oi Caliiomia, particularly in the vaUey of San 
Jos^i tiMy live in a country abounding in perennial 
▼eidOfie and bloom. 

The drive to the first station, being l;i Hacirni];! dc Trigo- 
nn d, took but a short time, tiie distance beiuL'^ t' ri lu ilea only 
from tiie eifey, and thie mnles let go at the height of their speed. 
ISjBmwg arrited, I immediately descended from ray seat 
Oil tlic top of the c/>af'!i, wliere in traveling through Mex- 
ican States I have usually chosen to sit, in order to be on 
the aloft for eoming danger ; and having straightened my- 
self for a moment, and taking a quick glance at the prem- 
ises around the staUoa, i discovered th;\t ihcre were only 
a fow Indian hots or cots in proximity with la casa de d 
Sitpet *i nt e nd mUi -^ihe proprietor of the soil living in the 
city- 

In a few moments we were all ready por paseando, as it 
lakoa the Mexican hostlers a short time only at thestations^ 
to reguk^ their relays, and be in readiness to meet the 
anticipations of the moi>t fastidious and go-ahead traveller. 
The same aspect near the road and at a distance^ with roll- 
ing hills and mountain peaks, presented itself to the trav* 
oleics thoughtful Tision, as had in arriving at the first sta- 
tion ; though of the two, this appeared most broken on 
approaching the second station, twenty-one miles from the 
city, which is called la Hacienda de Labor. The tog had 
now nearly lost itself in the constant absorption of earth's 
unslaking thirst ; and the night, having been more than 
half spent in a dreary and watery shroud, was then resum- 

G 
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the scenery :« round, and which we were ahout to pass 
tlii out^h. Near this staiion I saw a large aud WfiU conduc- 
ted Mvcimda dweUiogy whicb, «» ftnm^ mm 
rteembles some antique ca^stle with ita eqU And dilapidaited 

outbuildings, of which we have ofuai read in descriptions 

of E^roj^eaa lor tress^a in tiuK^ jw:e» iim any order of 
aitdttteemre <tf a more modem date. It Btoad^doi^ apoa 

a slight elevation, almost solitary, and Uruly with aolblng 
compajiioijabie about, occupying an area ot two Liiuu>and 
four hundred feet, and being two stories high, and also ome^^ 
m€nt0dyinih heavj Golumasi arches, balmnu^i l^^t^?94e^ 
large and hwfj doors and iron gratings for windows, and 
having a wall three feet tiiick with a terraced roQt Aijd a 
parapet near three feet high above itafiarfiacei. > 

Being wearied of wielding the pen lor the pveaaiil|ftil4 
feeling a desire to open a new account with you ; though 
loUowiog tho &anie ikscripuve thread, and to ireiaXi^^ip^ 
care ; I presume that this motion you will not 
it emaniktes from so generous yet thought/tii a; 

Adio.s, 
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LETTEB XXXIU. 

• Population of La Labor— Indian Character— Traveling Speed— Hacienda de San Leo- 
nel— Aapect— Soil— Prodactlons— El Bancho de Mirador— lt» ropulatiou— Ban- 
cbo de Galindo—Sceneiy— Springs — Bancho de T.agMn«if^, amd tbet of 8 an 
Y a e l w l — Ocenpatioiit and Stock— Milk. 

* 

Amigo Mio: — Again for your amusement and hypo- 
thetical instiucUon, I resume mj pen in transmitting such 
portions of my travels in Mexico as I hope will interest you 
most. In this view I will lead jonr thoughtful humor to 
the concluding part of my last letter at ilie second station, 
la Hacienda de la Labor, The population at esta hacienda 
is about SIX hundred^ GODsistiog» for the most part^ of labor- 
ing Indians, who like the southern slaves obey the voice 
of their master ; and that too, in a far more liumble form 
of outward acts of servility. Though Mexico boasts of the 
freedom of her sons and daughters, yet most of then! serve 
under a yoibs of bondage, with a clear conception of its 
character, and an evident conviction of its consequences ; 
I mean that of ignorance the most willful, and tyranny, its 
natural sequence* If the Mexican . servant desires any 
information or other ofcject of the proprietor or of a supe- 
rior, or has to enter his house to see him on business, he 
puts his hat under his arm as if by natural impulse^ and 
retains it there till he has left the immediate presence of 
his lorjl. The relation in wiiich these ptoiies stand to those 
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who give them employment^ I hare already mentioned in 

a preceding letter, as being below that of a southern slave f 
and without the obligations of a ma^ater's care and purse, 
in case of sickness and the trembling infirmities of age. 
The proprietor of esto hacienda^ with his family, resides here 
most of the time, and he is engaged in the production of 
maize, frijoles or beans, and sugar cane, with such vegeta- 
bles as the market and the Indians may require for Mite- 
nance ; and also, in the growth of stock. I was ako inftw- 
ed that he had been many times attacked bj the stealthy 
bands de banditos, who prowl about on the fertile plains, « 
yet as oflen he had forced them to retreat irap»Jvib|||(^ 
hold, repelling them by the gentle, still manly 
of arms. 

The rate of our traveling, I should imagine^ would 
range ahont six miles an hour, and on an average, we 

must have received fresh relays every ten miles' travel ; 
the number of traveUng hours being thirty, and on the road 
thirty-six in all, between Tepic and Guadahgara* Many 
parts of this route we found rough, precipitous and stony, 
which mucli retarded the speed of the mules. In a geoerraph- 
ical line, the distance is not so far ; the miun road being circu- 
lar to avoid the passing through deep ^pilches and over 
mountainous districts. ^ ^ 

HavioL^ antic ijjated the speed of our traveling, the dis- 
tance ot the journey, and fiomewhat of the character of 
the road, I will now accompany yon, amigo mio, to mj 
resuming more fully my departure at the second station. 
Every one and everything being properly adjusted, we 
salfied out on a bounding trot at two o'clock in the morning ; 
the stars shining brightly, and the milky-way being in the 
zenith of its splendor, serving us not as the ^ pillar of light " 
in days of yore, to the nomadic tribes of Israelites, in the 
full execution of ancieni prediction ; but as a gentle hand- 
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maid with many pleasing characteristics, to light us on our 
way, and aid in making observations upon the beauties or 
deformities of nature or of the surrounding and passing 
objects. 'Ere we had gone lar in tracing the happy land- 
scape of nature, and launched out into the full contempla- 
tion of what we may have heard or were then seeing, our 
vision was again rescued from too much intensity by our 
passing la Hacienda San Leonel, three miles from the for- 
mer. Esta Hacienda apeared to be surrounded with simi- 
lar building improvements, and pursuits, and with a popu- 
lation of near nine hundred, most of whom would fully 
characterize the peones in habits or general appearance, 
especially in the peculiarites of ignorance, stupidity and 
slothfulness. 

This region appears well watered, abounding in build- 
ing and fencing stones and rocks, yet with a scarce supply 
of forest trees for any purposes, except fuel. The land is 
productive, even during the dry season, when properly irri- 
gated ; and in abundance within the gulches and canadas 
you would see, as passing along, the yellow harvest of the 
plantains and bananas, ready to be plucked and eaten ! 
The soil here, and in fact through most of this region of 
country, is volcanic, presenting those ingredients so gen- 
erally commingling with its nature, silex alumina, lime, 
potash and iron ; and these, in some portions, were decom- 
posed, having united with their particles vegetable mould, 
and in others they were decomposing ; trap rocks occurring 
in large tabular masses, rising one above another, like steps. 
In other portions of the same region of country, you may 
cast your eye and behold it capt with the rock of ages, 
granite, with its apparent compositions, quartz, feldspar and 
mica ; while the soil in other parts possesses a substratum 
of argillaceous deposit, with an overlay er of calcareo-ar- 
gillaceous and loamy contexture, — presenting upon its sur- 
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face, an infinite luxuriance of vegetation. This kind of 
soil, it is my impresiiion, in regions where tropical rains 
prevail with so much violence, might be more lasting, as it 
would not admit of too free a drainage, but retain mostly 
the rich decomposition of vegetable growth. 

A variety of elevations now became more conspicuous ; 
and lofty peaks near at hand and in the distance changed 
the scene, showing on their whitened or brownish sides, the 
grandeur of magniticence ; while el camino de coche winds 
around the base of many a hoary sire, then down a gulch 
furrowed out by the mountain torrents, and thenee along a 
sloping plain, jagged in form, till it struck a beautiful 
level ; where bounding, we passed on our wayward course. 
In the lapse of an hour from the last station, we had 
arrived at el rancho del Mirador^ twenty-seven miles from 
the city of Tepic, surrounded by poor huts to mark the 
existence of human tenements. The population is near 
one hundred, consisting mostly of Indians ; and the pur- 
suits for a subsistence are grazing on a small scale, and the 
cultivation de frijoles, ajos, ceboUas miez y pimento de chile^ 
including fruits, melons, and the like. These are the kinds 
of productions which tend much to support the lower 
classes in Mexico, and enter largely into that of the higher. 
The next habitation we hailed is that of el rancho de GaU ^ 
indo^ thirty miles from Tepic ; here I noticed a similar pop- 
ulation to what 1 have already described, consisting of one 
hundred, and mostly Indians, with pursuits of a similar 
character to those above mentioned. 

The country had now become more than undulating ; it 
was rather rough, and in many places mountain peaks were 
presenting themselves near el camino^ lending romance to 
us lonely sojourners, peeping one above another in quick 
succession, and seemingly floating along in ethereal mist. 

We saw not las establecimtentos de el rancho, where we 
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were to receive relay mules, near the road, as we had 
ascended quite a hill ; but near a fore«t tree we beheld the 
mules harnessed and ready for immediate service, with an 
hostler on the alert to perform his required duty. After- 
ward?, in passing along, we saw the buildings in the gu^ch 
below, which spread out into a rich bottom land, where the 
usual productions peculiar to a climate bordering on the 
temperate zone, as the result of altitude, were grown in per- 
fection and abundance. The reason that many rancho and 
hacienda buildings, are not situated on the roa I, is that 
springs of water cannot always be conveniently had for 
household and rancho purposes. 

Our relay of mules being all ready for the sounding thong, 
we soon took leave of this lonely spot, which to me, having 
come from the whirl of a California life, seemed so deso- 
late ; and we passed on, meeting with a few changes, such 
as seeing clumps of scrubby oaks, white, red, and black, that 
were fitted for no other design than that of fuel. 

Nothing of moment met our eyes to whet up our obser- 
vations and make us chronicle events, till our arrival at el 
rancho del Ocotillo, forty-two miles from the city of Tepic. 
Esto rancho consists of a population of nearly two hundred 
Indians, who are engaged in its cultivation. Kcceivingour 
relay of mules we traveled on, seemingly without the note 
of time, passing el rancho de LagimiUa in the distance of 
three miles, with a population of mostly mixed breeds, 
numbering two hundred ; and in that of three miles fur- 
ther, that of San Tsahel, forty-eight miles from Tepic. 
The population here is varied and numbers about six hun- 
dred ; although Shem's apf»arent race is quite visible in 
the general contour of their facial regions. The chief 
objects of occupation and pursuit are very similar with 
tho^e I have already mentioned. Small tracts or patches 
are here and thfire cultivated on each of these, in the usual 
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Mexican manner o£ tilling land, coupled with grazing. 
The stock consists of cattle, horses, mules, sheep, goats and 
hogs ; though I did not discover that anj of these abounded 
superabundantly in any of tliis region of country. 

£sto8 ranchos are remarkably well watered, the water 
rising from the mountain solitudes and springs on the 
syphonic principle. Feeling that the length of this let- 
ter may weary you and encumber myself with too much 
writing at one time, I will close this and renew my jour- 
ney in another letter. 

Adios, 

• * • Senor, 

AOBZCOLA. , 

CiNCINNATU*. 

i 

■ •■ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Baclonda de Tetltan— Aspect— Productions— It.mclin rlr- Vreto— Breal^fi^t thr-eat 
and Its Kind— Its a.sj>prt II imld Land.*— ^Innners and Ca^topis of the Indiana 
generally— Mode of Living— Amusements— C impels on Uu.ciendas-'Moral Infor* 
nutloii gained under the tnllaence of RellglOD -i^Ute Beligion, ImpoUtie, 

» 

Amigo Mio : — One soon becomes reallj fatigued in 
tfaaa traveling half of the night or more ; especially, eamo 
no hay minguna fondOf where we conld have obtained, 
early in the mornings, a cup of coffee or chocolate to grat- 
ify our longing appetites. All ready, we took leave of el 
Rancho de Sm Tsahel^ and in traveling six miles we 
reached the large and beautiful Hacienda de Tetttan, which 
19 possessed of verr good improvements and of a population 
of twelve hundred, eleven-twelfths of whom are Indians, ser- 
ving in Uiecapacity of peones. This is surrounded with stock 
of various kinds, sufiBcient for practical purposes. The 
productions at this place are the same as those which I 
have already mentioned as being grown at Haciendas. 

However, I mu^ not omit mentioning, that prior to our 
leaving San Ysabel we purchased some milk of a Senora, 
whom we saw milking, on our arrival .to receive our relay 
of mules. Se£ior Augsburgh having traveled the road sev* 
eral times, and well understanding the requisites for per* 
sonal comfort on a long jaunt, had laid in a bountiful supply 
of cooked provisions which he now shared with the other 
pmengers most liberally, and for this act of attention^ I 
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here beg to acknowledge the most welcome reception o€ 
on my own part* 

The houTB of breakfasting when traTelIng in this eonn- 

try, either in the stage or otherwise, is at ten o'clock. A. 
3(Ly and thi^ moi nn ^, more li ;>!s usual for myseit, I felt a 
keen appetitei having trareied since eleyen o'clock the 
night before till the present, about nine o^dkick* 

The next place in surcession on my juuiiial is e! Rancho 
d$ Vrtto^ si^ty miles irom Tepic, and where if I mistake 
not, we received oar relay with a most cordial good cheer ; 
fox in receiving this, we also reoeivedf ^ fimimntk i/t nmoitroM 
de rancliu. Our rancho breakfa&L vvik? at rather a mean 
looking hut ; consisting of two front roouM on the groandy 
of adobe construction, of a thatched roof, and of not a few 
bushes in front of la casa, to serve in the grateful capacity 
ol a coyered piazza. 

Having dismoupted from our seatsy we soon saw our 
hostess bnsily engaged in antUamieai dtssecHm$ of famlm^ 
beef, and other eatables, which she had been, and was hav- 
ing cooked in a mo&i hurried manner. We hailed it as a 
luxury after a wearisome jaunt of sixty milesy to halt even 
at a hut, wash our dusty faces, and comb our hair ; though 
wiUioui the convenience or rather rtliacuient of a ifiilctte 
glass to peep into, in order to straighten our locbminddeck 
our brows in proportions just, like some blithsome sylphs* 
This over, we cast our eyes about for a lounge to rest our 
iimbis iur a. few nmnmnts, and i-iivv Ui v ox hides* blrewed 
over the ground .%wer6 under the hush piazsa roQ^jnd on 
these there were soon spread blanke^ where we sevmjly 
threw ourselves till the unwanted for breakfast mns 
coarsely thruugli our liars. The time had now arrived tpr 
this cail, and to me at this hour of the day, it eeemed an 
unnatural one, y^t almost instinctiv^ I obeyed its dida* 
^d arising not from my downy bed, J we^t tp Jtba 
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breakfast-board in quite a smidl room, so laucii so tbal m 
could ficarcelj pass eacb other to be aeated* 

This did not look 6iif>erabaiidaiitljr supplied, nor at If 

the fields and garden- l[;i,d been robbed oi luu li ol iLLii* 
golden Iruits ; still there was a sufliciency to eat and satisfy 
oar bongeTf ^ODBifiliDg of coffee with milky chocolate, beef- 
^t/mik ranted on eoak, e^gs boiled, bread, torHUas, frijolas, 
^ cwrrit €un iMiiLi Colorado ; and alter iLi::, it is uie cu*^ 
tott ^ the coiwtrj, we were preeented with paper cigars, 
catted cigariim, of which I soon discovered that all persons 
wiLliout rrpard tu sex enjuyed the luxury, except the first 
eisHS of young ladies ; and this if thej do^ they indulge 
naaofedyy as an exhUarapt custom. 

' BreaMwe bmng over, and feeling myself mueh refreshed, 
I took a olroU out to buiiold the liones tie tl rancho, but I 
disoamed them not* I contented myself with-observing its 
baaniiftil locslto in a feitile district of conntry, adapted to 
grazinofor aericulturul pursuits, with a fine mountain stream 
runiiiiig through it, sufiicient to fertilize the parcJitMl earth, 
and make it Ihest prodactiTe at any season of the year. 
"Thfe popnlstioa is estknsM at two hundred, and I should 
imaorine tliat uineteen-twentieths of it were of Indian pro- 
genitors, and these mostly serve as peones. The produc- 
-tkmillli.tbe same^as at o^ros ranehos^ though limited I as- 
MM ymii eiBtgo, in compansmi to what they might be made 
by the hand ot industry and well directed labor. The hills 
and mountains were dryl and seemed to aiibrd, in the month 
cyf Jipn^ a scanty supply of verda^to maintain animal 
e f3 t?gt^ n<e e , except in low and humid lands. These abound 
bclvvtseii mouiiUiii urns ridges and spurs towering into the 
misty clsttds | and an the diy season they resemble oases 
iK'Aa'iiMert'laiid of the Great Sahara* There, as at the 
«0lliil' localities where we passed, the spirit, the manners, 
itb#. #iigtom£j and knowledge ot the country peopk ur iudiau 
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petme$f wpidtanot de Luddanw^ afe rerj miich the same \ 
which I will now allnde to, for the purpose of no other 

oltject than to represent verified characteristics as they fell 
under mj observation, in passing through this and other 
regions of Western Mexico. 

But little of a oomnendahle spirit did I see in the gen- 
eral improvements of the couiUry to render the habitations 
of man the greatest desiderata, jet a personal spirit of re- 
▼enge and hatred did I frequently witness this class ea> 
tend to each other. In iheir hahits they are extreme! j 
lazy, prone to misrepresentations, lilthy, hair long and 
knotted, faces dirty, bare-footedy and often bare-headed, 
with a loose pair of pantaloons^ shirt, and sometimes a 
round-about, and with a blanket they are sometimes blest 
as comprising a portion ot a wardrobe. Frequently en 
paieando ias raneho§ y haeiendoij I beheld them extended 
on the ground, and many times under an imp^ect shade, ^' 
very dissimilar to that humanity which I had been wont to 
see in other lands. By the extreme force <»f hunger, and 
the remonstraaoe and persuasion of the proprietors of these 
establishments, are these Indian peones urged and brought 

mto the perfonuance of maimal labor, lo detain a mere sus- 
tainment ; though this requirement ot nature they would 
not obey, were there ample opportunities (tf stealing, rob> 
bing and escape, blended together. I saw many of them 
on horse-back, tilting aboui liic plains witli ease and grace- 
fulness in their motions ; keeping their bodies in a iiexible 
position with the gallop of their steeds. 

The dresses of the females, like the clothes of the males, 
are made of cheap calico of the most tlashy print for the 
skirts, with scarcely any notions of propriety or decency 
aboat them. This fashion, if it deserves a comparisoo, 
looked like that of the antique ages of the world, perhaps 
shortly i^ter the creation, when .human beings discerned 
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their nudity ; for in adapting them to their dusky frames 
fhey gave their dresses ample meftsnrement to admit the 
cool air to freely circulate ; and seldom, was I informed, 

they wore nny undi i cloihes : perl inps a chemise without 
aoy addition. Their dresses, though made with slcirts and 
sometimes ^ecTes, are seldom raised to a comely position, 
merely hu^d aroand their waists. Over their heads and 
shoalJei;5 liiey usually wear los rehozos or long shawls, 
mostly knit of cotton thread, dyed with Taried hues. These 
shawll or t^ozob they extend gracefully over their heads^ 
supplying the custom of wearing honnets, and folly pro- 
tecting their oval, hrawiiy iorms to the iuvver part of the 
waist. This class of female peoneSj doing what they may 
in the fbrm of domestic employment, ever retain gut reha^ 
zos, seldom using pins as in other countries. These In- 
dians generally .^1(m p on the ground floor of their huts, 
haying dried ox hides beneath, and in this manner they 
pass long nights enfolded in their hlankets, rehearsing an- 
cestral achievements, and the feats in w hich they themsel- 
ves have been engaged, till natnie exhausted, closer their 
^rea in the oblivion of nighL Their diet is simple, consist- 
ing of camS con Ohili coIwadOftoritUos, sweet potatoes, 
bread uiade of u plnni called juUuplila, liuits common to 
the<i^ntry, a/(^, cebaUas, without coffee or tea; however, 
cold water is eommonly subslkated. The chief amusement 
of this class consist in cock-fighting, bull-fighting, running 
horses on the plains, tln vjw iiig ihe lasso wiicn on a full gal- 
lop with unerrnig certainty, and fandangos accompanied 
and isplivened with violins and guitars, and also tamborines, 
And sometimes with jolly vocal music, and generally end- 
ing in a light, with one or two deaths to pay n sm&ii Iribule 
10 pkamire.^ # . 

Oo; asost of las Haciendas ^ there is a chapel where the 
haotenda peones, with the country people on /b^ rone^ot 
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near at hand attend chnrch of a Sunday morning, kneeling 
and ejaculating » short (krajer in imitation of the sainted 
padre who has^ perbapsy come from a difilant atj or some 
humble viUa^e, to bless his flock in sowing good aadrifht- 
ecus seeds, bui with godly and pious care to reap his har- 
vest ere the setting sun had shut in his goldrnfieece^ Wiik 
all the pious care and instruction ; with aH the external 
forms of ceremony and godly invocation ; christianed un- 
der the holy banners of the faith, and surrounded by godly 
lathers \ taught to kneel before the altar and the Sainta, 
and repeat in chorus loud, sacred anthems^ attuned by 

the instrumental choir; adoring one set of nun as media- 
tors between an offended God imd ofiending man, and pay* 
ing these tribute tQ plead their cause and express their elo- 
quence to the admiring crowd ; it would, most assuredly, 
beggar truth lu give liic red men of the forest a higher po- 
sition, either mentally, physically, morally, * politicaUy, ar- 
tistically, or scientifically, than their ancestors possessed 
at the time of the conquest of Mexico, under the iron sway 
of Mon tuzurna. 

Hence the amount of moral, artistic and sdentifie inform 
mation of which one would observe these Indians to be in 
possession, has been far excelled by a lon«^ line of ance - 
tral if we can credit astute pages of histor^i, whi- h, 

in bold rehef, re^t the manners, habits, customs, aiits and 
sciences of the andent and sagacions Astecs. 

In these remarks I do not intend to advocate brt that 
religion ,ti» a State is /lecessary to it& moii\\ prese vation 
and advancement ; though this religion should adv.icate as 
litile for sdf as possible, that it may inculcate mo' al duties 
eilicaciously ; but that of a State the past hist< . y of tliC 
world forbids ; as all the elements, whether goal or bad m 
such a. State, are ooncent^^ated in a few, and brdome locked 
up under a preconcerted seal, the stamp which would 
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parcdyze the soul of an/ commouwealtb* Nor siiould the 
whole of a religious fichool or sect be coodemned because 
of the tendenej of its bad prindples or advocates, except 

so t;ir as they may impose themselves upon the politit al 
aiiairs ol a State ; iku should we question but iliat under 
all finrms of religion there most be some good and truly 
pious .souls ; though perhaps, all mankind may bear watch* 
ing to keep them good. 

Feeling that I have partially discliarged the object I had 
in the design of this letter^ I will waive any farther details 
which ihight be e mbrac ed in its peculiar characteristics, 
and submii it to your personal and indulgent care^ resuming 
hi 09 aeilf the tenor of my ma^. 



Senor, 
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LETTEE XXXV. 

El Rancho de Vreto— Scenery— Trees— Volcanic Remains— Rancho dc Marquesado— 
Ffaturop of tbe Country— Solar Heat— Mineral Aspect— Villa de Ahim tlm 
Fopuiauon— 8cenezy— Pu^lo de CeAtAD— Aspect— La Villa de Ystian— I'upai* 
tiott'-^Coimtry— Prodactlont— Fions Simier— M«dateii«4 Bpoti— BandiodeflMl 
JosA de Oracto-Mlz«4 Bmda— Inflnoemeiits— d« BarnuiGa*— Desoffptkni 
thereof-Wild Soemij— P»daetioiHHl>weiUiits^T«ni^ 0tafl0 
Boad— HoteL 

Amoo Hio i — At eleven o'clock, A. M., we departed 
from el Raticho de Yreto, feeling ourselTes quite comforta* 

ble and awake for new and coming scenes. The countrv we 
were passing through, and had been, appeared much broken 
on the road, and in the distanoe, presenting nomerous spurs, 
contlnnons ftY)m the sloping Cordilleras. 

Scarcely any forests, shrubs, or bushes, arose on our 
vision to blend their verdure with life, or contrast it with 
decomposing scoria which line the monntain slopes in trapic 
forms. Volcanic remains still continued to bound the angle 
of vision, and their crumbling fragments serve for man to 
wend bis way o*er plains, o'er slopes and peaks,— --works of 
a mysterious convulsion. 

The next place of note worthy of mention in the line of 
my travel is el Ranch© de Marquesado, sixty-six miles from 
Topic, with a mixed population of three hundred, mostly 
Indian peones, who serve in the capacity of fillers of the 
soil, drawers of water, and hewers of wood, and also, of 
herdsmen. 
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- The sun became mucii hotter as his golden rays beamed on 
our doomed heads almost verticalljy and reliected his heat 
from die parched objects which we were passing, instead of 
absorbing it as they would have done had they been ver- 
dant. The geographi( al cuiistitution and features of the 
country appeared as usual ; and X should be under the im- 
pression in comparing this region with the numerous ranges 
of the Cordilleras in California, particularly in the extreme 
northern and southern, as well a.s middle mines, that un- 
known mineral wealth must exist here in boundless profu* 
sioD, and that it only wants a firmer hand, a stronger muscle, 
and a wiser policy, to here awaken and astound men in tii(* 
discoveries ot many a new £1 Dorado. 

Continuing our journey through similar regions, at one 
o'clocki P. i/L^ we hailed la Villa de Ahuacatlan, seventy- 
two ijiiles from Tepie, situated in a heauiilul, uudulatijig, 
yet fertile district, and laid out wjth some notions respect- 
ing the convenience and adaptation of a small tawn^ The 
populatimi is near fifteen hundred, and well mixed with our 
ancestors, father Noah's pro.^eriljtd laces, presenting even 
nicer divisions of shade ; and h^re for the tirst time on this 
road^ I noticed una fanda regulada^ ana ighiia, and several 
stores, 6 las tiendas ; tamhten vna plaza, shaded with beau- 
tiful rows of orange trees in biooni ; and where tiie^nioun- 
tain streams have fed| for many a setting sun, the artistic 
fountain, to which all come and take of the limpid water to 
slake their thirst, or to boil th(;ir potage ; thougli I presume 
nui ^uch ;is Jacob sold unto Jisau tor his birth-right. Who 

♦ 

knows but that by this act and at this time, arose in man 
the assumed right, the accursed precedent, tolerating primo- 
geniiujM' ? So tUr as I noticed the construction of the 
buiklings, those especially embracing the plaza, — they ap- 
peaxad to^ be one story high, and made of adobes or soft 
trnvnt bricks* and plastered inside and outside, having fiat 
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roofs with small parapets, and court-jards in the center ; 
some of which are ornamented with trees, tropical in their 
*lfiihnre and frntt — ^bearing ; and also, rills and ibantains. 

i should be indn(^r»d to think from iry own personal ubser- 
vattons that, out of the population of this Tillage, fourteen- 
fifteenths of the citizens were Indians or of mixed blood. 

Depart! n«i from la Villa de Ahna<!atlttn, we passed on 
overlli(j same nniqne and picture.nqne region, thoiif?h un- 
cultivated, as before, till oar iirrival at el Pueblo de Ckmtanf . 
seventy-six miles from Tepic. Here we received n relay 
of mule?, and soon passed on ; thon;^h 1 had. dii: iij ;i iiio- 
meniarjjr suspeu^^ion of our travel, embraced an oppori unity 
to learn the extent of the popnlatton, which amoonled to 
five hundred souls, formed hj sin^lar combinations and 
charaeteristics of eon-^nniuinitv. Here also, I beheld a 
beautiful crystal stream running through d Puphlo^ supply- 
ing the people with an abundance of water ibr irrigatioa. 

Pursuing our journey with slight chfln<]^es of scenery, oar 
coac*^ ^'^on reached la Villa de Y>tlan, eighty-one miles from 
Tepic ; having a population of two thooaand fonr hondred, 
and fully rleven-twelfths 9f whom I should set down aa 
inixed races arid Indians. Tliis town was eonceived in 
times predomiaatiug with regular notions ; the stieets cross* 
ing each other mostly at right angles, thoqgh narrow, but 
paved with cobble stones, and also, the side walks, tis it is the 
usual practice in Mexican towns. La plaza I saw nc ;ir the 
center ofibc villa<^e, ornamented witli i mming rills,a foun* 
tain, and fruit-bearing shade trees. Many' of the houses, 
6 laai easas about the square, presented a neat aspect to one 
passinnf throunfh ; beinir construet ?d in the usual Mexicaa 
style, and white-washed on both sid(^s. On f']*her side of 
la plaza, I saw a few stores, shops, and do$ Ftmdat pMi^ 
eaSj all of which betokened a considerable conHmiireei* I 
was informed that there were here several public schools. 
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ccmducted, though on the principles of all poblic instino- 
tiofi in the cocmtry where the youth are taught wore to 

imitate than penetrat*^. more to move the hand gracefully * 
from bejid to heart, and i'roni arm to arm, than the h^n^l into 
the trnthftil stadies of arts and sciences. As yet, 1 beheld 
much the 'sameness with referenc to the industrial produc- 
tions of the country, and the same broken as^pects flitted 
before my view, adding now and then, notwithstanding, 
novelty to what I had seen. In this Villa there is una 
if^lem'a^ where all, whether pure or spotted, ^ to confess 
their many sinful thuuglit.-* and mnraudinor at tious uuce a 
weeky a nionih; or year at fartbe&t in set time, and endea- 
vor* e^er aftenfrards to lire a pious and holy life. And 
while in chtrrch on bended knees, with one hand on ^e 
breast and the other extended toward heaven — witii eyea 
half doaed in divine imitation, and under divine inspirationi 
resting' on ^ holy father and a man of fashion in the same 
attitude of wor^Iiip. though with his delicate \vhite hand- 
kerchief half suspended iruni his pocket; a pioud sinner 
moflt doKterioasly rids this goodly man oi his superfluous 
appendage. 

Ilavia^^ .surveyed thi^ * ii\ to the extent of our abitiU', 
and exprejjsing a temporary regret that such fair spoUi 
inn #0 litde cared for by man, we continued our traveling 
otiBt bfokein ridges, spurs of the las Cordilleras, over plains, 
and across brooks, and through clumps of scrubU} forest 
Irees^ passing here and there moistened spot^^, which, in 
tkb pMsent conjuncture of the seasons, singled themselves 
out to eup vision^ with peculiar attraction. Here animals 
and birds^ eoliie to slake their feverish thirst, returning 
natnim tl^anks to an ail bountiful Provider, by a kind ex- 
preaSM in^the position of their heads and eyes, unlike the 
Indians at the altar, without stealing a hair or a feather, 
and ^af^erwnrdi nip fehe tender blades which are con^^tantly 
ihoiii of their coming growth. 
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Arriviug ne&r el Rancho do tSun Jos4 de Orada, we 
hftd but a few momeaU to make observatioiidy yet these 
were indulged in t6 the best advantage, as they were ex- 
tended to us by our kind eoaclunan. The buildinjjs we saw 
in a few moments wei ul a luiserabie consti'uctiuu, being 
no more than Indiaa huts made of most flimsy contextores, 
with a slight exception in the dwelling of the proprietor* 
The po})ulation of ihii rancho approximates eiehi liuiuh ed, 
who are mo&iiy mixed breeds aud Indians, aud pcrloorm the 
Iftbors required for the occupancy oi* their teoemeots. 

Est^ rancho is laid down on n v journal as being eighty- 
seven miles from Tepie. Il ia an old adacte tLuL *• Lima 
waits for no mau»" aud we found this invariably the case in 
Mexican stage traveling ; for the coachmen seemed ever 
to be as desirous of passing rapidly through, as expressmen 
in the State of Calilurnia wiien on missions ot the greatest 
magnitude. Therefor^ wc were lorceu «c . .\t^nd our vis- 
ional Bearch ove- .uis fair land met hurriedly, taUiig In «rt 
a glance tl* whole compass of the scenery ; hill and dale, 
mouH'' aud mountain, rising and departiug with a peculiar 
V ipression on the mind. Not having passed on fiar, we 
hailed another rancho called «/ Rancho del Ocote, ninety 
miles from Tepic ; from the note on my journal, there is a 
heterogeneous population of neai* one hundred human 
' beings, the mixed and Indian races prevailing. The culti- 
vation, the productions, the tone — public or private— of the 
comiiiunlij, , the conslitutiunal features of the soil, of the 
Streams and mountaim», combine but slight shades of dil^ 
ference in passing through this portion of the country, dkr^ 
mff to strangers at present few indncements to settle, except 
ill Lus I^uebios of the large commercial cuit s. While 
sojourning in this country, I discovered on close observation^ 
and conversing with men of intelligence, that the great and 
paramount causes of settlements not baviug been generally 
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made tfaroaghoat the country and kept np tn a protperone 
eonditioDy are redaced to two^ld ; first, large grants wtticli 

divide B, iarf^e tract of country amono: a few, and often these 
grantees are destitute of ererj principle smd virtue, iutei- 
hgOM mti t^apfmaikn^tf^ conscitating men i and seoondlji 
the want will and ooncentnitioD in the gfeneral ffowm^ 

ment to suppress the devastating erime ot i n'jbing lo$ ran- 
ckoft^las hadendcts, and to encourage the huabaadmeQi 
the meisiautics and the merchants, in their several and 
Taried |)iiftsn{tst promoting and giving place at the same time 

tij tlic coiuUiiied eiieel of the arts and Fur if the 

hmbanAneil Should plant the fertile fields from the pro* 
tecdonr ti/i settlements, yielding them an abundance, and 

^^a her in th^ir pioiui-ed harvests; — the very next day 
they utight b« lubbeU ot their hard earnings ere tUey had 
tasted a nnirsel of then* new &oven liread. 

Th^ next object we noticed in the line of our traveU and 
oik ihis old iliuiouglitiire, constructed by the Spaiiiiirds 
many years since, was the Plan de Bamtnem^ ninety-six 
flsfliesftom Tepic^of hard traveling over cra^y, jagged 
and mCAnntaihoQs slopes. El plan de BofrfmeasWpSsfieA 
the lirst aurface or the edg< of deep breaks or gulches fur- 
rowed oat by mountain floods. The perpendicular depth 
iit Ids 'B(t&a$M$ I should set down as near two thousand 
feet, beincT two miles down by thf w in linqr of the road, 
which in many places appeared to be on an angle of fortj- 
fite digriM with the horizon for a very short distance ; and 
the greater part of it' would seem from close observation 
on an anorle of tliii ty degrees, windins" mnrh at that. As 
1 before remarked, it was constructed when Oil Spain bnro 
her lite rdd over this fertile region of Anahuac. It is 
pttvM frtiAtt the top to the bottom, with a few exceptions, 
hy round <'obble sLoiies, and on the side of thf? i o;id lead- 
ing o^* to the precipitous abyss below, there is a substan- 
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tial wall of stones laid in moi'tar and about three feet high, 
which t?erves as an apparent barrier against threatening 
danger in making a careless or hurried descent. In many 
places it was necessary to blast the granite rocks and touch 
the projective points of basalt and trap, in order to clear 
the passage for the road, in which case it required no cob- 
ble stones for paving. As I have already observed, this 
road wound much, even to be at all practicable for staging 
or wagoning ; notwithstanding, our experienced coachman 
let the mules, ten in number, go at a lively rate most of the 
way down hs barrancas, which to me seemed to demand 
much dexterity in handling the reins and turning sharp 
angles made by excavations for the road. Volcanic 
rocks, scrubby oaks, and various stinted growths, altern- 
ately presented their shaggy aspects to my sight, while 
descending, either in front, to the right or the left. This 
chasm had the appearance of extending up and down on 
either side of the road, and that too to some distance; 
though meanderingly. 

^ Jn the formation of the granite and basalt en las harran* 
cas^ I noticed layers of shale frequently intervening, wliich 
impressed in my mind an uniqueness as to their physiog- 
nomy, so far as 1 could judge from passing through and 
casting a momentary glance upon the objects before, and 
on either side. The bottom of las batrancas is near three 
miles wide by the way of the road, and is considerably 
cultivated in tropical fruits and productions, commonly 
grown in this part; such as the banana, plantain, pine 
apple, the diflferent species of custard apple, oranges, limes, 
citrons, sugar, cane, coffee trees and cocoanut trees, the lat- 
ter of which aie much grown in Mexico, especially along 
the sea coast, and of which as well as several other produc- 
tions, it will suit my convenience and taste to mention more 
at large when I shall have airived at Colima in the nai*- 
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rative of my travels and observations through uuich of 
the western slope of the Meiucan * Cordillera. 

There is a small stream running through this alluvial 

bottom, serving the peones or laborers lim pui'pose of irriga- 
gation and other required ohjects ui^uaiiy embraced in a 
small settlement. The water is clear, cool^ and I should 
think healthful ; notwithstanding the rank growth of vege- 
tation on the margin of tiiis brook. It was dark, or star- 
light when we arrived at the base of the gulch on the oppo- 
site side ; having passed the small settlement known as el 
plan de Barrancas^ sobre el camino de Tepic. The popu- 
lation here approaches four iiuudred, and i» luucii liiixed ; 
though the Aztec features prevaiL Here I saw few of the 
domestic animals adapted to the common wants of man, 
except liog? and goats : fruits and sweet potatoes furnisliing 
the staBf of lil'e ; and a iittie tratHc in bananas and. otiu^r 
£ruita packed on burros^ simply furnishing estos peanes with 
colored cotton domestics and calico, and blankets fon dothr 
ing a!i<l bedding. Here also, 1 saw a lew adubu iiuuses, 
and also soft burnt bricks and granite used for building 
materials^ which I confess in this strange abyss^thfiugfairDOt 
that of Floto, indicated a domestic neattfess far from keing 
6jq>ected. Toe iiuia and the better dwellings appeared, in 
passing, but one storj high ; and the latter white-washed 
oo both sides. The cocoa palm, the banana and orange 
were the chief ornameuts which surrounded many of these 
hahitationj». 

, .Har«y even here, two thousand feet in the. bowels of the 
earlht I saw a place of Divine service, a church' erected. 

whereat to mould the colored man, the red man of the forests 
for whom christian people, and most christian goveruments 
have entertained so much sympathy, and have even 
expressed it to the end of occupancy and partitions of the 

hunting and fiihiug man's gi uuuds and pouds, and rivers, 
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among a new race. Where would not these sainted fath- 
en, these holy men, go to propagate their trinitariaii creeds 
and Jesuiticul dogmas ? Tb another planet, were the eleo* 
trie wire once straightened on the way I 

On thb opposite side de estas barrancas^ there are two 
huts belonging to the stage company, where they keep their 
relays. At this point the road from Tepic terminates, 
and the same stage in which we rode till our arrival, will 
return the next day, leaving this station at one o'clock 
A.M, 

The ascent on the easterly slope is quite steep and rug- 
ged, being remarkably difficult for mules to ascend with 
men, or even any persons mounted on them. It is a wind- 
ing trail, 4>aved most of the way with cobble stones, which 
prevent the tropical rains from washing, so as to make it 
impassable. It took a full hour to make the summit, after 
dark, and the family of Se£U>r Augibnrg became rather 
wearied, especially the smaller membere of it. 

La Fonda de Frances on the summit, is a hotel kept by 
a Frenchman ; having been in the country some time, he 
has located here to serre himself better, though the oat- 
ward object to serve the public when arriving either from 
Tepic or Guadalajara ; this being hall way, or the half 
way house. ^ 

Feeling that you may desire a relaxation ftom the pera-* 
sal of these letters hs I do from writing for a few hours, I 
will consider a good night's repose and untrarameled 
thbught of infinite advantage to us both ; beginning with 
the moniing anew my journey and my toil. 

Adios, 

Senor, 

.AaBidOLA. 

CmCINNATDS. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Farther Deacriptlon— Dinner-Sleep— Departure— Sccncn-— Exchange of Coach- 
man—Hacienda de Mochitillte— Country Aspect— Ilacicnda de San Toma*— 
Danger of an Attack by Ladrones— Hacienda dc Quemada -Population -La Villa 
do Magdalena — Population — Residences -Plaza— Lake Magdalena— Sunrise— 
Pursuita— Schools— Scenery of Mountain Landscape— Tequila— Its Population— 
Ppanlah Policy -La Plaza— Breakfast— Stroll— Mexican Feelings towards Amer- 
icana-Beauty of this Towu> Schoola—CharchM—Storw— Maguey, or, Agav« 
Americana. 

• .y ,'K<4h )4 i* I,..- . ' 

Amigo Mio : — Esta Fonda^ or this hotel, is situated 
rather on a plainj compared with much of the country 
we had recently passed through. All of us being much 
fatigued on our arrival at eight o'clock P. M. and after 
washing our hands and faces thoroughly, several of us 
being so much wearied, betook ourselves to a low couch foij 
a few moments ; — awaiting the welcome sound of the din- 
ner and supper belL - . . 

It came as one euphonious sound, resounding through 
the hall and thick walls, and elicited even now a momentary 
smile ; though we all felt too ill-humored and exhausted for 
want of rest, to be really agreeable to ourselves. The table 
was not sumptuously supplied, nor with such as might have 
been purchase^ for its use at el plan de Barravcas ; yet 
there was enough to satisfy hunger, and as much as we 
could reasonably expect a French hotel on the western 
slope of thfe Cordillera to be supplied or burthened with. 

In the order of our repast, first came la supcL, which was 
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quite WArm and palatable, but jusi so mucky no mmi then 
came on, pell-mell, roasted beef, saiad, bread, eggs, toRillRS» 

frijole^<, y catmi del buey con chile cohrado^ elaret and oof- 
fee ; nuuvithstanding tliese jtiauy dislies, there seemed to 
be wautiug tltat uni[)le iullut2&6 to complete a good dinner, 
which is BO eaiulj obtained at anj good hotel throc^g^nl 
the valley of the Mississippi. 

It is not so iimcli kn waul i^t iiiulcriaics raiccJ ia tiie €uun- 
try to be cooked, as it is a knowledge and disposition in thia 
class of hotels to present every dish neatly, and in an invi- 
ting and cordial manner. And in this view, liow few thare' 
are, who, keephig public entertaiiuiients ou highways, or in 
towns or cities, endeavor to thoroughly study their avocf^ 
tions in idl their peculiar departments, meeting in a reason- 
able tfkftnner the exigencies -of ihe trmtdCng wiU. And 
eon^eqiientlv, their many biUikrupLcies and entire faiiiire^ 
^^l^^naturaiiy eiu^ue, involving themselves and others in 
/^^Soflfe^y^. pojrerty and misery, from the want of ska^r 

Diiiiicr being over at iiiiie o'clock, P. M., we severally 
^Ipl^edloour hed-cUamber:» where w e had hoped to rest 
» fev il^ ; ai«i U was • few boon, for one o'dockm the 
morning we had understood to be the appointed hour of 
departiiiii on to Guadalajara. 1 uiu-i aui oaui lo coniess 
thaty'^n this occasion, though on a hard bed tor the primi- 
tive and golden days ef California, in the record of Amer^ 
ican liistory, sleep^ — uoi downy sleep — came and went 
quickly ; its the transit of three and a-half hours had not 
seemed to have begun, when a loud call awakened us from 
our midnight elumbers to be up and ready. , 

Having arisen and washed ouiijclves, nut dci^ing lo 
use the toilette stand, but to comb our lengthened locks ;^ 
we all repaired to the dining saloon to take a luncheon and 
a cup of coffee, or chocolate, b^bre departing. Oor party 
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ounaiflted of Senor Augaborgb himsek*, wife, three c.hildren> 
two nude and two female eenrantSy with a Mexican gen- 

tlemaa and myself. From the appearance about this hotel, 
auii what we cuuid see on depaniugj I -hnuld iaier that 
littie atteiUiofi is paid to aaj thing eke thau hotel eaUiogs ; 
though ia a eom|ftaiative paiadiBe for the cultiYadon of va- 
nous productions, indigenous to this favored country. La 
Fonda looked rather capacioua, and po-seijijed ot several 
apartaneatBy not anraoged so much for the oonvenieiice of 
the trntelfir, ae that of the landlord ; it ia one stoiy high, 
and hae a parHe^ about fifteen feet wide on either side 
with archer and aiclii\ oit^. and hIoo eikUiblanu es, as usual 
liar the better eiase of dyirellings in Western Mezicou It ia 
eooalneted cf aoA-honit bfidcs; and after having been 
plastciv^l on both sides by a species of hydraulic cement, 
it is white-washed^ which gives this travelers* m.insion a 
qiiiet.iie8tae8%— yet not a ^ manBion in the skies." Haying 
made all the obeerrationB eeneiBtent with so short a delay, 

and bcini: jill ivjidy lor <leparture — our ti'unks havinsf been 
secured on the stage boot behind the box, ia the u^ual 
M^™f^ Njyle, as secority against ladrmu — ^we set oat fj^ 
the hour designated, at full speed, yet the road boNg fuU 

of guU'lK's and spiral ridircs coniiriLr uowii Irom the .-fum- 
npatr^Qge of las Cordilleras, the .coachmao had tu slacken 
or Inmaae the s|»eedof the mule% according to thecharao* 
tev «C Aie region of country we were passing over. 

^V-^ J d'h^t rM d, we liad t xclianijed our coachman, or el 
CQc/iero da nuaulros, and got another who appeared to well 
iWuleiRtaad his. business, and the dangers ok' the road* So 
fiir as ICesdcan eoachmen have, on the public roads, come 

uudrr lay iii)iice while travrlliiLT in tlris Republic, my ron- 
viction would lead me to judge them iiighly meritorious, * 
and as beiog remarkably, attentive to the tiill performance 
of their sovenl doties* Passiqg on leisurely over eleva- 
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tioiis of TBJther small magmtadC) we sooo eame to^ la HflBi« 
enda de Mochitlllley one hundred and siz miles fran Tepie, 

cumDiandinff a beautifbl aspect, which I found well watered 
and iidapied lo a bouiUifuI supply of necessaries oi man. 
It pMeaees a popnlatioii of aearseTea lb»«lreile<»ll|iiii^ 
teen4weiitietJi8 of whom 9^ leasts flow itm ilie ttkwi' 

breeds, and perform iLc labors required at esta Hacienda. 
With a new relajr o£ mules six in number, and a jiauae ot 
a few moments, we coBtinaed our coumc eavcfoUy^'MMii^ 
uring our pace and being on the lookont ^ a ba^i^^fo'' 

drones infestin? this region uf country, and exjicciiiig irum 
them an attack ni wny moment. We quieldy escaped froiar 
these anticipated dangers, reaching la Haeienda'de^fiftii' 
Thomas, one hundred and fourteen mi1e» frow IVf^Sek'TIW' 
population at this place nuiubered about two liuiidred,and 
that consisted mostly of Indians, who aeeined^live'iflrpbof* 
mifl^fn^le huts, apd barely produced' fnrits-aad^TCBOtMMr' 
enough to yield themselves a livelihood. . 

Having aojuftted a new relays for relays are necessary^ 
fttequebl^thfough gulcheb and over mountainsj we^wteH W| 
deepj and fanned, pasdng chedrered seeBCffy; dwp^ 
vines and mountain peaks, yet not dai in^ to sleep for fef^r 
c^' an immediate attack. Even when no attack should be 
designed^ one^s suspicion beconses se m^idi^ecieita ff 'MS ^ 
hearuig'the many flying reports, 6wH^k»mwdfkmMilmmti^,'^ 
that he feels his own personal safety devolve on Lis alort- 
i>ess and totT/ in seit'-defenoes» Continuing <Ntr^^fllar-li^ 
ttayeliiigi asl have ji»t iAm&tw^ ohrmk^at^^^ 
diverted^ from- the road-in ezti^Bding tli^ acuteness of our 
vision ; lor objects many times appeared rather loo indis- 
tinet, to conceive in the bound of r^isotaabie lhot(|^^ jMH 
' aad eorre(?i noiaons of their fbrmadon. 
' Not having^ traveled far, our attention was arrested by 
arriving^ at ia Hacienda de. Quemada, distant one hundred 
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and six miies from Tepic. The population here is incon- 
siderable, amoDotiiig to one himdred^aDd at kast nine^enths 
o£ these ase Iiidians ; though I must oonfeas thai I did not 

notice much their plirenological developments, nor the 
texture of their skins; but I soon became i'uUy convinced 
from the adaliilation of the sUveiy gems above, that they 
had aoi fully erased, by washing themselves, their dusky 

hues, which cast a glossy reflecLiou as tlie })osition of their 
bodies tunked to light, 

' Hftving breathed a moment and cast our eyes to Heaven 
for « litUe more light (not canister*^ as in the battle of 

Vtsta JBuma) we sallied on, seemingly indifferent as to the 
fiun unuuing dangt-rs. Near seven u ciocR in the morning, 
we had- arrived at la VUia de Magdaleua, one hundred and 
twenty miles 0rom Topic, with a population of twenty-five 
hundred souls. The complexion of the Mexicans at this 
town appealed as usual, luid 1 should set down fully elevcn- 
tweUths as possessed of a du^ky or brownish mixture. £sta 
viUa is situated on a beautiful plain surrounded by lofty 
summii-. rl- ;n i:i<r the flo niug clouds. It is regularly laid 
out, and near the center there is aii area ui live acres, ap- 
propriated eamo Plaza PMica^ surrounded by public and 
privale buildings ; consisting of a church built in modem 
Gothic style, a school-house, nml nu HL-iiiution of learning 
for jjjoth sexes, a Hall of Audience, Flaza de Armas, and 
also of stores, and una Fonda^ eon ca$as privadas. Private 
resideaces and the public square, I noticed to be ornamen* 
ted with r?inii!iig rills, fuunlains, and muiuuver with tropical 
ikuiL-bcaiiiig trees, comnnngiing their ricli fragrance, to be 
waited by the mountain breeze, like the far-famed aroma 
on the desert shore of Arabia, which makes the Arab 
sigh, and impatient ibr his home — the balmy laiid oi Ins 

The same order of architecture, and the same manner of 
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irrigatiBg th« town, and oi paving the streets and side-walks^ 
are obaeired Id esta viUat as I have heretofore mentloiied 
with i*efereiice to pueblos and yillas of a similar ma^tnde. 

Within a short distance from t)ii^ town in n imrth-east 
direction, there n lake oi ilie same name, ellut/o deMag- 
dalemu It is the first lake bearing with it this s^pufication 
in appearance, which I have noticed in the coarse of my 
recent travels on the Western Slope ; and thonirh conipai -- 
atively sxxiall and unadapied to the furtherance ot inland 
commerce, yet nearlj on a leyel with much of the snrfiioe 
of the surrounding country adjacent to this viUa, and en- 
compassed at no erreat distance, by elevations of different 
magnitudes, with oluping declivities peculiar to Tolcaiiic 
eonvnlsions ; I could not but admire this pleasing contrast 
with mj past observations, as the risin|^ sun reflected his 
golden ravs over this lake of crvstnl w;u< r. This was on 
an April morning, and tlie sun enlivened all surrounding 
objects; the aromatic breeze arose from the mountain 
peaks, and coming down, and accom)>anying us whither- 
goevcr we might c'o ; we f<^lt cheered, iiul so much by 
the sallies of youth, as by the happy spot which we were 
then humoring ourselves to note. 

The pursuits, in this villa, are various, combining thai of 
teniendo fondas, with Luiamercial, agricuUunil, horti( iiltin al 
and grazing. These are somewhat advanced, though oa 
a small scale, and the productions are much the same as 
those heretofore mentioned, growing in this most prolific 
and congenial climate. 

With reference to the schools, I understood tbattl ame 
systom of tuition prevailed here, as in other places having 
come under my notice ; the youth being taught more the 
notions oi nK-tion and gracetul evolution, characteristic of 
the faith, than those of the arts and sciences, which radiate 
their benign influence upon the body politic, siDg^iBg them* 
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selves out as guides of domestic and publie happiness and 
prosperity, promoters of the public peace, and bulwarks in 
socnrinsr and maintaining the safety of the State. 

Hav ing remained at this villa no lunger than io inkv a 
peep at its site, and its general characteristics, and to be 
. anpplied with a new relay of mules, we were soon ready to 
proceed* It had now become quite warm, as the sun was 
fast approacliiiig his meridian height, tiiougli forward we 
rolled on over the Uontf pavements, thundering like distant 
artillery, and soon by rapid pace, we skirted the south side 
of the lake, riding along with a b(\autiful plain in front, nn 
the right and behind us ; yet ai a ilistanee, our admiration 
waamnch more excited in beholding the picturesque scenery 
of mountain landscapes, in all the varied forms of conic or 
transverse contours, which volcanic heat can luuuld. 

In the distance ol eighteen miles, no characteristic differ- 
ence in the general constitutional features of the country 
eonld be noticed, although I do not desire to be understood 
that it is a complete monotony, nor tiiat tlic lake, nor this 
particular valley a( companied us ; but thai changes, pecu* 
Bar to a naturally convulsed country, were constantly 
arising to our view. 

Effecting one relay in this intervening space, at ten 
o'clock, A. M., we arrived at ia V^illn do Tequila, one 
hundred and thirty-eight miles from Topic ; being a city 
of considerable size, as the population is estimated to be 
over five thou-anU, citizens of various shades ini luded. So 
fiir as I could conceive in my mind the characteristics of 
this villa, it occurred to me that the streets crossed each 
other at right angles, and that the streets and side-walks 
w f re remarkably narrow, as common in Spanish and 
M ^v^^w * countries, which policy,- being too manifest to be 
contested, rather indicates, notwithstanding Spain had, in 
the days of her brightec^t prosperity, scarcely any setting 
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fan, that she possessed then, as now, a oonstitatioiial jeal- 

ousness and suspicion, natural principles of her gOTemment; 
those policy mid of domestic regulations, too niggardly, too 
parsimonious to be long prospered. Instances with refer* 
ence to these points rise in endless succession, as one 
explores the boundless scope of her once almost tmlimited 

possejjhions. 

The lands where her new and proud cities were erected 
had not been the happy recipients of the contending parties 
in the concessions of mutual rights ; one receiving land, and 
the other party, an equivalent; but the one came to an 
unknown land, with sword and cross in hand, guardian 
angels, emblems of mercy, love and peace, demanding an 
unconditional surrender of all their natural rights, and the 
erection of their cross, the sacred symbol of their faith, over 
the most holy and ancestral rites wiiich bound these poor 
Indians to their God ! From this consideration of Spain, 
one would naturally come to the conclusion that she might 
have granted a sufficiency of land to her rioijig cities, to 
have admitted of spacious streets, inyaluable acquirements 
' to the promotion of health within the tropics. 

La Plaza, or the public square, is laid out neatly, and 
omamt iited with Fomc degree of taste and convenience, 
having respect to the increase of pleasure in social prom- 
enading. It is watered by the turning of a small stream 
through the city, which I now remember ran most beauti- 
fully in tlic piazza over a pebbly bottom of various hues, 
near la Fonda de Tequila^ where we had put up for 
breakfast 

Our breakfast this morning, as usual in traveling or 
otherwise, came on at ten o'clock, and consisted of nearly 
the same varieties as our dinners had the preceding night 
at el Plan de Barrancas,* with the addition of good chocolate 
and milk, and of an abundance of all the other substantial 
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noiirislimeDts grown in this conntiy, all being well eooked 
and most oordiallj served. This over, I walked about uta 

cam a few moments, and noticed that mine host and Iiostess 
were Mexicans, almost white, good natured aad courteous 
to travelers. 

There may be an implacable hatred harbored in the 

bosoms of the Mexican people towards Americans, and this 
may rise and fall lils:e the pendulum to a clock or the 
of the sea ; there maj be the ranklings of the war, prob- 
ing their hearts and cankering their reasons ; there may be 
corrupt and out-lawed Americans treading their generous 
and forbearing soil ; and there may be foreign and intestine 
enemies to the Americans, moving their dormant spirits to 
action against the apparent policy of the United States ; 
notwithstanding these circumstances and considerations, so 
natural to a mercurial people, it would have been extremely 
difficult for me, in most cases, to have discovered any ten- 
able grounds, whereby I might personally utter any com* 
plaint against these people, either nationally or privately, 
as infringing upon the conceded rights guaranteed by the 
treaty stipulations existing between the two Bepublics. 

Having rested myself on a lounge awhile, I walked out 
into the Plaza publican where I saw a murmuring rill, and 
a crystal fountain, jetting up its silver drops into the air, 
and then receding like mist from the clouds. ^ There I 
beheld a permanent resei^oir encircling this fountain, con- 
structed of stones and cement, with a circular basement 
around it, and with octangular promenades laid in flag- 
stones, leading off divergingly and uniting with the main 
promenade, which embraces the area of the whole square* 

Orange trees are set around the plaza, and along the 
promenades, about twenty feet apart, which I was informed 
Were in perpetual verdure, blooming and bearing the whole 
year. This is not Eden of yore, but then, I thought an 
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Eden might be made of it under the indulgent and foster- 
ing care of the arts and sciences. 

In this town there are several schools or institutions of 
learning, and while here, I understood that they wei'e gen- 
erally attended by a few hlondish, yet mostly dusky tints ; 
indicating strange tastes in the g«^rminal and couceptive 
apprehensions^ without awakening the jtidgmmU as to ecu- 
sequences. Here I also saw a church and otlier public 
buildings, suc]i as ihe Ilall of Audience, and la plaza de 
armas, situated Ironting the public square. Here too, fi*ont- 
iikgla plaza ptMicUy I noticed many stores possessing ticnv 
eign and domestic merchandise, shops of varioufl kinds 
peculiar to tlic avocations and demands of this region and 
private residences with piazzas in the center, and these 
generallj ornamented by the tropical growths of the oonn^ 
try, and playful fountains. The streets and side walks are 
paved with cobble and flag-stones in the usual manner, 
with reference to the notion of drainage. 

Here I saw not, nor heard of any place of public amuse* 
ment, nor of a public library, nor gallery of paintings, nor 
of sculpture, except de un ccreamUnto pura ias battalias de 
toros, or a place for bull-fighting. 

The productions, in every respect^ appeared th6 same 
throughout this region, with the exception of the cuhiVa- 
tion of the ^Maguey or Agave Americana. This kind of 
agriculture abounds near this villa and region, afanbst io 
the exclusion of other productions, profitable m tbenuN^Wieft, 
and of as much benefit to the promotion of man's happi* 
ness and prosperity. 

loi my next, amigo mio, I will give you a description of 
this plant, and its utility to man in by-gone days, lis weQ iui 
at present. 

Adios, - * 

Senor, 

Cjkcinnatus* 
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LETTER XXXVII. ' 
• 

Poicrtptlon ofBl Maga«j «t Ttqnfia-^Kiiowii to tlM Aiteea'>Iti Vmi and A6iptft> 

tions among the Aztecs and Mexicans— Departure firom Tequila— Pueblo de 
Amatltlan - Population -Coniitry Bceneiy-- Guard of tbir^ SoUUefs>-7e«n of 
Ladronea— Hacienda de Haastla. * 

Amzoo.Mio: — El Maguey or Agare AjnericaDa ia a 
plant recognized to have been well known, and its peealiar 

properties thoroughly understood nnd appreciated by the 
Azteo raoe^ who had swept over the laip plains of AuahuaC| 
years prior to ihe coming of the Spaniards* Their appli* 
cation of it in their domestic requirements, as well as those 
of State, I shall fully allude to hereafter. This plant is 
indigenous to the country and grows wild in ahnost every 
portion of it, being remarkably hardy and capable of enduiv 
ing most incredible and inooneeivable draughts. Its growth 
is slow, or accekralcd iii propuition to the fertility or 
humidity of the soil ; though of the two, a tolerably arid 
soil is the better. Its^ leaves are- from four to ei^t feet 
long^ nearly a foot wide, and from one half to an inch and 
a half thick in the center, possessing a deep green color, 
and full of prickles <Hr thorns on the edges and terminus^ 
and in form, rather lanceolate. Its st^ not unfreqoently 
rises to the height ut twenty feet; and it is my present 
impression that X have seen the stem of this plant m it# 
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flowering season, extend op to the height of forty feet in 
this region of oonntiy, or rather on the western slope of 
the Cordillera, as well as elsewhere. 

While at Tequila, I heard this plant not inaptly termed 
the vine of Mezioo ; aftd one would very naturally come 
to that -conclusion, having a thorongh knowledge of its 
peculiar properties. Where the soil is good and the culti- 
vation of it has been attentively pursued, it is ripe in five 
years from planting ; hut in case the soil not heing gener- 
ous to promote its growth, then it takes from eight to ten 
years. The manner of its propagation is by the means of 
siip8, just having sprung from the mother-plant near the 
surface of the ground; these ivre set about four feet aparty 
• although I saw them set somewhat fuither. From this time 
on till maturity, the chief object would appear to be, to 
keep this plantation free of weeds ; and in this country it 
is done by the Indians, using hoes, similar to those used by 
the negros in the southern portion of the United States. 

Owing to the uncertainty in the length of time requisite 
for this plant to mature, the period of its flowering is quite 
uncertain, yet this is the moment of its &8t coming into 
utility; and consequently, the exact time is attentively 
watched, when the stem of the flower be^nns to shoot up. 
The top is then cut off, so as to leave an impression or con- 
t»vity for the reception of the juice, which is constantly 
flowing for the space of several months. In the depres- 
sion of this incision, the arteries deposit the rising juice» 
which would have naturally flown to expand the blossoms. 
The bundle of central leaves having been cut away, the 
wound is gradually enlarged as the occasion may require, 
and covered with green foliage, which is drawn close, and 
tied at the top. 

A single plant, well matured and grown in a ^ich soil, is 
^frequently continued to flow from three to Ave months, pro* 
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dncing each day from twelve to fifteen pints, or eaartilloB, 
which wonld be on an average, from six to seven quarts per 

tlay, worth at lon'^t twentv-five rents a gallon atlas Hacien- 
das. The juice or honey issuing troiu this wound, is of a tiack 
consiateneyi and its taste is agreeable, not unlike that of a 
aobaieid:. Its fermentation is easily effected from the amount 
of sugary or mueilHginous substance, almiulant in its 
constituent properties ; and when impatient to have it im- , 
mediately fermented, it is accomplished by simply adding 
a little |ni]que, and in three or four days its taste resembles 
that ot new eider, tliougli emitting a disagreeable odor, like 
that of putrid meat. This is owing to the rich vegetable 
matter in the juice, which has not wholly decomposed and 
worked otV by ii'nncntation. Like most of the other fer- 
mented juices in a partially crude state, I discovered that 
the drinking of it was a habit, and that, too, very soon ac- 
quired, and also that an inveterate dislike for its use might 
be soon overcome bv partaking of it In its freshest state. 
Kuropeans jand Americans seldom relish it at first, but re- 
maining a few years in the region of its growth and partak- 
ing of it as a beverage frequently, they become as fond of 
it as th*' I\r<'x leans themselves. 

JJy distillation, a very intoxicating drink can be made of 
it, which in some parts of the Republic where the plant is 
much eoMvated, has been pursued with great diligence and 
pruiit. The ftlcobol aiul bi au<Iy made of it, have been rep- 
resented to me as being equal, in point of spirituous prop- 
ertied to those liquors made of grain and vegetables better 
known to ns. Without this process of distillation, it sel- 
dom iiiioxicates. luiving nol, in what an ordinary man would 
drink, enough of those baneful properties to produce any 
injnrioiui effects ; but on the contrary, it is considered by 
physicians and those well acquainted with its medicinal 
characteristics, as nutritive, cooling, invigorating and titoia-, 
achio. 
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l iif^ stem of tliis plant, which bears the Itlosioms, rises 
ixom the center of the leaves, aad tlxQ bif^pj^s issue fr(M||i 
^very eid^ und in such a manlier 119 tp fornix a j^ft^^ltf NPr 
amid, composed of greenish-yellow flowers, wkiek>«taB4 

erect and are seen in thick clusters at every poiiiU ^\'heii 



f 




1 





and splendid; and in this most £|TOffsbk ffli^^ 1(9 
cold winds nor frosta prevail, blossoms succeed bloasonu^fbr 
several months without interruption, htciighlening its expres- 
sive beauty by its spiral stam, which stutote up B^^if}^^^ 
plumb-line of a master workuMUL . The anci^.. '^MlM 
well understood the nature of this plant, and its varied uses 
as applied by diiferent nationarT-barbaruu^y^ ci^U^a^ 
lightened, in mor^ modem time^ ]a tl)fir cm^va^ WHNSA 
of emigratiouy amalgamation and. coQStant eoMidoik icitl^ 
heterogeneous tribes, li;^Iit \\ as ushered in upuii {h<-ir dim 
past; particuiiU'ly so by loiiovvittg the topi^tcpS i^t^ 
cient Toltecsy who had but just pf^ssed a,way> (^vii^-tbt 

■ 

crumbling monuments of the arts aiid scienced in their walra, 

which our PrescuLi has deciphered iruui lue sacred scrolls 
of antiquity, embalmed by afew holy fathers of th^QHi^ 
at the time of the conquest, and recorded opoA UaJ|)M>99^ 
page as an heritage to coming years* The outside Imk of 
the Aztec Maguey, after having been carefully peeled off, 
was macerated, and then a softening and bleaehing proqfsui 
was continued with it till the fihres retn^^redtifM^ 
which adapted them for immediate use, or that of-manufac* 
turing. It ^vas applied for clotinug and various other pur- 
poses and requirements in domestic life ; and fiii:th||%.t^ 
hieroglyphical figures of the Aztecs were pauM«4on papef 
made of these fibres thus macerated and softened, and aiter- 
wards disposed in layers. The pricklep or thorny gj^f^^^jj^j 

alluded to, on the edges of the leaves, 9<9i^edrti^t|^M|pi| 

people inth pins, needles and nails ; ai^ th^ pri/lili|»4^parqi 
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out their piety and religion in swaying the masses of the 
ignorant and unreflective, and impressing their sacred im- 
portance, pierced their arras and breasts with those thorns, 
performing their penitent acts of expiation in this cruel 
manner, as if pleasing to an All-wise Providence. The 
Aztecs too, understood the season of its inflorescence, and 
watched its coming on with anxious care, and when the 
time had drawn nigh they obeyed the same laws which 
govern the Mexicans at this time in the process of its use 
by tapping it, though they did but make its juice into pulque, 
which they drank as an exhilerating beverage on festive 
occasions, yet seldom to intoxication. And out of the root 
of this plant, they formed most palatable dishes, even, so 
said, for fastidious epicures, which were reputed to be highly 
farinaceous as well as very nutritious. 

El Maguey, or Agave Americana of Mexico, is consid- 
ered one of the most valuable of the extensive tribe of 
aloes, now so well known for their medicinal properties and 
useful purposes in each division of the globe. There is 
one kind called Pita, which is mentioned as possessing re- 
markably delicate fibres, out of w^iich fine thread and cloth 
are said to have been manufactured by the Aztecs, The 
paper made of the macerated, softened and bleached Mag- 
uey, is represented as having been remarkably pliable and 
far more beautiful than the papyrus of the Egyptians, or 
the parchment of more modern times. The Aztec Maguey, 
like the Egyptian papyrus, or the European parchment, 
afforded them a very material scroll to inscribe their history, 
their arts and sciences upon, in the form of emblematical 
characteristics. It was moreover, well disposed to retain 
the impression of various brilliant colors dyed or stamped 
on it by the Aztec artists, and to set them out in basso re- 
lievo. The leaves of this most valuable plant were then 
as now, used for thatching the roofs of buildings where 
wood is scarce or inaccessible. * 
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In the fair and beautiful valleys, on the rolling plains 
and sloping declivities of the mountains, throughout ancient 
Anahuac and modem Mexico, this plant was at the service 
of the husbandman for not only the varied purposes which 
I have mentioned, but it served as a hedge when set in 
rows to enclose the planted field ; as. beams for the roofs of 
the Aztec buildings, its trunks were applied ; and its juices 
to that of making sugar and vinegar. 

The fibres of this plant are now used in Mexico in the 
same manner as hemp in the United States for manufac- 
turing rope, cordage and bagging ; the bags made out of 
them for packing and other objects, are generally worth 
from fifteen to thirty dollars per hundred, and in good de- 
mand — though depending on their quality and size. From 
ray own observation with reference to the staple of these 
macerated fibres of el Maguey, I should apprehend that 
the texture of the ropes and bags would not endure what 
the manufactured hemp might in the United States ; for 
this staple does not seem to possess in its nature, those strong 
and tenacious qualities so well known in the other ; notwith- 
standing, these fibres thus manufactured subserve the ends 
of inland commerce in thousands of different ways, and all 
useful. Considering the manifold applications of this ex- 
tensive tribe of aloes, and particularly the one known as 
la Agave Americana, to the wants of man in all stages of 
human progression, especially within the tropics, we can 
notice but few plants known and recorded on the pages of 
history, encompassing within their folds so many useful and 
needful properties. • ' 

Therefore, in the contemplation of this plant, so well 
known in hot climates, we become more excited to study the 
book of nature ; to discover new arrangements and combi- 
nations in the structure, qualities and in the properties of 
the vegetable kingdom, of which we can form no' adequate 
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feel more keenly oor dependence on an AH- Wise and Di- 
recdjQg ^and to lead us up that rugged bill of Katural 
Soiepea. The t^egw^i^^niuilias made ui t^^ 
of ilieiBe .filiw^ M Aa pruDidye ages and developments of 
tli*- past, as well as in the more refined age of human ad- 
TattJ^menjtyi^¥^,beea42i^iufoldajQd well adapted to promote 
luili, jn ,fttlj&. iioqoirem^ hia wants. In tluB view^tlie 
Negroes i>£ the w^estem eoast of Africa have made ropeg 
aiid woven nets of the fihrous parts of the leaves ; while the 
H0tj^€ji>tQta h n w hoiiuwed c^ut the stems of one of the kinds 
into qi4v/H)B £[>r their , arrows; while the inhabitanta of 
jamaica have supplied themselvea with fi^ng lines, bow 
strings, vvuvcu isiuckiiiga aiid iiauunocks out of- the liiauas 
pfirtfi ; while eastern countries have used their juices in em- 
balyniyigy ia p??die«' to preserve dead bodies from putrefaction ; 
while the resinons parts of this juice have been adopted in 
hot climates to preserve ships' bottoms against the aaacks 
of maf*lne wornis; while iu the Kast Indies its juices have 
l^ef^ Bfi]p^^ as ;l varnish to preserve woo4 and skins from 
iim attadks of deatmctive insects, and even living animals 
have been smcaicd with tiiem ior the same purpose ; while 
ifffi yi^fjftintnedang, hay.e eoo§ecrated|^ especially in Egypt, 
4^ ^ ^ symbolic plants by dedicating it to the 

cflices of religion, and b}' the pilgrims, in their return from 
i^j^^Qj suspendnig ii over their di>ors, to show that they had 
p^jp^fip^,(hp|» hply journey ; and while its propertiea in 
ine^l^to^-havfi long been known aad established, and also, 

in the arts, as the leaves of the Socotrinc aloe have been 
particularly distiiiguished for alibrding a beautiful violet 
e$^|-^ wiUiout the ^d of a mordant to ^ it ; in ancient 
Awalinar, and ii^ modern Mexico, the American aloe had, 

aiid ii^i* bf < ij, applied by ihc Aztecs and ^iexicaas, toaimo^^ 
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Having taken our breakfast at Tequila and paused awhile 
to recouniiit re the site de la Villa as I have already remarked, 
we departed on our waj, observing the co un try ^ «s beSbrey 
and seeing tittle worthy of note, till oor anrival at ^ piuAld 
de Ain vtitlan, one hundred and fifty miles from Tepic, and 
witli a populatioii of iour thousand citizens or more, and 
folly eleven-twelflhs of whom are either Indiana or mized 
colors. The count ry approximati ng this town is tmly bean* 
tiful, ftbounUing in gentle nnilulations, level plains, and the 
picturesque scenery ot mountain landscapes. Thence come 
the streams which reft^h the earth and make a few apoto 
produce sustenance for thousands. And to these boary 
peaks, towering into the skies and cleaving the misty waj , 
from which the liquid showers descend, man should look 
up with reyerence ; for they serve as the electric rods to 
arrest the passing scuds positively electrified, and thmfcy 
n^oi^ten tlu* dry yet terliie earth. 

This town is laid out much alter the manner of Tequili, 
with reference to its streets and side walks, and also la -pJam 
publica, which is ornamented with a city stream and foun- 
tain, and orange trees ; and in front of it witii buildmgs, 
both public and private, of a similar character in their amhi" 
teetural construction. Receiving our relay of mnlsBy wa 
journeyed on ftv* i- :l coinitiy equally as broken as any we 
had passed ; presenting a tuU variety of checkered scenery* 
Ere we had traveled far, the guard of some thirty Mexican 
soldiers fell in by degrees to defend us in case ot an attack 
umdr (\n the stnp^e by los ladroncs, jjiH -Hng this region of 
country and inhabiting las cailadas and fastnesses of the 
mountains, which here single themselves out in alto-raKevo^ 
as being peculiarly adapted to such pursuits. This guard 
had been (engaged by h'etior Aug.^burgh prior to our passing 
through, as it was considered unsafe, -espedaliy with a 
*fiunily ; for many times the stages had beeaatteckedf I wat 
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informed, wifti ladies in them^ and no distinction was paid 
to sex b J the mercileaa ladrones ; •as dothing and jeweby, 
and whatsoever valuabley frequently whether on or off of 

their persons, were appropriated without takinsr life, if no 
resistance blmnld be utiercd. In sucli cases, the outrHged 
travelett woaM have to pass on in the stage nearly in a 
state of nndityf till having arrived at some station or town, 
where assistance miorht be crranted : win ii I liave been told, 
isusualiy bestowed with a < onllai good heart. 

Onr goard were varionsij tinged, consisting of Mestizos, 
Mulattos and Zambos, with few pure hhoded Indians, 
all mounted (utride, and armed with kinves, lances and 
bajonetted carbines respectively. Tliey presented to us 
ratiier a military aspect, riding on the full bound to keep 
pace with the stage, and on the side, and ahead of it a short 
distance, ready in case of instant atta< k, which wo were 
eiqiecting from the flying xeports that we had heard along 
the road. They carried in their countenances a fierce de- 
tenuiarnion, though now and then, they were enlivened by 
imiiea and gesticuiations, as they approadit^d us nearer by 
the aof^es and curves of the road, and as they appeared to 
be amused by Hie motion of the mules, ten in number, 
travelinsr before the stage on a full lope, and themselvei? in 
close proximity. This scene to me, was truly lively and 
miiqoe, aad perhaps it would not have diminished much in 
this respect, had we had an attack ; for on our part, it 
would have been a determined one at least. Moreover, it 
carried with me that appearance, from the fact that it was 
the first time in my life I had had the honor of being one 
of a company under the protection of a body guard. As 
near I recollect, I submitted to it with due composure 
and complacency, however, against my democratic princi- 
ples, and nxOkm of policy. 

The road through this region, led over some level, yet 
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soon reached la Hacieoda de Ilaastla, one hundred and 
fiflj-six miles from Tepic, and with a population of tour 
Jiundred souls^ cbajacteristic of the coyntrj. Our stay waa 
shorty still long enough to take a Tieional ^bmce at sur- 
rounding objects, both natural and artificial ; the former 
mighty under the guidance of a cuUivatLag han^ and ju&t * 
laws thoughtfully administered, be made to cheer and wd.- 
come the bosom of many a cottager, yet the latter seemed 
adapted to the native peculiarities t;hat iahal)ited them and 
cultivated one rod .around. 

Turning an obtuse angle of the road, and in dose conii- 
guity with mountains. heaped upon mountains on the left, 
and on the right with a beautiful extent of a roiling plain, 
Stretching many a mile, we beheld that £EUal spot, which 
had been marked by travelers' blood, and near it crosses 
arc erected tq indicate to passers-by, the spot where the 
deed took place* Here the blood-thirsty and macauding 
hdrones had come from their mountain den9t most impene- 
trable fastnesses, robbed the stage, and in the conflict, 
killed three travelers. At this moment our guard seemed 
to hover in around the stage^ as if aware of a preconcerted 
spot, and to throw carefully around us their mantle of pro- 
tection, not like that which Ceucat threw around himself, to 
hide his face and die, when he beheld in the Roman Senate. 
Chamber, his beloved Brutus, on that fatal hour 1 

My next will be short, as this has been extended lar 
beyond my intention at its commencement ; still I hope it 
may reward you for a perusaL 

Adiofl, 
- • Sefior, 

Agricola. 
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" ' ■ ^ LETTHR XXXVUI. 

ViaelKt de CaHada— Population— Uitiiiiie l^fieiAuioe of the Guard, all Mounted— 

T^fcps^ltr of close Vigilance— A Horseman scon af the base of the Mountain A 
LadrouoH^jceof^— >Pu|ehlo d« lot Cediuoa-ropoUtion— La Pal»-Lo« Pa- 
tbUtoa. - ' 

Ahigo Bfio : — Continuing our journey from this fatal 
spot, with a thrill of discomposure^ and our yision being 
bounded by uniqtie and picturesque beauty on either 'side^ 

and also in front and rear; soon we hailed with a joyful 
heart el Rnnclio de Cafiladay one hundred aud fifty-nine 
miles from Topic; having a population of near two hundred) 
possessed of the same facial contours and dyed by the same 
indelible colors, withont the necessity in the use of a mor- 
dant to stamp them deeper^ as have so frequently &llen 
under my notice since coming into this'Bepublic Bebg 
supplied with a new relay of mules, and our guard with aii 
exchange of horses, we journeyed forward with care and 
prudence on the wing, keeping a good lookout aQ around 
nsy sending some of our fleetest horsemen info the near 
ravines and cafiadas, Avliile others cut the curves of the 
road, and a few kept in pace with the stage. It now and 
tben seemed all €Un of and ^horrible discord" in 

our onward Kpeed, with horsemen galloping, andnotunfre- 
quently exclaiming " miren I miren, Ustedes 1" 
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£re time h^d seemingly stolen the march of our travel, 
we came upon el Pueblo de los Cedazoe^ one hundred and 
'sixty-two miles from the citj of Tepic The popnlatioii 
here rises to near three hundred, possessing the sanie 
average, trom all appearance with regard to various colors, 
as at el Bancho de la Cafiada. The aame advantages with 
reference to agriculture and graaing, and the same produc> 
tioDs and avocations of the community, appeared to prevail 
through this region ot country, and impress themselves 
upon the mind of a tourist, as have quite commonlj excited 
my curiosity and struck my attention in trayeling thua fiir 

iuto this |>ortion of Western Analiuac. 

Having paused to breathe awhile and water our mules 
and horses, and to awaken in our guard the necessity of 
exercising the most rigid vigilance, with respect to seeing 
distant horsemen riding along the skirta of the mounlains 
on either side of the road, as they were not far from iU 
Ere a ie w moments had elapsed, we all espied a lone horse- 
man passing lonely and cringingly along over broken slopes, 
near the base of towering peaks, ami ail made ready for an 
instant attack, as the party with us formed the impression 
that he was acting as a sentinel ; and, by a certain motion 
of his horse, or a preconcerted signal, he could have com- 
municated to other sentinels, rallied around himself his force 
o^ marauding ladrones, and have taken our effects, as well 
as all about our persons, which is too frequently the ease. 
But this horseman soon discovered, in taking a more 
minute telescopic survey of our arms and men, that it 
might be a contest of no pleasant undertaking, and hence, 
we passed on as yet unharmed. 

In less than one-half hour, we arrived at la llacieiida de 
Hastillen, not being extensively cultivated, nor surrounded 
by th<i6e substantial walk which marked and lined the . 
sides of the road in passing out from Tepip. Lacasa prin- 
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eipai and the outbuildings seemed not distinguished by auy 
peculiar characteriatios which I. have not mentioned, when 

las Haciendas have presented themsel"*'<« to mj view since 
leaving Tepic. Thr ])()puiatiun, 1 vVcL-> uiioiiiit^d, aniuuijit'd 
to one liuudred, and with few exceptioaa it is much jiiudi, 
eonaiating of all the ahades so peculiar to this country* ^ 

Our guard keeping pace with the stage, or nearly so ; the 
becui iiy wiiicii liiey appaiently ailoiiieil us, and the life and 
exciting influence that they produced, with a rolling suri'ace 
under our feet, and matter ouce- chaotic and melted in Uie 
depths of volcanic fires most gaseons, and shot up with 
many a surging throe, willi maiiy a winding flame, aaJ with 
many a thundering rooTf making the hills io shake, and 
lastly moulded into mountains, whose various and lofty sides 
and peaks bewilder the imagination to fathom or describe ; 
all Uifcoe eiicuaiatances, at this particular coujuiicluie, coin- 
ing into mind and asldng a moment's pause in thought, pro- 
duced in us sensations peculiar to the occasion, of fear and 
in^ifefenee, of excitement and composure, of disgust and 
admiration, and of amazement and ( unoieniation. 

Plassing through these events thus excited, we seemed 
not to note time, but we passed on, exerting the utmost of 
our vision to record in our minds the passing >ccne of val- 
leys and mountams in ail promiscuous oliapiis, vviili scrubby 
treea, running streams, and projecting rocks upon rocks. 
In this' speedy march, we quickly reached los PmbHtoB^ 
where we received a new relay of mules, and where our 
guard iiiusiiy diaptjiscd, deeming that they had protected 
and delivered us from the dangers of the way. Thence to the 
city of Guadaligara being but six miles, and through settle- 
ments, and one hundred and seventy-four miles from Tepic, 
we t« ll as if we could comparatively ti'avel alone over thk 
pari of the road, and eilect our arrival in sa&ty. 

Los Pneblitos will elicit my attention aiker mjr arrival 
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in the city of Guadalajara, and when I shall be extending 
my survey over its rich and beautiful valley. 

Wherefore, I will bid yon adieu, resuming mj pen when 
a godd and exhilarating ablation and repose shall have 
refreshed myseli, now in deshabiUe^ and wearied by too long 
and ideepiees nights, haying passed without due account 

Adios, 

Seiior, 
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LEXT^A XXXIX. 

▲rrlTal at ChMdat^ara— Ponda de Fmae— -" B a v lfWf — H8aefi|rft«m oC ilito Hntel— 
Conrt-YardOmamentt^lteof the City— IHnn4>r—Cilgr Water««8tneti Bide 

Walks -Kxtnnt of the Cltr— Las P!az*s -Their Ornamcntii—Mex!c*n Acquaint* 
aiiceii— An American— Climate- Buildlnps Fablic «nd Private Architecture— 
Cathedml— Promenades— Portaies—Alnmeda-Churchea-institutiuns of Learn- 
>*iiig— Benin BMnp''» IMtJkm-TbMkn'^-OIlt^ 

Ttaonmi^n! from San MastoytevaCnia-PopQVttion— CityOanitoii— Cltjr 
Aidmatlmi<-P«ni«ft8. 

Ateioo Mio >'^app7 ain I to ha^e amved in live city of 
Guadalajara, safe from the tediousnessof the road, and the 
thousand and one dangers which surrounded the fertile 
spots where man shoald plant and gather in peace ; and saft 
froflt the road iHiiehy bindmg iJie Gkilf of Mexico and the 
Pacific ocean, as a natural hand to anniiiiJate comparative 
distance^ should be. the phde and rallying^ point of archi-' 
tectural geniai^ in the (m^gress of steani looomotion. Thrice 
happ7 was I to liook my same on the register at la Fonda 
de Frances, and to feel that I was a^ain restored to the 
bands and within the pate of civilized security. We arrived* 
at fivB o'clock Satorday a^moon ; an^ having been shoi^ 
•my apartment, fronting the piazza, though small yet besu- 
tifuUy ornamented witli shrubs and tiowers, all in l)loom^ 
and receiving my baggage, I felt a joyful thrill of most cor- 
dial emotion, enliven and bid me be thankftil, contemplating 
the anticipated dangers, the ^iguee and scenes we, had 

I 
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passed through in traveling over this tedious, though inter- 
edting, jet to an American, a lonesoine road. 

Having refreshed myself ibMS^I walked out of mj roonif 
and taking a leisarely mtrej of the onirt^yard in the oen- 
ter ol this liotel, I noticed that in construction and oma- 
meiil^ it nuicli resembled that de la Fonda de Croat Tepic* 
Consequent!/ I'feit much at homei so far as tiie interior 
part was concerned i but not so much thus with referenee to 
the exterior balcony, the site ut' the building, its non-com- 
manding position, and mine host ; though he is a vier/ good 
FreQchman, de vista urbana ; iodavia kux^ en mpUtndo 
h mleta de mt^j em los provieicnei requeridoepara tal una 
casa. ' /, 

This evening I contented myself in Remaining at the hotel, 
and on the balcony in front of ktfkua ; and taking a chair* 
I sat down coillposedty and quietly, amusing myself, and 
observing whatever around or askant might attract my 
attention or appear instructiTe. -With pleasure did I observe 
the rail of the balusters forming the Ualostrade, strewed 
with plants, ibwerb and small sbrubs^ Tivaeions^-wftb greenr 
foliage and full of buds, and ol opened and opening bios- 
lomsy eviitting within the balcony where I was seated, famea 
of tweet finagrance* Then too, I noticed dipibing rase 
bushes haying wended themselves up each column and 
turning the architrave^ having shot along the the entabla- 
Itfr^r*— there having Wound themselves into beatufnl fes- 
toons, and istill extending t)ieir gieedj tendrils ; these I 
beheld in bloom, with expanded beauty, waving in a gentle 
breeze. Here, I contemplated ray geographical positioa 
compared with the United States, and other foreign coun- 
tries, and the general aspeet of this region of countrj, as I 
entered the city,, and concluded that thb country is like a 
block of marble in the quarry, needing the chisel of a Phi- 
dias, and the eliciting and pitoteding genius of a Scdoo, to 
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show itb lateuL properties ia aJfo-n Urvo, In auperviaiiig aii 
Hflir^sal map, I beheld.ij^^Ua^oi' Uie Qitjof Guadaisjar% 

fKt«s, fui4 longitude west frem Crreenwich, one hundred and 

thrt'c (Icgri^eri, two aiiuuteo aiid iiiieou iieeoiido, Willi an alti- 
tude of dqme moire tlian th^ree tbouaand feet abo;»9,|tbe 

The hour of dining arrived at six o'clock, r. M., and the 
beil riuging a particularly melodious sound, though in a 
fflcaoge j|a|^ jmi^ diigaimiiar tonguies^ — repaired to ..Ihi^ 
9fmm^'0mf^ «ii|oqiiiiiter a liardda/s ride, and pai^tookjof 

mine host's p^ood cheer, which 1 fouud on casting my eyes 
aver the spacious board, quite ample for those present, and 
.i»l^]^v^)e ai^oe^a@ I jbava heretM>fore noticed witt^ i^ferenoe 
y^^^^f^a^^am^if^ Mexico. Shortly after 

beiog seated at taye, and looking about to observe the 
gueat3, I recugiiUed my Mexican traveling actiuaiutance 
wi^ his wife, sister-in-law and bro|her-in-law fr ated by 

j(ftteqifglyttii: a]^ an? Am^cai^ called Col. McC^. — ^ 
jmtmnhy report to have been connected with Col. Zimer- 

man's expeUilioii buuud appareully i'or Acapuko in aid and 
furtherance of Gen. Alvarez's Revolution, which has placed 
^(6^if^.■^fiy^|^^nfaf;t President; of the Me^cap nation. My 
Mexican friends seemed quite happy here ; the family being 
flU^Jjf,. t^Cf" ^'"^^ t.»»Mr,^ iiQtYi cruel persecution 
.iitlpjlpilijrfrti jqftU^ in the rear of MazatUm. Owning it rich 
»«M94(r'<>>IM>^Ai^^ has been in litigation several^years, 
they \^ ere torr-ed to dcj art for personal safety, as it i- said 
iJk^Pili^V^^ party._i^ being mainly guccesafui in its rcten- 
-Ifllirt i^Jiiio^^^ with the new gavebinient party, and 
^tfcwij^iim them irith imprisonment and expulsion from 
till' counti-y in case of a continuance of their pertinacity to 
defend tli^.,|>ati*imonial rights, and lodge themselves in 
flif^My^ the anpremetribonal 



0f the Republic. They informed me that they intended to 

press tlM Qiatter before tiial larfliiitiBia IM 

gr( s« tW« M«i6ii| fiv 'tli»feceipte Ih to i* ' ^ ^'^M^ ^tWq 

amounted to several hundred thousand dollars per year. 
Qaite enough to keep ttp a ^kaoi oi tiaBMmidu^ 
mimmr, when ill ptNM : ^ '^*^>- ; 

In alluding to the Colonel, I cannot but express my sur- 
prine to have been informed from his own lip^, that he bad 
been 86 badlj duped by sbimd laalBieii^ 
Cisco, as to l^te got faimelf t\knk eulangl^ iteK^- ^liiliHi 
country, with the appellation of filibuster, and that too, 
among .i {»eople who could express no sympathy for Amer- 
ieaxis. He appeared iit lea^ sij^ ye^^ old^'l^l^teiM, 
yet healthy, active and intelligent hvttfitka ^it i im ( ftj iS toii tlto 
evenincj of my ai-rlvnl and first intorview witli liim ; for he 
was still a prisoner, and ordered by the Governor toJ^ave 
in a few days for the city of Mejooo, wht^t W^ mB^^mtb 
be decided. ^ • ' ' * '^'^ • -'^^ 

Haying, rested myself much by a good night's sleep, I 
arose'at early dawn and sallied oat to take a view of tisa 
ciiy^ wh#n still In slamb^ of the passmjgtii^l^m^ 
ure or debauch. The position atid ^b^gbt of the city of 
Guadalajara, in connection with it^ proximity to rich min- 
ing £^u^tc^,and being immedia|elysnrroun^id%f^K4righigr 
fertUe vaUey; afiRird it maihy valMbleted'^^^^ 
considerations, wifh reference ' to hnsiness and residence. 
In addition to these advantages, it possesses a climate 

uAsnrpassed b/anj-regioD of coi«liti7'j 'aiid'^6iUMHwfc^^ 
SfMish langu age, Herra fmphda ; ' it^)gMm:imim^^lMX i 

than five degrees of heat or cold, — the mean annual tem- 
perature standing at sixty-eiglu degrees. During the i«ea^ 
^n of winUr, when the coM winds g#e^ Sl i mm m k^^^ 
'^QftM and*^ cause the oM citizefi^^^^ liu i a^^ 

exdlaim, muyj'no^ muncho fresco^ uta maha^a^ 8e}iijttj^ a 
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mau trom a uortiiem region would lu^rdly feel a cUauge 
ffom perpetual spring at isneh a tame, and barely would 
there be a afight hoar frost to iin^e the most delicate blos- 
soms. 

This city is supplied with water fix>in el Cerro dei C0I9 
nine miles from the dcy, and is led in bj the means of an 
aqueduct, afibrding an abundance of the crystal fluid for 
private aud public appliances. This city is laid out with 
quite liberal notions, compared with many I have visited, 
with respect to the streets and public squares, or plasas 
publicas. Most of the streets cross each other at right 
angles, and will nearly average thirty feet in width ; though 
the side-walks are narrow. They are all paved in the 
usual manner; cobble stones are* used for the streets, and 
flaff stones for the side-walks and narrow walks across the 
streets. I noticed that the streets liad been paved in a con- 
cave form, so. as to admit of easy drainage. So far as I 
eonld observe, the early occupi|nts of the city had but little 
noiiun lor civil engineering, as the grade of the city pre- 
sented near the same appearance that it immediately 
assujned a£ter the respiration of its site, from chaotic con- 
fusion. 

The city is made to extend over a large surtace, fully 
two i^iles square ; though the buildings have appropriated 
to them, but » small extent of that spacious firmament above, 
being generally one story high, with level and lar^e court- 
yards in tiie center. Ther^ are at present sixteen public 
aqnaress or plasas publicas ; still some are -small, varying 
much in sice, and in omamental bean^t La jPlasa de Armas 
near the center of the city, ranks among the largest and 
carries with it more ot the general appearance of business 
on a commercial and financial scale, than those situated in 
other portions of the city. I saw on the north ode deesta 
plasa, a spacious ediiice^ the spire oi which towering two 
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hoildfed feet in tto aerlal^raglovf i roi OtHM^IiMi^ 

eccupvtiig the lower space, impressed ine th;it this })ile, 
mftde bj human will, not hke the taw4tf ol BabcV is conse- 
crated to holy uses ; and riBiDg abo^^l all Ofttors i&d-^eW 
in fatherlj ostentation and pe«biiit!eiiiealnRs^ f^llMlflilMM 
receive the homage of uiiknowii, or lucn ly known thou- 
Bands, at daj or iiight,wbeii t^emaj^y of Heaven igra4i*> 
ating his beams into the titmost reeMes^^iiilliAlMNM^ 
utan upon his knees, or suspending the perspirkMi^Mk^vtlt 
required labor^ surpasses the kiiown If^w of Nature : and 
that too, far beyood reasonable ebnceptioo, wlicn man, tlia 
reputed iitiage of his CeeAtoTy shblilt piMM^iyiMl|«t 
the tinkhng of a belL - ' . ■ . 

This'buHding is the cathedral of Guadalajara ; and its 
Style of architecture furesented a combuuition ^>f ilm AM» 
bitoand Moorish, known as the mo^t^ fgiA^ 
its pointed arches, clustered pillars, lofly towers and flying 
butti*es8CS. lu approaching the city, its conspicuous height 
and peculiar construction^ indicate its deM|yi' ^iit'-liiMilbst 
favorable aspect te the observer, and convlbcei Idol Jrf^l fc t i 
solitliiv ;ind erraudeiir extiuil iu the coiicenti'ation' ol ikia 
mix(d architectural taste. - • ' " 

^he^ Goyemsnent Hoase of the I)fpmimttdf^i^tKmt^ 
jara occnpies a position in front de esta>IHaia^'iii liil^iiitr 
manding edilice ui its external construction, and seems de 
ia visia internal to be well adapted, in point ot eommodiuu)^ 
ness^ tQ\he exigencies of its d^sign^ Ite tM^le^tMiMMh 
tnre resembles the Doric order, pr^iexk^mg ii^WliBtiir&mM 
grand appearance ; nevertheless, rich and graceful. IjOs 
ifortaies de Comercio, consisting, of arcades around three 
large sqaare blocks of hofneei^ arb .ako nnioliMMl >ii|ilig 
those noted edifices of this d^, iHilBk> tfcai i ^iMm ifl n t f ii^ 
lk)n in orimmenling la Plaza de Annas. The 6trccl& opp4yH 
aile tp estos Portaiee are wi^e^aad weiiywed^iy 9mii^ 
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are two stories high, abouuduig m the same columns, arches, 
iMUooDiea, and balustrades, as are usual: inthis style of arclk> 
iteetmre, whiefa to the eye, resembles a mixture of the 

ancient Doric, with the laodern combinations of' Arabian 
and Moorish. 

The sidewalks under the arehivolts of the arcades are 
mechanictilly paved with square slate-colored flag-stones, 

which are laid remaikiilily cvcii ; and thif? united to their 
cooling characteristics, creates and promotes a desire inthe 
citizens to^ promenade here frequently* 

In this city, estos Portales are the chief centering ren* 
dc-zvoiis for all classes, from the meanest beggar that dares 
walk the streets, to those who wield millions at their nod; 
and when one takes his stand in this vicinity and reflects 
iipon the eharaeteristic contours of the facial organs of 
man, he is most forcibly reminded of Broadway, the Astor 
Hotts^, or City Hall, in New York city, or during the fiall 
and winter, the Levee, La Fayette Square, or the St* 
Charles HoteH in the city of New Orleans. I do not mean 
to say that there are as many foreigners here as there ; but 
that there are equally as many strange peeuUariiiitf which 
would greatly sta§rger the penetration and judgment of most 
men to analyze and adjust tlie several classes with method 
aj:id propriety. The upper, stories of estos PoTtales are 
generally oeeupfted by the lessees of those below, with few 
exceptions ; tSbd these «re divided into small apartments, 
consisting of stores and shops of various kinds, M'here Euro- 
pean, Chinese and Mexican manufactures vie with each 
other for purchasers ; though I am not aware that they 
exactly come into collision, so as to have a real ffwHemaiUif 
side-walk fight. However, I have been inibnntd, bincethis 
notice of them, that they use kmd and threatening words, as 
to imuggling^ ncn^mitereaume^ and high duiies* In estos Por- 
tales there are many-stlkUs, and on the side*walks n«ar the 
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columns, tlierejfti-e al^o stamk, where maiij of the domestic 
productions and aiHiiufac(urei» ai'e exposed for fiiile» ai 
can saddlery, shoes, boots, as well asniucb mm of a similar 
nature ; and iniaj^cs, rubozoci.aerapes, birds of various kinds, 
and of beautiful {duniage ; and L hine^e .bauble, 10 atl^ci 
the attention, but not to enhance, for % moment^ any xieait 
but fancied pleasures. In factual! the buildings embracing 
tliii s(juare are two stories liigb, and noted for their size, 
commcxiiousnessy adaptation to tnule^ and their generally 
imposing and architectural construction. Estus Pojrtales 
are held as ecclesiastical property by the conveBts^ and are 
rented uullur a .-iiiall auA.ual eonsideraliMii. 

JiA Pa^eo is anot! er public scjuare for | i omeiiading geus* 
erall^ and eTening pleasure ; and which is encompass^ on 
either side by commodious buildings ; though it is somewhat 
in the lorn) of an avenue, shaded wiiii a duuule row of beau- 
tiful treesy-extending their long arms of green and glossy 
foliage, as (jfad-^nds in a heated day, when the snii Las 

risen to bis njeridian height, and is vertiealiy emitting hjs 
beams upoa seb'eted spotb, rendeied conrnvt by eirculitf 

volcanic /ire*. To enliven este Fae^ and give it rather an 
Elysian enchantment, a crystal rill pours over variouS'^QliNr- 

ed pebbles of siflall nut^nitude, muriiiuriug wli-.i m j^entle 
voice, still iioi coiuplaiuing nor accusing; hut whisperiug, 
cdme vi ith me, eon»e with me ! This promenade leads lo 
plaza a guna^ called la Alameda* which has, in point of de» 
sign aiid L^/iiJtbiiuUiuii U beauty m llie adjustineiit oi its 
elegantly conceived syn^nietrieal proportions, I'ar exceeded 
any Other place for public walking, as having, Dftlleii tiiider 
my observation in this city. The tasteful arrangeoftent <»f 
the trees on esta plaza, does nwi exactly ic^eiubit; aiiay 
in battle array ; but they are set promiscuously and some* 
what forest-like ; and la plaza is made to extend oyer a h|rgi| 
surface, with irreguku' alleys neatly paved in ^g->8tone 
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shape. All the plots between the ti^ees are ornamented 
watli piaol^ floweret TOtenuuriee, Gasliliaa rosed, and ahrub« 
cf rm^oA'MmiM^ iMl^oal growth, and Also, with acadaa 

and junipers, — most of which for nine months in the year, 
exhale their rich tragraiice^ with the addition of perennial 
qmnge Monom* la doto eontigai^* In the center of la 
AlaMeda, tlvmii tft^beantiM fbntitaiQ, etreatmng up by the 
fore** of pressure exerted on Iii2'h«'r elevatiuiis, and 

darting oh' in a nmty ^scudy tending to cool the spot and 
emit ica-geiiial inOaenoa to aurroundrng objects. Then ail 
ai«>iiiid the exteiiop de esta |>lasa, there flows one of nature's 

limpid rills, oN cr |)< !d»ly sliapes of hues unlike. 

When man walks into i hi« aeiectorl ppot by morning or 
ereaiiig ' twilight^ ^MDsldering what is here deposited to 
plefwe^s "fiincy, or en liven 'his sonl with a warm response 
of tiiankluhui.-^d ; eoiiLcmplating tlit; waving gracefuliicaa ui" 
peresnial foliage, and blossoms of various shades of loveli- 
nem^ wMi tbe iafaalatioii of their halmy fragrance wafted 
on the breeze ; and hearing thO'Taned notes of the warb- 
ling songsters, like tiiCHc ul the birds of Paradisf, and the 
flH^»A^Il6dtlighaHllgaie ^iie feels entnmced at tlie sight of such 
nafenttd; ysfiroseatntiens of ra ^ Deitj believed/' and yoluri- 
tarily iu cxclnliii. " How thankful am I for an existence, to 
behold the beauties of nature, the combination of ai i naiu- 
nfl^ eofanded'i and hear all this praised withui these lovely 
bfvw«f«, -tfy" Hkl serial passengers.'' 

In this city, n^ide fruiu the Cathedral, there are nearly 
tweaiy other cburebp'^ for divine worship, and these are 
Unilliimll/ tparlnnn hnildingSfthe basements being large |p 
aeoblliodate4he congregation; notwithstanding, they would 
not begin tn liold ail the eiiizcus, were they as much of a 
cihiifqiligoin^^ people here^ as I had conceived them to be 

'Wasi eathoiie e d on t ri e sy before having fidlen under mj 
netfaHij.n*ao i discovered, as I have heretofore observed^ 
I* 
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that the gentlemen attciui* d church here generally a:* else- 
where ia Mexioto cities, leaving this ceremony ^od 
courtesy to the gemUmr a« and Indlaas ; though if aaj of 
them haTe oommitted easmouM sins, and evil report should 
get out to this effect, convincing; them that they would 
theniby lo^^e some ot their ioaveti auid &»bes/' thcy might 
go to churchy kneel beibre the oonsecrated.ahar^uifd.tlie 
* Saints, saymg over a short prayer, and then retmng to the 
confe.'isiunal w in-re !3jt^* the wonted Cuutesi>or— r-the reputed 
Ticegerent of tlie Deity — and to him confess, asking jcegeor 
^ratiooy add payhig a small pittance I Having thus fi|U|^d 
and aibsolved ihem$elves from all «tn, eyen to many getiera* 
tions pa9tf if their sins had not been forgivm^ they have 
fitted themselves for oecuf tying their former poskioo ia 
society, it making but little difference what sins they mi^t 
have corn milted. 

These cliurciied alluded to, combine much of the modern 
Gothie s^le of arcMteeture ; though \ could trace by close 
observadon, designs of the Byaantinm style in their cupo- 
las, slender pillars with tasteless capitals, and in their many 
minarets, though arranged somewhat in confusion, • Con- 
nected with these edifices, there are numerous sieDaateries 
and convents npplied for the education of the Clergy in all 
piety and religion, and for the infusion and transmission of 
Catholic tenets and dogmas, whether clear o» enigmsiijaly 
through the influence of female pliancy and delicacy, as 
the characteristics of these institutions miL^lu seem to de- 
mand. While here, 1 was informed that there is quite a 
ttomber of ecclesiastical institutions of learaing ; thoMgh 
both sexes are never taught^hi the same apartoienl..; The 
institutions of a classic €harai:ter for both sexes, as well as 
those of an elementary character, are all endowed and sup- 
povtad with liberal donations and franchises for the puxpose 
df obtaining books and ether requirements to prosecute the 
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arts and sciences, and for their present and future XQainten- 
wice and advaaoement, and also with anDval appropriatioiia 
toaMirff>tlie«adi of tbeir organisadon the more efl^oally. 

Here I saw m:iiiir< -t. d much of that highly lanuaijle soHc- 
itation on the (>art ot mauj of the citieens, with reterence 
to the fl r o g wa of the arts and aeiencesi and also a national 
amhHIon with^^^Bpect to the position which ihese institu* 
tioii- might sustain, and acquire in the pi ogress of time. 
Ali or most ef the art6 and sciences are taught, I have 
been inAMniiodf la these halls of learning, and that too^— for 
tins eotmiry — ^wkh a great ^degree of success. The young 
gentlemen and iadi<;s iit liiciaC institution?* uie jioL uniy 
tanghtpie^ aadreli^on as in the more ekmeutary schools, 
bat they are taught those departments of learning with all 
the touches of thouoclit and of action, which bo emin^tntly 
commend their results tu the ta^te uud admnaiiou of the 
wofid* ' ' 

III tfaift distant htnd, and too often^ traduced, supposing it 

to exist without a soul, 1 was most hapj)y to note that there 
ta ai&o demonstrated a noble public spirit, with retereiice to 
m CMiiii regard tor the sick and inhrm, by the erectiou of 
aa boapkal and its liberal maintenance ; and also by oon- 
tiibuLuig to their wants when allowed to appear in the 
Mneeta asking pittances Tiiis is granted in modt of Mex- 
-ieaa eiiiiei one day in a week, and where 1 have iaraveled 
ill the lve})ublic, it a{)pear8 to have fallen on Saturday. 
During a sojourn ui near five months on the western slope 
ot,' the ConiiiierH in AnahiKic, and vitdtiug m4my of the 
noel impolitant towne and eiiies, iraveling at the same time 
janeh thraugh iiHervening districts of country, my sympa- 
tUy aiid »t;jK^ulioii ui t ljat iiy vvcru oclUuiii pained or c-?..ciied 
-by peiaona begging, except on prei»crihed occasions. Ow- 
ing: ^erimpa partly to climate, and partly to the political 
institutions of the Mexican people, a few establishments 
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ctf an eleemosynary character, I have noticed within the 
boonds of mj travdlB, or tluoiigh the reports of intelligent 
gentlemen who have- explored die oottntrj miieh more tea 

myself. 

When the beggars are privilege to appear iu the streeta, 
it is seidoid tlwt thej walk aixmt to Hie annogrance of the 
ettisens ; bnt taking their respedare stands^ as if divided 
into districts among them-ielTes by mutual consent, they 
either sit down on the edges of the sidewaiksy or stand up, 
looking with a desirous gate «pon the piEissers^bj^aiidan these 
occasions strangers generally bestow small pieees of money, 
while the citizens give them old clothes and food, with 
scarcely ever any money, which really contribute fax more 
to iiieir necessary wsmts. 

The Bishop's palace^ thte Government mint, and the pub- 
lic theater, are edifices occupying conspicuous positions 
near the center of this city, combining beaoty with gnm* 
denr and commodiousness, andpoesessing in their arclHlee> 
tural designs and coDstriiction, all the refined and elevated 
characteristics of the Ionic, the Doric, and the Corinthiai^ 
styles, with more modem touches peculiar to each ordei^ 
The public Square, ^r selling provisions itlid vegetables^ 
near la Plaza de Armas, is made to extend over a 
large surface, presenting to an American a peculiar uniquo" 
ness, which is certainly uncommon except in Spanish coq»» 
tries.' " 

Apparently, all that goes or tends to go for the maintea- 
anee of human, or the lower animal life, is included in this 
market'; and that too^ in abundance, suited to the wnts 
and tastes of this, a strange people. Such are sold in stalls, 
if I may be allowed the expression, mostly open to the air, 
yet covered with Maguey or tul^ roofs, which are sup* 
ported by crotched stakes driven in the ground. Jn ease of 
rain, mats made of tale or Maguey are hung up on the 
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weather si^e, leavtng the rest exposed, except in cases of 
continuous cold stormsi or such as the sadTes term to be 
of limt eharttieten 

Here the city market rhm imd 'women live apparently 
tor ages, rearing their little ones about tlirm. who, tur pe- 
euliarit^<#-<b<S88 and i^pearaiiee, as also of traits in cant 
and tnte aayingSy would oom^yete with any of this character 
I' #f»er flpw in other cities, and in distant countries. These 
characteristics pureliase their supplies of the countrymen 
wto flumand this ei^T) iiying in sparse numbers, dispersed 
over the fertile and undoktiDg yaWey of Guadalajara, 
though at no err eat distance, in arroyos, canadas, y barran- 
eaSy .wherti, in i\ki» akilude, the hne^l truits of the tropics 

are BaeeessitiHjr eoltivated. Com, shelled or in roasting or 
bmfing ean, beans, or frijoles, Chili Colorado, water and 

musk muious, garlics, fresh meats of various kinds, and also 
poultry in abundance, eggs, whitish butter, of a mist;rable 
qusili^ lard, taUow, manioc, potatoes, both Irish and sweet, 
kltaeer nKlishes, fruits of various kinds, as bananas, plan- ' 
Uiins. oranges, citron-, limes, also the mamey Colorado and 
chirrimoya, earthen ware for most all dome^stic uses, aad 
vanoDS otiier articles of home-made manuiacture, constitute 
tke ofaief ptodnctions which I observed in this markets 

Whilp I was wulkinj? through this market of an early 
auid bright morning, many of the country incu, andrSome of 
the lawer class of citiaens I noticed seated or standing near 
a luncheon board, partaking, of coffee, chocolate, and other 
sr^rcsiiiiiiiiils, ihougli iiiostly uui in the opca air. Nothing 
B»m»^ woa my ^attentioa as the desirable mode of making 
tMbriieh ehooolate out of the cacao nuts, which are pul- 
verized, and then boiled in milk, and perfiimed wich iresh 
and unadulterated vanilla. This deliciuug aud ni'tritioi s 
beverage, made in such a manner, cannot be excelled by 
any dher people ; still the- historian's page traces its com- 
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inon use to ilie aiDeieDl Aatecs, at the time of the cooqiieBt* 

Hence the Mexicau custom of exposing it for sale in their 
market squares m&y be traced, iis it "was cudtomaij wilh 
those people to expoAO, oa certain days, for iifcthe.|iiib- 
lic markets, their country pixKlucttons and manutaetures ; 
at wiiK'l) times liiuu^aiiUs ui tiie ciUzenis, espec^iii^ iu ti*e 
eUy of TenochtitiaQ, would assemble. 

In my waUu throughout the city I noticed other eofike 
and chocolate resiorts, which appeared tolerably kept, both 
witii regard to iieatneas snd tlie drinkables and eatables set 
for t,be accommodation of tlie public. 

So iar a^ I obseryed the public houdes for the acoommo- 
datioD of the traveling community, both foreign and native, 
and tliat of tl»e citi^'j^ns, I siiouid re«i-nrd as about uquai to 
the iburth class hotels throughout the United btate^. 1 
noticed two Fondas de Frances^ and as manj aa twenty 
Fondas nativas in this city. ' * ^ 

In comparison witii isimtiai liiioroujjjhtares in ibe Lijilt;d 
States, this, embracing the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacifiis 
Ocean, and passing through a poptdous city* as Gkiadalaja- 
ra, of more than GU.UOO souls, presents but little travol. as 
tiie dangers oi the way have to be necessariiy encountered. 
Consequently few gentlemen travel, for pleasuce or' explar- 
ation ; and seldom hare I noticed or heard of ladies of the 

best class iii .suciclj' ii'Mveiing iu roimtry, from pl.-u-e 

to plac^e, as in other countries, except being connected with 
business of an important nature, or under an escort of Mex- 
ican soldiers* And as most of the citizens live in pi^vale 

houses, and prefer this to that of buanling, scarcely any 
patronage, of whatever kind, is extended to las Jf'omUu 

The city gamsou consists of an extensive series of old 

S[iniiish buildings, froniino: three streets, and the east ^ide 
ot the riaza de Armas, and extends over two-thirds of. an 
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entire square. This block of buil(liii<rs, elected by the 
Spaniards when ia pod^^edaioa of the country for a work- 
shop, and Mng ccMnmodioas anfl weli adapted^ in point o^' 
localioo, to the present object the Mexicans have, since 

takin!? possession of this portion ot the country, retained as 
a lorihicaiiun, wht-iu the govermneui keeps constantly f>ta- 
tioaed Urorn live hundred to one thousand soldierd, as tlie 
occRsion would seem to require, and ready to obey instant 
orders. Fronting the Plaza de Annas, and the streets near 
Uie city garnson, a strict pati-ol is exerciijed at all hours, 
and no one is allowed to pass on the sidewalk near this cit^ 
adel, as a soldier would immediately a])[)roach in such a 
case, and order the intenchul or acci<lental trespassci* to 
walk elsewhere. This looks like arbitral y power assumed 
by a few epauletteSf tnmmed with gold Jace to show their 
ostentatious moves. Notwithstanding, in this miserably 
governed counuy, mid ihis misei*able material, for the most 
part, to govern, it may be nece«>s>iiry to di aw such lines of 
demarcation between citizens and soldiers, for the public 
good ; as the latter might be easily led astray if allowed to 
coniinkiigle freely wiiii passers by, which, perhaps, could 
not be well prevented otherwise than as jnentioned. 

Like cities of the size of this in otiier States, it is far 
from being all life and vivacity in the display of business, 
ul liLcralui'c, oi lac^liiuu, or ul aniUsLiiii-nL-, i-xcept in the 
grotesque customs of ecciejiiastical proceiisions. Howcvei*, 
ii^ the suburbs of the city, and in the streets seemingly de- 
serted, many of the lower classes are engaged in their own 
houses, whcrr tliey exerci>e trades of s ;iri<ni- kind-, and 
iiUiaufacLure many article& of ctwnin' i r<\ whicii arc con- 
stantly exposed at the public stalls, las tiendas y (dmacenes 
en los Part€de$, 

The iiidui^iiial pursuits in this city are iiuich varied, em- 
bracing carpenters, masons, silversmiths, blacksmillis, hat- 
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ters, shoe-makers, weavers, tiuuers, tanners, tailors, paint- 
ersy scalptora, barbersy and potters ; also such others astbe 
wants of the city and ooaatry mny seem io demand. These 

do not embrace the fine shades of distinction so common in 
the United States, and among other enlightened powers of 
the globe. 

Longer than I should have done I have required your 

indulgent patience in the perusal of this; but having felt a 
lively and deep interest in what has, in this city, fallen un- 
der my* notice, I had forgotten to revert my atten^n to the 
eonsidei^ion of the ledgth of this letter, ttU sow. 

Adios, 

Senor, 

CuiCUiNATDd. 
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LETTER XL. 

Leaniorl l*rofcH<lons rMmate trooc! fnrT;i1«H>t CniKA^ n'/ninst ^Nfrxlt-nii Pniirro^s - 
. StatCdmeQ— Weekly- Gjucttes—i'atriotu— Population i i he CUv— Wealth there- 
of Country Improvemente— O^vernment BxpeiMm- Clcrvy Exempt • Las Fab- 
rlcM de Algodoit y Papel de Ateiii«)ac->DeMriptioii of thoM-^ci&or Kowton. 

Amigo Mio :— Though I am fond of tracing the fiorures 
and natural positions of countries, both physically and physio- 
logicalljt to deduce tor myself, their ^oostitue&eies, and leam 
their peculiar isharacteri^jitica, yet row and thea^ I love a 
monrient's reposeri however I may bti attracted and en- 
chained by the ornaments and beauties oi' nature, every-* 
wherf^ aroofid'me* Thos, amigo mio^ I have rendered-yon 
my apotogy. • 

Turning my attention to the consideration of the city, I 
may observe that, from the iafornuition I was able toacquirOf 
the learned profeeeions of law and medicine/as well as those 
of tactics, And of divinity, are pursued and cared for by gen- 
tlemen's sons, more for their monied value and gleanings 
of office and positioiiy than (6)t any particaiar regard or am- 
bition of renderisg their names worthy of being transmitted 
to after ages, by the . Herculean manifestations of talents 
latent or open, the indigenous productions of other countries ! 
The caases of this . indifference to become ^distinguished in 
the arts and scienoes, 'which so generally prevaila^in this 
liepubiic, I trace not to the climate ; lor the climate is as 
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varied as the circumstances of that requirement may be 
necessary to promote a healthful pursuit in the attainment 
of those branobes of literature^ so useful and elevating to 
man in all the various offices of life. 

Owing to the peculiar position which this country occn- 
. pies geographically^ it is divided according to its altitudes 
into three distinct climates ; to wit : The first eqibraces tbe 
j)l{iins along the coast, called by the Mexicans tterras calt- 
entes ; producing cotton, sugar, indigo, plantains and other 
tropical fruits ; the second the declivities of the Cordillera^ 
called Herras templadas, producing many, of the grains and ' 
li uits of the temperate zones on their rolling slopes, but en 
arrotfOii, cajiadaSy y barrancas ; the staples and fruits of las 
Herras caHentes ; and the third, the plains elevated more 
than iBeven thousand two hundred and eighteen feet above 
the sea, termed tierras frias^ encompassing the whole table 
land of Mexico, and considered cold by the natives, altliough 
tlie ordinary warmth is much Ihe same lis thift.of Borne. 
And did Rome have no scholars in the arts, scienceci, or 
tactics, in the days of her glory when she was not bound 
hand and foot, mind and matter, in one single, notion of 
Cburph and State ? There are other causes than this» 
which operate most powerfully and naturally against the 
progress of the Mexicans ; and the chief of which results 
from the intermixture of the different raees, white and In- 
dian, mostly* The one becomes degraded, while the other 
rises in the scale of progress. Another cause i* the right 
ot sutirage being extended to all colors, which neai'ly levels 
4he white man, with all his boasted line o£ ancestral birth, 
in such a countiy, to the condition of the wild man of the 
forest ! 

In this city, I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted 
witha^ii^w Mexican statesmen $ though prior to this, in 
Kaxatkoi and Tepic, the same -ecqoaiDtance had been ex- 
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t^ded to me, during my short sojourn in each« Usually 
thej «m geatlemeii: Kftf refined tastes, polished education, 
aiid of general inibriiiation, faaring been educated ln distant 

lands ; anil liuvvcver good and talented they may he by 
nature or edooiHoifytbeki' task, for the onward improvement 
of the Qoantiy, in an agricultural or scientific point , of view, 
i« n iifttd one, ^tiered and entr^mroeled by the influence of 
liiti ch rgy, euiitijiua,liy biiiduig like the grasp ot'Iiercules, the 
4tdn k mm ds iif -Ohiireb and State together, a moral and politi- 
cal 4miti and ifoin' to the fairest spot of God^s footstool ! 
While here, I noticed that there were published several 
weekly Gazettes^ tiiough they wer* cxireiiieiy smaii, pofe^ 
aessbi^ little OF ao information,- and no independence' of 
dunnteteir. oi^'of iJiought, being either under the strict sur^ 
veilhiBtju ul the Clercry or the Government. Freedom of 
speech, freedom ot^ acuoa, aud freedom of the presi^, being 
aeeobntabie ior a misuse of the same, constitute, according 
to nalufal lairi « free and sovereign people ; and until these 
points of natural rights arc arrived at in a State, — en:t t!,;it 
S4aki^>be free ? Is Mexico free of thralldom, not special 
bnt'oeauDOD ? The patriots of other niEitions should mourn 
fbr'}ier,«8i Ihir and beautiful, so full of romance and tower- 
ing thought, so abundant in the fecundity ot naiui'C, yet as 
plaiutiwIor roLe and order I 

CcMmrsiiig' with a gentleman of intelligence, a native 
Meirican, I disJicorered, from a recent computation of the 
cilizcui in la eiudadue Gu<idalajara, that the pupuialion is 
afltiimwttid mt some over sixty thousand, and fully eleven- 
twelfy» of whota are at least mixetl, and representatives of 
fliost any other race than the Castilian. This latter class 
liud also a few ol the tbi iiier, are rich, possessing much vai- 
nablOiOi^ pvoperty^ and lauded estates, in the country, eon- 
ilstiof of iwdio« y haciemUu where they have persons call- 
ed Siiperiuteudentes reside and take v har^e of their aft'airs, 
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who ure allowed to employ, help uuder tLeir directioUi tliough 
genenll J as the occaiioD maj- require. E^tos ranehoB jf 
eskts haeimdas- produce, tn poertibQS of them, the grai—iirf 

the teiiipcrate zoiit:.-, and in oi her portions, cotton and sugiir- 
caiie; and besides tlie&e productions, «^razmg in all its de- 
partments is much attended to ; though X saw in thi» vogte 
of countrj no improvemente to reduce agricoltiire to a regu^ 
lar system ; but such as tiit; iioiiiaiio aiid Aztecs had U!>ed 
bj kmg inheritance, even before the Goths and Spairawda 
took Espafia and Anahuac* If anch wi^re iHtrochMed-and 
used, they would have i\ Avonderful influence and spring of 
action to promote thi^ branch of industry ajid uud^e much 
more certain the common producdoos of the cooDftiy, fay 
]>re]>aring mainly the ground and cultiyating it deep! j diMthg 
tlie dry season to ubviate the effect of the drought. In luv 
observatioiis wiili respect to the stock of tlie country^ imw^ 
as horses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs, I could «ee wpn»- 
frress of improvement an the way of iraportinpf foreign stock 
for erossiiig witii clioiee home selections which is so univcr- 
saliy acknowledged to be the only means to attain such im 
object ; as developments can be obtained' only thmigb this 
process towards perfection both in tlie animal -^ttid ▼c ig e H i 
ble kingdom. ' ► - . 

Scarcely any attention is bestowed either pubtteij^or 
piivately concerning the impi'ovements of the roads, the 
construction of" bridfres generally, the application of t^ rry- 
boat«, or that ot the grading ot hills and mountain sloptJS, 
From this city there are wagon and carriage roads leading 
to San Bias on the west, to Santa on the AorHi, ta Teta 
Cruz on the east, and to ZapoUaii and Morelia on the 
south ; however, they have not been much improved skioe 
the date of Mexican Independence. The same ettloaii'^ 
to using )>ack mules prevails now, aa did in tfae ]pevM«ef 

Spanish duiuhmliuu. ^ • < ' ♦ 
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The manner of defraying the expenses of the Mexican 
fhyramfiioii^ aod Ihal of the mtjf are by the irapo^itioQ of 
IpHtoijimlyhigii dntiat w foreign importaliom, «<id by 

grantinsr ceriain privileftes and franchises, commensurate 
witk the objects and emoluments of trades and commercial 
pwwiilii/ -v^ireet taxation on perapnal or real,eeA«t6 10 
lightr Mid iMll* teldoni rSMwtod to^ exoept in case of greai 
emergrency; cnn-fMpKntly, the poor man with a large 
tamilyy not being worth one thousand dollars, hut being 
a large coBSimeri it taxed tir«quenily much more tfaan those 
Wor^flve Irandred thmiBaiid, or even a million of doHara. 
In this viiiw, t\\ o-thirH-^ of tho whole Inndod estate in Mex- 
ico, are exempt from any contribution towards the support 
cjf t|K» Gev^mnisen^ as they belong to the Clergy* The 
iHltei* ^laas Keinc^ few in comparison with the body politic, 
and only oiic-iliird ot the landed c.^iaic being di\ided 
auMMig the mass, the burden of the Government devolves 
vpoo -Hie ^remarkably few owning real estate^ and the 
mtisses who^ toil for a mere subsistence. The citr, as well 
as the country rents are low ; the [)roprieLur» usually 
ialettding to rent or iarm out th^ir property, «o as to nett 
tbem'#¥e per eent on their investment or valuation of the 
possessions so rented. 

Near a league from Guadalajara, I rode out in a city 
eottdh^ en the first morning alter my arrival, to pay my 
i ro a p e c l s to ene of our own ooantrymen, Frederick Newton, 
who hailed froiu Massachusetts. It was in the early part 
Q^'- April, and the morning sun siione briUiaatiy on 8Ui> 
ramdiiig ofajjedt, while the giddy horses and coachman 
praneed glong in joyons expectancy of a little earning for 
n-nted labor; an<l while I ca?t my eyes from the coach 
window* to wbirl^soever way, to inibim my reason, and 
fAapi]!^ my eonl with new notions of a peculiar andstzwge 
people. The intervening tract seemed little cnliivated or 
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Rubdued by man, after leaving the suburbs, till my near 
approach to la Fabrica de Algodon de Atemajac, which is 
situated five-sixths of the distance ; though I must not 
omit to mention our crossing a heavy and well constructed 
bridge, made over a mountain stream, called Atemajac ; 
yet comparatively dry, except in the rainy season. Este 
puente is near a mile and a-half de la ciudad, of more 
than three hundred feet long, and built upon stone arcades, 
and composed wholly of stones, both round and flag ; the 
surface being paved with cobbles of an average size. This 
being north of the city, and apparently upon un arroyo sece 
de el rio de Santiago, which in summer, rises superfluent 
with water, is a point of great consideration to the Govern- 
ment. At the terminus of this bridge on the north, there is 
la Garita of the Government for receiving the imposts 
laid on agricultural productions-, which would seem to minds 
of other nations like an unjust imposition upon the industry 
of the country. For the bulwarks of nations are not the 
individual governments themselves, but are composed of 
the industry, the contentment and prosperity of those who 
form the moving machine, the locomotive power of govern- 
ment. Therefore, a government, or those who are promoted 
to look out for the public good, should never directly over- 
tax the industry of the country, but encourage and protect 
it in all possible ways ; nor indirectly tax by imposts more 
than enough to set in motion, and sustain the wheels of the 
body politic, in the most frugal manner. For, if the indi- 
viduals composing the nation are prosperous and rich, the 
government is also, and ready to meet any emergencies. 
The object de la Garita is to collect an impost oft* of the 
agricultural producer, for the privilege of selling the eff'ects 
of his labor in the city. Justus Garitas are established on 
all the thoroughfares a short distance out of the city, and 
lor the same purposes as heretofore mentioned. 
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Most of the surface of the valley of Guadalajara is much 
broken and cut into gulches, formed by the heavy tropical 
rains in summer, which seem to deluge the country, and 
devastate many a fertile field, which, in the days of yore, 
was clad with many a shrub, and many a blade of gra^s, 
. and many a flower waving in the gentle, zephyr breeze. 
Turning my attention again to my first morning visit, 
the great object of note which invited my notice after leav- 
ing the bridge, was la Fabrica de Alyodon, and the ground 
about it. It is situated on a slight declivity from a level 
surface, and supplied with an abundance of water from an 
aqueduct, which is led from a small mountain stream 
formed by springs ; this serves also for the purpose of 
irrigation, and likewise, for that of propelling una P^abrica 
de Papel, owned by the same company, and another Fabrica 
de Algodon, further down the stream and owned by another 
company. This aqueduct in part, and the dams for hold- 
ing the water, consist of solid masonry. La Fabrica 
prima is near three hundred feet long, and one hundred 
feet wide, consisting of two stories in height, and of as many 
apartments as are adapted to the wants of the establishment. 
It is constructed in the form of a hollow, oblong square in 
frontand rear, including all the appurtenances and buildings, 
which in front of the main building, extend near si^t hun- 
dred feet on either side ; and this plot is ornamented with 
many orange trees promiscuously set out, and with a gentle 
rill purling among them ; and which in rear from the main 
building, extend about sixty feet, having in close proximity 
a beautiful and highly ornamented pleasure garden, with 
streaming fountains and rare collections of flowers, plants, 
shrubs and trees from different zones, that here, like in 
their father-land, find a nurturing care and the distilled 
dews gently descending from Heaven. Esta Fabrica runs 
ninety looms, and employs two hundred native operatives, 
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besides several American iiiech^te6> and one machinist^ 

^Me mee|i«ii«arat>ps»tii8, irMnMitw 

proportion to tli** demand of the labor just mentioned. * Im 
JtaiMrka ds Pupd is near half a mile Irom this, and^^aen- 
pi«g s Iwomirig iKMioaTi^ compafed wilJi t fci ^i < uli |y tftj ( ^>l(l . 
La Gafta fcr the snpertntendeiit is* dMiiiM'^^lli^^ 

l^ripcr lactorv near llii-cc IhuvIi-im! fppt, baviTi<^ a iirntly dec- 
orated jard iir trout, a varieij ot tiowers, plants, 
shrubs, and trees', nKfstl^r in medM bloom, filling tli^py i r 
#ith odoriferous perfotnerj^ And in the reitr <if''tiMrniifl 

residt^nce* are adjusted the out-housps nnd a])|)in i*»nan€es 
of such a chai actiir as to impress one with ordec aod^oo- 
Venience. : i- * 

The Superintendent of this estabHshmM; is 4ei«»*M«Mi^ 

U>n, as I boiure mciitioned, "wliom I found, on a short 
aequaitUunee, to abound with courle.^j, iraokoess and intei^ 

ligence. He possesses^ to a remarkable^ eiDiMitj; ail^ ^tteee 
fiobte^eharaeteristies so tieeomingan Ambiioan^^lM^ 

I uhI. witii eyes, cunnfrn.mt^e and heart, open to hp the 
mediuui of pleasuv * .nui intbnnation to one ot hi.^ couatr^* 
men. He ba4 been in this region of eountiy for uighi ijrniirti, 
and sinee the eonstmction of this factoryv '*H»nolir sfUph's 

and \\ ri[< ^ the Spanish langrnaffe with jiropi ictv and ^ase ; 
and iie receives a liberal remuneration lor his skiii and 
knowledge in superintending this establishments ff.^rpvgk 
out the pleasure-grounds and^the seTeral departiiiSBtrf ^ef 
ill is factory, 8(;fior Newton conductcil me, lakiug a lively 
interest in imparting much witii reterence to what.nine^eve 
noticing, and the. character and past history of CfaVMMlsy^ 
especially since liis arrivf^ i ^ Mi.;!»»^ 

Here I saw imported, all the most coiumon improve- 
ments made use of in the United States, and adjusted in 
the combination of reqnirementSi to effect the same ends. 
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FroQi mj knowJ^Qfdge of i^ecliiuiisin^ and its application to 

liiiiu^s convtMiience, I was much iinpmsserl with the neat- 
nnd systein^.pt^.t^ several ^artments, aad.of the 

OQ^iipy, in cv3er to obmplote the design Of the constractor* 

In thti.-5C leapccts it indicated labor-saving : :uul in fart ^r^hu 
Im j^akfioat d» iMlgodtm^ de papel, throughout the iiepul)- 
Uc^ nxe tibe only example^ b£ this intention, which forcibly 
dreif^y admiratioiv causing me thus to observe in this per- 
son of my juuiiial. 

The, water wheel propellmg this factory, is madeof cast- 
irooy and was imported from New Jersey several years since. 
It is forty feet in diameter, well proportioned, susceptible 
01 .beiug taken apart, yet constructed witii a \ i( w to com- 
paotnWy Strang^ and symmetrical beauty. The location 
where It is adjusted^ is in the form of two capital Ls inverted, 
and {jii (lie west side of the main building. It is enclosed by 
a high sLuiie wall ; however, there i» a ^.lied projecting out, 
whkil iMnply protects it from the inHuence of the wttdher^ 
besH ng rains, 'or tropical sun. Its position is such when 
hung upoii its axis iltaL its lower surface is twenty feet 
below the common ]<'\'<^l of the ground ; and it id set and 
ooniliwMd in motion by the means of the water from the 
aqueduct before alluded to, flowing through a small sluice 
constructed upon arches, with the luriu of continuous 
adatdes, having a -horizontal upper surface. Its mot ion is 
easy, gtaceftd, and grand, — ^the water pouring upon it about 
five feet from its up[)er surface, and twenty-five feet from 
the basement tloor. Its stcatly, strong and plaaeuu y move- 
me^tSi Irom sna to sun, and the consequences which it dem- 
onAralea in the performance of labor, combine to excite 
the wonder and admiration, the applause and reverence of 
the whi^ cQuuuvmity. And many of the lower classes 
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h&YQ been known to a&k : X& there aaother &ixch m iLaX 
0fanuige land?"* 

In mj next I BhaD close mj descHption of fhis fiKStor j, 

aad I shall have passed ua to other considerations oi equal 
interest to jou. 

S^iior, 

ClKCmNATUB. 



- . ' • * • ■ 



♦ 



> 



gara— HUEdncatfon and rrinriples-Hls Cotton Fu'-trtry La Faltrir'a .\IpT>- 
don (!p T!«;ff>ha Suju niiTciidi i:! thereof— De8cripti«>n of the litj.tidtJiicf.H of Kefior 
Lowrie^ tank i^enur Oiaa^agara, umA txf the Cotton Factory- Cotton tufls- Cot 

• ' Amigo Mio : — Resuming my labor at early tnorn^ with 

tlie sun shining mod I brilliantly, I now invito you to return 
CO ^"^^niMimiQifm of Ihe paper Victory, where I leil 

The coat of thw iron wb^l^ delWeried at this pkoe by 
the way of Vera Cruz, on IVFexican carts and wagons, arose 
^1i^%etm^ teit^ilsfliid d<^knu The namber oi hand$ 
i iU i i i l^ Mi^ fti^ry generally rised to thai of seveaty* 
five, with fourteen enfjines and two machines, all of Iv^hich 
are worked twelve hours per day ; and these comideraiiom 
li^iadiaste ne«^ Hie aolooat of piip^ir, of wiouakiiid^ 
■ ja i h li ih il U fc li eii fif %bia eatabl&liment in 4be bouiWB of a year, 
supposing the whole apparatus to be kept in successful 
operation. • - ^ 

>' mtmtm ^Iwtori^ eottoo and Ipaper, I was infonned 
iiil)Mll A»*«kn^f 00m bandit tbonsand^dolbvsi wben 

^ttleir wholt^ appurlcnancc6 were completed for Wi nnin g | and 
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that both, after deducting aU disburaementSy return to the 
oomiiMm stock cmnpaiiy a nett annual profit of one hon* 
dred thousand dollars. The style of architecture observ- 
ed wiili reference to these builuijigi niirler conRideraiiua, 
maj be referred somewhat to the modern Gothic and Tuscan 
ordersy however, to me it seemed rather difficult to trace any 
Qther orders than those of primitiye convenience. 

Rpfiii'uing to the citj, ;inrl in a few days after having 
visited these establisUments, IT became acquainted thxongh 
the kind office of Seftor Augsburg with Sefior Olassagaray 
of Guadalajjini, a gentleman who has fi<xured much in the 
arena of Mexican politics, during the iroa sway of Gen* 
Santa Anna ; however, he is possessed of.Uberal andifg^lftr 
ded notions with regard to government afihits btednft ' ^* 
ducted on such principles as will afford stability and oliar- 
actcr to tlie guvtuned. He was t^dueated in England, hav- 
ing gone there when joung;, and has traveled extensively 
on the continent of JSurope, and also on ,i!b» Amerieaa. 
Consequently, nal 111 ally quick of perception, and iln uppli- 
cation ol new principles iuunded on reason ao^l^on^i^ 
now stands like a pillar of light before his oonnlij^niim 
the advancement of the arts and seiences^ tod in.theimtid 
pi uLTKj.^.^ uf horticultural and afrricultural pursuits. He has 
a. family of several children, upon whom he ' 
parental and powerful influence with rdeivei|^,^^}Wr 
attaining a liberal education ; and a portioa of .theni 
M7er<^ educHLed in liic Uiiiied States* And 1 waa ijiiynacd 

.by a member of this iamilyy* that there w^.6^iQ|E|4iMll^ 
icans of this oity^ who have been edueated ffaam imiiMl0 

in Europe. ? ,v 

Learning that Seaior Oiassagara had una Fai^^ifif^i^ 
Algodtnif near five leagues from the city <rf .firtiirtiliijiCT^ In 
a northwest direction, and receiving an javiftelioii la^^tiiiilt 

with iiiuiocif in a few days,. 1 doicn:ed jailing , that likj^ 



Digitized by Google 



4» TriOi UXMXMa CWDILLBBA. S8T 

4 



owing to other engagements in oontemplaitioii, and agaia 
leceiyed tlie kkid office of .SeftcKTrAugshai^ in hiring £br 

my tlse « eerrant and two horsee well caparisoned, to 
accompany me la ia jtal^ricu de uUjodon de £scohu, 1 iUt 
sni& 1 ought haaari my life thus far, comparatively alone ; 
for iB<ihe moming of the dame day, repoit came into town, 
that a inarkt t-ni;in on the same rouJ had been robbed of 
his \mxii eai iiiiigs ; and that the day before, three or lour 
iadm$M liad been shot^ closely pursa^-by the police* 
Howera^ lumng anned myaelf well for the occasion, and 
beinw det^ji'iuined I wouM nut be overcuiiic vvitliouta struer- 
gle ior life, Ir^AiUed Ibrtk at ten o'clock, A. M., with my 
aeriMl^iii tibte muvona bowiding Iq^e thioilgh the streets, 
Uie womom gail of the country^; for at this time of die day, 
few persons ap^^ear walking about, as the sun increased hia 
vertical beat*. * ' . 

QDikuig the road leading towards Tepic^ with a good 
hofBO iinder.''me,and supple in motion, I soon came out into 
the open valley of Guadahijara, the configuration and 
appareol obaraderistica of which, I shali dwell somewhat 
upon, after I shaU haT^ written what I have presently in 
view. ' . ' 

X iraveied on, pasing in niy way wheat and barley iieida 
rea^ for the •sickle,- which were sown in September or 
Oeleberof faulyear, (1856). -In noticing the growth and 
f»r,ii(jiii<)n of these grains i?rowing on the ground, I soon 
arrived at the conclusion that Qeres^ the guardian of corn 
tir |pitifi,*had not df late years ^tended her care over this 
, mm* moat fertile region; for no forethought seemed to 
liave been exercised ia the endeavor lu retain in the soil, 
ite natural leoandity. Now and then I passed places where 
my giuds would exelaim r Ckdda^ Cuida^ andgo imo, mm^ 
mira^ aca^ alia f and that too, with a loud voice. 
J i. must- oouiess that,, wheu I looked into tbe guichea 
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many times on each side of the road, as T passed along, 
seeing that they were from twenty to thirty feet deep, I 
thousht them fit habitations for ladrones. Sometimes 1 rode 
forward in this disagreeable suspense between an instant 
attack and defence, and that of life or death, not daring to 
turn back for fear that it might indicate a want of courage ; 
therefore, I pushed on, and soon found myself descending a 
slight declivity towards a beautiful concave surface, where 
stood, in self-respect and in eelf-confidence, la Fabrica de 
Algodon de Esceba, with its neat residences, well-arranged 
outbuildings and comely church. As near as I could 
observe these from their present appearances, they were 
constructed out of soft-burnt bricks, plastered on both sides, 
and also white-washed with a finished degree of neatness, 
possessing one story in height, and usually thick walls. 
They were appropriated severally to the Superintendent 
with his family, and also to the numerous operatives 
attached to the establishment. Here, by Senor Lowerie 
and family I received a most cordial welcome, and felt 
rescued from the almost imminent danger attending the 
travel of this road. After a wasli and tasteful repast, we, 
in accordance with the custom of the country, poured from 
the liquid urn, an oblation in remembrance of our father- 
land ; then we turned our conversation in the current 
where our minds had been lately most excited, for near 
here, two days previous, two ladrones had been killed. In 
a moment I related my excited suspicions as to the safety 
of traveling in this region, and what I had undergone in 
mind on my way out. He confirmed what I had heard 
and said ; then he mentioned an instance of his intending to 
go to the city only a short period prior to this, and an attack 
on him by a party of ladrones, not far from his residence, 
who, having robbed him of a gold watch, his purse, horse 
and pistols, tumbled him into one of those deep gulchei. 
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which they told him he must not leave on pain of death, 
per speak aloud, till dark, for there were several others 
robbed and nestled down in the gnlch who had been as 
1dn(Uy cared for as himself. When night had rolled her 
sable mantle with silver locks sometimes apparent over 
the overt acts of man, Seiior Lowerie carefully wound kis 
lonely way up the precipitous ascent, where he had been 
hurled by the marauding vultures, and worked himself 
home, much bruised and severely dealt with. 

That time his revolvers missed fire, and he suffered the 
penalty of carelessness. After this interview, he informed 
me that he had been in the country near fifteen years, and 
comparatively raised his family of children here, consisting 
of several sons and one daughter. Though most of his 
sons had been sent to the United States to receive the 
advantages of an education, yet his wife could not persuade 
herself to spare their daughter, as she is the only one, and 
so much an associate for her mother, especially when Seiior 
Lowerie had necessarily to attend to the requirements of 
the Factory. . 

The residence is commodious, consisting of several 
apartments, the height of twelve feet between the joists, of 
large and strong doors and windows, though the latter have 
iron rods on the outside with glass sashed and placed 
within, which combine defence with neatness. The style 
of architecture observed in this dwelling, reminded me of 
a mixed order, derived from those nations, who had years 
ago, made Spain the theatre of war, the pride of ambition. 
Therefore, you can see here borrowed, a little of the mod- 
em Spanisli, Moorish with the Arabian, the Gothic, and 
the Composite. I could but admire the btisement, the walls,, 
the pedestals, the columns, the arches, the entablature, the 
piedments, and the neatly terraced roof, with a small para- 
pet, raised as if for protection. On the south side are the 



Google 



240 TItAVELft ON THE WESTERN SLOPE 

outhouses adjoining, with a small garden of fruit-bearing 
trees, composed of apple, peach, plum, cherry and pear, 
with a small variety of tropical plants and fruit trees. 
Surrounding this plot, there is a wall near fifteen feet high, 
and over the surface of the ground, there pours a beautiful 
yet small rill, which animates the verdure, the plants and 
trees within, shedding a delightful and cooling influence. 
On the east and north sides de la casa, is situated the 
flower and pleasure ground, including plants, flowers, 
shrubs and trees, ornamental and elevating ! They consist 
mostly, or rather in part, of pinks of different kinds, tulips, 
marigolds, lilies, daisies, hyacinths, rosemaries, varied rose 
bushes both in pots and otherwise, the pride of India, the 
juniper, the banian, the acacia, the holly, the locust, the 
Norwegian pine, and the cedar of Tyria, together with 
many others ; and these are all trained or cared for by tlie 
gentle, yet dire^tting voice of Senorita Lowerie, an Amer- 
ican lady of refined taste and bland accomplishments. On 
the north, and near the house or main residence, there is a 
crystal fountain sending its limpid spray high up into the 
air, which descends, as if by natural distillation, to cheer 
and enliven the varied growth from different climes. On 
the west, there is una plaza or a park, compased of five 
acres, adorned with a fountain near the centre, and with 
shade and orange trees promiscuously set out, also with a 
variety of rose bushes and shrubs, beautifully adjusted in 
the plots between. 

There is a promenade ?iTOux\ii. esta plaza^ with octangular 
walks converging to the center, where many trees and 
shrubs wave to the wind ; and besides, to add to the com- 
fort and a charm to home, there is a row of brick seats 
made after the manner of those at Mazatlan, encircling the 
whole square, except one bench left out near the front of 
the house, that the view, en masse, may not be interrupted 
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either low or high. On the north, south and west sides 
de esta plaza, there is a row of houses for the occupation of 
the Factory operatives, where they all seemed to be com- 
fortably provided, with reference to a free circulation of 
air, to pleasure, sustenance, education and religion. Still 
further on westwardly, amigo mio, you may pass with me 
into another square, surrounded by the houses of the oper- 
atives, with a neat little chapel in the center, where sins 
are forgiven by a fatherly soul coming out from the city ; 
and the devout of heart are prayed for, yet, with small 
expectancies. Passing through this, and a narrow lane, I 
arrived, in company with Seiiorita Lowerie and one of her 
brothers, at the gate leading into the spacious and highly 
ornamented grounds of Sefior Olassagara, where he spends 
a part of his time, and where some member of his family 
is mostly ever present. The area of his pleasure and 
orchard grounds extends over three hundred acres, and 
one-third of it is laid out with taste and elegance, combin- 
ing the useful and ornamental. Lacasa principal sets back 
at least five hundred feet from the stone wall at the 
entrance, gate, and between this and the house, there is an 
alley twenty feet wide, ornamented on either side with 
shade and fruit trees, with here and there a flowering shrub, 
t > add variety and unique beauty to the scene in front and 
around whithersoever you turn your eye. ' , 

The house is of two stories high, large — ^at least eighty 
by eighty feet — in the form of four Ls half inverted, both in 
front and rear ; and each of the recesses thus formed, is 
thirty feet long and fifteen feet wide. The base of the 
building is constructed of stone even to, or just above the 
level of the ground ; however, the chief materials are soft 
burnt bricks. The stories are high between the joists ; the 
walls are thick ; the doors and windows are large, and the 
piers between them are narrow. 

J* 
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The recess in the front and rear of the house, is orna- 
mented with fluted columns and two pilasters resting on 
pedestals, both in the lower and upper story, and extending 
in each case to the entablature which encircles the build- 
ing. The style of architecture observed with regard to 
the columns, indicated the Corinthian order ; though in the 
construction of other parts of this residence, I thought I 
could trace that of the Ionic. From the verandah, below 
and above, you enter a spacious hall — twenty feet wide, 
which admits of a free circulation of the air, there being 
doors at each end ; still the lower verandah also leads into 
spacious vestibules on either side of the hall door, which 
are finished and furnished with taste and elegance. Balus- 
trades between the lower and upper columns are added to 
increase the massive giandeur of the style. The outside 
and the columns are plastered with a hydraulic cement ; 
and then the outer surface of the building is clouded and 
penciled in imitation of Cerulian marble, cut into oblong 
squares. The inside surface is finished with the well known 
plaster of Paris. The several apartments, in respect to 
woodwork, are neatly finished with a fragrant cedar, some- 
what resembling the California redwood. This cedar, being 
so impregnated with its natural rich pei-fume, that it im- 
parts its balmy odor, combining with it, when one is housed 
in a room where it abounds, a most cordial and thankful 
welcome. The roof is terraced, with a parapet wall 
near three feet high ; and for each apaitmeut the;*e 
ascends a chimney six feet high above^ the terrace, and in 
this respect la casa much resembles the architecture of 
other countries. So far as I could observe with propriety, 
I noticed that the apartments, both below and above, were 
furnished in an appropriate degree to the establishment, 
receiving the stores of many a foreign country to contrib- 
ute to a refined and cultivated taste. 
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The pleasure and fruit prronnd, being divided into appro- 
priate and suitable- compartments and jdotB^ contribatea 
nmA to the pleasurb of the soeaeiyy and a resideDee at 
£^ba» .Frofloi a &tanee^ there ikvws a crystal stream that 
geutly rippies over this plcasurti giuuiiU, leuliijg the iiii^sty 
^Mtntaioft anil^the verdant^ lovely aspect aroiund. The 
{irdoMhadbi^ mtSka^mk i^ys, are laid out in tasteful curves ; 
however, some are with straight lifies, yet all eonvei liiiig to 
join a circular walk around the terrace, encircling this man- 
aiOjo;^ :3M» tenaee^ near two jfeet above the level of the 
grofdai^ia liteotilbfyiiriiaiiie withteeselated payement, 
and that too, in such a manner, as to imitate colors and gra- 
dations 4>f. painting* ' : 

\^itof»imieiiBde8 andalieys are^^fi^ 
green tmi^ shimi>of: their rapid growth, as the occasion and 

tast<^ may dictate. On tlni ])lots ol" a, ciirvt'd, ;i square, a 
iriangulary a^r^ctangular, and an octangular shape, I saw 
pitwiifcirtaQBi^^ yefe with thoaght and elegance^ rare: eoUee- 
ttona arranged- planta, flowers, shrubs^ shade and fruit 
trees, mostly in bloom, uiiilintr in one general asstiiibiage 
those ofrthO'three zones, and presenting to the eye their pecu- 
lie^bUanMteiMicB, with all their : varied shades ^and-aspeots 
oil hmntffu'of' which the mind ean reasonably conceive* 
Seiior Olassagara has spared liopairis in importing ibreign 
ii^Qit^eees irom the- best nurseries in the > States of I^w 
'XMiirfliid New* Jersey ; and they all appeared to be doing 
i» e 4 fv having borne some fruit far surpassinj? any of the 
iKiiivu ui a similar class, both in point ot size, iiavor and 
h^amty^ ' '¥h» two-thnds of ibis ground: are appropriated 
' isi idie'4grow(lii of the Lebanon eedar ; 'the seeds ^ having 
been sown promiscuously a few years since. Many of the 
- ' voung trees axe now Irom ten to liiteen feet liigh, and will 

<«tetyi^«oen ^requite the iato bestowed, in . their eonvenient 
application to agricultural and mechanicai requirements. 
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Isrge and commodious, being two hundred fV et loug, by 
eighty wide, and corii^isting oi 4WQrStane«i ia. height. The 

tihit ion, besides iiuiny ventiducts, prumoting thereby, health- 
iuL ApartoaetUa ibr the operatives. The ix>of is t^rmcfjd^ 
19H^ a>iuMpBt evtoadhig jDiv,^ 

roofs of most of" the buildings here rej5emble a Ibrlifieatiou. 
AHlhe appurtenancdi roqiiisite^to pei^^etuute thr^juQim^ 
meipita of this faetoiy, iiaTe thdr 4|«tailu|«|MtfiiNMr 

iiient, and also skill/id niecluunesj together witli an experi*- 
euced machinist. Itispropelied by water^n^iwer^jc^msiai^ 
ing dim whoe]^ titii^ly^a^ fe«l ki 
ttrUr tiiiw*«ie IwiMb^ bonus tlvovi^^ tli# y eaf^ 

other requisites ap])prtaimnjsr to the factory.' - ---- — !-v 
The Grerman commercial houses ot tk% cityof jGrugida^ 
U^iarar largely* id^porttoottoii sta&; . konv^w^iteiglriM 
^ bom staffiimflnQfiMtDrod itt att Ae ifiMldri«i(diili^^ 

tome under my observation in the country, avera^re twQiity- 
five eeiits per yard, yet sometimeft more or less, d^iaii^ 
ingikpoiitlioqaaiilit^fiui the miiTi rit lli ii lii iffi mi niiiiiM<iai 
tiid'1lie''q«iility of the' hom» inapiiftBOtefito;*^ ■ Som e "Of 
raw cotton is grown in the cmmtry, but nearer the comUt 
«kfao<igh a considerable quantum of the amount manaiM^ 
UHea^ and that of the ioest akid eLdMiefttqaalitl^ 
iMl^lmB'iNew OHeantf by Hie way of I^ihpico, on the Gulf 
of Mexico, and packed on mules across the country, iu 
bales oi oqe hundred and tifty pounds wei|^«aaiil|{aiMip^ 
loakiag a mlAe^load. . V^s^imiilhai^^ 
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fine wirtftn^lpij^flioittiPyii ; Snulh America. 

When ewivcrslng with Seftor Olaasagara with deference 
to the culture oi eoiioii in tiic low, ati well as in many of 
Ilia k^ ahUudes of tbi^ ooontryy he seemed to .think it 
wholly pffH^yjal^ wiih the exception of the want of fixed 
or available labor at one's will. This year, I understand 
that it is his intention to plant one thousand at>ie» ui cotton 
aear Lake Chapala^ in compaoy with a wealthy Mexican, 
owaiag iMa Aa^^iu&i fiirtSL attd, as well adapted to the 
growth of cotton, and possessing as fine and as loner a sta- 
ple, as the sea-islaiiii cotton grown on the eastern coast of 
the United Stales. This ev^terprUe succeedii^ will be of 
dM^ vfaMtt importanee in advancing the prosperity of Hie 
cotton manufacturing interests in this rcp^ion of cotmi t y ; for 
others will introduce cotton gins Ironi the United 8tates, 
and ikMLj the characteristics of .cotton growing. All the 
eattoa ikelories which I have yet seen in Mexico, are 
obliored to ahead one year's stock of the raw material, 
ownng to the uncertainties attending its annual growth and 
■nlvri^y £rain the delect of its cultivation or the season, and 
tha^admitipres incorred bj Jmporting and packing it into 
the interior. That which is imported irum 2s ew Orh aiid 

worth, wiien delivered here, irom twenty to thirty cents 
Mt fidiiBdy depending on the quality. 

BiaviBg remained a few days under the cordial enter- 
tainnn nt <;f Senor Lowerie and family ; early in the iiiorn- 
ix^ ere the marauding ladronus had awakuned trom the 
jiifecio of their prowling^ horses were saddled for myself 
aftd eemuity and taking a coyisb repast of chocolate and 

cak^', and bidding uluJiLT and happy farewell to aminos mios, 
1 fittouah^ my hor^e, being well aj'med and attended. Patki- 
lag akmg at a hurried pace^l 9om bade adieu to the seen- 
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ery 80 beantiftil and tastefal aroand la Esooba, and quicklj^ 
iiiade a safe retreat into the city of (Siiadalajan^ 

Adios, 

• ^ Sefior, 
Agbicola* ' , ^ ' 

CmOJJINATURi 



.V 



• * ♦ • I » luU vLiiU tut; 

• ' ' : » . r <jnf» /^fri 

■ • "V'l'i 'Mi^i hW*l 

* 
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. , - ^ ' ■ LETTER XLII. ifnu^iiMa^v '*'.ivHkH^. 

• ■ • ' # • 

Description of the Valley' of Guadalnjara— Ita Outline Pccner>'— San Pedro, a Fash- 
ionable Place of Resort— Famine in Mexico— Want of Internal Improvements- 
Carriages Lct^Dreas among the dlffereut Claasea of the Community— lUo Ue 
Santiago— Zapopan—Pueblitos. , » 

Amigo Mio: — Having promised on my return to the 
city, that I would entertain you with a short description of 
some of the characteristics of the valley of Guadalajara, it 
is now my pleasure and time to absolve myself from that 
obligation, by an endeavor to a compliance. Its constitu- 
tional, or rather configurative shape, is grand and imposing. 
Measuring near ten leagues in diameter, with a seeming 
concave surface, yet rolling and broken in places ; with hills, 
mountain ridges and peaks of various forms and heights, 
encircling it, as if nature, in her volcanic throes; had de- 
signed this a fortress, consisting, in apparent view, of main- 
works, out-works, and particular defences. Many of the 
mountain ridges and peaks, many of their declivities, gulches, 
valleys and plains, extending far out, I observed capped, 
flanked, based, and bottomed, with primitive, secondary, ter- 
tiary, volcanic, diluvial, and alluvial rocks, stones, and lava, 
with their concomitants, and vice versa^ showing the lapse 
of hoary ages ; slight indications and more distinct of organic 
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Imains of anunaU preTtomlf ezlstiiig $ the scoria witb 

lava receitUy ei'U|>i€d, or so late a- nut to have appareuily 
decomposed ; and stones and gravels formed and located bj - 
the attntloQ of water, and the momentum of mountaia floods. 
NotwithstandiTTg much of the uneven surface of the valley, 
and its being cut up by gulches ; still, I noticed aside Irom 
the scenery just mentioned, that it abounded with pictur- 
esque landscapes of rare beautj. • Its si^all mounds and 
undulatinor plains being Btudded with ranchos, haciendas, 
trees oi vai ious growiiis, though stunled, riils, sLreauis and 
springs, aud near by them, villas overleaping thought in 
beauty and luxuriance, gladden the heart, and animate the 
mind to a love and reverence of nature and art 

Within two leagues ot the city, and ou the main road to 
the city of Mexico, there is a small pueblo called Ban Fe- 
dro, bearing eastwardly. This is the fashionable resort, 
like Balston Sp.% or Saratoga Springs, for many persons of 
leisure and wealth, to go and spend a while, jC^gocia^Jly^ 
when the sickly season prevails. There, the ^iiaioiu^ Of 
th^ rich are beautifully and elegantly oroamentedt^ equal to 
any I have described. I am not particularly aware of any 
epidemic previ41iag in this city, or tha^t it is common tor 
such, nor of any d[iseases, such as fevers .and , the ..hJif, 
which are not the products of warm climatios. Still pi 
various altitudes, sometimes, liuin the scarcity of [)rovis- 
ion^ and the extreme indolence pi tiie mass of the lower 
classes, famine, in many pai;ts ensues, bringing in its^trtdo^ 
its car-load of overwhelming evils, diseases, sickness and 
death. However, this miarht be uk a^urably or whullv 
avoided by internal improvements to laciUtate inhi»iid inter- 
communication. 

Ncfac la Plaza de Armas,^*there are evear itf re^dinesft for 
hire, city coaches, at least, between sunrise and sunset. 
IVieir chai'geii are remui'kably rea^qabie, being i>ii<^-)UaU' 
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dollar ]>er hour, or nearly three dollars per day. 1 disco 
md*iMM^imM^4i^gt^.^^ hadkio citlseiiB and 

ftf^ign ^^fttH f i Tig Q^JEMalajara; There hi, as iisna] iitt siieh 
stands boiii in Mexico and the United States, much strife 
mmmg the (Ooat^naea to get preferred hj the person d^iring 
iBr^ki^ i'^^icfici&t' lifld iH^ tb « stranger beeotties Tei^ 
annoying, and sometimes, even a curse to a seeming conre* 
nience. To prevent diiliculties arising as to the time the 
hired coach is absent^ there is a. register's of&ce near «f 
ism}Mm^Wf^<xt^ whose dtt^ it 

is to record the name and number of the coach, at the time 
it leaves, giving al&o, such person a slip of pi^per witli 
^tkib hitbi 1»f idre and time of leaving ; otherwise the 

' Tlic liiaiiTRT- of tlie upper of citizens are ea^v and 
gmceful, without ostentation, blended with comtt^sy and 

am^lijr. Thoae'iff the lower 'class partake somewhat of 
tfitfF'Jii£biR8''liild' occujiations, 'seemingly, yielding to-^e 

old adfinre, " that those ^vllo arc Loin w'wli silver spoons in 
their moutha may keep them." The French style of dress 
lA^fiillfei' db^edj ifiih the exception of wearing the low 
» b w* » ' A a-M^ Mtnrned hats and serap^g among gentle- 
men, though sometimes they wear short eluukri ; and 
rebozos made of silk, and dark colored dresses among the 
memm ftm ^hM. The common-laboi^rs dress in 
ii&^^'W!lffi^;'inkie loose, arid without regard to fashion, 
wearirjg broad brimmed t^traw hats, and reb(jzo.s made of 
cotton. Their dress is light and well adapted to a warm 

VA Rio de Sai!tla;_^o, or llio RI\prof Saiitianro, rises in 
tlie Western Slope of the Mexican Cordillera, and passes 
li^ dtv of Giiadi^lajara wi% leagues distant, at « point called 
Vi^eb4^0f^^^ wliich means the lailge 

brid*^e of Toiulothm.^ Much of the intcrveitii)^ tract pf 
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oonotrj is broken into deep gulches ; and tbe jriver, as fur 
as I could observe, seemed to pass through most unfathom- 
able gorges or barrancas of more than two thoqsaod feel 
deep* One of these ! vistted, going 4pwa la$ barrancas in 
a meandering manner fbllj two miles, and there I saw near 
the margin of the river, a low, narrow bench of land 
roBiArkably fertile^ and well watered hj springs, prodaeing 
mckBt of the .known tropical. fmits in perfeetion and 
abundance. 

Six miles from the city on tbe road to Tepic, and upon a 
slight elevation sloping in either direction, ihete is a small 
settlement^ called el Pueblo Peqnefio de Zapopan, and 

ecclesiastically, our Lord of Zapopan; because of there 
being much devotion appropriated to it throughout this 
region of country I The population is computed to be e^ht 
hundred, with many mixed breeds and Indians, and among 
whuiii abound many ecclesiastical devotees, of the Fran- 
ciscan order, who have here a convent, and also, a temple 
dedicated to the Virgin, with an, image, upon which they 
bestow most devout veneration. Perhaps, to a stranger, 
'tis fancy that paints the scene of man's usurped rights, 
when he beholds him in prostration to these Saints, the 
Altar and the 'Holy ^tand. 'i'he style of architecture^ 
observed with reference to the construction of these eccle- 
siastical establishments, is truly grand and imposing, 
tending to awaken and excite the mind to solemn contem- 
plation, and combining the chaste proportions of the modem, 
Grothic ordei^. 

Pueblitos signify small settlements, or pueblos pequeHot^ 
and are situated about six .miles north-westwardly of th<'. 
city of Guadaliyara; Bietween this apd the former, the 
coantry^ is unduhiting, and in many places, it is cut miiny 

feet deep by tropical rains, which pour and sweep over this 
region with great impetuosity. El Puenie Grmide sobre 



el rio de Atemefac, is near mid-way between these two 
pllicesy a description of which I have already mentioned. 

The pppuialioa o€ wU^pmUos is near eight hnndredt 
and nmeh mixed. Here I nodeed a ebarch, eonvehl and 

moimsterj, which seemed to have required uuicli care and 
dedigQ in the architectarfil arrangements of their construe- 
lioO| aad la the coitipartments within the inclosure of the 
two latter edifices. These buildings are massive, imposing, 
and leading to excite arid iuipid»s thouj^ht, perhaps, into 
the m^Ueriom works of man, to lead the bUnd ; and in their 
mecfaanical toaches^ resemble mudh the modem Gkithic 
order of architecture. All other buildinojs besides, are 
of a miseraliic constructiou, showing the concentration of 
weidth to exist in the holy hands of God'-s Ticegereilta, 
akrewd Ananeiers aod pious iniposters upon justice, sense,, 
reason and judgment ! Official Mediators ! ' 

Adios, 

^ ^ Se&or, 

*, ' CiNCINNATUS. 
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Xnteiitioii to leave tor Colima— Preparation therefor— Exchanpes— Gloom of Niglit 

Travc'Ihtc- rfiTifl'inTrrit I. iii r-f th r ant ry- ^=5.' finery— La Villa dc Z;u-r.ali'o de 'Tor- 
res— Its rupuUtiuii- i^escriptioii tiieievi—ijAyula Mountains— CuiUiiti de Soyu- 
la— Faj ultt Raugc— riiie Lumber— Bees— Fubrieu de Papel— Flour MiJ^—Maize 

Illation— Las I'Uu.as-La Fonda-Noted |^ f ,SleCf,^ti|^Ml| 
Coiqpi^rt, in Joly, UM- Comonfbrt ooMimd. 

r AiiiGo Mio : — Contemi^lfKlIng while In th6 city of Gtui- 

dalajara, a return to California, and kno^tiWg tnat the 
Nicaragua line of Steamers were in iLc liabiL of touching 
at the port of Maozanillo once a month, on their apward 
trips to San Francisco^ decided to return to eoaat ligr 
the way cf Sayula Zapotlan and Colimay bo> as te milbld to 
my naiul, aevv interests and new &eeueiy. From Guadala- 
jara to Zapotlan, there is a Troy coach plying ^Terjr other 
day,' except Sunday, as stage traveling upon tfaisd&y, i» gen* 
erAlly excepted on the western portions of the Mexiean 
Cordillera. Making up my niin<i tu leave on a certain day, 
I prepared myself for the occasion, by seeing that ray fire- 
arms were in a good condition, and taking a dnift on 
CoMma, not daring to take with me more than enoligb to 
bear my current expenses. And tlu^ is the manner of 
precaution which I would recommend to all fct^^lam 
desiring to Tisit ai^d travel in Mexico^ with any degree* of 



Digiiizuu Ly'Gc)cwle 



jOF. TBS ItaXICAH COJU>tLLSBA* SM 



pleasure or safety. Commercial houses reaiding in the 
di£l»Bfeiii cities, of the Hepublic, most generally confer, this 
aiksommodation and apparent security with a slight charge, 

as exrii;iiii:es and commercial intercourse are mutuullj kept 
up Liiioughout the whoie country. 

Having got. myself refidy, I repaired to the ^jta^ office 
and secured a seat, paying fifteen dollars^ the distance 
beinsr one liuiidn d twenty miles in a south«westerly 
directiou. The hour oi one o'clock, A. M., was set ior our 
departure), and with this in view 1 repaired to my room 
4liat I might nap till twelve o'clock, and then be rested and- 
ready in time to meet the appoint ( il luun and the coming 
events of a fresh day. The hour had aiiived on our having 
iiakeB . cbooc^te and a luncheon^ when we were all ready 
for departure. Host of the stage passengers were Me^can 
ladies, conipo.^ed of a few numbers of distinct families, who 
j^gaged their seats to go to bayulu, distant irom tliin city 
one hundred and-five miles i however, there was one Mex- 
ican gentlanan. who continued in the stage as far as 

Zapuilan. 

. That hour was stai'light^and iliu milky-Avay had scam 1y 
appevied to emit her soft combination oi', a silvery flood in 
our fbeal rang' : therefore,' there was a deep gloom I felt 
in dcpaiiure, uiicouiuiuii lor me to expciicncc in ihis 

oountry. I w^ aware of ladrones living in the city and 
jnilqhing the movements of all strangers, and in fact, of all 
travelers; and that, thi^ stage road was notorious pmra 
lcuiroiit6 ; moreover, I was aware that of late, travelers on 
this liNid had beeq made to feel the scourging rod of their 
inmiidiag feats; hence, arose my precaution and fear that 
all nii;^Hit not be right in this excursion. 

All being ready and comfortably seated, we departed 
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to .acofri^nite jtheir ^peed^ there being more danger at firsts 
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than afler we had departed far from the city. As far as 
the ^eye might extend at night, I saw a little at trstyio 

(^bstrwct the penetration of Yny li«fon, b"trt «hortly, desi^ewl- 
iog scuds, misty in -form, which seemed to be hovering 
over the landscape, and nnparting a chilly IreshileM, 
causing one to draw closer aiotind hiinself thia- g i ty a M^ute of 
hoary winter. Continuing our journey onward through 
this chilly temperaiur^ at so late an hour of the nighty we 
padsed over an undulating ' sur^e at • fiMj * appa^tntff 
productive, though sparsely wooded; andin the t^v«} of 
some twenty mile;^, we struck a resfion mncli l)r(iken, ,«till 
mounds, hiUs and mouutains abouading on the right or leil, 
in front or rear ; however, there seemed to foe a pass dpM. 
Notwithstanding^, at times, we came into small Taltisyi.'tfiid 
skirted fertile plains wiiere lived some species of i ho huuiiUi 
family upon ranchos and haciendas, with their herds and 
fiocks around them, cultivating beans^ maise, plaatfinl^ 
bananas, and various vegetables common to the eoH i Hty. 

In the distoncf of every tenth mile, it was ihe dosigii of 
the Zapotlan Stage Company to have stations, when ftnit 
organized, in order to receive a relayof fresh ittuleli^ ted 
then proceed with rapidity. From having passed over the 
road, I should imagine tiiat the (JompaAy had ejected these 
ends in i«guiating their relays, as near aa prractie^bla 

Bending our eonrs^ on, and passing aQ snspected danger 

without intcrrn] tl irjn ; not liiii;.'- of nminent reniinch'd niR that 
1 was traveling tlnough a region mn< li (litiererit from what 
I had seen, till I arrived afr la Villa deZaooatoo da^Wftt^ 
distant about fifty-four miles from Guadalajara; itlllic^lgft * 
the district of country we had passed, abounded in springs 
asid streams, which seemed sufficient for agricultural pur* 
poses, and' also, 'in stones and rocks for foneii^i attt^ I 
noticed but a^few squads of trees dispersed hcilNii'ittid 
there, serving the huisbandmen for fuel aud tstakea. The 
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wbole of this distance presented nearly the same geological 
fisatnvBS 90 1 bare beretofbfe mentioDted as tt> ^her parts, 
fthowin^ frequently, the different formadons intermixed, 
fttiil, lines of distinction between theni. Near the ruad, I 
. aaw BO extenslTe improrements, nor Tillages- worthy of 
yotir ooosideTatiod ; therefore, I will draw your attention 
to la Fdiula dc Zacoalco, situated on la plaza publica. 
• 'When we arrived, the clock had struck ten, A. M., and 
M soQir as practicahle, we wer^ prepared for breakiast 
Tllk eoiuAstM of beef-steak, broiled ehickens, eggs, ined 
f afiaiiii-. fVijoles, came con Chile Colorado with onions, 
bread, tortiUag, chocolate, and milk to drink. Th^* price of 
tlda was ofie^ialf dollar ; and by the day, one dollar and 
ihllAff, and by the we^, from four to five doUanh; still, by 
bccoiiiiiig acquuintcd, one roulj live as cheap in Mexico as 
ia any part of the United States. The figure of this region 
Ss qi^te- pietiiresque ; the valley of Zacoalco being sur^ 
rmm^ed by high mountains, and the surface mostly level 
or ^iiully undulating. The prodiu tions here troni what 1 
eoakl see^ though this being the dry season of the year, 
woqU asstmilate themselves much to the classes priorly 
mentioned in these letters, as growing in the temperate 
regions, that i-, tierras lenipladas de Mejico. 

IHie population de esta Villa is computed io be not far 
fttn 'fimr 'lhoosand. Of course, the population here is 
mixed as usual, presenting a variety of "characters to deal 
with ; though, generally pliable, if cautiously approached, 
II iB-Mgoiaiiy laid out, Uie streets crossing each other at 
right angles, with a public sqbare or la plaza publica in the 
center, oriiamented with a fountain, which rises from a 
stream watering the town, and also, with orange treefr, and 
mrt^tided by buildings of a public and private character ; . 
eonnsting of a church, the Alcalde's office, HaU of Audi- 
ence, Ja Fonda, i>iivuLe residences, ©lores and shops 
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where ona could see exposed for sale, foreign fabrics and 
sUiflk, with home-iui^e m^uuikcturesy wd trinkets, abo» to 
please thQ. ladians. 

Receiving our rehi y of mules six in nuiaber, we traveled 
on, m 'i tiiiL^ wiiii no particuUi cxiiibitious of nature, riurLif 
arty nur of impruvciiicuts to excite our curiQjdt^^ £xcep^ U> 
casually note the passing scenes of hi|l^ mo^ndsi mopnlaiii 
ranges aod pdaks, with their rocky declivities^ and here 
and there, y with tUi^ clusters ol trees of various gro^wths, 
thpugh mostly oak ; ti)l our arrival in the aileraoG^% and 
that at a late hoar, at la ciudad de Sayula^ one bjuucid^ 
and five miles from. GuadaLgara. Las ranchos and las 
hacienda > >* « lued some distance apart ; still, they auimat^ 
the mind, wherever one could hehold springs staoains 
of water: It was in April, and the heat of the sun . at mid- 
daj- wa.> intense, iiK roa^fd by the concentraiion ot' his rays 
in small valleys ; and, in many places, I lihouid tl4i)k.|his 
effect produced by the salinish character of the QOUQt^; 
for within the distance mentioned, I observed many salt 
l>oads near the road, where some salt is niiwi<i>. hqwe^v<yr, 
not to any extent. 

« The city of Sayula is situated in a singularly pidjiire^qae 

valley, not far from the base of the Sayula mountain range, 
which abouuds in pines and cedars, pj esenting a beautiiul 
and striking contrrst to thQ dry and parched FaUej^jgur 
bdiow. This range of mountains is well adapted to aawr 
mills, from the springs and streams whirli rise in ir, and 
there are several which not oiily supply the acyacerit coun- 
try with lumber,^ but the city of Guadahganu ltfMj9i^ 
said to abound in wild bees, which, I was here infermed, 
are quiu3 conn nun in high aUaudes, that is, from lUi-^e 
thousand to seven thousand feet, above tho-.^eayj|h9Pp)|0hoiit 
the EepubliCk - . / . , ■ »f: . 

Upon a mountain -stream called Sayula,.,wkicU ^l^- 
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plies the dtf . with water for domestic use, and that of 
iirigatioiit is sitaated Iktbriea d9 PaptldB iSbyii&i, owned 

by a ^rcxic.'in company, and superintended by Americans. 
It6 characteristics much resemble la Fabrica de Papei da 
M$m^mif near the fAtj of Goadaiajara ; except the watef* 
wheels' which is made of wood The mfc» for these factories 
are obtaiiu^l ino>tlv in Mexico : thutigh of late, the cnmpa- 
niea have at each tactory sent to foreign countries to get 
anppliea off Mfose qualities, which do not ahonnd at home* 
The etoek investifi in' these factories is said to pay well, at 
least, twenty per cent, each year, ivm from all Ji^bui»e- 
m^ta. On Ihi?; <^tream there is also a flouring mill^ but 
the q/BnSitf fit ^e^km is.indiferent, owing to the stones 
not being kept th dr^fer; fttfd ha^g a poor bolt. Through- 
out the €uuiiLry, I neither heard of, nor observed many 
horaeHnills for grmding e^r^ or wheat ; but the. usual mode 
en Mi^ifi^ iaS^pMsieBdas ia te grind the grain between two 
atones, one large and hollowed out, and the other small, 
ronnded, and easily handled, iit lore the grain is grouud 
in this manner^ it.is common for it to be soaked awhile in 
liiiie>water, thib it may become easily hulled, and fitted for 
use. This custom, in Mexico, is an instance of a heritage 
4e3ceDiied t ; uia the Aztecs ; aod will probably, eve^ 
eicist^ or at leasts as long a^ so large a majority of the pop- 
iilatkm is diaracteristic of Indian blood. 

The valley of Saynla presents the ever agreeable aspect 
of much Icrtiiity i the mountains on eiiht^r &ide extending 
oat neair^lhe cily^ which gives it rather the form of an 
' ellipsis, being narrower near the entrance and departure 
to and from it. Maize seems to be the staple production ; 
stm a Tariety is produced here, as different alii ludes are 
easily attained. It is dotted with ranches and haciendas, 
whidv-'as if of the ancient patriarchs, have around them 
their tiocks and herds, iiurough this regiotn I noticed with 
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satisfaction and admiration, the great utility of the shep- 
herd dog ; he seemed only to want language to express his 
conceptions or act the human part ; for he was as watchful 
of his fiocl;, as the eagle of his prey. ' • - i- 

The city of Sayula is neatly hiid out, having a beautiful 
public square, ornamented and surrounded in the same 
manner as that at Zacoalco. The streets cross each other 
at right angles, and are paved in the same manner as usual 
in Mexican cities. The *tyle of architecture observed 
here, as in other Mexican cities, with reference to private 
residences, borders more upon the Moorish order than any 
other which suggested itself to my mind, when observing 
them ; although the church is mostly constructed with a 
view to imitate the modern Gothic. 

Leaving this city at a late hour in the afternoon, it was 
somewhat dark ere we had arrived at laciudad de Zapotlan. 
The configuration of this intervening tract presented no 
new nor peculiar characteristics which I have not described 
as being common to altitudes of two, and even three 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and to latitudes 
twenty, twenty-one and twenty-two degrees north. After 
passing a tedious and lonely road, and after darkness had 
shut in for more than an hour, we safely arrived at la 
Fonda de Zapotlan, fifteen miles from Sayula. The city 
of Zapotlan is computed to possess a population of near 
eighteen thousand, and from conversation with an intelli- 
gent native there, and from my own observation while in 
the city, I should set down eleven-twelfths of the whole as 
having sprung from the mixed races, showing in bold 
relief, the Shemite and Hamite blood, with a slight tinge of 
the Castilian. This city is situated in a valley remarkably 
fertile, and unique for its mountain scenery, being not far 
from the volcano of CoJima and that of Nieve, which here, 
present their lofty and proud peaks clearly to view. This 
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city is laid out with much regard to regularity ; the streeta 

mostly crossing each other at right angles as at Sayula ; 
these and the side-walks are paved in the same manner aa 
in other Mexican cities already mentioned. However, the 
streets are far too narrow for a large commercial metropo- 
lis, susceptible of being approached by navigation. 

There are two public squares or dos plazas publicasy 
near the center of the city, and in the smaller one of which 
there is a reservoir for supplying los ciudadenos with 
water, and it is fed by a small stream turned from its reg- 
ular course, not far off. Both of these squares are orna- 
mented with orange trees set in rows twenty feet apart, 
along the promenades and alleys, which encircle and divide 
them into eight plots, converging to the center, which are 
tastefully arranged and ornamented with ^rees also. These 
walks are overlaid with small gravels procured near by, 
though with flag-stones in the center of each square. One 
contains an area of two and the other of five acres. Front- 
ing these, there are stores ; shops of various kinds ; a 
hotel, la Fonda de Zapotlan ; and coffee and chocolate 
retreats ; and on the north side of the large square, there 
stands a single edifice, where many are wont to go, and 
bend, at the return of each early morn, on their child-taught 
knees, in the seeming presence of the Holy Virgin and the 
Disciples. • . 

With reference to the construction of this church, I saw 
nothing which would distinguish it from others already 
mentioned ; however, it seemed appropriate and suitable to 
the wants of a quiet inland town. This church looked aged 
and indicated on its sides an undeniable evidence of a fear- 
ful convulsion having taken place, which may have been 
radiated from the volcano of Colima, so near, and from ita 
height, apparently hovering over the consecrated spot. 
. In the rear and northwest of the city, there stands a 
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xnound near five hundred ieet high, now proud in shape, 
oreriooking the vailej of ZapetUu^ iuA ftt- y Ite wAi/ 
rfd68 of Tolcttntc CoUnnu In Jiiij of <l W5) thte 

became noted in the pa^es of Mexican history, as beinc: the 
stronghold where Geneial Comoiiibrt pianted his arliiieigr 
to cannonade and storm the town^ in eaae^of itot ^mrimm^ 
diate surrender of the Santa Anna party. This pat1^kaT<' 

tbiiified themselves in trenches and behind redoubts, as 
though out oi danger, and also, behind atone buildings, coukl 
net be persnaded to befiet^ that yie nei9k|[pqnits of lindiiBi 
nnder Comon^brt, would be a^n tp^le^ 'tMr pieoea m m 

to toucli th< in ; therefoio, they were determined not to 
relinquish their position till tor red at tlie points of ])ayQpfttfi, 

A few Tonndi of cfUMStftr lflid%ali^ soon j ^ i rtue ed^tiianiHte 

tbe eontrarj ; 'and the eity-MUft'lieiiig Mall, Mre 

overcome by the enemy, numbering fteverai thousands, 
which, had been gathered unto ytt^;i^e^^|^[pi^^ 
motion^ down a modiamtdj sleep d W H ^ My^ - "OirltmofBl of 
the determined resistance of this city to the forces of Gen. 
Comonfort, it waSy when taken, gjyen jjp to be sacked lor 
two hours by his 8oidier%^withoqt^^n7 raMi^n^ wikieii he 
promised them^ at the eommeneement^of the mege, in' eaie 
of much delay to surrender, that he might thereby infuse 
them with ready and quick action, and with determined 
seid for his cause ; although this determinatioo oaMippHy 
he had communicated to the dtieens^iirior te^tM^ tidng 

overcome and forced to tiy to their court-yard gate?, w hich 
are a mere slieil in form of a barrier against canister and 
innsket balls. In this engagement, manT^Uiras wete iM'ta 
both sides,' but more on the defensiye^ th«i the ^fltoalM ; 
and many of the stores and private residences wwe pierced 
by balky dismantled, and sacked-of ali their valuablea» For 
this act of cmelty and warfare towiavds- the eltiaiiaa^rftAh 
t»o&n, Gen. Comonfort has been much censni^din bis own 
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country, and perhaps, it maj carry with it the external 
aspeet oT an ooDeeeasaiy infliction ; but before the pen, for 
this aet^ has shrouded hb name in black, and deigns to 

transmit it to after ugeSj it iiuiy b«j well to eiK jiiire: "wbui 
were his forces ? how were they rulated to him, except by 
sangainarjr exploits and heroic deeds, and large expecta- 
tions ^ how had he created them ? how could he move them 
II ml rf^tain llieni in Ins iaterest and rufoniiaiion ? aiid liiuillv, 
who were his opponents? how had they treated refunn^ 
the public good since coming into power ? and what had 
they apparently done to promote public peace and pros- 
perity in the oounti'v for more than twenty years past I" 
^ After this, Gen. Comootbrt, 114 the rapid strides of his march, 

met with Httle or no opposition in the western portion of 
the Mesiean Aipahlie. Colima, and Guadalajara, as with 
other slroQgholdi>, ieil into ids hands, as if by natural im- 
paise* 

• ' Adios, 

-, : r- --^ ... I , 
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LETTER XLIV. 

^lodneCknit oflke Valley of ZspottsB— Yoleano d« O^Jdm— Departui* ftr CoIlM* 

on Muloback -Trail -Post Master of Collmn tmvpled with Country Aspect- 
Bright Monilng— Flatoau at the southenst Iia«p of Mount Ci lima Conception 
of It— Fro€lactioQ8— Volcanic Matter Breaklast— La Uarlu tie el Gobiemu— iiU 
Plan d« Ia Bammet tolwe el Camlno d« Collma Its CharaeterisUea— Hacienda 
da ai Plan da La Barranca, a Sagar Ks tide— De scription of. an l Machinery- 
Dinner — Sleep — Starlight— Departure - l onlla - Description uf- Many Sugar E»- 
tatea— Hacienda de Lonm Alia— Quality of the ^ce— Country adapted to Agri- 
cttlture— Coimtiy Configuration. ■ f , ■ ■ ^Ji^* 

■ 

Amigo Mio I — The productions of the vallej of Zapotian 
are Bimilar to those of Sajula ; though I am onder the im- 
pression that more sugar-cane is caltivated here ; still the 
advantages for irrigation, I should suppose, to be nearlj^he 
same. The manners, habits, aud customs of the citizens 
mid the country people, and their dress, living, and style of 
architecture, reminded me of what I had already seen. The 
distance from this city to that of Colima, in a direct line is 
near forty miles ; but the volcano of Colima, with its numer- 
ous ridges and gulches occupies such a position a9 to make 
it a circuit of eighty miles. This volcano will engage my 
pen for a while when I shall have arrived at Colima, and 
shall be coQfitdering the picturesque seeneiy of that^-vaUey* 
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Having traveled to the end of the stage road in this direc- 
tkm, tkefe being not a traffideiil travel or energy to eon- 
tinne it on 'to Golima, I fonnd it neoessmy to engage a 
servant with three mules to take my baggage, and accom- 
paay me to the city ot Colima. 

Being att read^ on a beautiful morning in April, my 
baggage having been ^packed on on^ mule, and mj servant 
on another, I surmounted tlie third, and biddinor adieu to 
tlie <jitj of Zapotian at three o'clock, A. M., we departed, 
skiiiiiig the .base of the volcano somewhat in the ibrm of a 
haM eiidft* Befove-I bad traveled many miles, I fell in- 
with a Mexican gentleman, his son, and servants, all well 
mouuteid luid ai'iiied, aad aUo, bound I'ur Colima, whom I 
aeeompfmied thus far, and whom I found, after my arrival, 
to'bei the poistniaater of that place. He appeared, as I be- 
came casually acquainted with him, to possess in an emi- 
degree Luose bland andcourieuu-> ciuiractensiies, which 
• ttBg&e aut mil-bred Mexicans* I understood him to be a 
aatlveiof Gnadak^aira, hot that he had lived many years in 
Colinut, called tierra calientc^ by the natives. He possessed 
a tund of information and was liberal in n i distribuiioQ, 
when interrogated^ and seemed desirous of knowing mudi 
o^the^pieculiarities, productions, and settlements of Califor- 
nia, and the United States generally. 

We Huveied on till ten o'clock, when we arrived at a 
mmitttain mnrhn an adeep glen or apparent gorge ; here we 
alighMd-wd put op for three, hours and took breakfast 
The base of the volcano was on our right, and appeared 
bffokfia. into mai^y ridges and deep ravines, however, in 
p)Mea^> fringedvwith a scrubby growth of various kinds of 
oaka^ while bench and valley lands, still of a small level 
surface, stretched along under our feet, and extended far to 
the- left. The mountain ranges through this region, had the 
Mpao*«£4iewer formaitions than any.I hadas yet witnessed; 
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surate with any notions of geometrical measurements. 
Never did I bei«*id a couiuiy beiurc, |>res4iiiUjag so gener- 
aUj the rnork^ and ngm ot' Ikayiog been eeo^ yolcnie t Hur 
thousanids of seeming, yet small cnitensallnietedolir«tlaH 
tiuii, hollowed out to our view, as if by intense |ieat,aiid tue 
action of gaseous substanrps lar erobusomed. 

This morning being bright, my epirits ebuitic^aadYidta^ 
along leisurely, I gave myself np to the eonleilipladMt <tf 
the volcanic chain ol mountains, beginning in latiiude iony- 
8ix degrees south, in South America, md traveling wmt- 
what ridged in form, till its atriTal in latitude eighftetti do* 
grees Tiortb, in North America, where I discovered it, in 
tracing its characteristics^ prolonged in a great plateau, 
until it reaches the twentj-«econd degreOi Tlim |i 
doubt in my mind from the view which I was able to iiate 
of this present consideration, but that the plateau, in part, 
owes its existing form to the circumstance ot an ancient 
system of valleys, in a chain of primitiTe mmtalBSy Iwviaf 
been filled up, to the depth of many thonaand feely^fRth 
TarioTO volcanic |>i'othicts ; as earth and alkalies mixed, 
and ejected in intense ignitiou. 

The agricultural productions- of this regioii of co w il i y , 
wherever susceptible of improvements and oulti^a<isii> 
possess the same characteristics us about Zapitthiii aiui 
Sayula ; maize, beans or irijolf and sugar-cane, prevailing* 
Moreover, some portions ol' it abounded with floclBi. yMMl 
herds, roaming on the hills and mountain sides. ThOoiid 
ing springs and streams we occasionally passed, lent a uhanu 
to likic seeming solitude aud grandeur of hoary i^ge%^aiWf 
and then rising to checker our vision* ' .* * » \, 

Hero, as in Chile, volcanic matter mQSlh«fii,fii»oristaP» 

nal indicaUun^j l-»ur,-i through the primilivi.^ torn lat ion vi' 
rooks, and spread us liquid combioatioos ovor ti^Hi i ^JM^y^ 
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inf in luxurious verdure, leaving many a projection and 
peak, yet to be seen. 

Having foreakfosied on breads chooolatey eggs, chickens, 
frijoles, tortillas^ and car^ eon chile ooiorado, and couched 
awhile to rest our wcaiieJ ianbs, we had our mules 
re-packed and re-saddled, and on .we went, taking a birds- 
eye yiew of the Bmall vaUey we were then in, which and 
the trftct we had to pass through till our arrival at el plan 
de JMifi-aaca, uventy miles dis>taMt, asrfimilated very much 
with what we had observed twenty miles in the rear o£«>us. 
Upon a small ridge of table land, after haying traveled 
alon^ near ten miles, we arrived at la Garita of tlie Gov- 
ei'iiiiieijt, where we louiid it nocesijaj'y to pay two reales, 
which I understood were to be used in repairing and 
impvoying the traiL This contributipn laid upon the trav- 
elin<r and paekinir eommunity, though pmall, is a common 
usage in Mexico, between large commercial cities and the 
portB; and in the course of a year, at esta Garita, it must 
amount to several thousands pf dollars, and I should judge 
for my."5elf. that hut little of it went to improve the trail. 
Este Piaii de Barranca is the outer edge of a deep glen or 
callada about two thousand feet descending ; both down and. 
up it, there is ^ trail, for one or two miles, paved with cob- * 
ble stones, and protected by a wall three feet high, laid in 
cement* This labor, I was informed, had been performed by 
the Spaniards while in possession of the country. So well 
constructed and adapted with sewers and side passages to 
tui ii I he tropical rains off, that it stands the lapse of time 
wiihoBt showing many evident mark$ of abrading or dele- 
riofaCioD^ • On rising this gulch, it was sunset, and in one 
fooTt^ of a mile, we reached an extensive sugar estate, 
where we all rude into a spacious court-yard, alighted from 
OOrmnles, and put up tiH three o'clock the next morning. 
Bete Hacienda de el Flan de Barranca, is situated on a 
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declivity, somewhat resembling a broad spur of the vof- 
cano ; although X discovered it to be coosiderabij broken^ 
yet renmrkablj pioductiTei matoring sugar eanetoMto 
cut from eight to ten feel long in one year, and areraging 
nearly two inches in diameter, and possessed of a saccharine 
matter, resembling the cbnsistency of iumey'^ew. it is oo/ 
and to the right of the trail mostlj, as we were tnmiiDg 
to Colima. The proprietor liTee in the dtj of Donego, 
and visits this place perhaps once a year; however, he has 
a superintendent to take charge of all his affiurs and appur- 
tenances bdonging to the estate. 

The residence is on the Colima and Gaadalajara tnul, 
and consists of a building made of adobes and plastered 
with a cement on both sides; being one stofj highytme 
hundred feet' long by eighty wide, haying in the oenter^ 
a spacious court-yard, and within, a portico all around ; and 
on the outside^ a portico in front of the house. The waUs 
had the appearance of being three feet thid^| and the roof 
of being terraced and covered with cement. This bnikl- 
ing is adapted to a family residence, the use of servanta, 
the public travel^ the storing of grain and produce gener- 
allj) work-shopSy and in the northeast comer of it^ fronting 
the trail, there is a small store for the accommodation of 
the operatives on the hacienda, numbering not far from six 
hundred. The sugar-house I did not see, as it is .situated 
one mile from the residence. 

Several years since, the proprietor s^t to the United 
States and imported a complete apparatus for making ^ugar 
on the improved system, as practiced in Louisiana ; but I 
was most lamentably informed here, that owing to there 
being no foundry or machinists in this region of country, 
understanding it, nor the keeping of it in repair, nor those 
prii^cipleB which should govern its application, he had 
been, after repeated eflbrte, and sinking near one hmidrad 
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thousand dollars in various losses, forced to ab»indon it and 
htm f*ee«iifee to the old Bjstem, perhaps in use by the Cla* 
nese^hiwtiiOQaaiid y ears ago or at the present, or among the 

Ar;il)ians at the close of the tiurteenth century, when the 
sugar eaue was iirst liUfoduced iato Arabia iVom China. 
This old system h in general use throughout the Republic $ 
ft&d palmps forty, yea, thirty years since, it may bare been 
known nmonor th** Creoles? of Louisiana; and even it may 
be practiced among soma of them up to the present time. 

^Hht^ hm ^ OUT depaitnre came, as we had been awak« 
ened by the noMe «f -our servants in getting ready ; and 
footing our bill*, being a dollar each for diinier and iodg- 
iof^we so0n bade adieu to the fair environs of el plan de 
Bmramm^ many si mile we rode along, ere twilight had 
w^n- her coarse in the east, 

Tlie distaiK'i' fVoiii pI phrn de Jln-ninra lo the 'city of 
llWIimSj is considered Ibrty miles, and the most oi this tract 
0f«ieoMtfy «eemed to flatten and widen out, presenting 
flUiidfos ramMtfs f haciendas to either the right or the left, 
abounding with streams and springs of wiitt r farther up 
\k% mountain ; with horses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs ; 
^Mk^mk^ ^nft, maiae, and rice fields; and also, with 
groves of orange trees, plantains and bananas, and the dif- 
ferent .species of custard- apple. These ^eeincd to be the 
AaWtftertsticB of 4he country, till our arrival at Colima; 
nhiiwigh^ I d0 not wish to oonvey^the impression that these 
even sparse settlements indicated an3Pthiji^ like what the 
couiilry ndoht be compared lu, were its constituiioual laws 
and political regulaUons^ such as to guarantee firmness and 
aafiitj IB the investment of capitaL At six o'dock, we 
ali^ited by the trail side near a sugar-house, and called at 
the resideucc of the pioprieior, where wu were regaled 
thus early with a cup^ of chocolate and tortillas. Ij^sta 
Utitomli ia.well watered and appeared to We a popular 
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tlon of three hundred, iiviog near un PueUo pequekOf 
caUed Tmnku 

•TmTding akng, aawe hftd before daf-Aightf we dkooir« 

ered it to be the practice on the sugar estates, to work all 
night ; and sometimes on SundajSi I was informed that 
tkey laljoired. 

Tonila. is Mtuated near the base of the Voleano of 

Colima, commanding on cither side a beautiful and highly 
fertile country, and about twenty-five miles northeast of 
t)iB city of Colimfti The MH&oe of the country ac^aceni 
to this Tilkge ; as wcU as the region aronnd, is mack bfo* 
ken, and in many places would seem to impress one with 
the conviction, that not centuries hiad elapsed since ernp* 
tioits have Uken place, and desokted inanj a bi^py epot ; 
for Tolcanic rocks frequent the sight of the traveler ion 
either side, in a half decomposed state. 

The popuiation, I should imagine, would not exceed two 
thoMaad, and from a glanoe at l^eir features and eotmte- 
nances, appeared mixed as at other places which had ikllen 
under my notice. While here, I noticed only a few good 
buildings, and ^a few etores or las Hmdfui bowcfver, one 
eluircb and nmict fimda drew from me -a monMnt's atteBtioa, 

and left but an ordinary impression. Through este pueblo 
there ripples a crystal stream^ serving the purpose of irri* 
gallon in the dry season, and exciting the yards, gitfdens 
and fidds- to emile, decked with a lovely green fr eatocs s^ 
which charms the eye and pleases the senses. 

Sugar-cane would seem to form the staple in this district 
of country, attaining a high degree of perfection, and yield* 
ing aboot three thousand pounds, per aere annually ; not* 
withstanding, cotton, |rice, maize, and the rearing of stock, 
enter into the productions and pursuits, yet to a limited- 
extent. Tropical fruits abound as eisewhere^ witk many 
of the same varieties, and arrive at perfection, maturing 
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into a rtdi mellowness^ wbiek warrants lo the consnmw a 
pleasure in tMe participation $ though nnrtnred by a care* 

less hand and an empty heart. - . , . 

In ibis purtion ot the country, and in traveiing along, we 
saw maaty ^gar estates of a similar character to the one 
mendoned ; but the population as I have frequently men« 
tioned, is fully nine-tenths colored or mixed with Indian 
biood« At somtj ot the sugar estates, the proprietors have 
it eO'lmilged as to do the^ro^n^ and boiling within the 
ba&kHngii and mider -sheds. Most of the syrup, when -ready 
to granulate, is turned into earthen jars with small holes 
perforated through the bottoio, 60 to admit oi" drainage. 
The sogass made in this region would bear no relative 
eoMparfsea. to those of Louisiana, as the Magatlangngara 
would not, which I have alluded to already. The Roman 
plow, good among these people to .supplant the iniprove- 
menfeso^ the present age, still seemed to he in nse ; and in 
fiusl^ ami of the implements which would have naturally 
suffffested themselves to man's necessities in tae most prim- 
itive ages of human progression. 

Wo^disttMWoted about eleven o'clock, at la Hacienda de 
LeasaiAtta, the heat being intense. Here we had breakfast^ 

which consisted of chickens, boiled eggs, tortillaSj came 
con Chile Colorado, and chocolate. 

The quality of tlM rice grown at this estate^ would favor* 
n})]y compare with the best quality of the South Carolina 
rice. The manner of separatintr the ^rain or kernol from 
the hull, observed here, and throughout the comury, is, 
sSbet haviiQg ptocnred a block of a tree two feet in diameter 
and three feet long, and hollowed it out two feet deep by 
eicrhteen inches wide, in till it hall lull oP shelled rice and 
then pound it with a wood< n po^ilo till the hull easily sepa- 
rates from the kernel ; and after this, the chaff is winnowed 
out by exposing it to a draft of wind, which cleans it. 
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makifligtt look bemitifiiify. TMne$^4fa^4miMgMpau 
of ooBntry pesembles the aqiiatic Idndy vluoli fefividmtod 

by overflowina^ the land several times, after it is planted in 
rows. In cleaning it, great care ii generaUj. tftkeiiiM>( to 
break tbe kernek, Ijhonld j«dge fimi Ito^peawmiii 
iiunHket% 

The resilience here with its capacities, resembles that de 
el fd(m de Barranca, where w« had put iOC tkfl pait 

D^ht ' This whole ^stnet <rf wvatay km ^Mtmid 
aspect of being well watered aad jutairabl^ isiaptei to 

agriculture and grazing. The configuration of the country 
for the past fortj miles^ bore iess e;?jyiimees „o£ being 
broken; still showing, howoYer, J&Smia^fBm99imh iwrf^ 
dent to volcanic regions. The population at tMs^Mttte^ I 
understoodi averaged nearly three hundred^ an(|.miud ait 
usnaL , ' ■'. »- c^M-rr i^co* 

^he hour for our departure having osoM^wOiMMMiii 
our mules and traveled forward at our leisure, and near 
five o'clock, P. M., we safely arrived in tlie city of Qoiuoa; 
where I put up for a few dajrs al I0 Fm d m dB i 
{Mimiti the proprietor being a Frenehaum 

man tamhien^ having some regard for himself and guests. 
In my npxt, I shall take a survey of the viH^ of Colim% 

and of what I hope to be of iatemt toijltpi^viMMW^ 
nearlj siMith of the city of Onadab(jaW » >f^ff^Dp.«i9»» 



' Adios, 



GnrcaQiajtt^V 




<m mm «kigam cordille&a. 
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LETTER XLV. 

Ride with Gov. Alvarez^ of tht Twrilory of Cc41iiw, to Visit «n Amerleaii^ flifM 

inilos distant— f^fnor Bamrv- -"Rftnm Yi'it to l.n Iltiprta de Gov. Alvarez at 
ihiH time— Its iixteiit--GoklL'n Fruit-- Valley of Coiima- -Rio dp C'riiima-- Volca- 
no of Cuiiinjft—Descripuun of— Crater—lixtiuct Craiei— Indians about it— 

. «f Barman Houses— Plaza— Citgr HaiiEei--Churcbet— Stores— Archlteetnfft— 

0*»rmnn Mercliaiits -rnruco Hrnrrln PonnlatJun of the Cttjr— FabriCM d« Al* 
<. lpodan.(|iB Civy«ta^ y cle liarmoniii— Jesuit Btuldiugi. 

< ■ • ^. - - 

, j|iMWin. jMfiQ 1 Hmrinjj; rnfrlj arrived and securely 
loigMi HI jselC wiUun la Fonda dB^Franp€9^ I w«8 eooh 
shown an apartment, being in the lower story and adapted 
U^W^. cpjaolbrtraDd convenience. The proprietor was alien- 
tlye td mj waota^ faavigig aboat himself servants- enougli to 
exMDto instttit orders. Undergoing an ablution and a 
change of aj)|)arel, I contented myself to remain at the 
Hotel tUi znonuogy b^bre going out to make observations, 
or tieat, mj reason with fresh aspects. The hotel is a 
one^ story bnilding, constructed of soft-burnt bricks, and 
plastered on bolli 6ide«» with cement ; having heavy duois 
and sash, vithk for windowsy^yet gratings on the out* 
tnia^^ipA aa ample eoart^yard ornamented with orange 
ti'^es ^et ia rows, around it^ and also in the center. The 
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walls are three feet thick, and the roof is terraced in the 
usual Mexican manner. The dining bell ringing through' 

my ears, I seated myself at table quite alone this evening 
as to persons, but nut lo good dishes, in the court-yard 
portico. This extends all around the house oo the mode* 
This table was, while I remained at the hotel, as well sup- 
plied with the substantials and luxuries of life, as that at 
la Fonda de i/ro, in Tcpic, My dinner being over, I soon 
retired to rent, and discovered this night, and atterwards, 
the nights generally ^through the whole year, tobeaa warn 
here as in Louisiana durinir the summer season. In t!ie 
moriiing 1 arose early aad ieii retrei^hed, tor i siept ssith 
the window open, the grating serving as a fuUffn^ecium, 

After breakfast, I walked out into 4he itfe0tS|> taking 
A\ itli me a letter of introduction to Senor Alvarez, Gover- 
nor and Cornmandante ot the Territory of Colima, s^nd 
Alcalde of the city. He received me oordu^^^uMknibi^ 
served that in the evening, htf would ac^mpany 'frtelfit his 
carriage to ihe residence of Senor Barney, 
from the State of ]^fr»=sachusetts, three miles north of the 
city, and near la Fahrica de Aljfodon d^'Oajf^k^kf^ 'W^AT^g 
the day 1 sanntered about without an i^ffbrt to note the 
passing or present scene ; however, evening soon came, 
when the tide of heat had passed away,' And I ^li^^ 
to accept of the kind offer of the Geh<»til. * * ^* 

Beincr seated in a Philadelphia coach, co*tiii:r here two 
tiiou-iiud tlollars, with a span ot mules beaiitiiiiiiy capjlri- 
eoned, costing one thousand more, the coachniM^' aii^^dflfMf 
in his business, drew up the rwi^iiiid lei AMNrMNlii 
prance throuerh the streets, over the cobble stone pavement 
for 80!ue distaiicc belorc we had eoiue into the outi?kirts of; 

the city. The road is nearly level and fs^mtkmpm^ 
Dients; our course' being up the river 

our left was the river bottom divided into small piotij ur 
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kftertaa, abounding in all tropical luxuriance, and fascina* 
ting io llitj ii^t: with iLa guiUeii iiutia peering thiough many 
a verdant iMid glossy leai'; wlule on our right lay the table 
land, being a feW feet higher and extending off manj a 
mile, rich and prodactive, abounding in maize generally. 
Having arrived, we iici>cciiduii lium iha coach and 
entered, the gate leading into the residence of Albert G. 
Barney, Esq* 

After mj introduction and short interview with, him, 

making ;i promise to return tlie next day, we deparicd, the 
lUeeds bounding into tiieir trappings^ high with mettle, and 
letoming by the way of the eity, and passing over elpuerte 
gran4$ tk. Otdinn^ which will shortly require my pen for a 
ciujiu lit, we called at his garden or hue/la Ue ^uyo^ umbia- 
cing an area of twenty acrea, where I beheld the produc- 
tioDB peculiar to thia climate, growing in the greatest 
exuberance^ In the center he has a spacious reservoir 
aiid baili Jiouse, Iroiu winch he could irrigate his garden at 
his will. 

. The fruita and productions growing in this region^ wUl 
require each a special notice in the turn I have contem- 

pliifed to adju^t them. Tlie valley of Colima pu.^^(>-< ^ a 
larger scope oi' productive land, and that too, adapted to 
tiie growths of hot cfimates, than any portion of the Repub- 
lic, which I have noticed thus far in the extent of my 
MexiciiJi travel.*.. Apparently it is situated in a basin or 
concave surface, surrounded with mountain ridges, ^xenpt 
on the 80ttth<<east and north-west, and extending to the base 
of the voleano. It is computed to embrace the superficial 
:irea ot one hundred square leagues ui arable land^ or near 
Mve hundred thousand acres^ which could be made to grow 
pveduee enough in bananas to sustain double' the present 
popolatioii of the whole Mexican Republic, were -it culti- 
vated to the oxteiu oi' its capacity ; ior 1 iuive been 
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informed bj gentleneii of pvaeticable judgntenl Id dweera 

and decide, that one aore of bananas thus cultivated will 
aiiard anipk aii«iteuance tor tkirij persons one year^ aik>w- 
mg each to consume two hundred ponnds. 

The valley generally carries with it a level, yet in aome 
phices, an undulatinc; surface, and is quite abundantly wa- 
tered by el riode Coliina, which ri'-os in the volcano andflowa 
southwardly. This serves to run la Fabricas de Ai^KMion^ one 
lea^e north of the- city, at a small villaf^ called San Cay- 
etano, and also, the i)urpose of general irrigation. It is 
not large^ except in the rainy season, though it seidorn or 
never dries up* The volcano of Colimay is sitoated twen- 
ty-five miles. northeastwai^Iy of the city, and bears in its 
active ^leculiarilies that grandeur and sublimity wliich one 
conceives of the terreidtnal veutt»f commimicattng with^iie 
Octroi tires of the earth. 

While here, I 'did not notice its discharging torrents of 
fiauie and siii,jUUi, — nor torrents of melted ii;;i;ter; but 
now and then, 1 arose early in the muniing, 1 obd^ved 
clouds oil' smoke and apparent ashes enveloping its eone in 
a shroud, and extending do?mward. Its altitude is eoowpn- 
ted to be not far from twelve thousand feet above ihu l<?vel 
of the sea, and consequently, it embraces the charade ris- 
•ties in point of cUmate, of the three zones ; first the MmtM^ 
secondly the temperate, and thirdly the frigid. The grewlhs 
at its base, and so on to its suuimit, bear^ ti^viuvut lUuaiia- 
trat ions of this position. 

The crater of the volcano of CoUma is near live hini!* 
dred feet in diameter, -with an orifice perpendicnlar ; And 
about one league north of tliis, liicre is an extinct crat( i or" 
an old volcano, the summit of which is irequently capped 
with snow, being twelve thousand seven hoodred and tiBi^ 
teen feet above the ocean, and serves as t» landmailriiestr' 
the port of Alanzauiiio, to guide the mariner. ,' ^r. *.^.<c 
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When torrents of lava had rolled down thii- ancient vol- 
cano yean maaj eruptions seemed to have taken place ; 
Ibr on- ridiiig* along bj its baea and* casting my eje upon its 
Isaw maay #agmeiits of lava, otherwise tinaoQottnted 

for, of singular phnpf^s nnd dimensions, seemingly broken 
up bj w under current oi* thk melted matter. About the 
base there are many settlements^ and even -up the sides, 
mixed aa^vsaal; -although I was informed that there lived 

iii:inv rrihes of Tn<li:iii9, po^iKessin? their pecuJiar aad prim- 
itive tcaUs ot ehuracter, acknowledging a superior in the 
gOTeinment, and themselves to be merely within the Chris^ 
tta&plde; though secretly clinging to many of their an- 
c-ient usages and customs with recspect to religious concern- 
ments, most tspeciaily. 

Many portions of* the side of this mountain are vastly 
fiurtile^aboiHnding in springs and streams, and yielding man 
ju-t such a paradise to live in, as he mi<^ht choose to throw 
around iiiin^eii. These Indian setuemt^nts have Akiildes 
appointed by th9 Governor of the Territory, and one of 
whom I saw. at Sefior Barney's on some private business, 
wliik I «ojour]ii <l nnder his hospitable roof. Reappeared 
like a man of cuiioi^quence among his tribe, and boic iii 
hia^MiAl contour the semblance of the Aztec race. His 
slep was firm, yet olasttc-^his gait erect, yet not stiff; his 
voice clear, yet not arroorant : his eye penetrating, yet not 
Uttbedewabie ; lus counteiiaoce sedate, yet not sad nor 
gleomy ; and his gesticulations free And easy, and gracetui. 
This u rn- son of the forest, around whose ancient home the 
briiliaut bands of civilization, have shed their light for 
more than tliree iiundred yeaJfS ! 

The chief productions among these Indian settlements, 
avOvUMiiae, riee, bammas, if^lanttuns and honey, with an 
abuiidancr of gtork of ;tll kinds. The crrass extends up 
tlw«deof this mountain more than six thousand teet, grow* 
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iag luxuriantlj through the year, and as high as a maa's 
)ieai] on honebaok* It ako abounds in trees of rtakm 
kinds ; the sise depending on the abitode. Its afaUe por« 

tious on its sides, are said to be remarkable to promote 
health and long life ; for many of the Indians live to the 
food old age of more 4han one hundred jearsi and then 
the J ev^ ifeem active and healthy. 

All American could easily frame in his own mind, frokn 
this slight description of the volcano, what might be made 
of its arable portions were it settled and cultivated as 
many parts of- the United States* ; :^ ^ 

The city of Colima appears noted, in a historieal view, 
from having been founded l)y the Great Captain," or the 
conqueror of Mexico^ — Gonxfis himself, after liis return 
from Spain^ between the years 1522 and 1524. ZacatoJa» 
at the month of the Balsas river, on the coast in the-8tale 
of Michoacaii, was founded at the same time with Colima. 
The city of Colima is situated on the plain of Colima, in 
ktitnde north eighteen degrees^ forty-five eeconds^ and lon- 
gitude west from Oreenwidh one hundred and three degrees, 
twenty seconds, and eighty miles from the port of Manza- 
niiio by the way of the trail ; the lake of Cuyutlan making 
it half of a circle more than the distance otherwise wooUi 
bcw It is the metropolis of this territory, and the depotftr 
merchandise in transitu to the vast interior. In this city 
there are lour wholesale German houses^ and une native 
whdeaale and retail store/ owned by the Govemor» Alva- 
rez. Each of these houses^ I was informed, receivee at 
least the importation of one cargo of foreign merchan- 
dise and liquors, in the course of a year, amounting to 
eight hundred tons burden. This ciiy is laid out regularly, 
the streets crossing each other at right angles ; however, 
they are narrow, and so are the sidewalks. The streets 
and side^mlks are paved in the same maaner as.oihec Mezi^ 
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can cities having already fallen tmder my obseryations, and 
ia PkoML pukUea^ being near Uie eentrei ornameiited in 
Bifltiiierw The puUie market of proviskms and t egetai> 

bles, is h(?kl on tliis srjuaro, embradng all the varieties I 
2zieationed in that at Guadalajara, aod a still greater vari- 
ety e£ tro^dd |»rodaetioii% and fruits of a rieher i0airor and 
far more fragifent. perfame. These I shall call year atten- 
tion to again. ^ ■ . 

, t The Church fronts the Pubhc Square on the northeast^ 
la n new bnilikiag^ large^ and well adapted to the wants of 
the eitiaens. Foreigners and the first class of Mezicansi 
attend church here as elsewhere T have mentioned in these 
ieUers. Fronting ^/^^om/m^^a on each side^ there is a 
mmisf retail ; stores and shops, Yeoding foreign mercfaan- 
4is% the home mannfacittreSy and the agricultural prodao- 
tions of the country. The citv abounds -with mechanics 
pecwliai! to the wants and demands ot the country in its 
pment state. - Hats, shoes, hoots, clothing, and earthen- 
ware are extensively manufactnred at this place for heme 
use ; but the tine ciotii is imported., 

fok.lhas eiiy^ one apothecary store fell within my notice, 
and ttisa at Guadalajara; neither of which would compare " 
with a second class dru<r store in San Francisco. No for- 
ai^per is allowed to sell drugs in the Republic, till he has 
iMfeo-'asaffc rigidly azannned ^before a hoard of physicians 
In dia Oit^ ef Mexico, which faet I presume mustf witfaodt 
question, «rive rise to so few foreigners being engaged in 
t^Ukt eommerciai line ; nevertheless, in this country there is 
a; rtwgyp^odioe exercised against foreign ph3rsicians« In 
impiiiiiinn wkh other countries, I met with few profes- 

e-ional jientleii^en, excr])t the elerffvinen, whuni i found ever 
feady to meet me liali way. to ali appearance, atlkble, bland, 
* €om teoaa and far from endeavoring id motion their creeds 
wlMindn'SOciial cottrersatioDi 



i^iyuk.L.^ Ly Google 
.1 



f78 TI4AVSL8 ON THK WfSTERH ILOFX 

Ths il^lo oC ftfcbitootMPS oiMWi'VCid- with fefemm to 
ohurdi, the midenees and stores, wmkl rather impress one 

wiih an effort to imitate the modern Gothic, and also, the 
Moorish order ; and the court-jards of the lattery bomg or- 
aemeated with fouitaiiiS) end trees of tiepical growth^ wemM 
seem to aaeimifete themidtee io what I here ee oStm ao* 
ticed in Mexican cities. 

The wholesale houses arc situated promiscuously in di^ 
ferent parts of tiie eity« Host of the Gerinan merehaote 
here, as at -Guadali^ara, Tepie and Miesflaw, appeared 
courteous, affable* and communicative jrenerally, m far as 
in their power ; however, I should inter from iucidental 
intimations, that were Amefican capitaiiste to come into 
Mexico and engage in oommereial parsvits, there might he 
excited and engendered ftiuch jealousy and consequent ill- 
ieeiing. Though among them there would be some noble 
exceptiqiis te this spiritf desifoae to moMqaolise the trade 
of the eoantry. * 

JBlpmnte grande sobre el rio de Colima^ en esta Ch'udad^ 
that is, the great bridge over the Colima river in this citj^ 
is wholl^r constmcted of roehs aad^slme^of a small sisei 
on arcades ; the cohimns of the arches heing eight feet 
apart, and the bridge eijrhty feet lon^. Each side is raised 
three feet higher than the surtace oi the bridge, yet sloping 
down fimn the oentcr to eaeh tennians^ and. agawst the 
walk inside ie a eentkmons seat, made of stones and cov^ 

ered with bricks and cement, where, of a star-light night, 
the citizens love to wander aud ftanntier awaj a few mo^ 
ments in the cool hreeae, eraated hj the mooataiB xmri 
. The style of dress, hoth iat ladfies and gentlen«s^ 
and also the lower classes, resembles that at (Tiiadalajara ; 
although their apparels are made of a lighter material^ I 
diseoyered) as the climate is much wanner. 
The population is compoted to he not far Aran tUrtjw 
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Uiouaandy oopsisdng of equally as many shades of color, if 

«ftm iHinber oTMeaieaiis $ %}» mixed and Indiuis woaki, 

from close observation, indicate a great prepomlerance, 
«V€n nineteen-twentieths of this ckias. The whole foreign 
jMpidalioii, aside ^eom Spaaiards, would nol, I ehoM jndgeiy 
azoaed tm faoBdrad souls ei^er in CoUma, Giiadalajani^ 

Tepic, or Mazatlaii; as residents of each of these cities 
4Beveraily. 

Za Fabriea 4e Aijfodan da Ga^Haho is attuated aboQl 
one league from the city, in a -nortiierly directaoo, and em- 
braces a be autiful ])lot of p^round for this object. It is on 
the east hank of el rio de Colima, and its wheel is propelled 
hj Ike momoitam of water, led throtigb an aqnedvct of more 
iSbm a mile in length, and mueb of it laid widi stones in 
mortar. Esta Fiibiica is one hundred feet long hj fifty 
£eet wide, of two stories high, coostructed of soft-burnt bricks, 
with a terraced roof^'and plastered *on both sides. Tl|e 
«Mirt>3rard and oat^boildings are spacious and wdl adapted 
in their design to promote the best interest of the factory ; 
the former is ornamented with a fountain and orange treeSb 
This factory runs sijs^ looms with all the appurtisnances 
reqninte for mannlacturing, and employs about one hundred 
and fifty operatives in all, when in full operation. It b 
eonsiderad in Mexico, that two natives will perform in a 
490tton factory, what is usually required of one AaMfioan 
apmfeiye, in the Stale of Massadihnsetts. Tlmir daily wages 
will average three reales, ranging from one real to five 
reales. These operatives live in the out-houses ju»i alluded 
to, and seem to be he^ppy iniiheir avocations. The cost of 
the factery, when the .constracdon of it took place under 
4he snperintendenee of Sefior Barney, in the year 1841, 
amounted to one hundred thousand dollars, divided into one 
hmdred shares ; and it is said to yield an annual jHrofit, 
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deducting aU disbaraeinent'^, of twenty thousand dollars* 
Seflor Baraej owns oti«<>tit'tb of the whole of this laetoiy^ 
•8 I was inibniied^ and one^iborth in a cotton and 9frinmnf 
fkctorv by the name of Harmonia, situated on the opposite 
side oi the river, and nearer to tiie citj. Much of this 
eoHon thread is sold to the natives in the oltj of CoUmat 
ibr the purpose of mannfacturing reboEOs and Tarioos other 
articles of home consumption. It is said to pay a higher 
per cent* than to weave it into domestics. The cost of this 
faetoiy is compnted at forty thonshnd dolkrs, and it, is eon- 
stmcted in a similar manner to the one already mentioned, 
and is propelled by a water wheel ; though the whole is on 
a much smaller scale, empbying thereby fewer operatiTeB. 
This factory is said to yield a net annnal profit of Xmkktf' 
five per cent on its original investment The price of raw 
cotton I'HUges from hve to ten cents a pound } but it is not 
generally cleaned so as to be adapted for nse, till it is m 
t^ugh the cotton, gins attached to the factories^ 

Near la fabrica de Algodon de liarmonia, I observed, 
one day in riding past, an old Jesuitical estabiishmeut dilapi- 
dated, and mouldering in the ruins of its ameUml gren tnc aa. 
It was here i^ter the conquest of Anahuac, as well aa 'ffter 
other fertile portions of the country, that the Jesuits en- 
deavored by kindness, adaptation, and insinuation, to ingra- 
tiate themselves with the natives iand make them 'toela*ta 
theip own luxury and magnificence, rather than meek disci- 
ples of Jesus as their oriier would very naturally lead the 
supposition. Had they not been held in check by other 
powers, and expelled from reUgioasassociation bytikefiMMn 
Bell published in 1773, in such a manner as to ha^ M«- 
tralized their power/ — the ambitiuu, aiTO«:ahce, and con- 
sumption of Ignatius Loyola and James Lainer, would have 
OTsrshadowed such eharacteristics in Alexandor Oisal, 
bqrying the name of him in the tomb of oblivion, and left 
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no loot-hold fer Kapoleen Bonaparte, to have predicalad & 

faint hope upon* 

Adios, 

Seftor, 

CXNGIKiKATUS. 
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LETTER XLYI. 

BxnlMMttiey of the Valley of CoUio^Its CaltiTatioii^Pyodnctlotw— Cettim^ 
Btee— Sugar— Coffee— Cacao Trees, and Their Nuts— Banana ancl Plantain 
T^e^ff — Description of— Pine Apples— Description of— DitTerent Species of Ati!:o- 
oaa — Falm Family— BeacrlpUon of the most Useful— 1 heir Uses and VaJue— 
THaarind Tto»-Itaniboo Cane— Jatroplui Manfliot, and Its Uaea. 

Ajmigo Mto : — Owing to the peculiarity and location of 
the Talley of Colima, tjropical nature has geemed from the 
multiplicity and ezaberance of her Taluable productionsy 
to have nnbofiomed herself and received the seeds of im- 
pregnation ; and feeling a genial, yet a stronger heat from 
volcanic fires, she ceases not to vegetate the seasons roundy 
except when the proud C!oliraa abandons its wonted banks^ 
and flows not its liquid column over the fertile plain, at the 
foot of old Colima's smoking fumes. 

Cotton is a plant which has been cultivated time imme> 
morial in Mexico ; the culture and manufacture of it being 
well understood by the Toltics and Aztecs. Its uses and 
application as furnishing articles of clothing have been 
handed down, with the wants of different ages, to the pres- 
ent day in its general culture among the Indians and the 
descendants of the conquerors. In the valley of Cohma, and 
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in regi€iis adjseent^ it is modi eiiltivatacly tlioiifli in tmall 

patches, yet not with care and due attention. The stapleof 
tte nankeen and green seed coitoo posj^e«s near the same 
quaUto as these kinds dQ,>^rowiDg in oiher conntrieS) but 
the Mack seed cotton is reputed to possess a much fineir and 
longer staple than that g^rown near tlie se<i,aiid on the isles 
near the sea shore in- the Lnited States. 

JUee and. sugar receive much lUtention in this Tallest; 
bat thdur cuIHyation is not pursued except-where the advan- 
tages with respect to irrigation may be easily attained. 
Tka amount oi' these several staple productions to the acre, 
is large, far surpassing that commonly gathered in the 
United Stateii off o^ the same area ; however negleetfnl the 
cuUivation may be practiced in this generous climate. The 
kind ot rice grown here is aquatic, white, and remarkably 
heavj. It is generally planted in drills or rows, yet some- 
times .sown promiscuously. The manner of planting the 
sugar-cane in this country, is nearly the same as in Louisi- 
ana, except lis being plained much cIoh r [onviher; huw- 

^vet; it ia cultivated and kept clean chie% by hoeing. Its 
cukmre by means of the plow and cultivator is unknown to 

the Mexicans. Kiiglish hoes, or tbose similar, are gener- 
ally used, which resemble the souihei n hoe8,.adf^pted to 
•lave labor. The sugar-cane, like the bamboo and Indian 
maise, beloDgs to the &miiy of grasses; and growing to 
the height of ten or fifteen feet, its broad leaves and large, 
silky panicles, give it a beautiful aspect. Here the sugar- 
cane Howers only after the lapse of twelve or fifteen months 
from the period of plandng it. 'The flowers are small, 
abundant, and clothed externally with numerous silky hairs. 

The cultivation of ihe.^e staples, cotton, rice, and sugar, 
«ii6 wonld suppose from the present vaccilating system of 
peonage, er that of depending upon peones for labor, could 
never, in Mexico, attain a flourishing condition, nor even 
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become abundant^ home eonsumption ; ibr if a capitalist 
^uld inTest his all in a plimtaticNi or mom haeieiijla and 
ItB AppfartenaaeeB, thtt natives ntght ssaOe at faiiiiy whan he 

wished their labor most, and going to their banana patches, 
bask in the sua, waiting for bananas to drop from the branch 
by the foree of gravitation^ rather than laboTf in Girder In 
satisfy their hanger. Notwithstanding the great disadvan- 
tages rising from the want of labor, the cultivation of these 
staples being attentive^ and prudently pursued, in this 
region^ bj a-few yft m i trs , amply rewanls their risks and 
expectancies ; for their issprovenents ana of the cheapest 
character. 

]^ this valley there are already begun several coffee plan- 
tations on a small seal^ one of which is owned -by Sefior 
Barney, who will have planfed this year, 1666, thir^ then- 
sand trees, in addition to twenty thousand trees which have 
already borne. From having been in cofiee regions prior 
to this, «nd the incidentair knowledge I have hence aeqoind 
in this respect, I am Miy impressed with the oonviclieQ 
that few regions possess more eminent advantages than 
this, to pcoiiiote this branch of agricaktire and commerce; 
and that too, With a quality of coffiM seldom exefeUed. 
From my observation, there k net that spirit n«f that study 
respecting its characteristics in the setting out, culture and 
limning of co^ trees in this region, liial one woold expect 
to flow ifrom the enormoos high price which oeifee berries 
usually bear in this market. They are worth by the whole- 
sale twenty-five cents a pound near la§ haciendas. Jn 
Goadah^ars, Topic, May.atian, and Guaymas, iSkey are 
mucU dearer, being worth finrty cents per pound by the 
wholesale. 

In this valley I observed several cacao trees in sucoessitti 
benring^ and I oaderitood that formeriy mnoh mone altea 
tion was paid to their ddtiTalioa than at present Iheem* 
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]f«ri0g'tiiiifr wkh olher trawtbat I had Men m to Uqiied 
9 tiia iii» rthiy I 'q^ii id ad laieittBerof ft May-ddte dierry tree $ 
^ir'Afe cacao tFC© both in size and shape, somewhat resem- 
bles a young cherry tree just comiiig into beariiig; but that 
ae ywto i Jjeag the, grtmnd into four <nr five stems, r The 
kwei'' eiiift AbcM iaehes m length)- smoodi, but iR>i« 
glossy, and tif ft iuU green color. The flowers are saffiroift*' 
colored, aati are very beautii uL The fruit ot the cacao tree 
t^bumk^ letenibks a eacmnber in shiipe, but is &im>weGl 
deeper-aailfaB sides. Bseetor, while gxowing is green, but 
as it ripens, this changes to a fine bluish-red, almost purple 
with pink veins ; or in s^ome of the varieties^ to a delicate 
yeUow^er lemM tooknr. Each oi'the pods eontains fieonr 
twwtf 'to-tkiitjr Mta or kernels, which, in slu^ are-not 
much unlikR almonds* aiul consist of a white, sweet, pulpy 
substance, enveloped in a parchment-like shell. As soon 
nmH^itmt is rtpe^ it is gathered and cut inte stiees ; and 
lile Mts^ being at Ibis time in a pulpy state, are taken out 

and uii -kins orlciivrs to ho di-icj. TIk^y have now a 
aweoti&h^acki taste, and may be eaten like other iruit Whea 
dtj/^fi^ aM pot iifpinto bags Ibr market These trees 
eonsmiy gro# from fifleen to twenty feet high, do not 
hraiirli ont m iiiiicli ;is many other iruit-beariiig trees; and 
ti^^mndred of them can bejiuccess^aUy cultivated on one 

i^hieh here woold remnaerate the planter at least fiftjr 
MiKts p«r^ti«e, and one hand or o^ratiye eonld tend to six 
acres of them, besides raising baiiuiia> ( nDiHjh to subsist ^m, 
^ Efi^ry where I cast my eye to observe iruit, I saw the 
kinaasixand plantaiir trees Fearmg their golden headsi laden 
wflJi Twest generous and- nutritions of the productions of 
tiitj eiW'tli, suitable lo the wanto ot a primitive, — yea, a pol- 
ishid peopie. ' The manner ef Arming a new plantation 

tMOiy is b^ taking shoots from one to thuee Ibet high, 
brukeu olF€hom the mother plant in its bearing state; and 
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in eight or nme months afler these shoots have been inserted 
into the ground, they will begiB^ to ^no their d p rt er^^apd- 

the fruit may be gathered in less than a yearfpom thetmie 
of planting. When the old stalks are cut down, in order 
to perpetuate the plantation or patch of them, end haaim 
a new coming harvest, there is always ibuiid aaioilg!tlieRii^ 
merous shoots which have put forth roots, one that will bear 
fruit three montiih later. It is considered amnnLr those in- 
ured to their growth, that the trees shooM he ireq^BCBtly 
succored, leaving one or two shoots,. that thelMt'naj be 
much enlarged from that circumstance. ^ These shoots, Iblto^ 
iiig trees so soon, may be set in rows icur or live feet apurt 
each way ; and each tree, -under good cutti¥atio% isu eon** 
sidered to yield at least forty pounds of Mit ^par yeai^. 
Thus a plantation of these trees is perpetuated without any 
otlier care, than that of cutting off the old stalks on which 
the fruit has ripened, letting Hhem and the leavea deom- 
pose on the same ground, which process is said to etfsaeli fl; 
therefore tliese f^crve as a fMiiTioient dressings. 

\\ itli regard to the characteristics of tiie Ininaua, it must 
be fully conceded to be one oi the most valuable kemties 
of nature bestowed upon man. It is a species -of Aegmns. 
iniisn. aii<l i> technically kuuwn hv the nniiK^ of mnsa sap- 
ientium, growing in most tropical countries, and iiaving 
leaves about eight feet long and one foot broad kk flw mid- 
dle, and fruit four or five inches loogf and in shape, ^ronjai 
bliii;:^ the cuciinilMM-. A\'iien ripe, the bauaiKi a very 
agreeable fruit, with a soft and luscious pu^^ and is ire- 
quently introduced in desserts, within the tropio^ andiifr.ie 
seldom eaten green like the plantain. I disoovieiM^iiN 
Mexicans to Lave a superstitious diaiikc ac» iu i uttiiig lUis 
fruit across, and they slice it always from end to ,«b^| iM^-^ 
cause in the former case, the section* preseitttdi iaMigtel^ 
n^semhlanoo to the instrument of 
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The Uauana is sometimes iried in slices. If the pulp of this 
fruit be squeezed through a tine wire sieve, it may be formed 
|]it» toudi loav«6y which) after having been properlj driedi 
maj be kept fof a long len«:th of tune. 

The plantain tree is nnnilu ]- cue of the most valuable 
gifts of Providence, to perpetuate and feed man in a tropi- 
cal^diniate. It is al8o another of the genns musa, and of 
the palm * tnbe^ known technically by the name of mitsa ' 
pai ;iiiisiaca. The stem of this tree or plant, is soft, lierba- 
ceou:», fifteen or twenty feet hi?fh. with leaves often more 
tfann feet kmg, and nearly two I'eet broad. The spike of 
flowers ia nearly four fejet long, and nodding. The fruit which 
sneceeds the fertile flowei» on-the lower part of the sffike, is 
ultcn eiffht or nine inches lonj?, and above an inch in diame- 
ter ; at it is green, bat when ripe it is of a pale yellow 
coldr,.and has a delicious sweet pulp. It is reputed to be 
one of the most useful fruits in the vegetable creation, and 
as soHie of the ])]ants are in bearinij nuxt of the year, it 
forms^ the entire sustenance of many of the iuhabitants of 
tropical countries. 
- The fhiH on one spike or bunch, is often known to weigh 
iroiii i^i>.iy to eighty pounds, wlien remarkably well culti- 
vated. In case of being used biv nrl. it is roasted or 
boiled when ftilly grown, and when ripe it is made into 
tarts, sliced and fried in butter, or dried and preserved as 
a avveetmeat. Five dozen phuiuims are esteemed sufficient 
toserve one man for a week, instead of bread, and wiii sup- 
port htm much better. The number generally grown oil a 
bondi, varies from one hundred to one hundred and sixty, 
and even sometimes run to one hundred and eighty. In 
this valley, with the advantages of irrigation, the slips 
fMAth6*Btandai*d plants are set out or renewed every 
month' in tlie year ; and a rapid growth in a young orchard, 
or h^erla de plantanos, h the consequence of good cuWva- 
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tkn^flndin ten mooths fram pkuidDg or B«UingUie ^MK>t% 
ibe hiubiuidmaii ma j look for an lunple return for ius labor. 

There are several varieties of the banana ; some are much 
larger, but never in ripening attiun thai gugarj aweetneaft 
so commoo to the amaUer kind. 

The pine-apple ie another Taluable prodnclioii of this 
lovely valley, and is distinguished hj its size and peculiar 
spicy flavor. It is extensively cultivated, and requires no 
nuMTO attention than the culture of beans; the terminal 
tufts <^ leaves for re-prodncing the fruity may be set two 
feet apart each way, producing thereby more than tan 
thousand pine-apples on one acre. As a fruit, it is Usually 
pronounced the tirst class in the world, and it was ongiaaUy 
disooYered by the Europeans in Peru. The leaves are 
canaliculate in fom^ and spiny on the margin ; the stem 
erect, and about two feet high ; the flowers blue and united 
in a dense spike, which is crowned at the summit with a 
tufit of leaves ; the berries in ripening unite and give to this 
spike somewhat the form of a pine ccme, but it is much 
larger. 

Here I noticed among, the several varietiesi one called 
botanically the B. pinguin, having the fruit separately in 
dusters, and not in a cone ; the leaves of this kind afford 
a fibre which is manufactured into cordage, and sometimes 
into cloth by the natives. » 

From the pine^ple is made very- good wine, which 
turns in about three weeksi hut recovers by longer keeping* 
In the tropical countries, the fruit is often preserved entire 
by the rich, and when taken out of the syrup it is iced with 
sugar. 

Here I also noticed the Mamey, and Chirimqyayor cus- 
tard apple, growing in great perfection. As to the flrst, 
the tree appeared as large as the butter-nut tree in the 
United Statesi and its fruit is near the siae a^ shape of a 
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goose egg ; and whea ripe, the pulp is of a reddish or 
pink color, emrelophig a kernel about the size and shape of 
an almond, though smooth and of a brown color. The 

fruit of this possesses rather a sickish or insipid sweetness, 
and to like it is a taste acquired. That of anuthei kiiid, I 
noticed) ^seems to be a much smaller tree, about the size of 
achen^er plum,>and under good culture bears a fruit 
rather larger than a goose egg, and of that shape. When 
npe, the riiid iuoks yellowish, and also the pulp ; this is 
fuii of seeds which are near the si^e and shape of water- 
jneloii seedByand it has a most luscious and spicy taste. 

This class of tropical fruit is recognized as the custard 
apple. Ill their character, these are blossoni-buariiig trees ; 
the^ bark^ is smooth and i^ther of an ashj color, and the 
. iorm of the leaves somewhat lanceolate, of a pale greenish 
<jomplexion. One hundred of these may be cultivated on 
an acre sucf '^^fully, aud each be made to jicid three dol- 
lars worth of iruit per year. 

In this prolific region of country, 1 observed several of 
tin most useful species of the palm family, the pride of 
the tiTopics, and more than any other contributing to give 
a peoolisEr and Imposing character to the vegetation of these 
regions^ Their lofly, straight and unbranching trunks, 
crowned at the summit by a tuft of large, radiating leaves, 
gives thorn an aspect entirely unique, and far surpassing that 
of other trees in majesty. Aside from the grandeur of 
their appearance, many of them hardly yield to any other 
vegetable in useful properties. They belong to the mono- 
calyledunuuy division of plants, and have their parts ar- 
ranged in threes or one of the multiples of that number. 
The calyx has six divisions, more or less profound I the 
stamens are six in number, and the (ruit consists of a bewy 
or drupe, composed of a pub-tauce .sumctiniv s hard and 
mmlfy tat nidre o£^ fleshy or &brous, surrounding three or 
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Betiallyy h single one^eded nut. The stem is umpJe^ or 
jrerj rarely braoduogyaad isaoilatiied bj a mass^rf filmos 
lOotB at the base. 

The species of the palm familj of plants are quite nn- 
merous; and among the more useful of the palms nuiy be 
meatioiied the ooooa^ut, the lago^ and tbe date. Tboogb 
•eue of the pafaa fiunilj attain the atatore of tieesy yet la. 
some of the species the stem rises only a few inches above 
the surface of the ground* This stem is round ; but mter- 
aally the fibres are arranged in fiuciole^ and not is oeii- 
centrie cirole% as with trees geaeraHy. The - stem is 

covered externally with the sheaths of the fallen leaves or 
their cicatrices, and is terminated with a tuft of pinnate 
or fiabeUi^Mrm leaves. The center is soft^ while the eir- 
ennfereiKe is firm and hard like horn. From the nidst 
of the leaves arises a simple or branching spadix, on which 
the numerous small flowei-s are disposed, and which at hrsty 
is enveloped in one or several spathss or sheaths. t . 

While in ihe valley of Cduna, and eontemplafing the 
bounties of Providence bestowed upon man, I noticed with 
much attention and admiration the wise economj in. nature 
with reference to the amoant she mif^t sustain en an acre 
4£ ground, without confliotmg with the usual routine €i 
4ittier productions. In this respect, I saw the cocoa-nut 
palm planted among coii'ee, cacao, plantain and baoaoa 
tcees» and idso^ among 8Qgar«ane and other staple growths, 
towering high and servug as a screen to liioie tender veg- 
etable-like trees, which the intense heat of a tropical sun 
not uuirequently tends to blast. These palms planted in 
this manner, demand no extra cultivation from the growths 
among which they stand, and may be set twenty, feet a|Murt 
eadi way, givmg thereby about one hundred trees to the 
acre. The cocoa-nut tree first produces fruit when seven 
^r eight years old s alter which each tree yi4GlsneBfip4l^ 
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Irom fiity to ft Imadrad nuts, worth in Ifats region of Mttdec^ 
tbP6« esnts^ Mioh^ vHio manner of propagation observed 

with respect to this kind, is to prepare a plat of ground 
- where it can be pleniituUy irrigati^ d during tiie dry season ; 
and iben -tfao nsts nwj' be set out two feet apart.ln each 
AimlKm, etee being taken to endtfrate and irrigate then 
wliL'Ti required, till they are two years old, when they 
liiiould. ear( fully taken up, and transplanted to the 
etohart yotttdt dwignated for their bearing; 

ISUe eoeOMmt w ft wiaed]^ fruit, of an oval shape, from 
three or i'our to six or eight inches in length, cov rrt d w ith 
a tiljious husk, and lined internally with a white, hrui and 
iMif kmei ^ This tree (eocos nncifera botanical^- 
ealled) prodneing the ooeoh^nnt, and being of the paton 
family, oltcii v.l<v> as it [dumbed by a master builder, Irom 
forty to sixty feet liigb, having on its^ summit only leaves' 
Of; hnmohes^ whieh appear like immense foathers, eaeh 
fmnte l m *'^ fifteen- feet long, three foot broad and wingedn 
01' ihefle, the upper orses are erect, the middle ones liori- 
SEoutal, and the lower ont^ aro di'(topi^g. The iruuk ia 
saksdl iliaigh^ an^ marked with the scars of the follen 
iMMai 'Tho-^BiiiB hang' from the snmmit of the tree in 
eiik»lers of a dozen or uiore together. The external rind 
oiikerJiiil has a smooth surfac%and is6f a soniewhafttrian^ 
^oi^mkufe*' Thi»«iieloses an e^Etremelj fibms substance 
o€ estMbsrahle thicknessy which immediatelj surrounds the 
nut. The latti^r has a tiiick and hard sheil, w illi three 
holes At tha base, eaeh closed with a black membrfCne. 
Theit mnsil tbafc lines the sheU^ is sometimes an inch1n thick«> 
ness, and encloses a considerable quanty of sweet and 
watery liquid, oi a whitish color, which ejijo^s the reputa- 
l|stt> o# mlk^ The kernel of the nut in taste somewbat 
l is eiriM ee^th»ffltwBrt» and is used as food in Tarhws modw 
^ressiug. When pvessed iil a mfll, thej jiM Bit oQ^ 
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wlii^ in some coantries, jsihe^riyi^tta^ jti toWwi^ 

whfeh, when is equal in ({iKtiitj to jflui^' <tf "iMhiajfti 

The liiilk or iliiid contained in t)iL> nut is an exceedingly 
eool «id agreeabifi beverage^ which, wheA.^good, goBiewto 
Tesembles the kernel in fl»Tor. The^ibmiB IsiiAMM^B 
which ehvelope the ebeoa-nnt^ 'aftw* 'Iwing be eii^wwfce i 
for some tiiiie iii water, become soi'L and reinaikabiy 
pliable; tliej are then beaten in order to- tee them firaxn 
the other substances With ^ich ■ they mra ■ iiHitBiipiij^iiiwii 
which fall away like saw dn^ ihe stringy paii 'aiilj'^f^ing 
left ; tlii^ is tkcu spun iuta long yarns, woven into i^ail- 
dothyor twisted into eables, even ^ for large . yesiohi j :gi>a 
cordage thus manufactured is4n seTSMl r cs y < « i fe | > r i ll ii iw i 
ble to that brought from Europe ; but par^ei^ffy for the 
advantages which are derived from its lioating in water. 
The, woody shells of the nuts sure so hard aato<raeeiMi^ 
high polish, and are formed into drivkngicapi^tiMMi^apa 
much used iu the southern portions of the United States, 
and tropical countries; and also iut^ other domes^tic 
ntensilsy which are sometimes fTprnfiitrly" ntiumtjwLiiM 
silver. ^On the summit the coooa^^mt fsn^iim IWfcir 

k'lives at their springing up, are folded over each other, so 
as to somewhat resemble a cabbage^ These are vOeeasioa; 
ally eaten in place of culinary; greeniy andf^iai^flMflii^ 
delictoas fpod^ though expensive, bmfig' al'lhe^liiilMii^ 

of the tree. Aoion<j; the natives of tliis eonntrv, the larger 
leaves are extensively used lor tlie thatching. ot^ Jituildiugs, 
and are wrought into baskets, brooms, m^t^^slM^ 
mocks and many. oUier usefdl 'articles fiNf^4MiriiiBMMC 
Tli<j trunks are made into boats by the nativen of' the 
tropics, and furuigh them timber for the construction ot' 
their Ifonses ; »and when their central is >cte8reii|M|^4M|^ 
fyha ezeeUent gatters for the cenveyaa(* d^jMli^^ 
whilst growing, the-body of the tree be boredj white. and 
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sweetie liquor ej(^udes ijrom the woun4 which is called 
toddy. This I noticed was collected iii ¥688618 of earthen- 
ware, atad^t k mucb eateemed as a beverage. It » highly 
iiuaiLiuii- and stomachic. When fresh it is very sweet ; 
in a £bw hours U h&Qom&s somewhat ivcid, and in thi^ state 
k 1^ pevfeefcl^ igreeabie ; but in the space, of twenty-four 
horn k k "ConpleCid Yinegar. By disdlladon, this liquor 
yields an ardent .spirit, sometimes called rack, and is uioi e 
cstaeoied' than that obtained hy di-tilhition frouxicttor 
nigar* ^ if boiied with quick-lime it thickens into a syrup, 
whidi^ IS much liked by the natives. 

let' this rtigioii ot ( oUQtl'y, and towards tlie aea <:oast, 

and^«p flod down it Irom a short distance out of the port 
of ManaaaiUo, I nodoed another kind of palm^ botanically 

called sagus Runiphii, and to aboond seemingly without 
end. It grows wild, forming extensive and sliudy iure^is, 
which i <yseovered most agreeable to me, when^ wishing to 
w affa M W ttavd mid^ their extended branches. The trunk 

is uprisrht, and is crowned at the summit with a tuft of pin- 
ASUed leaves, compuaed of very iiuuierous, long, nariow, 

aineatli JUid pointed letUiets. The fruit k about the size of 
a pidkitfs t egg, eovered with shining scales^and k edible. 

lu the region oi it«? abundant growth in this country, an 
aa^aiieive and growing business is pursued by the natives 
in gathefiag tlie mits and pressipg them in a primitive look- 
Ing^mfll^ 'Which pfOoess k called manuiacturing palm oil. 
It h much esteemed and readily sold in the inland markets, 
aodaiso, to loj * iun vessels. The trunk contains a farioa- 
eeow "pithy which k a. very wholesome aliment* .Sago k 
mada^firomift, as from that of most other palms. For thk 
purpose, the pitli i- takuii uiu, bruised in ll mortar, and put 
inte^a cloth strainer ; it is then held over a trough, and 
watv Mng poured in, the pith k washed through the 
itiaiM kto the trough bek)W i the water then being drawn 
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off, the sago U taken out and dried for use or tranpporta- 
tioo. It is highly esteemed as an article of food. Sago is 
granulated in a manner -similar to4hat adopted in tlie pse* 
fmradon of Tapioea, ma^ from the fMoiocy «iHueii'i itefl 

shortly mention as Ix-iiiL^ Wnuul indigenous to Analmac. 

In taking a more ampie survey ot las huertas de la ciu' 
dad d$ OoHmoi or ^e gardens of tile ci^fF of ODliflB% I 
obeenred sdll 'iuaotker Tariotjof the paibm fiimiljrv^laimr 
generally as the date palm ; though of this class I saw 
but few, yei I could really discover no reason why this 
palm would not. flourish a» well here and in ttesDOliienr 
poitions of Galilbmiay and tif the United SMeB, «rm the 
region of Bilednlgend. This is a mafestio tvee^ rieiiig^ild^ 
feet and upwards ; the trunk is striiight, t^imj^k', scaly, 
elegantly divided bj ring^ and crowned at tke auiau^.b^^ 
a tuft of werj. long pendant leaves. The ieaieeai^ ten 09 
twelve feet loa^, oomposed •of < alteraatO' nairolr ibUotesf 
fuMtjd longitudinally. The male and leaialc iiovveris are 
Upon different trees. The fruit is disposed in teaor 4w ei V 
verj long pendent bunches. This, palm « repiodveedifteaE 
the root^, or shoots, or by planting theaai^of the fas tpe s itr 
the earth, which is the most approved mode, i'mnale 
plants maj be selected, while a few matos^ scattered h&M 
and there, are quite suffioient* Gbeat fage abeuld hi lahisa 
to water them frequently, and protect them fixm thi^^mye 
of the sun, till they liavr takcii rout, IManls raised by this 
method will bear truit in Hve or six years; while otheiv 
wise, fifteen or twenty years mi|^t be xeqnired*. Wktm 
the male plant is in bloom, the pollen is isoIleotedatidaeiiK 
tered over the female flowers. Kaeh irniaU; produce?* ten 
or twelve bunches every year, which, wlici^ gathered,, are 
hung up in a dry place^ until so muoh, of theie moislsraiili 
evaporated, as to allow of their being padoed^ : ThedMl 
is an oval, soil, drupe, having a very hard stone, with a 
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longitudioai furrow on one side, and when fresh, I discov- 
ered it to possetti a deliciove perfume and taste* Dates are 

sugary, very nonnshing, wfaokfome, and T<eqti!re' iit> pro 
paration. The best frtift* of this kinds I nohceiL )i;ive 
firm fiesh, of a jrellow oolor. They are varied by culture 
bqjili in aiae ' and Ahape. A bunch weighing twenty or 
t w e nty >tf ye yrnnda, is worth fW>iB eighty cents to one doi-' 
lar, whrn of" irinni quality. This iKilni in:iy be planted the 
eame distance apafrt as the cocoa-nut palm, makiug about 
eaeihtildred dii an acre; and in the same manner, among 
otiher ' arliemry gWHvllis* "1 was informed that almost eyery 
portion iff this most valuable tree is converted into use. 
Xbe wood is very hard, almost incorruptible, and is used 
far building. The leaves after being macerated in- water, 
become supple, and are manulkctared into hats, mats, and' 
b;isk< rs. The petioles afford fibres from wliich cordaere is 
made. In Ubina, thi' nuts aft^r beiiiL^ i urnt, are mudi used 
in composition of India ink. Palm wine is made from 
the tnndt. For this purpose* the IiMtves are xsnt off, and a 
circOlar incision made a little below the summit of the tree, 
then a deep and vertical fissure, and a vase is placed below 
'fo^eeeiTe the joioe, which is protected irom eTaporation« 
The time of phmting tWshoots.is earlj in the spring, and 
such situations for an orchard of this kind, should be selec- 
ted as abound in sprinj^s, or r-.v.i }u easily irrigated at pleas- 
QVet. It tir^sAid this kind of palm lives from two hundred 
lb tfafite Iktmdred years. Notwithstanding, the trunk is 
used for the beams and rafter« of houses, and tilso for 
impienients oi husbandry ; the pith ol the young tree» i» 
e«C^,' as well as the young and tender leaves. Sometimes 
ttdeni spirit is distilled from the frait ; and the stones are 
ground to make oil ; and the paste that is left is given to 
eattle and sheep. TliU iree thus considered, with those I 
have just mentioned -of this most valuable family of plants, 
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to almost an inconceivable extent, that order of n^urCi 
which excites th« adnuratioii, and teaches man revereneey 
luid that the-** Deitj helieved is joy matured.** 

In ob^ervinjj rn riy trees quite coiiiiuoii Lu this region, 
none seemed moi ; grateful to me of a hot day, than to f«dl 
in with a Tamarind tree. Its short trunk, with its branch- 
ing limbs extendin*^ out at. least twenty feet £rom t)iereeii> 
ter, and its small leaves, seemed to welcome the weai u d 
traTeiler, or one walking or riding- about to ob-<^rve the 
gardens, to the shades of freshness and r^iOBe. • This is a 
large and beautiful tree,4)elonging to the natural fiuaily 
legumino-oe. Tiu* knaves are pinnate, composed of sixteen 
or eighteen pairs .ot isessile leaflets, which are half ^ inch 
only iu length, and one-sixth in breadth. The towen are 
disj)osed, five or six together^ in loose cliutters ; the petak 
are yellowish, and bcauuluily variegated witli rt;d \eii*s. 
The pods are thiclg^, compressed, and of dull brown color 
when ripe. The seeds are flat, angular, hard -and ahining^ 
and are lodged in a dark, sofl, and adhesive pul[i. The 
fruit hivs an ao^reeablc, acid and sweetisli taste, is refriger- 
ant and gently laxative. A simple infusion in w^rm water, 
forms in a hot climate a very grateful beyeragje^ nsjiioritily 
to invalids, and in .case of febrish diseases. 

Alonsr the Mexican coast on the Fru-ific, and on the iuar- 
gins of the rivers, and in damp situations, I Jioticed the 
bamboo cane in forest-like form, while its Impertaiioe &r, 
native use, struck me with its imposing characteristics. It 
iias a lioiiow, round, straight, and shiniiig stem^ and soim^ 
times grows to the height of tiorty ieet and <9pwacds| tes 
knots at the distance of ten or twelve inches /zspa .^Qf^ 
other, with thick, rough, and heavy sheaths, alternate 
branches, and small, entire, and spear-shaped Leaves. 
There is scarcely any plant in hot climates, io cgw^pwini ^ 
thiSy pmd few are more exteiisively useful^ 'iSfi^jii Jli^ 
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inhftbitants, especially the natives of the tropics build their 
houBas almost wholly of bamboo, and make all aorta of £bi^ 
nhare with it, in a very angeaiotia mainnor. They likewieo 

form with it several kinds of Htensils for their kitchens and 
taUtii^. Buxei^y ba^keii?, and mmkj oiht;r articles, as wtili 
m tkk% piaats of amall boata, are made of thia Talaable plant. 
Aftair having bean brniaed, ateeped in water and formed 
into pulp, paper is manufactured from the sheaths and 
leaves. The siems are Irequeritiy bored aod used as pipes 
for eonveying water. Many of the walking, cases used in 
Bnrope and- in the United Statea^ are formed of young 
baisheo Bhoots. 

lt\ ithia the tropics, I ha^ e frequemlj noticed the natives 
building- a bamboo hooae, which was done by cutting the 
eaaea off tweiTe or ^fteen - feet long, and digging a trench 
Ishe eircnttiference of th^ house i'lui, and near eighteen 
inches deep, when tl>e canes are set in rows close lugeiher, 
leavRig a space for doora and windows, and then the earth 
is. thrown 'back and trod eompai^y. The rafters imd beams 
to theae hodses are composed of the same plant, while they 
are covered with palm leaves. 

In mf review of 'planta and treea, and of their (Hrodue- 
tiona and adaptation towarda supplying the wanta of man 
IB' a ntttrve atate, while sojourning in Mexico, the charac- 
teristics of the Jatro])ha niaiviijuL or ihe iiiauiuc, eiiloreed 
^he uti^Sy of this plant upon me, as one deserving of ^ high 
coMfderatioa, It was well known to the Axtees, was»cnlti* 
valed by tliem, and it formed among them one of ^eir moat 
valuable stuples oi life. It is a loriuous shrub, allied to 
the- eaator-oil plant, and interesting from the nutritious 
qodl^ea of itarootak It ia indigenous to .tropical America* 
Thi^ atem la smooth, branching, and six or seven' feet high ; 
the leaves arti alternate, deeply iiivitlud into frotu three to 
aeveor lobea^ which are lanceolate, acute, ami entire; the 
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flowers are disposed in loose compound racemes, aud the 
calyx is. reddish or pale yellow. The fruit is almost glob- 
tilar, and is composed of^hree cells, e^ch containing a 
shining seed about as lar^ as those of the castor-oil plant, 
li is (Easily cnhi\ Hied, giuw» rapidly, produces uUiiodiuitiyi 
aod accommodates itseli' to most evexy atmosphere^ and 
also to almost every kind of soil. The roots Mean the size 
of the thi;rli, requirinf? a v^^ar to bring them to that perfec- 
tion ; nor can liivy be kept in the gruuud tor a ioiigcr 
period than two seasons. It is said that one -acre of man- 
iac will nourish more persons than six acres of wheat .1 
am told by those who understand tlie culture of this plant, 
that ever) |);irL of it is lilled with a milky juice, which is 
almost instant poison, bringing on death in a lew minutes 
when swallowed; and it may well excite eprprise ihat 

hmnun iiiizenuity shuukl have converted its roots into an 
article of tood. I'^or this purpose- the roots are ground in 
a mill, or pounde<i to the consistency of paste, ^hieh is then 
put into sacks, and these are exposed for several hours to 
the action of a very lieavy ])ress. By this means, it is 
deprived of all the poisonous joice, and tlie residue is caiied 
cassava. Oa<»ava ileur, when kept free fpom maiature, 
will continue ^ood for fifteen or twenty years^ It is very 
nutritions, liall a pound a day being suliieient tur unij per- 
son. It is also the basis of several diil'erent bevefageei 
some of which are acid, agreeable, md even noiv^ve.^ 
The substance called tapioca, is separated from the fibrous 
part of tiie roots by taking a saiall quantify oi the piil;*. 
after the juice is- extracted, aod working it by hand, tiii 
a thick white cream appeans on the surface* This being 
scraped off and washed in water, gradually subrfdes to^^the 
boiii>iii. After the water i& pouAcJ uii, the ii^niiiiiiiiig Uiuis- 
ture is dissipated by a slow lire, and the.substano% bwmg 
constantly stirred, gradually forms into graiaa ^(Iboiifr 4ie< 
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large as those of sago* This is considered ^e purest aiid 
most wholesome part of the manioc* 

♦ Adios, 

Seiior, 

CiN0lKN4TU8. 
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LBTTEB XLVU. 

BaiMiii TIM, anil Ito Fnilt— Dewxliitloii of-Malie, Iti iwi«ral 17ie-<F«ialiie— Palo 

de Vaca, a Cow Tree— Description thereof— Variety of Plums— Peruvian Bark 
—The Tree— Description of— SaraaparHlR Vine— Kind of Capaicum-^tallOfttVr 
and Logwood Tree»— JDeacripUou of— Vauilla i'l&nu, and Its Uae. 

Ami«o Mio: — 'The celebrated banian tree, bo well 
know and so much venerated in the East from its shading 
propensities, solicited of me a moment's attention ; especially 
one day when I had become much fatigued from walking. 
I noticed but few of the banian trees ; however, I under- 
stood them to be indigenous to the country. It appears to 
be one of the most renuirkable curiosities of the vegetable 
kingdom. It never dies; for every branch shoots down- 
wards, and striking into the ground, becomes itself a parent 
tree, whose branches in like manner spread. I saw several 
which would shelter at least one thousand persons, all at 
once. Tlie bark is rather brownish, or ashy color, and 
when a branch is cut oS, there issues from the incision a 
milky juice, which is very adhesive and glutinous; I noticed 
a small fruit growing on these trees, which very much re- 
sembles the fig in shape, of a scarlet color, and is used in 
the same manner as cucumbers for pickles. > 

This fegl<m also produces maize, in connection with the 
other prodactioas, which I have attempted to describe. 
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The ctdCnwdonof h Is far more ^tensiTe than that of the 
pifauitMii, benaiia or flMUiioe. Adramniig towards the een- 

tral plains, one me€*s nitb iield* of tMi iin|>ortant plant all 
the way Irum the coast to the vallyy oi Tolucca, wliicli is 
opwarr^ f ^iree thoQsaiid feet aboTO the sea. Notwith- 
mamiaag\be beaateoaa prodoetiona of iiatvre in her ihiits 
and other gmrfts iti the Mexican RepablkviiMdse must be 
coiiaititireU aa the principal loud oi ihe people, m well ad of 
most of the dcmiestio animals : nnd the year in which the 
maiaa^harttet fitUi, i» we of faaokie and miaery to iiie in- 
habitants. It was a staple prodiiotion among the Astees, 
and tbriued the 8 tail of their feub^sioianee. Out oi the staik^ 
thi^ mfiaiifaotMred their qritips and sngara i and the keme4s 
hmng mmik»d er gtomid betireentwo stones^ one behig a 
hand stone, aud the other hollowed ont to ree«ve them ; 
the paste or dubdtauoi^ muiiui'actured lliu^, vva^ luaiiipulated 
mm^mjswioxii&rMUi^ff^^ ball of it the ibnn of a 

fenBalla^tlMNlgll thhmer, wfakdi cihstiom or usage has bean 
handed down to the present timer The cakes thtn made 
were baked on stones in the pristine day& oi Anahuac ; but 
4it |Sae0exYi, on thm iron plates over a coal ire. The fecu n- 
dity <»f «li»]Casoaii varietjc of nudse Is astoniahiBg ; fertile 
lauds yielding usually a return of three hundred or four 
JbiUAdrigd told. Of aU the gramina cultivated by man, none 
M SO miaqpat as this inits produee ; as it Tanes ^ the eame 
Md^ use w diay feathe season, tern forty to two hundred or 
ihrev hundred for one. If the harvests are good, the plant- 
er makes hisiertune more rapidly thau by: any other grain ; 
the 9m#e:^Nif7i»g 6om fifty cents to two dollars per fi^ 
peoBds. Bat frfgiiifnl dearths sometimee ocenr, whmi the 
nsitiveo ai*c oblige* I to feed on imripc! t'ruit, cactus, berries, 
aad 'roots* Diseases arise in coasequeuoe > and these fam- 

iae»4MittBiia% aitanded with a greai iisMiV^^AMf the 

children, ifhiring this season 
mals sufier^ nearly in like maimer. 
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Xixe grain wlien beaten aitods a nutritive bread called 
arepoy aod tlie meal ia emplojed in making mips or gnieli» 
wImcIi are mixed with sugar, honey, and even some ti mcB 

witli jiouniled potatos. Many kinds of drinks are also pre- 
pai'ed irom it, some resembling becr« while others do cider. 
In the y«Uejr of Toli]ce% the-stalks are sqnceieif between 
two eylinders^ and from the fbmented jdee a spMt n ons 
liquor, called piilquede mahis, is produced. 

As one among the mqst striking curiosities of nature, 
which lias as yet eome to my knoifledge in this strange 
eonntry^ I was shown, one day in a craggy place, and while 
on the western slope ot' tlie Mexican Cordillera, a tree called 
by the nativesi palo de vaca, that is, cow tree. My atten* 
tion was arrested, by the pecnliar uniqueness of the name, 
and my enriosity became much excited to disoover the 
reason ot it^s being bo called. It appears to be peculiar to 
the littoral Cordilleia. This tree has oblung.pointed leaveSi 
with a somewhat fleshy fruit, containing onoi or sometiBies 
two nuts. When an incision is made in the ^tnink, there 
issues abundantly a thick glutinous milky fluid, perfectly 
free from acrimonyi and having an agreeable smelL When 
exposed to the air, the juice presents CO its snr&ee a yellow- 
ish cheesy substance, in membranous layers, which are 
elastic, and in live or six days become sour, and aiterwards 
putrify. Contemplating the character of this tree, a few 
drops of a vegetable fluid impressoB one with tiie power and 
fecundity of nature. It grows on the parched side of a 
rock not unfrequentiy, having a dry and leathery ibliage, 
while its large woody roots scarcely penetrate into the 
ground. For several months in^a year its le«res are not 
moistened by a shower, its branches look as if they were 
dead or withered ; but when the trunk is bored, a bland 
and nonns|A%Ulk; flows from it. i understood that, al 
tUl vegetable fountam would flow most freely. 
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Kever was there a country more verified by Scripture, with 
reference to the fotintakis of life flowing freelj, than thir; 
for behold hei^ the Tine and the fig tree, the milk and the 
honey ! * - 

In I lie city of Colima, and all through the country on 
laachos kad haciendas, I saw three kinds of plums, ichieh 
r shovld think all indigenous^ having a purple, greenish, and 
yellow color when ripe ; the iirst is much the largest, being 
about the size of a pullet's egg, anii having somewhat the 
resemblanee in shape to a crab apple ; the others are 
smaller, but partake of the same form. They are all sweet, 
scarcely ha\nng a subacid taste, when ripe ; and in this 
state, the pulp is remarkable mellow,, while the stone is 
rather lafi^er than thai of the best class cultivated in the 
United States. The tree resemble^^'^the fig tree both in 
mze, form, and also in the color of ita bark ; and with 
respect to the habit of its being reproduced, it is by slips or 
ahoetSi whidi, if large when cut off, will bear a considerable 
fruit the next year ; thetime for setting them in the ground 
being in the midst of the rainy season, June and July. 
These plum trees blossom in March and the fruit begins to 
be abundant about the first of May. They present a most 
striking anomaly in the characteristics of fruit-^eariD Lr trees, 
with reference to their ripening their Iruit before the leaves 
begin to shoot out. This appeanmoe is truly unique, and 
creates in one a spontaneous glow of admiration, when he 
beholds them in all the different stages of perfecting these 
goideu bounties assigned to man. The blossoms are of a 
scarlet color, though somewhat resembliag the lilac^ and 
Issue forth in. clusters on the ends of the branches, and 

along their lateral surface. 

, There is also another species of this class of plums, which 
I noticed growing abundsntlj, and in a wild state, junpng 
oliher fofest traes. It resemUes .those mentioned in every 



* 



reapect, except the fruit is lAtker oblongf red, aud poasesa- 
ing a remarkable aolditj* 

Haviiig elotedaf olMervatkNU with regvd to tiM colli- 
vated productions and fruits, having come under my notice 
in tiiis proiiHc oountr/, especially in this region, may it not 
be prawBung to aote and eoBsider wbat nature baa htm 
epcead oai In her fo ro i to i to j^mnofee the happy eopdition 

of man ! 

Before this, I had frequently re€ui descripticHis of the 
PeniTiaii tre^ so celebrated for bearing the Peraviaii bark, 
wbieh is io well known and dietingniBfaed for ite natatal 
-medicinal properties in feverish diseases, both as tonic and 
stomachic ; espeoialiy its extraeted sabstanoe called 
qninine. Tlue tree is one of the varioaa speciee of ehiiH 
ebona) which is the sponlaneons growth of many parts ef 
tropical America. I was informed by Senor Barney of 
Ciolima that it aboanded near the coast, and that he had 
tested its properties. A few of the trees canse under mj 
notice; and in appearance this tree resembles sonewhat 
a cherry tree, and bears clusters of red flowers. The bark 
is of three kinds; the red^ the yellow, and the pale* The 
erown bark, as the highest priced is termed, is of a pale^ 
yellowish red. It i§ much used here in case of fevers. 
The true or medicinal kind of smilax, known commonly as 
SarsapariUa, abounds throughout the Mexican coast oa the 
Pad^c Mnch of this is gathered by the aati^es, baled in 
piickages of one hundred and fifty pounds, and brought 
inlo Colima ior sale. It is then shipped to foreign coun- 
tries, £nrope and the United Sletes. It is a green ylm, 
usually spiny, and seems in its botanical diesaeters allied 
to the asparagus, but different in its habit- The leaves are 
scattered, coriaceous or membranous, entire, nerved, and 
usually mere or less heart-shaped; while the lea^elalhs 
era provided with tendrils at tMr bise. Theflowemare 
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dkscious, cbieflj disposed in little axillary umbels, and Hie 
corolla is divided into six lobefi i and the male iowers have 
HMMB^ The Fnnt u a smidl glofoulai^ be^, usually 

having three seeds. The roots are verv longr jukI .-lender, 
with a wrinkled bark, bruwu externally and white wi thin^ 
aiMt bare a matt, iiroodjr heart They are' iiMknoaa, 
te^^id^^ a miiiieiUrgiiioas and a ulightly bitter taste, witii 
FOQiewliat sudoriiic ;nid dioretic j>n;)})erties : vet in a slight 
degree ; and are in this country conisidered a most valuable 
«|»€ksllt by tht oatiTeSy in venereal and scrofolQus diseases* 

Bi'^tekidve ^knoestfc nse among the faaulies at Cb- 
liinii. and tiirougtiout the country, I observed .-i kind of 
capsicum. This pepper tree aboimds extensively in the 
fbttstB along the coast, thoogh somewhat back from it, and 
ittlg|ht,*^(9i Ihe artictes just mentioned, and with those 
under consideration, be made most valuable objects ot com- 
merce. It is rather succulent, perennial and shrubby in 
iter* habit. The leaves ar^ simple, smooth, veined,, and 
MUeWhiii pabielseent. The flowers are. disposed in nearly 
tiliform aments, are destitute of either calyx or caroUa, and 
are separated by very small scales ; tlie.se uments or spikes 
'Itit6 opposite to the leaves or terminal. The pods are from 
Otoe to two inches long, somewhat cone^aped, with rounded 
base, and before fully ripe, of a dark srreeni?h color. The 
tas'te is remarkably pungent, seemingly much moreso than 
that bf the Cayenne pepper sance, which is so common in 
tfaii^iliarket.' ^e fruit of this plant or shrab is eaten hero 
in ku L^e quantities, both with animal and vegetable food, 
and mixed in greater or less proportion, wiih almost all 
kinds of sauces. Most of the species of peppers 'are almost, 
sMetly confined *witbin the limits of the tropics, and abound 
partictllarlylin the eqnatorirf iregions of America. 

Again wliile sojuuining in this foreign land, I observed 
towards the coast, the Mahogany . tree pl'e8enti^g its char^ 
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Bcteristics, lofty, tamtifol ud allied to the Pride of InduL 

The i.^ ut' a rapid growth, and its trunk often !ia> a 

dimooeter of toor feet* X&d leaves are pinnate;, coin pu^ed of 
four pairs of oval> acaminatey entuw leaflet^ and deaiitate 
of a temuDal one. The flowers are small and wlute^ being 
disposed in loose panicles. Tlie fruit u Luid, woudy, 
OTai capsule, about as larg. aa a tuxkey s egg. The wood 
is hard, compact, jreddish-brown, and susceptible of a high 
polish. I could bat adoiire.this &Diily of trees when I 
conteiiii 'l ited the various uses to which the wood is applied, 
both among tli^ civiixzcd aad eoligUteued, for articled of 
taste and polish. 

Not departing from my position^ acres of logwood trees, 
of the legiiminoso^ family, presented the aspect of piacLi- 
cable and comiaercial utility ; liowever, these trees grow 
wild, and in moist places. This species of tree is small 
and straggling; the leaves are pinnate; and the flowers 
hmall, yellowish, and are disposed in axillary racemes at 
the extromiry of the usually spinou?* branches. The wood 
is red, tinged with orange and bl^ck, jmd so heavy as to 
sink in water, and susceptible of receiving a good polish. 
Thousands of cord.« of this wood are cnt in the rear of San 
Bias aud Mazallau, atid other con viii lent ports on this 
Mexican coast, packed in on mules and burros, sold ior one 
cent a pound, .and shipped in return in European vesBels 
which import foreign merchandige, I noticed more of this 
logwood traas[)orted and cordt d up at ^azatlau than at 
any other port I visited on the Pacific side. 

In the forests of this region, I^noticed a parasiticfd plant 
or vine called vanilla, a genus of orchidaceous planta It 
is found iii iiiost of tlie tropical parts of AnRTioa. Tiie pod 
is of a yollowiiiU color, corrigated, ahout eight inches long^ 
and containing in its cavity, besides numerous .minote 
black seeds,, a black, oily and balsamic substance*. Its fra- 
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grance is owing to the presence of benzoic acid, ciystaU of 
which fbim upon the pod if left mdistarbed. The pioper- 
ties of this plant were well known to the Asteca, and were 

used then as now, in flavoring chocolate, and otJuer cuiiiiary 
and confectionarj dishes, and also liqaprs. 

Having written and explained to jou, amigo mio^ mneh 
of my o|)S«rvation8 In this region, as well as In other por- 
tions* of Mexico where I iiavc Uavckd, in evui j &t;ns6 
which knowledge of the arts and sciences wiU admit, 
in view of beiqg nnprepared to note tlie passing scenes and 
natnral pheiiomena with any other instruments than my 
eyes, reason, judgment, pencil and paper; you will please 
accept of this small ocmtribation of light, without my affix* 
ing to it any lenglliened or customary apology. However, 
while yet I retain my position and thoughts here, I cannot 
suppreoo my euuLemplation and admiration of this great 
and boontifttl country* l^ature has given it mountains 
lowterlng many thQusaad £eet into the air, that seem to 
divide the cloiuU and serve as electric rods to induce gentle 
showers to pour upon the fertiie earth ; it has iurmed it 
niilk'i^ that varied akitade and climate cootrihuting to the 
hMlti^ ^mumSbet and libraries of man $ it has lavished upon 
it ail the grains, vegetables aiul tVnits required to siL^taiu 
his real or pampered wanta; it |xa3 euaceived within i{A 
hqnwia all the precious inetals, as well aa nse^ yet dia- 
iiviinad.te hia*«3Dohange and use; and Ifaially, it has 

united in its volcanic throes, and eriipiion?, and contribu- 
tions, a soil so quick and ever ready to receive the impress 
aiiMi Udkir, in ahnost all the tiopkal prodnetioos^ and aa 
IbannHM ip jietaMamig to him > moBt.anq[»le rewwL 

, Adios, 
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LETTER XLYin. 

Ornngf?, Len> m f'ftron, and Fi: Tr. Descri, ti' ti nf-Onpe VId»— Iti«4«|rtstlOII 
to porUona of Mexlti(>---Bkdd, AulmiiUh aQ(t Insects. - : ; 

' AmGO Mio>^Before taking leave ef Uie.ei^e£^dOol^ 
inm, and while mj mmd is stilkaliyetD a Ml wwm e£ <the 

frLuiiiil lamily of plants and trees, tastefully ornamenlrf io 
ploU surrounding private residences, aad to pieasure- 
gronnds, roediciiiAUj condadTO to health in tha pliable pro- 
motion of the digestive organai and Dotoriaasly valtebk 
to commerce ; the orange, the lemon, Aedtron, and tlie fig, 
should not be pa&sed over iu bilejice, nor without consider- 
ing their interesting and beautiful characteristics, as the^ 
hold ao eminent a rank in the estimation Ihe moiiiy ior 
their various uses and applianees. The Onmgertaeeii latirf 
evergreen, und l)^;in(•]1inL^ bearincT oblonsr, oval, ueute, 
smooth a] 1(1 shining leaves, inserted on winged leaf-istaikS| 
bj which character, it is ^easily distinguished from the 
lemon. The flowers are white, containing about twenty 
stamens, an*i are disposed in clusters of from Iwu lo six 
u^n a common pedum^le. The fruit m giobose^brigh^ jei-< 



Digitized by G< 



low, and contains a pulp, consisting of a collection of oblong 
vesicles iiiled with a Bugury and and refreshing Juice ; iim 
besides^ divided 4iito eiglit or ten compartmentSy each con- 
taining several seeds. I noticed here several yarieties ; 
tlie sweet or ChiriM. tlie bitter or Seville, the Multpse. and 
8iiaddock« The orange tree is exceedingly ioag^iived, Jhke 
tl^e grape Yjoe, andjs still considered young at the age of 
one hondred years. An essential oil is obtained from the 
flowers, which is hiirdly less appr<.'<"i:itod tlian the ottor of 
nises. The wood ot" this tree, id fine grained, compact, sus- 
ceptible of a fine.polisb, wad is employed in the arts. The 
Shaddock is a large species of orange, attaining the diam- 
eter of seven or eisrht inches, t\ ith ;l white, thick, spungy, 
a.nd bitter rind, and a led or white pulp, of a sweet taste, 
ipii>gUii with «cidity. The rind of this orange, after being 
soaked in lime water twelve hours or more, is much used 
in ditFerpnt countries, for conserves, stewed down in white 
or brown sugar* 

The lemon tree I saw in a few gardens in this city; 
however, its general growth, so as to form an article of 
connnerce to any extent, has not come under my observa- 
tion in Mexico* It is congenreic wiili the orange and eit^ 
roB| and belongs to the natural family citrus. Its stature 
is that of a small tree, or a large shrub ; the leaves are 

ov;il, pointed, twicr* as long as bi-oad. and like (liose of the 
olhfT species, contain scattered L^lands, whicli arc iilied 
with ^ volatile oiL The beauty of its smooth evergreen 
foliage, and the ddip^htful fragrance of the flowers and of 
the fruit. ha\e rrnitributed to t a favorite of atten- 

tion and cultivation, as a reviving and soiaeiag ornament, 
in almost every dime. The shape of the fruit is oblong ; 
but its internal structure does not differ much fi'om the 
orane-e. The juice is acid an<l agreeable ; and mixed with 
water and sugar, it forms the well Icnown refreshing drink 
called lematMdef used throughout the civilized wor^. 
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Hie dtfen Is a baiaD evergreen afamb, tlie parent MoA 

bein«^ citrus medica ; having large or slightly indented 
shining leaves, of somewhat oval shape, yet pointed^ 
whh no ranftrkable appendage on the footstalks of the 
leaveb. Tlie flowers are large and whiie^ though purplish 
on the outside of the petals. 

The citron is oblong, with a very thick rind ; and the 
fruit partaking of the same qualltj as the leinoil> wilii the 
exception of being somewhat less acid, is seldom eaten 
raw; but it is preserved in sugar as a sweetmeat. The 
juice is procured hj simplj squeezing the Iruit, and then 
straining it through a linen or any loose filter, and. is con- 
sidered a most yaluftble remedy for the scurvy. The 
external part of the rind has a grateful aromatic and bitter 
taste, which renders it useful in cookery. When dried, it 
IS esteemed a good stdmahie, promotes the appetite, and is 

otherwise serviceable as medicine. 

The fig tree flourishes in this region; and the fruit 
attains that perfection and sugary mellowness, unknown to 
the same varieties in the United States; The most deli- 
cious and valuable I saw were the purple, the yellow, and 
the white. Considering the qualities of the fig, it must be 
the climate in a great measure, that promotes this distin- 
guishable characteristie in the flavor and richness i€ its 
pulp, in the low altitudes within the tropica. The cultiva- 
ted hg tree seems to bear a strong resemblance to the ban- 
fan tr^, which I saw in this portion of the conntry, with 
reference Pt> its leaves, hark, the roannier of the fruit flow- 
ers and the form of the fruit, with the exception the latter 
is lacking the size and taste, and possessing more of a 
milky sap in its baik. The stem grows from twenty to thirty 
feet high, with a trunk somHimes two feet in diameter, 
jgiving out a great number of long, twisted, and pHant 
branches, which are grayish and rough when young. The 
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leaves we deciduous, of the size of the hand, baviiig from 
liit«^'to ilv^'i<dtrrided^ lobes. The flowers are very small, 

iiiii»exiial, coiit:iin<'(i in great nmiiltrr- ii^ a coninion rpcep- 

ticle, which is lleshy and coniiiveiit at the summiX, where it 
is ahaest dosed hj a series of littl^ teeth. The male flow- 
ers occupy the superior part of this recepticle, and the 

fi'inale, which iwe the most nuiaurous, the bottom, and all 
the remainiog i»art oi" the cavity ; each ovary becomes a 
s^ei]^ siHTOUDded with .a pulp, whieh together with the 
Ireceptaele, forms the friiit 

' 'The fi u it iri solitary, coniTntjnly of n purplish color, hav- 
ing a soil, sweet, and Iraj^ant pulp. The process of 
lamasmg and ripeuing the fruit, I am told, is an art which 
IhMfufres much' attention. The operation is rendered neo- 
essary by the two followinsr facts, namely: that the eiilti- * 
vated tig-bearers imve uiO.stly i'eiiiale llowers, wiiile the male 
iBpwers are abundant upon the wild fig tree ; and secondly, 
ihAt ^e flower of the fig is upon the inside of the receptacle, 
which constitutes the fruit. It is hence necessary, where 
figs are produced tor couimercc, to surround tiie jdantation 
and gardens containing the trees, with branches and limbs, 
betting male flowers, from the wild flg tree ; thus preparing 
the way for the fertilizing of the femali*, flowers in the ^fir* 
den. Aiiii irom these wild flowers, tlie ferliliziii«i; polk;n is 
home to the female flowers upon tlie wings and legs of small 
ifiaeets, which are found to inhabit the fruit of the vrild flg 
tree. The"* easiest mode of re-producing this tree is by 
Buckers, separnt' *1 iVom tlic roots of old trco<j, and also, by 
boughs cut oil and set in the grouud la the spring, or during 
the rainy season of summer within the tropics. 

Throujvhout my travels on the western slope of the Mex- 
ican Cordillera, few cull i vated grape vines .'iltrnfted my 
a^'ention ; and it is my impression that little ati('nti(^n is paid 
to th^ (production orthis most esculent and nutritious firnit, 
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except in Lo\vf»r Cnli ii>!-nia and Sonora, and in altiluJt^i 
varjipg from ium tixousoDd feet to seven tbou8%^<ir mor^,^ 
aboTO the tea. From mjr knay ledge aC 1^ wpL jis^dxj 
Masons in tl^e regioiiB of Colima^ Zapotlan, Sayula, GoacUii- 

ajara. Tepic, Mazathiit. Culiuraiu and Gaaj^mas, 1 cau jsee 
no good reason why tUe ciUtivatiou of lk& vine could iipt 1^ 
adTantageonsiy pursue^tnot oafy as an futiolf . ^ l^ip^j^p 
but as one of the most valuable staples of tfe^ «oiini;rT» Jli 
the production of wine and. rai-ins. For tliu rainy season 
seldom continues over foui* munth^ in a year, Jun^ Jujj^ 
August and September ; and donng tiie otbere^g^rafi^jlbs 
called the dry season^ with a bo( snnsbine and serene sky, 
and also, with wariii iugljU, tliat promote a most vigorous 
growth, the vine niight* by observation, be pruned an^ 
• brought into bearings as to ripen fruit, ^^wsitidjijo 
that period. In the small villa^ of T^aliafna on^ Ifooi, 
one of the Hawaiian Islands, I was UM by an intellifrc nt 
gentleman, Reverend Alexaiidcr, of liaiiaioaiuiia, liiat, trun^ 
his observation of the gnqpe vine tbere, and on t^Ae%/ff^ 
of that island, it would ripen its firnit almost uniTersaOyiii 
five months aft^r pruninp^ ; thus pruning the vine the first 
lii" Deceniber, would give ihe .citug^s pi i^^lxaina ripe grape^ 
on the first of May.. This being the gase at the f«ly»^ jjy 
latitude about twenty-one degrees north, why alMMild 
would it not be equally so in the same latitude, or varying 
ten or tweiUy decrees lo liie i^ouih\v;ird, on the contin^^^ 
possessing always any shadi^ of climate by its aljtitii^e^^ . 
During my Mexican tiaveis^ I liad no means ^ ^^i^tehing 
wild birds nar animals, except by shooting them, which I 
did not much approve of in a strange and foreign counLry; 
as the only object I could allege in extenuatipii. of a 
slaughter^ would be, to <a^a/J^ speculative curioaitJVT^m^ 
to subserve the purpose of ^d, nor of raiment ; therefowi, 
1 have but little to advan(;e upon the subjects of. orui|l|i|lygj^ 
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midhgyi itt ins^ets, in additibn to mj previoti? ciisafl>, aiid 
passing raibar'fcB. Iji the groves of fhiit trees, aAd in tbe 

forests wild, I beheld the whole family ol parrots, and in [my 
of' the ff^nfhered tribe peculiar to thfe United States, as well 
as to Mexico, being birds of passage ; such as the northern 
bHiMSttl^, king bird, mocking bird, blne-baeked warblef^ 
vrliuw warbler, different specie? ol' owls, crows, larks and 
eagles, also ducks and geese, grouse, pheasants, yellow- 
thNNAted warbler, red-ejed warbler, great American king- 
ftsHer, Aid many more which I will forbear to specify ; and 
otikero peculiar to Mexico, and tropical America, such as 
the sympathetic Anhima, which, loosing its mate, stays by 
the ii(ol| mt^oitiful and pensive, seeking no food, till it dies 
also ; the Mexican pewee-tyrant, also the obscure, the black- 
ish, the bearded and musical tyrant, the red flycntchet*, 
silent thrash, long-billed mocking bird, blue mocking bird, 
pllUh iraifcter, Mexican robbing striped finch, Mexican gold 
ftdCh, corortiited jay, famons jay, Mexican red bird, white- 
billed parrot, corouatt d toucan, ant-eatinjr ^v(tod-pecker, 
MiEGcican bittern, elegant wood-pecker, yellow-throated tree 
cliMwr ; th« refitilgeat,-sea-green, broad-tailed, broad-billed,^ 
double-fbrk-taiied Mexican star, and amethystine, species of 
humming birds J the desiioying eagle, Brazilian caracara, 
ktog^winged bozzard, gray tyrant, Domingo hangnest, miii- 
faif^ j|bad^a#', and the black-eared humming bird ; and also 
many more, yet I will withhold a de«re tO enlarge this list 
Ol" birds which serve as food, in this Repudlir, lor the use of 
'ibitt, there aire about sixty kinds included in this class, 
and^i^-aeVen kinds of birds of plumager-both gi^ and 

beaiititiil. 

With regard to wild aiiimaL^, I iioiii ed a few which are 
not common to high latitudes in North America, and I was 
informed of some species as being peculiar to tropical 
America, and existing in Mexico ; such as a species of the 
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* 

Lji\x, tlic Canadian porcupine, a j;eculiar kind of swine, 
small and somewhat resembling the hedgehog ; several 
kinds of monkies, somewhat unique to this country ; also, a 
tiger«cat ; however; other species, peculiar to North America 
abound in the low or hish lands of Mexico ; such as deer, 
bison, bears, anttilopes, wild-cats, catamouot^ panthers, 
different kinds of wolves, beavers, and alligators. And 
further, about the uplands, and also the lowlands, I observed 
th(^ nmirpie. wild tuikies, and most of the gallina(M/ons trilic, 
the tribe ot eagles, earion-crows, wild bees, buUerllies, arge 
bats and ants, together with sandflies, gallinippera ; and^ with 
all, that creeping tribe of reptiles, both loathsome and revolt- 
ing to man. yet peculiar to the troi*ic^. Moreover, liiere 
may be added to this list ot animated nature, several kinds 
of animals and reptiles, as the tapir, jagonr, cougar, ocelot, 
jagnarundij tagnieaiiyjamli, porcupines, anteaters, gluttons, 
sloths, weasels, polecats, arniadillos, cavies, rattle-snakes, 
lizards, two species of boa, and a species of xaureii;, pi^duc* 
ing a fine purple dye. 

Throughout the tropical forests of Mexico, the jdumage 
of birds, the hair oi" animals, and the down of insects ; 
glossy, refulgent, and beautiful ; or coarse, thin, and ^almost 
^ dciititute with some ; or scarcely discemable uppn oljlierB 
impress man respectively with peculiar notions as to the 
inthii nee of cliaiate, vai'ying much from animaie4 mature, 
within the temperate zones > whilst the melodious notes pC 
the aerial songsters, the roaring, howling, and hismg <of 
animals and reptiles, and the buzz of insects, remind one of 
peculiarities in aniinal instinct, adapted to climate, and a 
life of joyful festivity, without a care for future stor^] 

Adios, 

Sellor, 

Agsicola. 

CiMClKKATUS. 
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CoBildttrmtkm of tills pwt of Mexico— Government— A griculturc— Two-thirds of th^ 
Landrf! F.Ttnte held by the Clcrgv Tottering Tenure of Mexico- Prpparatlon 
«id departure for CftilfomiA— Puerto de HanzttiUlo— Country Aspect— Cactus 
Flowering or Creeping Cereus— Descripttoii of-BOMl Aq^eet-^ KiO de la Al- 
' «Mite--Ihic«niinii«rt'~81e«iH'1>tt|Mf^ at 12 o*clMk at night— Danger of Ladro- 
. noi Ptiirriptlnn of the Danger— Distant yell— Expected Attack— Three Cros- 
_r,rr>r\t Frar'i Forc«t Trees and Vines— J filrtp Vine or Plant— Settlements- 
Feathered Tribe^Soil— Lake Cuyutlan— Salinas de Cuyutlan— Population - 
Fait Operations— Description of-^ountry aspect East and North of tiie albra- 
iaid Lake— Port ofMaiizannio«>DlicTiptIon i^Palnn— OlIlciale^Arteelan Well 
Company and. Boring- Mines numerous— Sketches of Mexican History since 
the lJ<»volution— Republican Principles Spread- Ilutrod between Spaniards and 
Creoles— Creole Congress declaring Mexico Free and Independent -Second 
Congress, ta tbe capacity of a Conyentlmi, to eettle their Frioeiplea of a GeOftl- 
tQtbm— When adopted— Tbe Fonn of the Mexican Government, and IMstribit- 
tlon of lli Powers— Rcllpinn of State— Army— Ecclrsfn^tioal Wealth, or that of 
the Ciergv— Eeglstn' Law, or La wj^rdo -Policy of the Government since the 
Constitution was formed, up to the Period of Comonfdrt— Distinguished Men— 
Begeneration of the Qovemment by OomoDflnt-Hle apparent PoUej^Flrtt 
CMBoea of a Wise Ooreniment— Five Hundred Ladrones giving Terms of Peace 
to a City of Twelve Thousand Tnhnhitants— C nnpnmtf'tn of Mexico, an indica- 
tion of Mineral Wealth- Mines Worlted— Population of the Republic olMexf^o— 
Its Classes— Wealth unevenly Divided- Education of a Few— Commerce Cluil- 
ed— Indtans Teeemblinc-<3adsden Parcbaie— lie reputed If hiee and Extent— 
OllilectBOfthe Purchaiie— ItH Railroad adaptablltty-Tlu Haute therefor-VlUafea 
andTo^'nsin this new acqulsitioi>— Two Copper Mountains— T-heir Richness — 
H. 3- Washburn's Notee, descriptive of the Gadsden Purchase— The Gila Vallejr 
Arizona Copper Xinee— Booee of tile Oatman FatellT^Maiieqpa Ylllagfi— 
Pfrao Vniaseo-Soil of the Yalley— Tailoiie Growths- Game-Extent of the 
Valley— The Seasons-Climate—Scencrj'— Indian Treatment— Indian Products 
— fh ionic Growlers— Frennent Ilains-Stocli Country— Ploache Peak— Mezquit 
Timber— Gadsdonia Copper Mine— A Band of Apaches pursued by AmerlcMM— 
Tucson Valley— Its Soil— Popalatten of tbe Town of Tooaofi— Xeziean Outpoete 
— Prodoctlona— Papago Indians -Bain in Tucfton Valley— San Xavler-^Flne 
Pineries— Soporl— Soil— Mezquit Beans— Silver ^iline nt Soporl— Arrlvaca, its 
, Climate and Soil— Tubat&ma- Productions— Altar, its Trade and Population— 
' Sonio. Gold near— ZonoiU, its Importwice— Tike Coantry well Watered— Tlnaja 
Alta Bo^a-Vliu^M Alftaa— Flower of tfie MeiQpUt Beeai^Fralt waiHnWIiig 
Figs. 

AmigO Mio >— This portion of Mexico (the district of 
Cblima) Uktt niott of tlM «tli^ pMtt that Iukfo oobio imdar 
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my notice^ seems to lack thai elastic spark which should 
construct, marshal and conduct the nerve, the energy of the 

nation tn prosperity, happiness and ihe mutnal a]li:ni<'<'* 
with the first powers of tho world. The Government hu-kA 
home regulations, parental care and forethought with ref*> 
erence to encouraging its |>< ople to pursue with increased 
vijjor and stu h the arts and sciences, devotinir more cir- 
comspection and advantageous nipasures to tiie promo- 
tion of agriculture, the basis of ail other sources of wealth, 
importance and true preferment It has been tiie custom 
here, as elsewhere, for the one who plows and tills the soil, 
bringing liis produce to market, to be necessitated to pay 
at(a« 6^an<as, a consideration 4^ iHi^orem for the. privilege 
of selling it in the cities. It is this tax imposed ^SaetcGj 
upon the industry of the country, which the husbandmen 
have to pay optinlyj previa usit/ to selling wliat soever they 
may bring in, instead of the retail dealers, that fetters their 
energies and wllls^ without being the least encouraged by 
generous laws, tendini? to reward the sweat of their -brows. 

It is repui Lud and generally believed that full two-thirds 
of the landed estate of this Hepublic are' in the possession 
of the Clergy, who let it out, it 'is said, so as fco ensure 
themselves at least five per cent clear on the original 
investment. I have heard it said generally, that this class 
are ever ready to lend money, taking mortgages on xeal 
estates advantageously situated, but that they never aeli 
lands nor want money, so as to mortgage their estates ; 
therefore, if I may be piously excused by the reverend 
gentiemen, no comparison I can conceive, will hit them so 
appropriately and characteristically, as likening tbeia to tibe 
Norwegian Mselstrom. In fact, the whole country belids 

its proud, tropical growth to being so eiclrsiu^t it-ally and 
politically hag-ridden, with male attire^iu the lormot aspi- 
rants to high positionsy that it is really a qneij^^ irosidi^ 
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it jet breathes—^d the presampdon is that it would mty 
were it not wftliin the most genial influence of the tropics ! 

In speakino^ of the Mexican Republic thus plainly, in a 
religious and political sense, I do not wish to be understood 
that, in this great national cauldron which ceases aot to 
boil by the reason of its Tolcanic fires, there is no good 
and ]^;\tri()ti(' worth in tite country; that 1 have from any 
one, met with maltreat nient ; but I do wish to be under- 
stood to BKff that this nation has mistaken its purpose and 
spot ; that its race is nearly run ; that it scarcely surrives 
each successive ebulition and eruption ; nn l tli;it the hectic 
flush is sometimes deceptive ot hope, yet as olten dies 
awayv ^t consuming its vitals. 

Hfltyfug feastect kny eyes aYid reason for some time past 

in this lovely count rw urn I wished m.-my a time that it 
could be happilj governed — that its natural resources were 
In a rapid progress of developement— and that internal 
improFvements were begun and v constructed, in order to 
equalize the fruitful season ol one portion of the r<iiintry 
with the unfhiitful season of another part, as atlbrding 
mei^s of inland transportation, thereby anticipating famine 
and guarding against it; I feel most agsuredly now a'nat- 
ural desire to turn my thoughts tuvvurU^ home — the Lund 
of Prwnise— the El Dorado of the West. 

fdwtf^da the last of April, (^856) being under the im- 
pressicitt that the Mcarapita Line of Steamers- would touch 
in at ih'' port of Manzanillo, I was kindly supplied with 
anddie-ttules and a servant to accompany me to the port, 
tiuroagli thd attentSve courtesy of Sefior Bamej, to whom 
I feel under many obligations for the cordial and welcome 
extension ot his house to aiy wants and pleasui^, while I 
•ojouriiedin the region of Colima. Being well armed and 
Molited, and taking leave of those whom I have every 
reason to esteem, I departed from Cblima in the afternoon, 
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accompauied by my servant, and rode till dusk^ making 
twentj miles. We encamped at an Indian rancho till 
about twelve o'doek ; and soon aflter encampment, partaking 

of some eggs, tortillas and niilk^ 1 lay down under a bumuji 
tree to rest. 

Most of the coantrj I had traveled oyer in the afternoon 
was a fertile plain, with a few low hills and ridges near the 

trail, and abounding with a few growths only of any kind, 
with the exception of cactus, some of which resembled a 
tree, with reference to its tnmnk and houghs. The graceful 
curve of these attracted my attention and excited my admi- 
ratioD, bearing a delicious and cooling fruit, of a yellowish 
color, oblong, juicy, and quite full of small seeds. Through 
this party X noticed many other species of this plant, but 
none calling forth so mueh pleasurable sensation as the 
kind called cactus granditiorus, or the night-flowering and 
creeping cereus. The blossom of this specijes, though very 
short-lived, is a splendid natural production, surpassing the 
imagination of art, or the combination of art and science* 
It begins to open in the evening between seven or eight 
a'clock, and by eleven O'clock it is fully blown, and at four 
or five o'clock in the morning it begins to fade ; soon after 
whic^ it droops its beautiful head pensively downward, 
falling into a state of irrecoverable decay. AVhen the plant 
is large, several blossoms will open in the same nighty and 
there will be a succession of them for several nights together* 
The calyx when expanded, is about six inches in diameter, 
yet sometimes, I have seen it nearly a foot, yellow within, 
and dark brown without The petals are many, and are of m 
pure white, while the great number of recurved stamina 
surrounding the style in the center of the blossom, tends to 
give it a grand and beautifully imposing appearance* 

The settlements through .this afternoon's travel were 
sparse, not possessing any peculiar characteristics wjudi 
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feliouid give rise io any lengtLeued remarks. The country 
/qao^tly l^i^ aii4 ^ I'io de Ain^ena was mo^^ of tke 
yt9fff_ aoD6Bc4 ^s Uie trail j thongh at times diverging from 
.it, as the surface of the country seemed to direct its course. 
Tt liad beua^dry; for nearly eight xaontii , and coo^equcntlyy 
iibeyiAter ira» loiw, and the country did not so geneiially 
ppj^ea^.&at interesting picture that it would have done^ 
had it been in the miiiy season. SucL a ii ail, und in ^uch 
i^. Ijountry, is truly lonely to a stranger j moreover, 
ft^^JaUyj when , night ushers in her sable mantlei one 
Jia^ui^ltj feels an involuntary shudder thrill his veins, 
and cause his pulse to beui quickly. Prior to ihc departure 
I i-oin xa^yf eoco^piuQat thid night at twelve o'clock, I felt a 
feaifsl ^pprdienskm as to my own safety, with respect to 
procaediiig iMl^er on. the trail till day-liglit. However, 

the time came, and Imvin^ diilv prepared myself in llie 
a^uddle tgar lhe^oceasiouy aad.my £crvmt beiug mounted, we 
e$f:^fy^,'ffcqe6eded forward. 

, JP^poin the- rather shabby aspect of my servant, and his 
casual sanf/ froid vvitli reference to keeping ahead ui me a 
iSwifjfeet, I did not kno^ but that he might be one of tiie 
jnqlftrwpg bandlxxf ladro/jnti^ who infest this trail, and thereby 
render it exceedingly dangerous to travelers having any 
nitiiiao with them. Passing along with alight elcvutioiid on 
<^9|^hei;.|a4e^ sometimes dose, then iarther o£l^ aftevwajrdB 
Jt(IP9|(h a ifooded district, and oeeastmially crossing a small 
stciefua which appeared to weiid its way by the trail, I 
beard in the grim aLilluess ol the night, with woodland ail 
m^mA:m with bare fttai^light, a yell on my left about 
iMIe^pUM^ of a ^i}e off;s it was repeated several times 
jmmediately, and my servant answered it once apparently 
with a mixed emotion ot aurprioe and pleaauie ; in a nio- 
jpafl^t ^^lodb up to him, tellipg him in dpa^aish if he 
i^Mlierad^MW $hat/or a siioQar yell,,4urj^ the niglit, 
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and putting my revolver near his ear, I would shoot him 
instantlj; and that tooy with such meaning ininj exprea^ 
slon, that' he took timely warning and oheyed my injanc- 
tion. The yell was continued for some time, apparently 
passing on a trail parallel to the one I was traveling. 

Ere long, we began to ascend a ridge which formed the 
divide between the valley and the littoral* landscape, 
shelving towards tiie coast. Having surmounted the ridge, 
mi passing along on A slow pace, my attention ii^as arres- 
ted by another yell, and at the sdme time, I observed in a 
recess by the side of the trail, three crosses ! indicating this 
to have been the fatal spot where iWrowc-like deeds had 
been committed, and where the Catholic Church had 
reared wooden symbols of her faif h. I grasped my revol- 
ver with renewed vigor and determination in self-defence ; 
though we passed on unmolested, yet I felt impressed wi^ 
the conviction that my precaution In preventing fiirther 
answers, alter having heard the iirttt yell, and seeing the 
character of my servant, liad saved me from the like fate of 
those who lay buried beneath the crosses. 

From the knowledge I have been able to obtain, tespect- 
ing the character of ladronesy by ebnversing with intelligettt 
Mexicans, the object of this yell was to know who I was, 
how I was armed and accompanied, which I immediately 
discovered^ and aldo, that my servant desired to take the 
advantage of me, knowing that I was a foreigner, and peiv 
haps, thinkincr me unacijuainted with the Spanish language 
so as to delect him- 

For some distance past, small forest trees and ti^e^j^big 
vines, and also plants dcirted our tndl ; and one of the 
most useful of the*?e plants was Jalap. The properties of 
this plant were known to the Aztecs. The plant is an 
herbaceous twining vine^ havings entire cordate or three In 
fliM lobed leaves, and large, white flowers' willi purple 
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veins. The root, which is the part employed as a purgar 
tive ia mediciney k very large, sometimes weighing iifty 
pounds ormone. 

Morning carae, and it was beautiful ; for every now and 
then I passed sinail isLicams pouring into la Almeria, :in<l 
on which, and along their sides, I beheld the Indian and 
mixed settlomeptSr cultivAti|ng their small patches of maize, 
plantains, coeoa-nat pfilms, a few cacao trees, coffee trees, 
sugarrcane, cotton, rice, plum aiiU orange trees, with their 
ooogeneriea, and in fact, most of the productions and fruits 
common to. this portion of Mexico ; but seemingly on a 
scale barely sufficient for home cotisuniption. The forest 
seemed eiiUvtiied by the songs ol ihc gay and featliered 
trib^ beautifully elad with \:arious tints, yet the prevailing 
ones were a dark green and golden, peculiar to the sunny 
Soutk. The soil is quick, fertile, and generous to conceive 
the labor of liuia ; and were it cultivated and cared for, 
even to a small extent,, where fuiniue occaaioually prevails - 
and aU its consequences, a superabundance would invite all 
classes, in every portion of this most projific country, to 
partake more largely of tlie buaaties of the earth. 

-Passing on, twelve leagues before reaching llie port, I 
arrived at the lake or el logo de Cuyudafiy which extends 
to within half a mile of the port of ManzaniUo. It is sup- 
posed to be two miles wide, fni l twenty-five miles long ; 
and near its margin it is extremely marshy, and low, 
Bcmbby. bushes abound. < The water is brackish, and no 
doubt, this pond is fed by the ocean, being only a few feet 
above its surface. 

'Near this small lake, the ground bcijig low and j-o iin- 
]N'egnated with saline properties seeking a lateral extension, 
that it becomes covered with a whitish .incrustation, inter* 
mixed slightly with the soil. On the east and south side 
of .this lake there are situated las tSaUna* de Cut^uikin 
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where, duHng the drj season, there is a population of five 
or six thousand indiridoals of both series, engaged in mata- 
ufacturing salt, and attending to incidental luisiiiess condu- 
cive to that end. Most of this population being desultory 
in their habitation, have paid no attention- to the eonstrde- 
tion of their transient homes, living inrhainboo atid palm 
houses of the most primitive design. In passing along the 
lake shore, whence I first touched it till my arrival at the 
villa de Cuyuilant I am under the impression that it iB tesa 
miles distance ; and within every short spaee^ tiiat is, thirty 
or forty rods apart, I saw persons engaged ii^ the process 
of making salt. 

This process is to clear off half an acre of the marsh 
smoothly r and when the salty properties arise, they* are 
scraped into heaps, here and there, over this surfhc^ ; after- 
wards, and near the center of this plot, small vats, six by 
ten feet in dimension, are formed by sinking them three or 
four inches below the suHace of the ground, and then fill- 
ing them with salt water, which is obtained in this manner. 
,^ear the vats, a hole is dug out, ten feet in diameter by 
two feet deep ; and tlien, this, as also the vats, are plasteeed 
with mertar at the bottom and sides,,80 as to be water-tight ; 
afterwards, four crotched stakes are procured tmd driven 
into the ground permanently, and left above the surface 
seven feet high, and 12 feet apart each way; besides which, 
two heavy polls are laid crosswise of these stakes, ^d upon 
them, smaller ones are extended in the form of close joints. 
This done, sea grass and palm leaves are laid over this 
scaftbld, on wiiich common clay is deposited for the pur- 
pose of forming a ridge eighteen inches high and five feet 
in diameter, where the salt-earth in the 'heaps alluded to^ 
is borne by ascending a short ladder. Then an operative 
takes a few buckets of water, and pouring it over this earth, 
it soon causes the salt water to filtrate into the basin below, 
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thia opeiatiDiQoes on I the earth being renetoYed 
when it is expected that its saHiie properties are quite 

exhansted. Then from the basin, the salt water is dijipcd 
out and poured into the vate for evaporation, which pro- 
eaedi vi^dl)r)' as the sun is nearly vertical, and intensely 
Mitt. AHear it is redneed to sak, which appears of aifldr 
quality, though specks oi dirt are IVequenllj seen in it ; the 
((^ratives scrape it up, depositing it in heaps of yarioQS 
qnaiititieSk This salt was sold readily at five dollars per 
hundred pounds When - 1 visited these works, and packed 
into the interior as far as Guadalajarai Morelia, and 
t)uraogos ; ^ 

' The ^dad between las Salinas de Coyutlan and the port, 
& mostly^ saiidy, presetat^ng comparatively '•nothing but a 

barren and dreary waste, bordei iiig near the sea coast ; 
however^ there w^re a few trees of a stinted and thorny 
growth,' Biame of which* resemble somewhat the black 
locusts, yet having longer thorns. From las Salinas to the 
port, the dislanee is reputed to be ten leagues. In passing 

.Aearly^wo-thirds of the distance around lake Ouyotlan, 
these Bcrabby^trees served 'greatly to parry off the intent- 
pity of the heat, occasioned by the reflection of tlic sun 
upon tlie water. This water is grcenisli, and impressed 
me wi& the conviction that it might produce sickness, yet 
it Is said not to cause' that effect « 

The road from Colima to the port, bearing more on the 
east and north sides ol the lake, is more interesting, better 

^UnJitTedf and better timbered, consisting of an abundance 
of palms, spreading over thousands of atres, and of other 
viilu Lhle forest trees. On this side there is also more cul- 
tivation, which extends itseU towards San Bias and Tepic, 
fbreagli many b^utifnl and fertile valleys, yet not tiiled.to 
Ae one-hnhdredth part of their productive capacities* 
Immediately around the port of Manzaniiio, there is liL 



tie tillage, except in maize for ibddbr, which ig brought in 
and sold to tiioee who m engaged in paddng merchniidifle 
into the interior. The maise is sown -broad-cast, so as to 

make tlie fodder grow fine, resembling coarse grass: 

The harbor presents a safe appearance, being surrounded 
bj hills two hondred or three hundred feethigh^wd in the 
rear of which, with Ae exception of several^ tongues of 
land, there is a general series of small pondb of brackish 
and rather greenish water, communicating with that of the 
port The entrance is near half a mile wide ; the water 
18 reputed deep enough for anj ordtnarj merchantman, or 
the largest ocean steamer on the coast ; the anchorage is 
tenable ; and the water ior supplying vessels, is consid- 
ered good^ however it is obtained at considerable eiqpeDse, 
being about five miles from the port, pn .the opposite side 
of the harbor, and Iroiii a small mountain stre^lm. The 
diameter of the harbor may be considered^ iive miles ; and 
on the east and nortji sides of ity palms extelisiv^y abonnd. 
More than any other harbor on the Pacific coast of Mexico, 
except Acapulco, and Guaymas in the Gulf of California, 
the port of Manzanillo psesents natural safegu«rds taaMi^ 
chantmen, which should not be passed OTor in silence in 
this work, as it is my object in these letters to throw open 
to tlie public consideration, all avenues of commerce and 
wealth that have fallen under my obsei^vations while tncv- 
eHng this year, 1856, on the Western Slope; ' Perhaps I 
may be indul^d in saying that it is one of the finest of the 
Mexican ports ; however, but little is known about it or 
the natural resources in the Tear and surrounding oountij; 
yet I have confidence in the belief, that what I have already 
written with reference to the products of the.territory of 
(])olima and of the State of Jalisco, will tend to di*aw mer- 
chandise and reciprocal commerce to this port *In the port 
there are a few Indian huts, constructed of crot€he4.atakeS| 
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pole.>, and palm leaves ; also, a cuetom house office branch 
for a deputy and iiispeeior ot merchandise, together witii 
the offfice Captain of thei.po^ and that of the Alcalde, 
nic&r ^kal officers, with^the exoeptnm qti&i ^loitt ' 
house otlicer. curried in their aspectis and facial contours so 
much iusigniticancei that ]^ will forbear to mentioa ^^^Mir* 
dl^teii^tiea. ^ ^ ' • : ' "• ' - ^' ^ i 

'111 i&e jN>it^^^ masmoSSk} them is beginKao 
well by a Stock Company of Mexicans and Go] man>. living 
at CoUma. The Company was formed in the iaii ot 1655, 
with a stock capital of sevelQ thousand doUan, and the 'boi^ 
itieiiceai<^iit tobk effect 'in the winter of IdStSyt^j'aii J^eri* 
can Company from California, reputed to be skilled in that 
system. The progress ot boring was slow, being mostly 
(hrtM^k a fodL of primitive formation; though, at tiineB^ 
tiadnn^hiiidllifiion with shale. The operative Goffs^ai^ 
formed ibr this undertaking Was somewhat disappointed as 
to the lurmalion ot this region, supposing it to he more of 
a sebdttdary formation, than the evidencei) thus far indicate, 
wiien doming in 'contact with the apparatus for horing. If 
ibis <oo]npany of Aroerieaiis should stu^y their true iMerest, 
getting as they do thirty-live dollars a foot by eight inches 
in diameter, and being obliged to pay only one dollar per 
daflNrith board for operatiyes, and advance this laudable 
iidtlertltking to the extent desired by the Mesucan Com- 
pany, endeavoring to keep their good will and cuiilideace, 
the held for such undertakings -^vduld be almost endless, as 
#WAS*pn>fitab^ throughout the Bepnfolic of Mexico. For, 
kniong the intelligent Mexicans, there is a strong a^aliifbs- 
tfition in t'avnr of the Artesian well system, with reference 
to obtaimng water in many of the valleys, now generally 
fob foir^agricurtural purposes, throughobi the seasoiks. 
' "Wiib rer<^renc^ to AmerS^ibDls desiring to go to Mexico 
^ for the purpose of trtivehng and exploration, or ut" aettliog 
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in tlie cooiitiy, I cannot xficommmd too bighlj a rigid obaer^ 
iraiioe of those rules of civilit j, courtesy, and morality, being 

extended, and observ^ed towards all classes most scrupa- 
^j^u^lj^ 80 iai: as self-respect and true dignity oi cbatacter 
pe^pft or de^ 
fMBonng yon near <ha dote of tliese many letters to 

present, for your better information, a concise recapitula- 
lioQ of my touric ground in Mexico^ touciuDg the historic, 
xatpif and asieatifiG field of the western akpe of the Mead- 
ean CoK^diUen^ h has now become my time toperfwrn thai 

service. 

From the {Period of its conquest, imipediatel j succeediog 
tjie conquest of the capital of Anahuac^Tenochtitianr— yet 

some portiona of it somewhat later,' numerous mines both 
of gold and silver, had been opened and most successfully 
worked in the departments or States of the present geo- 
l^l^iipal and politic division of Westeni Me 
fng' of Chihuahua, Sonora, Cinaloa, Jalisco, Dnrango, 
Michoacan, Guerrero, Oajaca, Chiapa, with the States of 
Zacatecas and Guanajuato, prior to the £ommencement.of 
the ]|[exic8tt^ reyolotioni ISIO, which was headed by an 
active and spirited priest named Hidalgo. 

However sorae oi' these politieal divisions may have, since 
the revolution, undergone changes, yet the term Western 
Slope o£ the Mexican Cordillera will embrace all the ter- 
ritpry I have expressed a deske to touch, upon, in ihese 
letters, except hurredly. Since the revolution began, these 
mines Jmve greatly lallen ofif from th§ir former yield under 
the Spanish sway^ owing to various causes^ still mostly, to 
homa difiseosiMis and the want of confidence in the gov^iH 
ment. Long before this, the spirit of insurrection "was rife 
and nearly ripe in ^ew Spain, to dislodge herself from the 
almost unparalleled usurpation of the mother country, tax- 
ing and appointing colonial officers at her will and j)leasQre» 
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This spirit was much more enhanced among the intelligent 
Creoles by extending their views to the Kepubiic of the 
United States, and seeing there freedom, prosperity, and 
happiness, exerting a combined and almost a supernatural . 
influence upon the welfare of the body politic. A knowl- 
edge, with a desire to imitate, was rapidly spread over the 
fair plains of ancient Anahuac, and created a desire to hp 
free, in the year alluded to ; and more especially, as the 
new Viceroy, Venegas, at that time, displayed an offensive 
partiality for the Spaniards, and exasperated the Creoles 
by the severity of his measures. These measures led, at 
this time, to the immediate resort to arms in assertion of 
natural rights, a,nd to gain and maintain them by the sword, 
if necessary. * 

As I have remarked, this incipient rising of a few intel- 
ligent Creoles, strongly imbued with Republican principles, 
was headed by a priest of liberal and enlarged notions, and 
of great firmnessr At first^ the insurrection was unsuccess- 
ful like most great efforts in producing the desired effect, 
and this good clergyman lost his life, dying a martyr to 
freedom ! Yet, it glowed on and increased, in the progress 
of events, like a snow ball on some hoary summit, when set 
in motion ; meeting with various success, from the inimical 
hatred existing between the native Spaniards and the Cre- 
oles ; the former like Englishmen, long before the American 
revolution, looked upon the la^tter with a supreme and frown- 
ing contempt, as having sprung from the fore^ of America, 
thereby as being a different species of the human family, 
unfit to rule, or to be shown equal rights or equal terms ; 
while the latter disdained to have their chains forged oufc 
of their own native metal^, and on tlieir own native soil, 
having them adjusted on their limbs by a foreign. importa- 
tion of officers and soldiers, who had no direct interest in 
the country, but to speculate ever at the expense of the 
Colonists. 
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* Irt tJie 'year 1818, a C6figrgggr femed, com- 

pootjii of delegates from ditVci-L'nt department, at Cliiipao- 
ringo, ill the month of September, that declared Mexico 
^^sfiaO^S^ SiklM%bc«ak!ng^ tliai ffiiat aHeglMlitall 

i^age which hadl ^f%i}g ceni^^ 

politic, and which a pure regaj^ior aaturai rights could aao 
^bnger endure* * ^>^^ , ■ -■ v. . 

sitioii of time« anothoi* Congress of Creole dplf»'!??^te?? nssem- 
41ed in the mon^ of February, 1522, in order, to fieUie ilie 
%HDciple«^ a'-timistitMon ; iaad in Indst ^yeifj ^^^n^eadiid 
it 4ra8 Imsed upoM the \sf(md grbtm^e al tfiiee d in 
the ronstituiiuu of Uie United Siaies of Aiueiiea. After 
tke lapse of two years, euiuunterinL': maoj interruptions of 
i^VM^ <lharacter, both foreign and domestic^ itiraa a^tif^ted 
^ ipi96cMnisa in the 1824. The firist Ceri^tftlrfkMtiia 
Congress couv^ n* «1 January 1st, 1825, at the Caj^ital. and 
held this jear^ iu the mouth of August, an extraardiimry 
session. .-^ . 

It is said that the fofm'of government ef the WsjBisibA 

Repiildii; is tlie popular, rep^eseulati^ and fedei al, in the 
conception of its characteristics ; and that the general gov- 
ernment of the federation is divided into two ^raiu^iidi^^ : 
that of 9 Chamber of Deputies, an<r that of iklilf^ore: . ' 
Deputies arc chosen bv the majority of qualified citizens to 
vote in each btate and Ti^rritory, — one lur every fifty thou- 
sand; or for a fraction not less than twenlrfwfite'^tJMiS^Hh^ 
dtizens^ It is also requisite to have arfiVed idit^tt^t^'if 
twenty-five years, and to enjoy the ample e'Xercise of citi- 
zenship, in order to hold this oHice. The Chamber ttf 
Beputiea is said to be wholly renewed ^vtrf^'^iffil^jfi^t 
and that a Deputy shall hold no office of tarmit, ItHffiiPiMp^ 
ing in the National Congress, according to the CoiioUtu- 

.''--•rufi-'*' 
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tional Compact. Two Senators are elected in each State^ 
bj the migority of the citizens ; two in the Federal District^ 
wlueh iiiiBliidee the city of Uezico ; and an eqoal number 
fwiih that of the States are elected, in turn, by the Senate, 
the Supreme Court, and the Chamber ol deputies ; which 
«|eeidea the election of sndi as do not obtain the ¥ot^ of 
an thfoe, but such as have beHa voteA for bj some tM«f 

them. And in onlcr to be eligible to llii.- ofBce, it is neces- 
earj to have arrived at thirty years of age, and to be in the 
fall CTergifle of tki>^^^te of citizenslip r l&soydt is furth^T^' 
aeeeseary to haire held^bme office oThigh trust, no less thai^ V 

thsit of Sn}>erior Chief of the Treasury. J'liia Chamber 
is oae4hird renewed everj two^ years. In each Chamber^ 
a ijoorom is formed by one more than half of the mei|bers» 
SeBalersy during the term of their office, shall hold no other 
positions of tru-t in tin? Republic at the same time. 

To be eligible to the oiiiee of I'resident, it is necessary 
to b6 a nadve citiaen, thirty-^ve years of age, and a resi- 
&Biat> The esxecntiTe power of the Republic is invested in 
a Presidi'ul uitd loitr Secretaries chosen by hiin-clf lor tlie 
dispatch of the tour branches of tlie public admiiiistratiooy 
vis : Interior and Foreign Relations ; Justice and Ecelesi- 
astteal .Affiiirs ; Treasury ; War and Marine Concernments. 
These Secreiaries must be native citizens ; the President 
ia ehosen for four years. 

The Jndicial Power of the Republic resides in a Si»- 
prsme'Conrt, three Circuit Courts, and those of the District. 
The Supreme Court diviiied ialo three Halls, comprising, 
in aU^ eleiven Ministers of Justice and one FiscaL Besides 
thesa^ finr civil and criminal trials of the First Instance^ 
there are Judges and Constitutional Alcald($s. To be eli- 
gibie to the olhce of bupreme Judge, it is necessary to be 
learned » the law, a native citiaen, and approved bj . the 
Nilioiial Ii6gliltttttr«. The Stats Jadioiary are appointed 
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hy the respectiye Governorsiand con&rmed hy their Liegis- 
Ifttures* 

The interior GoTemineiit-of ihe Mexieaii organieed Ter^ 

ritories resides in a political Chief, dependent on the general 
gOTenunent of the nation ; in a Deputation elected bjr the 
citiEens thereof ; and aisoy m the inferior Courts' neeeaaary 
for the administration of justice. And for this purpose, 
thej are divided into districts, counties, or departamcntos, 
or partidoa^ which are undc r the charge of protects or sub- 
ttrdTects, appointed by the GoTemors* 

In all towns of any importance^ lliere are A3nnitamientos, 
charged with tiie police of safety and good order, having 
iheir jurisdietion extended oyer the nei^boring Tillages 
and estates* 

The State Governments are divided into three powers, 
viz : the Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary. Every 
Mexican by birth or by naturalization, and twenty^e 
years of age, is a citizen of the Mexican United States, 
except guilty of some crime. Personal securities are granted 
by the constitution of the United States of Mexico, in the 
same manner as by that of the United States of America. 
The Mexicftn constitution declares that the aational religHHi 
shall be the Catholic, Apostolic, or Roman. The clergy 
have their special legislation ; the army has its code, known 
as Ordenanza ; the armed force of Mexico is repated to 
number nine thousand men ; although some say times 
that number. The number of officers of the general gov- 
ernment amounts to two thousand, nine hundred and iiineiy» 
and of pensioners, to nine hundred and forty. The number 
of EodesiasticB rises to three thousand two hundred and 
thirty ; of Convents of Monks, to one hundred and forty ; 
Convents of Nuns, to sixty ; and ot Colleges of the Propa- 
ganda FidCi to eight ; while the raonastaries contain one 
thousand, one hundred and forty 'monks ; the nunneries one 
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thousand, five hundred and forty professed nnns ; seven Lun» 
dred md i'onj girk ; and eight hundred and eighty lemal^ 
«ervfuit£u The tamml revenues of the detgy from yarions 
HitM^i amocw^to near leo nuilions 0f d<^lar8. Hereto^ 
fore, it has been extremely difficult to ascertain the amount 

4he estates of the clergy, from the fact they would evade 
•^"general veglitfy law of ^ kmdofice; bat under tka 
%mty ef Comoofort, and in case of their estates not being 
registered at a certain time, the Law-Lerdo or the law of 
the tweaty-iiiih oi June, I856| or otherwise, the law for the 
«ale of corporation piopertiesi for it is known by all thesa 
MMneS) lias been the ^reat work of this g|oveminent, and 
already it has brought to light and life in the land^ an ele- 
fn^nt as strong as the one it combats. 

Since Ibe period, 1825, to the present time, wi^ soareelj 
a y e a i ^s pelice ; with laws unequally enforced, and as often 
Evaded, when large amounts of money are at issue ; with a 
Oongreee and Clergy that tax almost the vital breath which 
the poorer classes inhale ; with no ambition to improve Hie 
eOHfitry in any of the Taried senses of that term, nor to 
advance thempf'lves generally as a nation of sentient indi^ 
Tiduals, in the arts and sciences, contributing thereby to 
naiiMkal greatness ; with mines, forests, and 8<m1, abounding 
in natural wealth, but with scareely any desire to tax them* 
selves in the endeavor to superintend and cultivate all of 
these indigenous fields, in order to bear them the golden 
liAmsts, increasing their riches and individBal standing) 
^b a goTeiranient ever changing, and jeakms of ferelgners 
and capitalists, making, at times, large concessions and 
granting exclusive privileges, and at other times, annulling 
them ae being injurious to Uie body politic, and ever watch* 
M, in iMs last laSbrt, to make these chartered companies 
forl'eit what they had invested, thereby receiving the spoils 
of iiiTestipents ; with a constitution and laws which draw 
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no dislinctioii between colors, thereby placing the untutored 
red maQ of the forests and the sons of Africa w equal terms 
with the fair descendants of the Castiliaa race, and thereby 
advancing these mixed castes at the expense oi lessening 
themselTes ; moreover, especially by intermarriages : what 
oonntry, in view of aU these nationalKenky misfoUmes^ 
misrule, anarchy in its worst form, duties and taxation upon, 
what flows into the country,almost witliout aparal.ei in the 
ftnnftU of civiliaed naaonis ; embezzlements of j^lie treas- 
ure under appointments to fill high stations; sTStcmsof 
espionage both civil and ecclesiastical, enough to subvert 
the best constituted form of government, which man can 
eoneeive, and having had so many cahunkies.^ ^ome, for 
80 long a time; filled with intestine foes^ aQd ^urr^uMed 
by wily foreigners, could have survived so edfoctualljiier 
yoksanic throes, till now, except Mexico ? Notwithstanding, 
how has she survived ? how does she «mk in the progress 
of the events of nations ? Who are her imfsertai stpies- 
men and patriots ? Who are her historians a«ii- ann al isf« ? 
Who are her civilians, surgeons, physicians, merchants and 
meehanics ? What fields have her seholars and artists sur- 
veyed and brought to light? a|id finaUy, howhav#liergiap 
erals and soldiers distineruished tboraselves, as if tactics aai 
simple evolutions, constituted true courage ? 

If wisdom, prudence, sagacious management» and a spirit 
pf reconciliation, be deeply implanted iu the ae*r% ltt«i»l 
iuid determined mind of President Comonfort, surrounding 
himself with discretion, integrity, and faithfulness in the 
discharge of trusts, and appoinUng to iinportiuit Ptati oiM , 
moreover especially, Custom Houses fw the t«eepliSM?iBd 
inspection of foreign merchandise, such as have distinguished 
themselves by some known and acknowledged merit of their 
own acquirement; — the Republic of M^xaeamQr^ 
proud nation, by falMng back to the prhuoy i i ri if sh i oipki 
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which embrace the conUmr of the constitution of the United 
States ; developing and improYUig her internal reeources 
and natural positions ; establishing free toleration in religious 

matters^and the common school system throughout the coun- 
try ; fuid abnegating the colored races the right of suf!'rage« 
thereby ezejuding them from the wake of political iniiae^ce 
and aspirants^ bat granting them ample protection in the 
security of their lives, conceded liberties, :i:ul |)ioperty ; 
and in pursuance of these points siie may cause her sons to 
be respected^ among all foreign nations, not so much from 
their own worth, as from the greatness of the nation whose 
characleristics they represent. 

To establish peace, security and prosperity to the countrj, 
aaiTto arrest and subdue that ladrone-like spirit so common 
in Mexico, should be amonpr the first offices which a good 
and wisp government pclunns lo her people, as tending to 
extend and increase her population in distant parts, away 
fimn the oon&ies of towns and cities. - 

When visiting the region of Tepic, in March, 1856, 1 
was iidormed that a band ol ladrones ot iiioie lhaii live hun- 
dred Strong, had assembled in that vicinity, committing 
devastations too generally upon property and individuals, 
appropriating their stores of provisions and other valuables, 
and even giving te^I^^ ot peace to tiie city of Tepic, of more 
than twelve thousand inhabitants. 

So far as I was able to discover personally, and by con- 
versation with intelligent Mexicans, I should judge, from 
the coritiguratton of this country, being, as it is, diversiiied 
bj hills and dales, by mountains and gulches, and by con- 
tmiMNis ridges and d( < p ravines, that the Republic on the 
western slope of th^ .Mexican Coi-(lilIe)-:i alioinuled (piite 
generally in the precious metals; and tint there is mani- 
ftited a strong spirit with regard to working both the silver 
mod goM minea embraced In these regions ; bat the want of 
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general confidence has, for manj years, prevented capital- 
ists and indudtry trom investing^ to any great extent, their 
meana in so tangible a form sb to be suiceptible of beiag 
taxed or attached bj the government, wlien in strai^tened 
circumstances; aiN irin^ that the prior adminislmtiuii iiad iiu 
constituiiomil power to concede such privileges^ as are con- 
tained in the inducements which the trequeatly hokb oq$ la 
win the inexperienced. Those which are work^ iB Hoiiora, 
Cinaloa, Jali-^cu, JJurangu, U uaiiajauto, Zacateca^, -^iicLoa- 
can, and Oajaca, seem, by the best reports I was abie to 
derive information irom in this respect, to be aome^^at 
resnscitating from their past prostration and unproductive- 
iiei>», &iuce the cuiiimenceraent of the Mexican revulution. 

From the most reliable information coming withiD tej 
reach, the population of the Republic of Meaooo istXHit^tei 
to embrace eight millions, while the classes of society are 
singulai'ly varied, and known by distinctions more striking 
than those observable in other countries. Uete are iomt 
more distinct, and almost more alien classes to eadi other, 
than as if they were a separate people, actuated by the 
strongest seutimeiiis of national rivalry, iiiebe^^lasses are 
native Spaniards, Creoles or Spaniards bom in Ammm^ 
tlie mixed Castes, and Indians. The number of the fiffsl 
class is computed at eighty thousand ; llmt ui tlie second 
at one million, five hundred thousand ; that ot the third 
at two million8,five hundred thousand ; and that ofihe fenrth 
at three millions, nine hundred and twenty thousand. Tha 
first class generally appear better iniormeU, more iuUusLri- 
ous and more highly bred than the Creoles, and in ail 
respects, except native questions, far more Hheral^ mui m 
merchants, active, enterprising and honorable ; and towatdi 
strangers, courteous and obiiLiinpr: and maiiy of these 
remarlLS are not inapplicable to the Creoies, whom Xshould 
judge, notwithstanding^ to he fonder of s^tondor jod jjdiig 



Digitized by 



OF XH£ MEXICAK CQUDi^LmA* 



on fine hones riclilj coraparisoned. In this respect, the 
mixed castes lag not far behind, inasraucli as they are able 
to imitate* Tiie manners, liabits, and customs of this peo* 
pie, I have akeady alluded to in my prior letters* 

In this Republic wealth is unevenly distributed ; conse- 
quently, ( diu jition is little promoted, except, as it were, 
among a privileged few ; and even theses alter having re- 
ceived a lib^Fal education, seem to relapse into their old 
habits and customs with but seldom maki an effort to distin* 
guish themselves by any patriotic or schulacslic bei \ ices to the 
promotion of the be&t interests of their own country. Com- 
merce is chilled by enonnoas high duties, and the middling 
and poorer classes are egregiously taxed and impoverished 
by this government system of eliicanery ; agriculture is 
fetterecland made the tool of the government by the estab- 
lishment .of Ia9 GariUu ; manufactures and mining are 
viewed with a jealous eye by those in power if in want of 
money ; and^in this case, some new invention of taxation is 
frequently resorted to in order to effect this end, as the 
government is ever needy ; public improvements of what^ 
soever nature and character, are kept far in the back ground 
of other countries ; and general education, even among the 
wealthy Creoles, is frowned down, as being not the sacred 
niicleas around which the sons and daughters of ancient 
AnahuBC should now assemble to celebrate, in joyous fes- 
tivity, the birth of their national Independence ! 

The Indians resemble in their general features and ap- 
pearance, and in their facial contours, the aborigines found in 
other parts of America ; having copper color, flat and smooth 
hair, short beard, squat bodies, long eyes with the corners 
turning up towards the temples, prominent cheek boneSi 
thick lips, and an expression of gentleness in the mouth, 
6ti ongly contrasted with their gloomy and severe looks. 

The Jiadsden Purchase, in the northern portion of the 
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Republic of Mexico, produced at the time of its transfer 
quit6 a sensation of discontent especiaUj among a class of 
politicians then opposed to the conceding administration, 
and also in the more northern States of the Republic ; how- 
ever, when I was at Mazatlan, that seemed to have died 
awiiy in view of the anticipated protection being extended 
to them by an United States' settlement and military posts 
established on the line. This territory is reputed to'abound 
in rich miues of gold and silver ; and also oi copper, worth 
eightjr or ninety per cent., as represented to me by old Mex- 
icans who had, years ago, explored that region of country, 
with views solely bent on making discoveries of tnineral 
wealth. These explorers alleged, as the causes of their dis- 
coveries not having been much worked up to the period of the 
purchase by the United States, the ea^pense and the extreme 
difficulty of getting provisions, and also the deadly hostility 
of the Indian tribes, who roamed and swept over that coun- 
try, bidding defiance, except to the ramparts of military 
tactics. 

' This Purchase is computed to embrace a geo!7raphical 
area of near forty thousand square miles, measuring from 
east to west four hundred and seventy miles, and on an av- 
erage eighty and a half miles from north to south. Much 
has been said with reference to the bad taste and policy of 
the United States government making and endorsing the 
Gradsden Purchase, and perhaps the amount paid for it may, 
to a casual observer, seem extravagant. However, in the 
consummation of this national acquisition j there were two 
great and prominent objects in view. The first and para- 
monnty was to obtain throagh amicable offices and negotia- 
tions, a release from an obligatimi entered into at the 
confirmation of the Hidalgo treaty with Mexico, stipulating 
that the United States should protect the northern borders 
of this Bepnhlic from the inroads and depredations of tha 
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Indian hordes living north of the boundary line. And the 
second was the acquirement of a territory which, viewed 
in eveiy light aod consideration, should, tbe seasons round, 
most promote the interest and commerce of the United 
States and tlie wov\d at lar^e : presenting in the bleak 
Ty^T^a of winter, scarce!/ any obstacles to continuous trav- 
Without coming constantly in contact with heayy firosto 
jBjiA snow heaped upon heaps. 

No man's reason or motives, in view of a national Rail- 
:road, should \^ bq obtuse and selfish as to adopt a routp 
whidh imight cany with jt the weighly ol^eotions of north- 
ern railroads in the winter season, compared to the percep- 
iible advantages of those constructed in the more southern 
portions of the American Uniim. For this great national 
route i^ould have no fetters to bind or retard travel and 
commerce one moment of time, in the event of such an en- 
terprise being completed ; as Europe and Asia will look 
.npon this thoroughfare in the light of that GU^den lank 
which, like the heart to the human system, mustconstantljr 

vibralc. 

This probable route, occupying intermediate points, is 
proposed to leave el Bio Grande at a place called Franklin, 
near a town by the name of £1 Paso, and running west- 
ward Ij to a point called Colorado City. From a view of this 
route, both geographically and topographically, upon the 
best charts descriptive of this Purchase, and from my con- 
versation at MazaUan with intelligent Mexicans and for- 
eigners respecting this proposed route, I discovered that 
after it leaves los Fasosof the Pinal and San Fedro moun- 
tains, there are two routes proposed, giving the inner sur- 
face the form of an ellipsis, and coming to a fbcus near 
Colorado Citv. The lower or more southern of these routes, 
seems to present a much straighter line, and witii no more 
appanent obstacles to surmount in tbe construction of this 
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national enterprise than in the upper one ; a few mountain 
ridges aod spurs obstructing the champaign aspect of the 
eoQotrjr* HoweTer, tbrongfa. these. Passes kam been cUs* 
coyered to fbnn the lerel tract and Ibj the iron band. 

In the southern portion of the Purchase, there are ten 
small villages or towns, from which settlements radi^e, 
grace and prodaee, though at the fearAil hazard of Indian 
encroachments and spoilations. A few miles west of the 
center of the Purchase, there are situated two copper moun- 
tains called Sierra de Ajo, and La Montana de P^jaro ; 
the former seventy-five and the latter fiftj miles south of el 
Rio de Gila. Other portions of the Purchase are said to 
abound with this metal, equally as easy of transit and ship- 
ment as the localities alluded to. ^he rich ore of these 
mountains I have already mentioned, whieh, from the re- 
puted abundance of that metal, and the short distance that 
it becomes necessary to pack it, one would suppose might 
and will create an eminently remunerative field for the in- 
vestment of capital and indastry, in order to acoomplish 
their most desired ends. 

Conversing with H. S. "Washburn, United States Deputy 
Surveyor, in the early part of April of this year, (1857,) 
with reference to the Gradsden Purchase, and also my pub- 
lication of a Work descriptive of Western Mexico, he 
informed me that he would look over his notes relative to 
that Purchase, and furnish me such material information 
from them, as m\ght tend to throw light upon that region of 
country. The I'oiiowing embraces the promised sketch from 
his notes : 

^ It was on the 2nd day of July, A. D., 1856, that I 
crossed the Rio Colorado, about one mile below the mouth 
of the Rio Gila, for the purpose of examining in person so 
much of that country, generally known under the title of 
* Gadsden Purobaae,' ad my limited time would permit. I 
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4oett wiUite« but Ql^e^inil And three nules. After crossing 
^e Colorado, I took tlia road leading north, and soon found 

myself traveling eastward in the valley on the south side 
of the Gila. For the first fifteen miles, the alluvial portioD 
-of^e«tai|^j 0)1 the south side of the river, is from one to 
in widih. At this point the liver eomes near 
washins: the foot hills on the south, which are rugged and 
barren. These hills are, however, soon passed, when the 
Tallej is found to expand to rather more than its preTious 
width, and continues gradually to widen so far as I ascended 
it. At twenty-five miles, there has recently been discov- 
ered a rich copper mine, a short distance from the riyer. 
At sixty miles, the road leading to the Ariaona copper mines 
leads off to the sonth. At ninety miles, lie bleaching among 
the rocks the bones of the Oatman family, killed by the 
Indians in the year 1850* At one hundred and ten miles, 
is the murderer^s grave, concerning which there is a tale of 
soraething like half tragedy and half ' a la Vigilance,' 
which occurred in 1849. At one hundred and fifty miles, 
I came to the Maricopa villages ; tm miles further are the 
Pimo villages ; and twelve miles further, the road leaves 

the river and turns south towards Tucson. 

So far, the soil of the first or alluvial bottoms of the 
Gila is, beyond all question, of extreme richness and fertil-i 
ity, peculiarly adapted to the production of sugar cane, 
cotton, tobacco, and all our southern staples and fruits ; and 
I am of opinion that the cofibe tree could be cultivated here 
advantageously ; but of this I am not certain. That por* 
tion of the Gita below the Maricopas, does not appear to 
be the home oi many of the grasses ; but it is from no fault, 
or rather no want of a good soil. Weeds, bushes of vari- 
ous kinds, mezqnit undergrowth, and, on the banks of the 
river, large cottonwoods, with willows, grow most exube- 
rantly. There is always some grass, but not enough to 
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yauMf me in saying Ihat it it a gooi itoclc ^eoQotry. The 

domestic grasses would no doubt do well. The river itself 
is about one hundrad yards wide, with an average depth, 
•I thai tim^ of tiro feeVaadaboandsm fighof an ezcellowt 
<|ualit7 ; while in the yallej there is plenty of deer, ante* 
lope, goats and quail, with not a habitation of eiiher Indians 
or white men to dkturb them, from Fort Yuma to the Jia- 
xioopa vilkkges. Among the Indiansy this is eonsidered 
neatnd gioond ; nor do any haft htwless marauders Infinnge 
upon or violate this neutrality. Thus it is tliat circum- 
stances have cleared the way for an early settlemeQt of this 
▼alley. Think hot for « moment of the Yasft amount of our 
great southern staples and ether pmdnce that diis valley la 

capable of growing ; one hundred and fifty miles lung by 
jtQ average of three miles in width on the south side oi tha 
river, with as much more on the north side in New Mexico. 
This would give an ariea of nearly six hundred thousand 
acres of the first qualily of tillable land, with every facility, 
for irrigation when needed. The banks of the river are 
▼ery low, and the water can he taken out in ditches at 
nearly every mile. 

"There are two rainy seasons — one in winter (light 
rains,) and one in summer (heavy showers through the 
months of June, July, August and September.) The eh- 
mate appears to be healthy, hot the heat in sununer ia 
excessive. 

" The scenery is grand and attractive, and at the same 
time, forbidding. On either side of the valley, below the 
Maricopa villages, rise high, ragged, broken, precipitous, 
rocky, volcanic mountains, that look as if they had but yes- 
terday ceased burning, Spread out between them is a val- 
ley, presenting the appeaninee of a magnificent lawn in all 
its verdure. The contrast is easier im agi ned- than described. 
We were well treated by the Maricopas and Pimos. 
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They raise corn, pumpkins, brooms and melons in great - 
abundance ; also cotton^ from which ihej weave cloth and 
make iheir own elothing. With them ^potorance is bliss. 
Thej have nothing, to all appeaiance, to disturb them, 
but are the embodiments of contentment — strangers to 
trouble and vice ; they know nothing of the pangs and 
misery |»roduced by hankenng^ craving and striving ailer 
the almighty dollar* Physically, they are tall, weU fonned, 
athletic, and active, but indolent. If our every-d<iy fault- 
Anders, grumblers and chronic growlers at their hard lot 
would but pi^ these simple natives a visits and apply the 
lesson, it would certainly pay them an hundred fold to take 
the journey. 

The rains here are more frequent than below, and the 
elevation is already becoming quite evident from the tem- 
perature. The country is also becoming covered with an 

excellent quantity of grass. Above these viiliiges, the Gila 
country to its sources is an excellent stock country. Near 
its sources are said to be extensive pineries, and if true, 
lumber can be easily bronght down the river for building 

and other purposes. 

^ After resting here two days, I turned south towards 
Tucson. At forty miles, I came to Fioache Peak, at the foot 
of which is a valley, or basin, where the water collects in 
ponds (luring the raiay season, tlius refresliing the weary 
traveler and hia faithful beast of burtlien while on their 
lonely and tiresome journey to the before mentioned town* 
The soil of this valley is rich, and the grass excellent and 
abundant. Meztiuit timber is plenty. The country hence 
to the river is rather undulating, with a soil of good 
appearance^ but not producing any but occasional patches 
of mezquit, with an oasis of grass here and there presented 
to view. The Pioache mountain is the highest point of 
land for some distance around, and from its summit a most 



Digitized by 



S42 TRAYZLB OK THE WXaXEBK 8LOPK 



exedlent Tiewcan be obtnoed. In nearly etery 

are to be seen detached or isolated mountains, whic li at 
first lead one towthe conclusion that this surrounding coun- 
try ia very mountainoas, bat traTeling further on he ia aeon 
disabused of this idea, by finding that these monntaina 

occupy but e «mf^ll poi-tinu (if liie country, the rpinaiiider 
being level or gently roiling. The Gadadonian copper 
mine is located about twenty-five miles to the mtheaat 
of this point The country from this place descends to the 
soutlnvai-tl, but in other t'^atures, 2rroA\ tli, etc., is inuch the 
same as that betwetu the Pioache aiwl [he Gila for about 
twenty-five miles, when I was fairly in the valley of Toeson. 
Hence it is fifteen miles to the town, before arriving at 
wlii( li, T met a party of fifteen Amei irans endfavoriiiir to 
intercept a band of Apaches en route for their homes, with 
tfita CabcUgada of stolen horses from Sonora. Xhe ezp6> 
dition proved successful ; one hundred and eighty head of 
hoiM;.-? and mules were captured iVuin the Indians, The 
victors and their booty were received by llie citizens with 
manifestations of joy. As it is the custom in this country on 
such occurrences, the animals were declarod a legal priseu 
After indul<xincr in a crenenil tumult of rejoicinirs, and receiv- 
ing the congraiu hit ions of many a liair Sefiuriiii, an dlort 
was made to divide the spoils among those who had taken 
a hand in the expedition. In this they could not a^ree, so 
every man conchided to pit(*h in and licip himself. The 
result was some got as many as (itleen while others got 
none. 

**This valley is very extensive, being twenty-five or thirty 

miles in width, east and west, and from seventy to eighty 
miles north and south. It is known in ditferent places by 
different names^ and connects on the northeast with the 
San Pedro Valley, and thence with that of the Gila* It 
also branches (M on the southwest and connects with other 
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Tallejs leading to Sonoita, and thence to the Gulf of Cal- 
Ifornia. On the east and eoatheast it connects again with 
the' San Pedro Valley, the Santa Cms Yallej, and others 
which lead either to the Rio Grande or the head waters of 
the San Ignacio, and los Rios Yaqui and Miiyo in Sonora. A 
large portion of this vallej possesses a soil of unsurpass- 
ing richness, but it is wanting in running streams of water. 
I am of opinion that artesian wells, when tried in this val- 
lej, will prove successful, and if 8o, of course must be of 
incalculable value. Tucson is situated on a small creek 
which runs bdt a short distance below the town and sinks 
in tlie sand. There are no other running streams near 
here but that are dry a portion of the year. The town has 
a population of near one thousand souls, mostly Sonorians. 
It is built of adobes and is in tbe usual dilapidated condition 
of other Mexican towns. Previous to the Purchase it -was 
a military station or fort, and was the only point, except 
San Xavier, in the northern part of Sonora and not on the 
Bio GrandiB) that the Mexican army was able to hold 
against the attacks of Apaches. All other places, as Sopoi i, 
Arrivaca, Tubac, Calaboyas, Babacomori, Tumacacari, Los 
Alamos, and many other haciendas have been long since 
deserted. 

There is a small church in the town of Tucson, built by 
a single individual, who expended his last dollar in its con- 
struction, as an offering to his God for his providential 
delivery from the hand^of the Apaches. There is a snail 
grist mill, one mile outside of tliC town, which does a fair 
business. There are four or five stores doing a moderate 
trade. There are enough Americans to protect the place, 
and to form the nucleus of a flourishing settlement. Wheat, 
barley, and other cereals are sown in January and har- 
vested in May. As soon as the summer rains commence, 
usually about the middle of June, coru is planted on the 
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same ground, and a good crop is raised in favorable locar 

tions without irrigation, thus raising two crops a year upon 
the same ground. CSotton, sugar-cane^ tobacco, and moit 
of the fruits of the temperate clunates do welL I saw here 
a specimen of virgin iron considerably larger and nearly of 
the form of a large anvil. It is said to be susceptible of 
being ant and wrought into any form desired, afi i^is. It 
was brought from a mountam of the same matc$rial,'abo«t 
forty miles distant. The mines and the Apaches are the 
chief topics oi conversation. The former are Jooked upon 
as jet in embryo, but as a sure fi^rtune to ali as soon as 
they get strong enough to repel and punish the attadcs of 

the latter. The Tapago Indians appear to be quite iiuiner- 
ouSy raise the crops usual among Indians, and have some 
produce to sell ; and they aiso trade off oon^iderable gold 
dust They are peaoeable and friendly. The climate Iq 
this valley is much more humid than that of California. 
I remained in Tucson about ten days ; nearly every day 
there were frequent showers of rain, intermingled ytn^ii 

m 

intervals of sunshine. Vegetation is consequently very 

rank, aside from which there are no local causes to induce 
fevers. The climate is, I think, salubrious, and the tem- 
perature much lower than in the valley of the Gil|L Tbfi 
principal rains are in summer. The grass and other veg* 
etation are green nearly nine months in the year— nearly 
twice long as in the State of California. 

^ Leaving Tucson and continuing up the valley nine miles, 
T came to the Mission of San Xavier. This Mission was 
built in a very early day by the Spanish Government, at 
an expense of $33«300, under the direction of the Jusuits. 
The original cost was afterwards entirely refunded by these 
Jesuits, in produce, principally wheat, raised by the labor 
of the Indians. At one time the annual production of 
wheat alone was tentliousand iknegas, or twenty-iive thou- 
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sand bushels. The Mission building, or Cathedral, is built 
entirely of brick and appears of the usual style and nze 
as those in Galifomiay at Santa Barbara, San Gabriel and 
San Louis Rej. In the interior of the Mission the images 
and paintings are, as well as the Avliole building, in a won- 
derful state of preservation, but the outside buildings have 
very much fallen into decay. There was only one family 
(Seflor Castro's) living at this place. They were in con- 
stant fear from the Apaches ; every day expecting that that 
one would be their last. The fertility of this valley is 
iinsui^passed, whether it be for arable or stock raising pur* 
poses. Thirty miles south are some fine pineries with good 
mill sites, and plenty of water. The lands are believed to 
be principally public. What more desirable locality can 
the emigrant reasonably expect ? 

From San Xavier to Sopori it is thirty miles ; still in 
the same valley, or rather a tributary valley to the one in 
which are Tucson and San Xavier. It was on this road, 
about two weeks previous, that the Apaches surprised four 
men and -murdered them for blood alone, as they were found 
without even a garment being taken from their bodies. 
The soil is everywhere rich, producing a luxuriant growth 
of grass, and in many places a heavy growth of mezquit 
timber, which is also loaded with beans, of which cattle 
and horses are as fond as of barley or corn. This fruit 
is called mezquit beans trom its resemblance to the field 
bean in the pod, and is by many considered as valuable fa^ 
stock as grain. A CoL Douglass, in connection with TT. 

B. Roads and ^Dodson, have taken up this rancho, 

(Sopori,) and intend holding it by pre-emption. There 
can 'be no better country for stock, while there is also* 
plenty of good tillable land. They hav« here a silver mine 
which they are working with sanguine anticipations of its 
ultimately yielding them a fortune. ^ ^ 
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To give some idea of the cliamcterof fhis mine, which 

may or may not be a fair sain pie of the hundred other 
mines that iiave been abandoned in the Gradfiden Purchase, 
I will here give aa extract from a letter received this date 
from my worthy friend and acquaintance, Wm. B. Roadi, 
Esq., formerly of Stockton, Caiiiornia, and known to uiany 
of the citizens of this place« His letter ia dated Decem- 
ber SOtb, 1856, and reads thus : 

^ < At last, about six weeks since, the tanoops arrived under 
command of Major Stein. Tucson iie did not think a 
proper place for encampment) and so he went to Calabazas 
rancho, to the great disappointment of ail the Tucson fel- 
lows, the most of whom have gone to Tubac to take up 
land for raising a crop for the next year. Provisions are 
very higli. Wheat is worth two dollars and fifty cents per 
bushel ; com and barle j, five cents per pound ; potatos, 
ten cents per pound, and not to be had at that, even for 
seed. From all appearances, all kinds of produce will keep 
up to present prices for more than a year to come. Store 
goods are sold at the CSalifomia prices of 1849. Cattle are 
very high, and will be worth more here than at any phice 
in the west. Most of the old ranchos are destroyed by the 
Indiana, but if those in command of the troops here do as 
they say they will, we will soon be rid of these plagues — 
then will be the time to take up land in this country. There 
are some old Spanish titles which will doubtless holdgood, 
and there are also Mexican titles or grants^ nearly every 
foot of the nmaining fertile portion of the Purchase, which 
are regarded as counterfeit and given by illegal authorities, 
and will Qot hold. It seems that the of&cers of this com- 
mand have commenced to speculate in real estate. 

About mining we have good prospects before tis» 
Scarcely a week passes but what we hear of some new dis- 
covery, and still ttusre are very few prospedong. Next 
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year we will see many a mine worked to advantacre, and^ 
on a more substantial basis than the placer diggings of 
California eyer have, or ever can be worked. Col. Doug- 
laflSy Dodson and my^etf are now at the Sopori rancho, 
woikiiig a silver miiic, only uiic mi if iVom water and lim- 
ber, (the same as we were preparing to work when you 
were down bere,) containiiig metal in abundancoi which 
yields as it comes fronvthe vein, when worked with quick- 
silver, ten marks, or eighty d^^llars to the three liuadred 
pounds. Grold is scattered all tUrougli the vein. Besides 
m theve <«re two other mining eompanies. One at Tubac 
and one at San Xavier, both of them seem to be satisfied 
with their mines. 

*''Not long since the Indians made their appearance 
again, but we hope the almighty arm of the United States 
will protect us from these thieving scoundrels. Come out 
here and see how thiners look now. You would not leave 
here without makiug one or another goo(i speculation. 

WM. B. ROADS/ 

^ 1 if h eii nillt'rf further I came to the Arrivaca Rancho • 
(deserted.) Nature here certainly strained every energy. ■ 
and device to make a paradise on earthy or raiher i^ l^bo^ 
for a paradise ; for a more-lovely^ enchantiug spot I iiiovef 
snw. No descripiiun can convey any idea of its beauty, or 
of its rare and unsurpa^f^ed advantages tor farming and 
stOMok raiaiBg purposes. The elevation is such Mtoi'^Mler • 
the dtmate as diarming and desirable as tbe ofter gctt^tli^ 
just described, it is covered by a Spanish grant for three - . 
square leagues, -said to be genuine. These is an «ld^ ' 
deserted siiver nuiie near by. > ; - - ^ 

Passing from Anmimf I ton»d mtfie to:t]le'^ioQll^lmd 
kavincf the \ all( y 1 entered rolling hills. At ten «fles,*i 
GQjjoQ to the boiutffa h^e^ and ai^w^tiPinilas f^I;|i|i^- 1 q^uiiiQ^^ 
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to the Busim Rancho, also deserted, and this is atiother 
specimen of nature's eft'orts at perfection. I saw this day 
the first wild tarkej since I have been on the Pacific coast. 
Deer and antelope are yerj numerous. Fifteen miles to 
the north-east is the Agua Caliente silver mine, where the 
famous ^ plaachas de la plata * were found upon the surface 
of the ^und) one of which brought over seven hundred 
dollars. 

** Leaving the Busini Kancho, a mile or two Lrouorht me 
to the Agua Caliente creek, down which stream I continued 
to Tubatama, a distance of thirty miles, and the first habits 
able place I had seen since leaving San Xavier. To this 
place the valley of the AgiKi Caliente is generally narrow, 
well timbered, and very fertile. The back country is 
broken and rolling, but generally well adapted to the rais- 
ing of stock. Tubatama contions a population of about six 
hundred inhabitants. They are hospitable, but with one 
or two exceptions miserably poor. Although the soil when 
'cultivated^ produces most generously of everything from 
l«lgar-cane down to a radish, they bartly raise a sufficiency 
to subsist u[)on. A more indolent, timid, miserably useless 
race of beings I never met with. There was not a pound 
4|Mtiiit in the place, and most thankfully did they receive 
lifon me a present of venison ham, killed that day upon the 
road. At this point the valley becomes much broader, and 
the surrounding country less broken. 

^ Continuing down the same valley, I came to Altar^ a 
^pMMG^ of thirty miles. It is situated near the junction of 
the Agua Caliente and San Ignacio rivers. In this distance 
|jf thirty miles I passed many settlements. The valley 
eon|iiiae8 fertile and everywhere rewards richly the labors 
it^ifii^Bitkandman. Altar is a town of some importance^ 
and has been the centre of a considerable trade. It is buOt 
of adobes^ and some of the buildings jpresent a neat appear* 
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ance, but decay is much more frequendj refleeted from 

everything in the shape of a LL'iKiiient. Her<' ronies the 
inquiry, wherefore is all this decay and ruia, thig indolence 
and want of energy to develope a country unsurpassed in 
climate and natural resources, unless it be to hasten for* 
ward the day when the stars and stripes shnll ilo:it over 
these crumbiiDg walls, and infuso into everything under 
its folds the same spirit of progress and reform and ciTili* 
cation that has ever fallen from its presence ? Nature, civ* 
iiization and humaiiiiy to that helpless and effeminate race, 
all speak in unmistakable signs for such a result. Why 
should our Government longer stay behind herself? The 
town has a population of about six thousand ; generally, 
ini-erablv poor and induleiit, but withal, as it is usual for 
them under any circumstances — very conLeuled. Their 
wants few and easily satisfied. They instinctively see 
their fate^ and quietly submit with resignation. The climate 
is delightful; many of the tropical products and fruitd 
flourish. I was very hospitably and kiudly entertained 
during my stay of two days. ^. | 

Time now admonished me that I must set my a$i^j)||^ 
homeward, and taking the most direct route in a north-west 
course, 1 came the lirsi day only to the Laguna Rancho, a 
distance of twelve^ utiles,. passing throijigh a^kvjju:ountr|^ 
with rich 6o3 and a good ipowtb of: |^uts»>9ijyk|^«t titti^ 
water, which continues fiehrVf to iSonib, a tiMn) sixty miles 
distaoi troiii Altar. Sonio is a small mining town, situated 
near the line between the ]Pt|i^ase and ^q^oc% in the lat- 
' tqr» and has a popi]la^n aj^o^sli^ iif • «r tbife j^md^ 
inhabitants. They are the most indtiiliMais.eomm«niit^ Jb^ 
have .seen, and proscM'utc their niiuing operations in their 
rude way with .i$(H|sid(&{^b^^e^^ii^^. Golq^ i# |^ pri n c i pal, 
mineral sought, hjgA seymt^Tcsy rid^ ^Ji^f^ 

r ' ^ • , - . , . , 



850 



TRAVELS ON THE WESTERN SLOPE 



were shown to me, and the owner of the mine of which some 
of these specimens were representatives, woald sell an in- 
terest for sixty thousand dollars. Judging from the specimens 
shown me, it must be a very rich mine. Agriculture is 
here entirely neglected. The country has already become 
more rugged, with a poorer soil than heretofore. Water is 
also scarce. I was drenched witli rain on the evening of 
my arrival (Aug. 2d,) in a severe thunder-shower. The 
same hospitality was extended me here as usual among 
the Sonorians. 

" Leaving Sonio, the road follows but a short distance to 
the left, and nearly in the same direction as the boundary 
line between the Purchase and Sonora, to Zonoita, a small 
town of two hundred inhabitants, sixty miles distant from 
Sanio. The country is generally rolling, or sometimes, 
quite broken, and destitute of water, but in many places 
has the appearance of a good soil. There is a fine running 
stream here, but the first water reached in approaching the 
village are some ponds of alkali, strong enough to kill stock 
if suffered to drink much of it. Zonoita derives its impor- 
ftance chiefly from its proximity to the Arizona copper 
.^mines, forty miles distant, in a north-east direction. There 
is considerable intercourse and trade between the denizens 
of the former and the agents and laborers of the latter. 
• "I am not able to give you a just and accurate descrip- 
tion of these mines, and I will only say that the ore is rich 
(from forty to ninety per cent, pure metal,) and inexhaust- 
ible. It is fifty-six miles by land from the mines to the 
Gila, whence it may be shipped in flat-boats to Fort Yuma, 
or the Gulf, and thence direct to any market in the world. 
Sixty per cent, ore is worth three hundred and eighty 
dollars per ton. From this data the curious can work out 
their own figures. 

» 
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" 2k)noita and its vicinity are well watered, and since the 
opening of the Arizona mines by the present companji 
have been allowed by the Apaches to prosper. The conse- 
quence is that the earth is made to yield her annual har- 
vests of corn, wheat, etc., etc., while horses, cattle, sheep, 
etc, are allowed to gladden the hearts of their owners, ai^d 
'A multiply and increase in comparative secnrity, 

^ From this place to Fort Tama it is one hundred and fifty 
miles, with permanent water only the first lilleen miles. 
The remaining one hmidred and thirty-five miles is fre- 
quently without a drop of water ma the Tinaja Alta route. 
One season as many as thirteen persons perished in 
attempting to make this journey. The country is uninhab- 
ited, and in many places destitute of grass. There is 
nothing on this route 'to describe, unless it be the Tinjaa 
Altas (high tanks.) These tanks are at a distance of sixty 
miles from Fort Yuma, and are a series of iiiilur;d tanks, 
worn out in the rocks by the water descending from a liigh 
table-land, down a steep bluff of granite rock of f^li three 
hundred feet on to the plain below. In this descent the 
water has washed out, or there are formed in the rocks, 
BiQ^successive tanks, one above the other, which in the 
raaSag^jBefwm fill with water that either evaporates or is 
'#ni9dE by wild animals, or the stock passing to and frcm 
the river. The lower tank only is accessible for any of 
our domestic animals, and when exhausted, the water has 
to be passed down in buckets from the tanks above. This 
operation is both slow and dangertftas? 'Oiiei^ person whom. 
I know, was thus crippled for life. Hence to Fort Yuma 
the road passes ovor a level country without another drop 
ofwater.** 

The mezquit beans are ground m/to flour by the native 

Indians, which h:is ;i sickish sweetness. The fruit of the 
petahaya resembles the pulp of figs, and has something of 
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the same taste mingled with that of raspbeny. Of that 
fruit the Indians manufacture molasses. 

AdioSy 

Agbicola. 

ClNCINNATUS. 
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may here be permitted to mention her raried climate. The 
palm tribe abound as high as twelve thousand feet above 
the level of the sea ; and on the confines of the temperate 
and torrid zones are cultivated the sugar cane, cotton, indi- 
go, and cacao plants, at an elevation of eighteen hundred 
or twenty-four hundred feet. However, the sugar cane is 
Buccessfully grown as high as six thousand feet in the val- 
leys. The banana tree extends from the shores of the sea, 
to an elevation of four thousand-, three hundred and fifty 
feet; while the temperate region from twelve hundred to 
six thousand, six hundred feet of elevation, presents the 
liquid amber styrax, and the laurel of Cervantes ; and be- 
sides these, many other varieties of similar constitutional 
plants and trees. There are four varieties of Mexican 
oak, which commence at an elevation of twenty-eight hun- 
dred and twenty feet, and generally end at six hundred and 
twenty ; and here may be seen the mountain yew, and the 
corrigated angular Banistcria. In an elevation of six 
thousand feet, and from this to fourteen thousand, one meets 
with the thick stemmed oak, the Mexican rose, the elder, 
the Mexican strawberry, the Datura superba, cardinal sage, 
the dwurf Potentilla, and the wonderful Cheirostemon pla- 
tanoides. The pines, which commence in the temperate 
zone at an elevation of five thousand seven hundred feet, 
do not disappear till they reach the cold of twelve thousand 
feet. Mahis, the native name for maize, succeeds on the 
sea coast, and in the valleys of the Tolucca, at an eleva- 
tion of eight thousand four hundred feet above the sea« 
Its production is commonly in the proportion of one hun- 
dred and fifty to one. It forms the principal nourishment 
both for man and animals. ' ^' 

Wheat, barley and the other grains of Europe, are cul- 
tivated to no extent, except on the 'plain which is situated 
in the temperate zone. Mexico produces indigenous epe- 
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eles of eherry, apple, walnut, nittlbefry, and silk wortnft. 

Bamboo is said to be grown in Vera Paz to the height of 
one hundred feet, and between the joints to be capable of 
holding twenty-fiTe pounds of wster | and no good f eaaon 
can be addnced from this position, that the Mone will not 

^ow equally as well in the territiji j of Teh uantepec, being 
in the same latitude and a difference of nearly four degrees 
of longitude. 

It is a matter of history with the early fathers who trav-- 

eled in Anahuac after its conquest, to have noted the remains 
of past ages in Indian towns and fortiiications. And in 
view of ibts^ the Father Garces found, in the oountiy of 
the Moqttis tri)>e on the Taquesilia, a branch of the Color- 
ado river, a town re^ilarly bviilr, containing houses of sev- 
eral stories, and large public squares. More to the south, 
en el Bio Gila, the same missionary discovered rains of a 
kind of strong castle, with its sid^ amovged to the four 
cardinal points. The Indians who live in the vicinity of 
these ruins, inhabit populous villages and cukivate maiase, 
cotton and calabash. These traces of ancient civilisatioii, 
correspond withrthe traditions of the Mexicans, who affirm 
that their ancestors repeatedly halted in these regions after 
leavkig the coantry of Aztlan, Their first station was on 
the l^anks of the lake 'Tequayo ; their second stadon on 
the Gila river ; their third in New Biscay, near the presi- 
dio of Yanos, where there are likewise the ruins of build- 
ings, caU^d by the Spaniards 

The conntry of the Fimos, according to eariy writers, 
uboiuids in gold. This tribe was reduced to subjection and 
civilization by the Missionaries, but the Seris tribe (an 
Asiatic name) resisted their influence. Arispe in the State 
of Sonora, is a town of considerable importance, having a 
population of near ten thousand. Near Alamos, in the 
lower part of the State of Sonora, there is one among the 
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riclMtt sUrer mines of the BepnliliC) nhkh is in the Ticia- 
itj of el Rio Ifayo, and ftbont sixtj miles from the Gulf of 

California. Fort Yuma is situated on the west side of the 
Colorado. river, at the junction of this and the Gila river. 
It is now a miUtaiy station for the United States troops, 
. and is the eonteniplated termintts on the Colorado for die 
southern railroad coming to the several parts of California, 
6an Diego and San Francisco. Kocky bills extend lour 
or five hundred yards north of the jttnctimH aiid between 
•two and three miles sonth of it' 

The bottom lands of the Colorado river below the jiinc- 
tion, present characteristics of former cultivation, as canals 
or aoeqttias are seen in man j places. Of what age this 
may have been inhabited and thus cultivated, there is n6 
record in history ; perhaps, anterior to the coming of the 
Spaniards to the Western Continent. 

Near Fort Yuma are seen the crumbling fragments of 
the old Mission buildings, erected by the eafly and |nou8 
Fathers to this Pagan land. As early as the year 1540, 
Fernando Alarcbon, in a voyage to explore the Gulf of 
California by order of Antonio do Mendoca, Yiceroy of 
New Spain, discovered the mouth of the Colorado river, 
which he then entered. The Salinas river, a northern 
branch of the Gila, abounds in cotton lands, and near it 
there are the ruins of architectural designs belonging to an 
. age iar in the past; though the tradition of the Indian 
tribes in this region, maintain that these, as well as the 
ruins above the Pimo villages, are the houses of Monte- 
auma." For Indians, the Fimos are quite noted for agri* 
cultural and graeing pursuits. They produce wheat, com, 
beans, pumpkins, squashes, mezquit beans, and (their sub- 
stitute for sugar) the fruit of the petahaya.** 

The region of the Gila, not distant from the Salinas, and 
Bio Yerde^ a branch of the latter river, presents many for- 
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lorn pictures of departed ages^ when it received tlie will 
and enterprise of a people far in advtinee of tbe diftrent 

Indian tribes who presently inhtibit the rich savannahs bor- 
dering on these streams. The bottom land of the Gila near 
Casas Giondes^ or Great Hoases, is aboat a mile wide and 
is thickly covered withmezqnit trees from twelve to twenty 

feet high; and Limong which on the plain, the tall and « 
graceful petaliay%'' occasionally tiurusts forth its Uiorny 
arms, like so manj giant candelabra. These Houses com* 
prise three buildings within a space of one hundred and 
fifty yards. 

The larger one is in the best state of preservation ; its 
four exterior walls and most of the inner ones remaining. 
•The central portion or towers seems to be at least ten feet 
higher tliau tlie outer walls, as it rises from the foundation. 
The wall^ arc composed of adobes made of mud or clayi 
and are four or five feet thick. From the present appear- 
ance, the inside "walls were plastered with a hard finishi 
while the outside presents itself rather roughly. The 
inside surface has quite a polish, being composed from its 
aspect, of Mexican cement. 

This building must have been, from tbe evidences which 
one belioids about it, at least four stories high. Doors 
connect most of the apartments ; and besides, there are cir- 
cular openings in the upper part of the chambers to admit 
air and light The pedtaliarity, incident to ihe doors and 
windows or apertures for light, prevailing in the remains 
of anoient buildings in Central America, evinces itself with 
reference to the construction of las ^ casas grandes,*^ near 
tbe Gila; and from Mialogy of reasoning, one might arrive 
at the same conclusion as to the settlement of each portion 
of the countiy by a people much alika and of one kindred 
osigia* The erection of these monuments to have perpet- 
uated a past age Is shrouded in mystery ; aadaa they now 
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w€Fe cKiooT6red by tli6 first ezplotwrs tins 

region of country, who were informed by the Indians that 
they had been constructed five hundred years before. 

TooBoa nearly is the central portion of the Gadsden 
Pofdiase, is a town referred to bj the early missionaries 
which was then, as now, a garrison. It stands on the pla- 
teau acyoining the fertile- valley watered by the Santa Cruz 
BiTeri a small stream which rises ten miles nprth^eael of 
the town of Santa Croxy whenee it flows snath to thai 
place. Besides the cereals of the temperate zone, grapes, 
peaches, pears and apples are here cultivated. The bottum- 
laads are here ne«*ly one mile in widths and are remark* 
ably prodaetive. Through them run irrigating canals ia 
every direction, the demarcations^of which^are visible by 
the rows of cotton*woods and willows, which add a ehaim 
to the snrronnding scenery* A yiew of the eoii|»try frm 
the height of Guadalupe Pass in the Gadsden Purchase 
is truly maf^nificent. Casting the eye around, one beholds 
the whole Pass with its detiles and mountains, its forests of 
oaks and pinei» its deep gorges and grassy vaUeys ; while 
in the center one sees presented a huge pile of rocla of a 
light green and \vliitish colors, which presents a pleasing 
contrast with the rich hue of the foliage around. 

The natural history of the Gadsden Purchase presents 
its peculiarities in the mountains and along the streams, 
where forest trees and shrubbery nbound. There one 
beholds the leopard, eougar, ocelot, lynx, panther ; brown, 
black and grizzly bears \ the fox, antelope^ and yarious 
kinds of deer ; the large wolf, the coyote, raccoon, ^unk, 
marmot, weasel ; a variety of i^oles, rats and mice, which 
live in the ground; and hares, rabbits, squirrels, and 
Booky Mounbdn sheep, as well as the beaTer* ; 

There are also many species of reptiles wliich are con- 
sidered poisonous i as the horrid tarantula^ which iiYOS in 
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tbe ground, covering its entrance with a trap-door ; scor- 
pions of diffcTcnt kinds, a black variety of wliich being 
remarkably fatal in iu sting; centipede, venagnHly and 
alacran, very poisoDOOS reptiles ; and also the rattle-snake. 
The prairie dog abounds here on the plains and high table 
lands. The color of this animal is that of a light brpwn, 
and the lower part of its body, with its £Aoe and neck, is of ' 
a irhltish yellow.. 

Of the practicability of a railroad I have already men- 
tioned iu a pgrtioa of this letter, from near El Paso of el 
rio Grande through the defiles of th^ Penal and San Pedro 
ihountiun ranges westwardly. These are local names for 
la Sierra Madre which pervades the Mexican Republic gen- 
erally from the southeast to the northwest. The entire 
route from £1 Paso on the rio Grande to Colorado City 
presents no insurmountable obstacle. Here th^ river Colo- 
rado can be easily bridged, for it is only six hundred feet 
wide. From El Paso to Fort Yuma, I have already shown 
the practicability of a raihroad ; the other portions of it con* 
neeting the Atlantic States and the State of California^ I 
will leave for dilKirent sections to regulate and, by conced- 
ing, concentrate their whole force against their formidable 
barrier in the rock of ages, la Sierra Nevada. 

In the Mexican Confederation, the Department of Lower 
Cftlifomia, and the States of Sonora, Cinaloa, Guadalajara 
or Jalisco, the territory of Colima, the States of Valla- 
dolid or Michoacan, Guerrero, Oiya^ the territory of Te- 
huantepec, and the State of Chiapa ; and nearly in the rear 
of the first three of these, the States of Chihuahua, Durango, 
Zaeatecas, and Guanajuato, occupy my description of the 
Western Slope of this Republic ; though liaving taken the 
maia route of traveling in this region of the country, which 
I have the mere minutely touched upon. Yet in doing this, 
X was often led asid^ from the principal road^ to feast mj 
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mind in beholding new objects, or in intelligent conversatian, 
or to afford my reason a more ample scope to penetrate 
under the dark yeil of the nfttural wealth abounding in 
these 'regions^ or of Mexican Anarchy. Few of these 
States there are, which would not open to an industrious, 
well governed, and intelligent people, a far more magnifi- 
cent field to operate in, than even this great State of Cali- 
fornia, either with respect to mineral resources,' or grazing 
and agricultural wealth, yet to be developed. 

Thi^ portion of Mexico wants the people, possessing the 
sndustrj, enterprise and intelligence, so commonly yisible 
in the Bepublic of the United States, in Order to develop 
those latent properties of the eaitli, which a Wise Provi- 
dence has laid up in store, to be measured out as great 
occasions and a great people, maj seem to require. The 
soil, the forests, in dales, or on mountains* and the inner 
depths of those regions, essentially combine, to a great 
extent, all those natural elements, which, if sought after and 
$ked out bj. capital well directed through si^acilj and 
prudence, and under weU organized and well administered 
government, would most eminently emblazon the fair 
escutcheon of national fame, causing the Hag of^this Repub- 
lic to wave proudly on every ocean, and her embassadors to 
be deferently heard at every foreign court. Whereas, how 
is the case with Mexico? Is her fate among nations not 
nearly sealed ? Shedding her iast tears in the cause of 
patriotic liberty, her pairiot has risen to wash her from her 
stains, and fit her for the passape ! Gomonfort 1 

AViiile traveling in Mexico this year, 1856, the best in- 
formation I was able to obtain as to the mines, was that the 
number of them both silver and gold rose fbrmerty to three 
thousand ; but that, owing to the incessant revolutions, a 
very few out of this number arc now woi keel. The regions, 
containing those which I have now in mind, include Sonora, 
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, Cinaloa, Jalisco, Oajaca, Guanajuato, Zacatecas, Durango, 
and Chihuahua; however, the amount of each annual yield 
of the precious metals, falls at present far short of the sura 
usually procured, when under Spanish dominion. In the 
city of Guadalajara, I was told that Sombrerete in Zacate- 
cas, and Hostotipaguillo in the State of Jalisco, seemed to 
be paying as well as the Companies could reasonably ex- 
pect, under the present circumstances, with respect to the 

^. revolutionary condition of the country. It is reported by 
good authority that the annual product of all the mines of 
Mexico, including the dilFerent metals, varies not much 
from twenty -six millions. 

Within the bounds of the different States, there are many 
sources of copper, lead, iron and quicksilver. This metal 
abounds in some twenty-five different sources or mines, and 

; Its consumption is more than equal to the amount produced ; 
a large demand being annually made upon the Almaden 
mines near San Jose, State of California. In conversing 
with intelligent Mexicans upon subjects connected with 

^mining pursuits, I discovered that, in many of the primi- 
tive rocks, abounding in various regions of Mexico, there 

. are found auriferous veins, as in those of the State of Oa- 
jaca; for here the granite breaks through the secondary or 

i. superincumbent formation of rocks, capping the summits of 

y its mountain ranges. Gneiss, mica-slate, and syenite, ex- 

^ tending from the central ridges to either coast, bear the 
same golden veins. Also, I discovered that the table-lands 
of much of this Republic indicate nothing more than super- 
structures of porpheries, embosoming, in an eminent degree, 

^ those rich deposits of precious metals, which have, since its 
discovery and conquest, so much distinguished this portion 
of America. And as accompaniments to these porphyritic 
rocks, in this respect, though perhaps in not so high a degree, 
old sandstone, clayslate, syenite, obsidian, serpentine, 

o* 
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amygdaloid, dolerite, and basaltic lavas, may fall under the 
same obserTation as to mineral wealth ; notwithstanding, in 
parts of the conntrj, as I have quite recently remarked, 
primitiTe roeks show their aged peaks, and that too, in no 
worthless form. 

In the State of O^aca, deposites oi rock salt abound, and 
also, saline springs are seen emanating from them. The 
westerly portions of the States of Cinaloa, Jalisco, Yalli- 
dolid, Guerrero, Oajaca, the Territory of Tehuantepec and 
the State of Chiapa, possess as rich a soil, and as medium 
a elimate, the same vaiuabie forest trees, and to a great 
extent the same productions, as the Territory of Colima, 
with the same susceptibilities of development. The capa- 
bilities of this Territory, I have already enlarged upon in 
a previous letter. 

In my recapitulation of the ground I have once been 
over in this Kf public, in connection with communicating to 
you, Agricoia, more definitely, matter which I obtained 
through the medium of intelligence and observation, I will 
drftw your attention, in the ISrst place, to Lowet Califomia. 
This Territory embraces an area of more than sixty thou- 
sand square miles, with a population of twelte thousand ; 
itr^pital is La Paz, having a population of about five 
hundred. It is essentially Tolcanic, and is traversed 
throughout its whole length by la Sierra Nevada, in the 
same manner as the State of Caiilbrnia. . 

The soil is generally not productive ; however, at the 
base of the mountains, and in small valleys where the 
decomposition of lava has been going on for ages, it pos- 
sesses an increditable fecundity. The scarcity of rivers in 
Lower California bars much its prosperity ; and unless the 
Artesian well system can be successfully introduced, years 
win elapse ere it le generally dhitngushe'd for agriculture. 
The temperature is much milder than in the State of Cal- 



W 



Dig'itized by 



or THB iCBXICAJr O0BDILLSRA. 



iforaia ; and the rains in winter are short, but severe, attend- 
ed hf fearfiil storms, which spread miuij times, general 
eepstematioii in whole districts, leaving scarcely the fertile 

soil to tread upon. Diirin'^ the rains, the thei'inometer sel- 
dom laiis below tifty degrees FahrenbeiL 

The ptodttctioiis of this territory, are maize, manioc, 
jwheat, beans, peas, and all kinds of eseulent roots, excel- 
lent crra[)c>, JrVoin wliich \\'lnc is miicle ot' a n^markable rich 
quality ; oranges, lemons, limes, citrons, prunes, dates, figs, 
piae-appteSy bananas, plantains^ and other tropical itmU 
. Stock of various kinds graze in the valleys and on the 
inoiiiuaiiis, consi&Ling of huj jjes, cattle, sheep, goats, and 
bokg&i Fish abound to a great extent, such as iialibut, sal- 
mon, turbot,'8kate, pilchard, large oysters, thomback, mack- 
erel, barbel, bonitos, soles, lobsters, sardines, cod, tonnies, 
ancIioviL-.s and })earl-oyster5i. As 1 liave already observed, 
pearl ^siiery is much pursued at La Paz, thougii formerly • 
m6r6 extensively than at present. Grold, silver, and cop- 
per, arcreporled to abound in this territory, though *to wluit 

extent, it i<» dilliciilt lur Aiaerieans to a5;eertaiii. especially 
their locations and richness; however, in the region ot' La 
Tmsi a gold mine is wo^ed and said to be rich. 
~ Scatteired over the vast area of Lower Cidtfomia,*ther6 

are thirty towns of comparative small population; twelve 

islands in the Gulf oi Caiitoriua, and about eight west of 
the ooast^ bat near it ; six bays on the east eoast^ and ten 
on the west; and finally, in this view of its natural ehav- 

aetcHstics, few are the rivers or streams wliicii Au row the 
proad mountains of tiiis peninsula, foaming and tumbling 
to the slKNreik 

(Sonera embraces an area of one hundred and twenty- 
three thoUi>iiiul Jour huiulred and sixty-six square miles, with 
a' population of near one hundred and htty t h ou sand ; its 
e^^tnl being Urei, ^ poMcisedof a pq>wlatioin amorotuig 
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to about «ix ihousaad. The southern portion of it, as well 
ms tbe oontinl, nmim to be qoito mil watered^ and the aoil 
lughly prodnetire under the iiifl«eiiee of Irrigation La 

Cordillera on the east, south, and on el riode Yaqui, towers 
at many points to a magniiicence rather sublime ; and 
•aome parts of it are cfauraefeeriaedaa aboimduig m goldand 
-eiher ralcMtble metals. There aie seyml good porta on 
its coast, in the (lulf; and in this respect, Gua3-mas pos- 
.sesses a preeaunence. The productions would to a great 
extent, assimilate theasselvos to4ho6e el Lewer CaUfimHa. 
Several riTers ahoand; sneh as the Hayo^ Yaqui, Qaaj- 
mas, or San Jose Creek, Sonera, San Mij^uel, and San 
Ignaeio ; and in the northern and uoithwestem portion of 
-this State, the rivers Gila and Colorado flow. 
' As I have observed respecting the powerful Indian trflbes 
of this State, some of tin ni retain their primitive manners 
and customs, rejecting tbe overtui^s of the Cross, and pre- 
ferring to worship God as did their Fathers of yore! 
These Indians have never been conquered, and it wonhi 
seem ti uiu various statements, that the Mexicans hold pos- 
session of portions of the country as tenants at will and 
suflferanee. Some of the Indians pmsue agriculture^ while 
others roani over the forests, plains and mountains, elieoe- 
ing a nomadic life to the rural retirement of lixed gains. 
Within the boundary of tJus vast extant of country, there 
are one handred and twenty towns and cides ; the chief of 
-iriiich, in a commercial view, stands Guaymas. 

The port of Guajmas possesses one of the safest and 
best harbors <m the Mexican Pacifie coast, or us the Gnlf 
of California. It is rather capacious and sufficiently laif;B 
to accommodate one hundred sail. It is secure against all 
kinds oi wind, and at all seasons; the holding ground is 
good, being day; and it is sorrennded by high mountains, 
whieb^canse it to be remrkably hot and unhealthy during 
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the raiaj season. The season at this port is the^ same as 
alk Jli^alian and San Xilas. 

' North of el rio Yaqui, the country is rough and moun- 
tainous as it approaches the river, but between this river 
and el Majo, it is highly productive^ as I liave heretofore 
venqBriLediaBsainiog.a XDore varied and beautiful aspect. 
Xfc^ gnuBS of the temperate asone can be produced in tl^ 
northern and nliddle portion of this State, most abundantly ; 
while .^gar-cane and cotton, with many of Ihe^.tr^jLcai 
froit%iai«aiade to abound in^jtib^ more jf^uthem j^rtioii* 
The route from Franklin near-sEl Paso to Gmymas, 
throuiih the Stairs of Chihualiii;i and Sonoi-a, (lioiigh 
meandering, in order to pass the bases of towering moun- 
tainaiiam^ lead a track ihrou^ tl^eir deep defiles, will, t^t 
DOfdifttaflit day,, receive the approbation of untold tfoiJUons, 
and add a new link biiLweeu the EaaLcru and Weste^ 
Coasts Okf America. ; . ^ 

IC'ius route is jreputed pra0ica|t^K J(bi: a^ jajlrpad, and it 
is only a matter of time, erc 'a wiM^rpesaaod ^ ^vage 
hordes shall be awakened by the nostrils of the Lucuuio- 
tive and the Cars of Jb'reedom, plowing their uf^w desolate 
Vild^i. 

- The population of Gruaymas in the dry and healthy sea- 
son, is near live thousand; but appi uachinsr the raiiiv jxtr- 
tion of the year, many leave, going to other towns in the 
mefe elevated sections of the^ State, while othenr gfi to los 
rtmeh&g y las. haciendas ds eUos^ to superintend the active 
and pr^jDJsiu^^ coiiccniiuents oi' llit;ir rural iiiiere&ts, and 
thereby^ avoid the sickness o^ heat of summer, 
' , Xho route adapted for a railroad from Franklin or £1 
Paso to the port of Guaymas on the Gulf of California, 
would iijdicale it&clt by the way of. the Guadalupe Pass, 
the bead waters of the Yaqui river, and so between this 
xmv and that of. Sonora, through practicable dietricta liwr 
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• this object, till it may reaoh the San Jos^ Creek or the 
Guaymas river, thence down it to this noted port, more 
especally, of late consideration. • 

There are but two lakes, Cienago de Ceres and Pitic 
Chiquito ; the former thirty miles long, and the latter 
twenty. With respect to the purposes of Government, the 
State is divided into the two departments, Arispe and Hor- 
casitas. On the western coast in the Gulf of California, 
there are several bays and ports which might be turned to 
advantageous uses, were the State prosperous and rapidly 
advancing. " 

Ures, the capital of the State of Sonora, alternately with 
Arispe, was originally a point designated by the holy Jesuits 
in the early settlement of this territory, for themselves to 
exercise their faith in, and propagate among the Indian 
tribes inhabiting this region of country, the symbols of their 
creed. The town is laid out much with a view to regular- 
ity, consisting of squares, with una Plaza in the center. 
The church adjacent, is a substantial, well-built edifice, com- 
manding in its aspect, and resembling the order of archi- 
tecture usually adopted for this class of buildings in Mexico. 
Private residences are constructed in the same manner as 
in other places having fallen under my pen, being well 
built and spacious. No peculiarity distinguishes the Leg- 
islative Hall from other buildings, except that a flag-staff 
is seen floating in the gentle breeze. Cornices and other 
exterior ornaments, are rather tastefully appended to many 
of the buildings, which, in view of these being plastered 
and colored, or painted as usual in many of the Mexican 
towns, tend to promote an agreeable and pleasant appear- 
ance. 

Near this town is el Rio de Sonora, and on either side the 
bottom land for more than a mile extends, possessing remark- 
able fertility, and producing com, wheat, Chili, pumpkins, 
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and also adapted to sugar, cane' and cotton. For in tlie 
town there grows a single date tree, which perhaps the 

hoTy Fathers brought with tLein to this early Mission 
ground. 

The river bottom lands extending to the city t>f Hermo- 
sillo, distance of about fifty^four miles from IJ^s, possesses 

a prolific soil j and would, under a j^ood cullivation, supply 
many a new-rising mart, with the substantials and even the 
luxuries of life. Most of this space is lined with nmchoi 
y hadendtu ; and- some few produce large supplies of wheat 

" and other grains. *La Hacienda de Don Manuel Gandera 
at Tapahui, is reported to grow more than twenty thousand 

- bushels of the former grain, besides all others usQal^ culr 
tivated in the State of CaUfornia. 

Hermosillo is a city of rniieh importance and wealth in 
the State of Sonora, situated nearly thirty-seven leagues in 
a northward direction from the port of GoaymaSy with a 
good wagon road for the eonvenienee of travel^ and the 
transmission of merchandise into the interior. It was for- 
merly called the Presi<Ho of Pitio, which belonged to the 
company of Horcasitas. Its site is in a vaUej about ten 
miles in length by four in width, ~ which is flanked by la 
Sierra de la Campana, and las Sierras de Colorado and 
Chanati ; and- through which el Rio de Sonora ftows, sup- 
plying it and the city people- with an abundance of water 
for irrigation and household uses. This city is reported to 
possess a population of more than twenty thousand souls, 
including nearly all shades of human physiognomy. The 
climate is considered healthy ; though the thermometer in 
summer ranges for months during the day time from ninety- 
four to one hundred degrees Fahrenheit, yet as the westerly 
breeze springs up in the evening from the Gulf of Caii- 
foraiay resembling somewhat the summer winds of San 
Francisco, but in a much milder form, it briogp with it the 
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cool ocean air, aad makes the nights refreshing and invig- 
orating* 

The rivers Sooora and Saa Miguel, aftar uniting a short 
distance above HermosiUo^ and thence flowing half waj to 

the Gulf, lose themselves in a ^wamp, or en una cienega. 
The Spanish or Moorish stjle of architecture is observed 
here as elsewhere ; however, nutnj of the private buildings 
combine durability and tasteful designs in their construo- 
tioui especially in the principal strceU, being all colored and 
often omamenled with 6sk»ades» pilasters and balustrades. 
The court-yards are filled with orange trees and flowering 
shrubs, and made glad with jetting^ tbuntains, di^spcnsing 
their hquid dews upon the tender and perennial verdure. 
La Alameda attached to the marguLof thb town, la de- 
signed tastefully, and possesdng quite a variety of orna- 
mental trees, ciiiioug which may be mentioned ilie ])alm ; the 
elapse of time may yet note it highly embellished, combin- 
ing the tropical and temperate verdure in peseimial bloom, 
when the destiny of this fiur land shall be swajrod bj a 
stronger hand and a firmer will. 

The productions of the valley of Uermosillo, however 
small the extent of its surfiicei ofken exceed more than 
sixty thousand busbek of wheat; twenty-five thousand 
bushels oi maize, besides a large amount of other grains. 
Vegetables abound and are cultivated to some extent; 
chili Colorado, garlics, sweet potatoes, and ooioiis, demand- 
ing the most attention. Among the class of fruits most 
cultivated in this valley and district ot^ country, and abound- 
ing most pientifttUy, figs, pomegranates, peaches, citpons, 
lemons, limes, oranges, melonq and grapes, rank most pro- 
minently with those of similar firuit-bearing regions m 
other countries, possessing in a remarkable degree a rich 
saccharine taste, almost unequalled, owing to the. heat of 
* the climate and the peeuliaiity of the soiL 
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I am infonned that in this region of SoDpra, the vine is 
extensivelf cultivated, and from the grapes a large amount 
of brandy and wine is annually mannfactnred for hbme 

consumption : and comparing this, as well as the lower part 
of this Stale, witli tlie south of" Spain and itaij, and the 
Islands of the Mediterranean likewise, I can conceive no 
just reasons why this portion of Sonora, when the same 
variety of fruits, and especially cfrapes, shall be imported 
and introduced as coming growths among its Irnit and vine- 
growers, should not produce equaOy as good, if not excel, 
the Smyrna figs and the Malaga raisins. Vis stated by 
good authority in Sonora, that the product of wheat in the 
middle and uoriliern portion of the Slate, is freq^uently 
ironr two hundred and Mtj to thr«^e hi|^red to one ; rather 
excelling the palmy days of California. 'Much of the 
northern commerce of this State, is carried on through 
Hermosiiio, making Guaymasin this respect a mere entre- 
pot^ and consequently it has many wholesale establishments 
for vending dry eoods. Some manufkcturingis pursued— 
such as the makiiig v>i shoes, boots, hats, saddles, scrapes, 
aij'l in; bozos. 

Cinaloa extends over an area of ne^r thirty-six thousand 
square miles, having a population of one hundred and sixty 

thousand; its cupilal is Ciiliar-nn. wiili n jiojuilatioii of ci^lit 
thousand. The surface of llie land along the coskst is low, 
and somewhat sandy ; though the soil is quick and remark- 
ably fertile. Its pipoductions being similar "to those of^ 
Lower California, yet more abundant and of a more tropi- 
cal growth, which might be made to compare with those of 
the territory of Goiima. Dye woodb abound on the coast, 
and towards La Sierra Madre ; and on the eastern frontier 
there abound extensive forests of pine and cedar. Along 
the coast there are six bays, the chief one of which i» that 
of Maitatlan. Several rivets flow mto the coast, as Oa£a% 
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Bofariot Bastl% Xatmla, CuliacaU) Gnaloa, Esterellos and 

Fuerte. Flowing from the mountains in the rnore eastern 
portion of the State, tiicy subserve the admirabie and val- 
uable purpose of irrigatioa during the dry season. la this 
State, there are one hundred towns and cities, and out of 
the hitter, Mazatlaii, Culiacan, Cinaloa aiid villa del Fuerte 
are the most proiaineuU 

Jalisco einbraces an area of forty-eight thouHaad five hun- 
dred andninety square miles, with a population of seven hun- 
dredand seveiitj-four thousand, four hi^ndred and sixty-one ; 
its capiud is Guadalajara, having a population of more than 
sixty thousand. This is represented as one of the best of the 
Mexican States, possessing remarkable fertility' in the soil, 
extensive forests of pine and cedar on 4he mouutaius ; and 
on the coast, luxuriant forests of valuable dye woods, com- 
mingled with vines. Gold abounds in the mountainous 
regions of this State. It yields, in the greatest exnberw 
ahce, most of the productions of the torrid aad u in {x rate 
zones ; and the uplands are reputfid to be highly promotive 
of health. 

The ports on the coasts are Manzanillo, La STavidad, 

Tamatlan and San Bias. The most noted of these, is that 
of Sau Bias. The rivers Bowing into the coast, which now 
present themselves to my notice, are Tamaula, Ipaia, Rio 
Grande de Santiago de Tololotian, San P^dro and Rfo de 
Las Canas. The most important of these, is the rio grande 
de Santiago^ which rising partly at L^ke Chapala, and car- 
rying the superfluent water of this lake along in a tumul* 
tuous manner for many a mile, through frowning wilds and 
huge precipices, disembogues its turbid waters into the bay 
of San Bias, 

Li the State of Jalisco there are near five hundred towna, 

villages and citie?, and among the latter the cities of Guad- 
amara, Tepic^ Sayula, Zapotlan and Tequila, are the most 
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noted, asliaTing fallen under my obBervation. These I 

have suliiciciiily mentioned in [>n vious letlfrs. 

Lake Chapaia n the only pne of imporUiice ia this 
State, and it embraces an area of one thousand aeven hun« 
dred and nxty square miles, being situated in the southeast 
poilion; it is eighty miles long by twenty-two wide on an 
average. The soil near the margin of this lake, is reputed 
to abound in fertility, and much attention is about being 
paid to the planting of cotton, aside from the other tropi* 
cal piudiiclioiis coiaiaoiily grown in its vicinity. The ponds 
about the port of Manzanillo, and their peculiar formation 
around the harbor, impress one with a continuous circuit 
of watery and lake Curutlan, I have quite fully noticed* 
At the head of this lake where persons frequently take 
boats to. save land travel, is the small Mexican village Te- 
coman, and near it and about thirty miles from the port ia 
the -small town of Istlahuaca, in the vicinity of which loB 
.Salinas abuund, already alluded to. 

The territory of Colima extends over an area of three 
thousand square miles, with population of sixty-one thou- 
sand ; its capital or chief town is Colima, having a popu- 
latinii of mui c than thirty thousand. Its ferlilily and pro- 
ductiveness I have enlarged upon in such a manner as to 
make its agricultural and productive properties known and 
appreciated. The port of Colima receives but little atten- 
tion — most of the merehandise coming tiirough that of 
ManzaniUo. The volcano of Colima I have written upon 
sufficiently for the comprehension of its important bearings. 
There are but thirty or forty villages or towns, besides the 
city of Colima, in ilie territory, and there are but two rivers 
called Colima and Almeria* The forest resources pf this 
territory have already been mentioned. 

Michoacan possesses an area of twenty-three thousand 
square miles, with a populuiiou of more tiuui lour iiyudi^ed 



87i^ T&AYfiLi ON THS WS8TSBK SLOPS 



and niiiet^Nme ^HMiBiuid; its icapital is Morelia, a city of 

some importance situated near the interior, and not far from 
lake Patzcuaro, in the midst of a fertile and bountiful coun- 
try, having a population of eighjteen tiiousand. The soil 
of 'this State is unsnrpassed in the rapid promotion to m»» 
turity of all those productions adapted to the tropics, iucla- 
ding in its high altitudes those of the temperate zones. It 
possesses an uneven surface; the mountains of AmJluac 
spreading out in various shapes, and in the westerly portion 
is the noted volcano of Jorulla. El Rio de Balsas and its 
tributaries, are the most important in this State ; the former 
forming the boundary line between this and the Stale of 
Guerrero. The forests on the -coast and inonntahis atonnd 
in valuable woods, while the latter, for years past, have dis- 
tinguished themselves by the quantities of silver, ^Id and 
lead they have thrown into drculatiion* In the weatam 
portion is an extinct volcano by the naipe of Cerro de Tan- 
citaro. In the various portions of this State there are 
near three hundred towns, villages and cities, among the 
latter of which, Morelia, Patzcuaip and Zamm are iiie 
most prominent. The city of Morelia is noted as a dty of 
considerable wealth — for the magnificence of its cathedral 
and numerous churches, and for the salubrity of its climate* 
There are two other small lakes towards the northern por- 
tion of the State, but <^ no avail to navigation. It has no 
harbors, and its commerce on the Pacific is carrii^ on 
through the port of Siquantanejo^in the State of Guemiia. 

The State of Guerrero extends over an area Sif thirty- 
two thousand square miles, having a scattered population of 
two hundred and seventy thousand; its capital is XfTth^, 
with a population of near six thousand. It pooaewcB a 
varied and mountainous surlaee in tapid successions f a 
quick and generous soil to promote, in a high degree, trop- 
ical and temperate growths ; forests adapted to the waijits 
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of home consumption and foreign commerce, and mineral 
wealth waiting for more thought to develop its inexhausti- 
ble resources, with scenery unsurpassed. Its coast extends 
more than three hundred miles on the Pacific, and is noted 
for one of the finest harbors in the commercial world, Aca- 
pulco, which is within two hundred miles of the City of 
Mexico ; besides the ports of Maldonado, Petatlan, Siquan- 
tanejo, and Zacatuhu 

It is to Acapulco that nature in her smothered throes, 
gave a harbor with all the requisite capacities finished, and 
bid commerce a land-locked home on the waters of the 
deep ! To this port there are two entrances — one by La 
Boca Chica, or small mouth, between the points of Pilar 
and Grifo, near three hundred yards wide ; and the other 
lies between La Isla de la Roqueta and La Punta de la 
Bruxa, more than four hundred rods wide. Owing to the 
abruptness of the high lands surrounding the port, and the 
depth of water near the shore, merchant vessels of the • 
largest class may approach and anchor within a few rods, 
or even yards of the beach. The entrance of this harbor 
may be distinguished by a remarkable white rock, which 
lies nearly abreast of the middle part of the white beach 
at the bottom of the bay. Before a Pass had been cut 
through the highlands or mountains, for the admission of-> 
air, the concentration of the sun's rays within the port, upon 
the water and steep sides, rendered it almost insupportable 
from the increased heat by reflection ; however, at present 
an ocean breeze sucks through this pass, more particularly 
at night, owing to the earth within the tropics retaining its 
heat longer than the ocean, and thereby the cool air rushe3 
in to fill up the vacuum. The rock may be seen with ease 
at the distance of three or four leagues, when it bears on 
any part of the compass between North half West, and 
North northeast half East. . , * 
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The chief rivers are Nasca, Papagallo, and the Balsas 
with its tributaries. During the dry season, these serve 
the husbandman the means to procure the rapid growth of 
his planted labor. There are but two small lakes in this 
State, and these are known by the names of Oculla and 
Chattango, near the coast and below the port of Acapulco. 
Scattered over this extent of productive surface, there are 
two hundred villages, towns and cities ; however, none of 
them possess much note^ aside from the ports of Acapulco 
ftnd Maldonado. The ruins of Cochicalco are observed in 
the northern portion of tlie State, and go to indicate the ar- 
chitectural genius of ages passed into oblivion. 

The area of Oajaca is confined to thirty-one thousand, 
eight hundred and twenty-five square miles, witli a popula- 
tion of near four hundred and ninety thousand ; the capital 
of this State is Oajaca, having a population of twenty-five 
thousand. The surface of this Slate is uneven and moun- 
tainous, possessing all that varirly in climate which will 
promote health, comfort, and all the necessaries for man. 
Bearing in mind the productions of the territory of Colima, 
and the increased heat and the temperature of the numer- 
ous mountains, one may arrive at some conclusion as to the ' 
capabilities of the soil, while its primitive and secondary 
formations abound in precious metals. The productions 
combine cacao, plantains, bananas, pine-apples, cocoa, sugar, 
honey, some coflee, maize, wheat, manioc, grapes and coch- 
ineal, wnth some others, though not so important. The 
mountains and the lowlands abound in valuable forests. Its 
coast is two hundred and seventy miles long, and aside from 
Tehuantepec, which is now included in a newly organized 
territory, it possesses several ports, as Tilnpa, Mistepec and 
Tututepec. The chief rivers are the Colotepcc, Manial- 
tepec and Rio Verde, with its affluents. In this State as 
in the others I have mentioned geographically, la Sierra 
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Madre towers in varioua and conspicuous heights in many 
portions. The ancient fort of Los Cues, on the trail to 
the City of Mexico from Tututepec, is another mark, dis- 
tinguishing the characl eristics of the past inhabitants of 
Anahuac. And near Mitla, not far from el rio de Mitla, 
an affluent of el rio de Verde, there are also extensive ruins 
which tend to characterize the antiquity and past onagnifi- 
cence of this country. 

In this State there a,re one hundred and eighty towns, 
villages and cities, though none marked with more note 
than Oajaca. It is well built, after the Mexican style of 
architecture, spreading over an area of two and a half 
miles. The outskirts of the city and the neighboring 
country teem with gardens and phintations of cacao, coch- 
. ineal and sugar ; while in the city are manufactured soap, 
perfumery, and chocolate, as well as many other articles 
of home consumption. Some of its buildings are reputed 
by Mexicans to be noted for the grandeur and magnificence 
in the designs of their borrowed architectural arrangements; 
the ionic, Doric and modern Gothic orders prevailing ; as 
in the City Hall or Court of Audience, the Colleges, Con- 
vents, Cathedral and the Bishop's Palace. This city is 
situated on el rio Verde, near one hundred miles from its 
mouth. » . 

The State of Chiapa contains an area of near nineteen 
thousand square miles, and a population of one hundred 
and sixty-five thousand ; its capital is Ciudad Real, having 
a population of seven thousand. The extent of its sea- 
coast does not exceed one hundred miles, with two entire 
lagoons, resembling lakes. Its surface is truly mountainous 
on the west, south and east, being in the form of half a 
circle, and mostly traversed by la Sierra Madre. Its chief 
rivers are Coatzacoalco, Tabasco, I'asiton and Usumasinta, 
which flow into the Gulf of Mexico. The soil is rich and 
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highly productive in the valleys, producing in perfection 
both the growths of the tropics and temperate zones, as 
well as abounding in rich forests and mineral wealth, 
scarcely developed. For a specification of its productions, 
I refer to the vicinity of Colima and of Oajaca. The 
number of its towns, villages and cities does not exceed 
one hundred and fifty ; while among the latter, Ciudad- 
Real, Chiapa and Palenque rank as the most known. 

The remains of ancient places demonstrating the exis- 
tence of a people far advanced beyond the present race of 
Indians, show their mouldering fragments in the north-east 
portion of the State, in and around Palenque — ^touches of 
ancient architecture — monuments of past ages ! The volca- 
no of Soconusco is in the southern portion of this region 
under review. 

' The State of Chihuahua extends over an area of more 
than one hundred thousand square miles, with a sparse 
population of near one hundred and fifty thousand ; its cap- 
ital being Chihuahua, having now but fourteen thousand. 
Its western and eastern portions are mountainous, with a 
few indentations where settlements are progressing ; while 
the more central part seems better adapted to the wants 
of a grazing and agricultural people. In the mountain 
ranges of the Mexican Cordillera, precious and useful 
metals abound ; such as gold, silver, copper, lead, iron, 
tin, saltpetre, bituminous coal and cinnabar. It is not noted 
for forest trees as possessing any extraordinary value. The 
soil is rich, especially on the water-courses, between the 
ranges, and in the mountain valleys, where grazing forms 
the chief pursuit ; though the vine, wheat, peas, barley, 
beans, maize, some cotton and sugar are produced. This 
is a great grazing State, abounding in stock of all kinds, 
which constitute the capital thrift of the people, and which 
are disposed of in the same manner as the State of Ken- 
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tockj takes to sell her surplus*^ Its climate is warmer but 
equally as salubrious as that of the State of California ; 

in point of game, and capabilities to produce a wealihj 
people, Chihuahua resembles that golden State. The 
Indian tribes in this State and the Apaches north of the 
linct commit frequent dcTastations upon the setdements, 
carrying off stock, women and children. El rio Conchas, 
and its tributaries are the most important streams watering 
the StatC) besides £io Grande del Korte^ on 'the east. 
There are but four lakes, and these possess a small area ; 
as Gazman, Maria, Candelaria and Patos. 

Extending over this extensive region of country, the eje 
can see, and the ear can hear of only two hundred Tillage^ 
towns and cities. The dty of Chihuahua is the most dis- 
tinguished ; though the sun of its glory— the tide of its 
mar^h seems to be set ; yet its magnificent remains and 
the grandei^ of its architecture att^t capital desi|^ ^fk!^ 
days of its by-gone prosperity. This city is. well laid out, 
or with streets crossing each other at right angles, which 
are broad, mostly paved, and quite cleap. The. square 
called la plaza Mayor, is quite extensive, and orj^amented 
on one side with a Cathedral, costing when htnlif 
hundred thousand dollars, being constructed of hewn stones; 
it is surmounted with a dome and two towers, having a ' 
facade, with statues of the twelve Apostles.. I^|u^ 
architecture is in imitation of the modern OothloiMliilfiKs^ - 

On the other sides of la pla^a there are public and pri- 
vate buildings, including the ancient State-House ; and 
the center of this square there plays a be^iit^ji^'fouiitaiiv 
which is supplied with water by a weU-oonllEiieM aque- 
duct three and a half miles long, flowing from a tributary " 
of the Conches, and supported on several stupendous ^ 
arcadei. Much trade between this city ai(^^^||pt^j^toni^ 
in Texas, and St. Louisi in Missouri, is carried on| and 
too, I am told, most profitably. ' 
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^ ^ TowaidB tke aordk-Westem porfion of the State of ChiW 
iina, and on* the west bank of las Casas Gi andes river, 
which flows into lake Guzman, lie decomposing and iik>u1- 
dering under the luxuriance of vegetable growth, the ntina 
of Astec greatness* From the appearance of ku coias gran- 
the great houses, it would seem that their outer portions 
were the lowest, and not above one story high, while the 
central ones were from three to six stories high. The 
roins are constructed, of adobes ; though these are much 
larger than those in use among the Mexicans at the present 
day. From a report touching a close examination of las 
casas grandes, it is to be inferred -that they occupied a 
«P*<* df aC least eight htmdred feet from north to sooth, 
and fW)m east to west, near two hundred and fifty. On 
the south side a regular and continuous wail may be traced, 
while the eastern and western fronts are extremely irregw 
tSsr, I^Vihg projecting walls. Within the enclosure there 
A^^ierti's ifo have been several court-yards of greater or 
less dimensions. Las casas grandes here resemble those 
near the Fimo Villages on the Gila, which I have already 

''1lte''8fete of Durango covers an area of forty-eight 
thousand five hundred square miles, having a population of 
near one hundred and thirty-eight thousand; its capital is 
Bdra^gd, with a population of twenty*five thousand. Its 
sinrlSlde is uneven in the middle and south-western portions; 
though it generally has a rough and broken surface. La 
Sierra Madre here, as in the other states 1 have described 
on the Western Slope of the Mexican Cordillera, raises its 
li!»#Mng peaks as rods to c'htch electric clouds, in order to 
spread their crystal dews, and fertilize the thirsty earth. 
There are but three rivers demarked in the State, which 
Are the Conchas and Nasas in the north, and in the 
south-east, el Rio grande de Parraa* There are no lakes 
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wImUj in the Statoi bot lakes Fams and Cajman^ave aft- 
ttotoif in the nortb-east portion, and are MnaU. Spread 

over its extent, I have noticed not more than one hundred 
towns, villages and cities » of the laUer|J>uraDgo stands Uiie 
most distinguished. 

* The seenery in its vicinity is unique, grand^ and impoe- 

ing, carrying in its contour a picturesqueness which liight- 
ens man's astonishment at the works of nature. Iran minesi 
and also gold and silyer, abound in this State, as well jaa 
most of the metals discovered in the State of Chihuahua ; 
the former of these are considerably worked near the city 
of Durango. It has a n^t> several ehurohes, a hospital, a 
college, sereral conTents, and also woolen and eotton man- 
ufactories) with a good and Uyely trade in her manufiftctured 
articles. 

The agricultural and gnudng productions of this State 
resemble that of Chihuahua, which constitntes the wealtli 

of the eastern portion, while other parts of the State com- 
prise the mineral resources. During my sojourn in Qua- 
dabgara, news from different sections of the confederal 
firequently came in, and thai Iran the city of Duiango was 
truly distressing. The Caroanches especially, and other 
Indian tribes, have, for years, committed almost unheard of 
depredations, devastating much of the country north and 
west of the dtj, lo$ ranchat and la$ hacienda^ driving off 
their stock, appropriating their annual stores, and finally 
forcing the population ot flourishing districts to retreat to 
the city of Duwigo, for more ample security, while thia 
eontuns a population of at least 25,000, a sufficient number^ 
with American will and courage, to repel the combined at- 
tacks of all the northern hordes of Indian warriors. 

The State of Zaoatecas embraces an area of i^ore than 
dO,000 square miles, with a population of 806,000 ; jts ciqB» 
ital is SSacatecas, having a ^pulation of 26,000. This State 
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forms the central ridge of the Eepublic^ and prior to the 
^llMi^ <yf goH in Oalifiliiiia^ it stood nearly iirstiii ppiol 
tlHMM ifm^ iA AmeAek. This vi^th k eonfiheit 

much to silver veins pervading the mountain districts; 
tiumgh its mineral productions as^milate themselves mueh 

"^ 'Tfie'^ost fertile portion of tlie State, in an agrictiltaral 
sense, extends over the region of Las Aguas Calientes. 
The prodtietioiis combine those of the temperate zones, and 
lohrid, tbovgh the latter do not genehdly arrive 
ftttbaid Male of perfection here, as -in the States on the 
cihc Ocean ; and this is on account of the varied altitude of 
ita^^ievel^aitd meantain lands. 

There is but one lake in the State^ whidr itrin the norths 
eMf'^iyatty'aAd ealled Lago de <!krlK»niate de Soda ; and t>at 
the sources ot ibur rivers, el rio Grande de Santiago, el rio 
de Saii(pttdftry.m> Grande 4»'FamtB, and el rio de Bolanos* 
i "^li* ttaiBh«r of towns ▼Hlagas, and eities does not much 
e»»e^ feW liiHidfed, While the "diief a^ Zaeetecas, Soi|i'> 
brerete, aiid Ficsuiilo. The picturesque scenery of ilic cap- 
itaiy'biiag built over a vein^ siirer, tends excite the ad- 
mSBetrikom of iroleamc throes^ leaving ah impoising impressiba 
apiMi th« mind. - It possesses many buildings of a public 
character, sueh as churches, the government hall, the hall 
of audience, a mint, a gunpowder mill^ and several in8litn«> 
lloaiFiaif^lMuniing^ and also pvivalie yesidenees^of cesdy eon- 
Stroetwm. The style of architeetiire resembles that of the 
other Mexican <»ties and towns, having already iaiien under 
pan. >• 

• i-iViMi 'MIM imd northM portions of the State areinost^f 

adapted to grazing pursuits, consisting of similar stock to 
Chihuahua, while the mountain forests teem with pine and 

t'tl^ Stala of GhuHU^Mio eaotoMk 0T«r an area^aeiu^ 



13,000 square nule^ with a population of TIS^OOO ; its eap<- 

ital is Guanajuato^ having a {copulation of about 50,000. 
This State is mountainous, though not so much so as some 
others in reyiew; yet the Anahuac Gordili^ rears up 
many towering peaks, approaching 10,000 feet on the north 
and southwest But one river has its source, laving the 
soil of this State, which is el Bio de Laxa. There is no 
lake i howeveri on the mountains forests sdp^i^pdi^ thMpi^ 
not so yaluable as in the lowlands near either coast. In 
the valleys the productions are essentially tropical, and re- 
semble those of the tropical States X have described, to % 
great extent; yet the mountain sides are adapt^-lfi^ glWIH 
in^ and the culture of those productieiia pe(i|9i|yi|ir/4p»A 
northern latitude. 

The mineral wealth consists of gold, silver, tin» iron» leady 
marble, crystals^ salts, ochroi sulphursy antimony, and eth 
bait. The precious metals and yarious spices compose the 
most essential exports of this State, yet on a small scale for 
past years ; and still this is one of the best settled r^ons 
of the Republic, possessing, aside irom its mineral reaour* 
ces, a soil and climate that would arouse the quietude of 
age, and stimulate the youthful step, to the field of prosper- 
ity and intelligence* £i Bio Grande de Lerma flows 
through the southeni portion, emptying its waters into lake 
Chapala, on the east. 

In this State there are but four hundred towns, villages, 
and cities ; of the latter the capital is the most important, 
though being in a mountain defile, its surface is more than 
six thousand feet above the level of the sea ; and like an- 
cient iiome, it is bui)t upon many hills ; though mineral 
wealth preyails; the streets being, for the most part, steep 
and winding, so much so that one can fonn no adequate 

conception of their direction, unless upon some of the points 
overlooking the city. Many of the edifloes of this city are 
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truly ele<rant and imposing ; such as the churches, chapels, 
convents, monasteries, institutions of learning, the city hall, 
the Capital House, a mint, and manufactorieg, as well as the 
private residences. Hewn stones are mostly used in the 

construction of buildings ot any iiLi|>ui tiiuce, cither for j^^ub- 
lic i)v private use. 

The gold and silver mines in this vicinity are reported 
to be the riehest as yet discovered in Mexico. Several 
articles of merchandise arc iuaiiula4:iurcd ia liii.-s ciiy ; '^uch 
as leatiier, tobacco, iineii and woolen cloth, soap, powder. 
Baddies, bridles, trappiilgs. ibr hors^ pottery, and various 
articles adapted to excite the pleasurable admiration of the 
ignorant oi' iiicuiL-idcralc. It was much uiure prosperous, 
and exceeded its pre;<ient population, when under the iron 
away of Bpain. 

This State embraces the central ridge and pordon of tbe 
Repiiblic between latitudes 20 degrees aad 30 minutes, aiid 
21 degrees and 40 minutes north. 

Adios, 

Sefior, 

>AOBICOLA. . 
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CompMtag the Mkiend aepeett oTWctteni lltxieo to tie State efCateinto^Mex* 
iotMteek Perse ver»nc«—Ki v o re Flowing into the Pacific— Forest Trees — Orap* 
Vines andMult>ern- Trcea— Cochineal Insect** — Value of .\f fisv^tin M innfarturf"* 
per Year — Her Imports and Exports, the amount of the latter anU lonuer — Value 
•f C«niitiy JCatstea—Valoe of City Estatet- AmooBt of TwMIm oa ttete B*- 
lMt«»— Ivpotto on roreiBB Moreluuidlte-^Debt ofHexlco— BoToaiMOt how ftmn* 
fd— Expeatesef the Ooremmpnt per Tear— Whole laoome — Distressed Condi- 
lion of the CountPr' Feople in tlte region of Darango— Other Computations of 
the Debt of Mexico — ^Tehuantepec, the Koute of— New Orteana Company eon- 
itracttaf « Plenk B«mm1 acRMi tie bthmit oMts Advanttsetovvralloaier 
Ibiitea, eonneeUBf the Atbutie end PaeHe OoeaM^MTtof One'TUrdoftlit 
Time in Travel, and the T)fotance of Seventeen niindre.1 >tii( TM> a Capital 
Investment — Tends to in d nee ImniiKrstlon fiito Caltl'omia — l ast ijiperience as 
to Other Kou tea for Years elapsed since htcamlHiat ^I'avlgation began on the 
Paelfle— iFniTel to the Peelllc Coast— T^huMitepee Terrttorr— Composed o^ 
Ita Area— La Tentoea— Itejieat— Its Plain near— Kivereof thoSoatheniD^ 
tfon — The Surface — Ttif r.5i<.">on8 — The Ruil— Its Town* — The Distance across — 
Practicable as the San Jiktn and Vera Cruz Stage Soad — Its tirade — Different 
Points — Capital to open the ItoaU — Eivers to be Bridged — ^Toivns in the 2iiddle 
DIvialoii— Its cnmate— Air and Water pare->Bah^ Season— Boca del II ont^ 
Paso Mftlo— Rivers Navigable— Northern Division of the Tsthmas — ^Its cblf^ 
Siver, with its affliiants— liiver Bottoms— Towns of tWs Division— Soil— Pro- 
ductions— Export of Acayticam— Healthy Climate— Forests— Gold— Energy re- 
ti ifc a d M e t e l i C M m rt e throaghoat tiie lathmtia-^paniarde— Creeks— Indi* 
aDa-^Bwdogy of TehnafttepeC'-Sketch of Its Tegetahle Kingdom— Similar Pro* 
f!n~tion8 throujrhout the Tmpies of America — Americans caHr^d PflifiM-trr? — 
Americans in Mexico- HttriRl riaoes— View of the Relations !)etween the Re- 
pabllca of North Aincnca — ^^Ihat uf the Enterprise of the Tnlted States of Amer- 
tan— Beriew of Aaahnae— PoHcy of Spain In the New QOTemnent— dpanlsb 
Motives— Fonn of the New Govaniment- F^te uf past Nations uiiitinK Church 
and State — Destiny of such at present- Propriety of Religion -Cotid in Its Pe- 
enllar,' (>ocialf and Moralizing Sphere — Object of these Letters— Contracted 
Ho tteH" Pn i g iaii of Mexico shifee the Conquest— Indian Bands— Uumaa Sac- 
riflftei ■Imperlari of Ugbt and Knewledge-*k3o«HNqiieneei fhereoC 

Amioo Mio : — ^HaTing tniTeled iron the soatbern pcir> 

doa of the Oregon mines, in the territory of Oregon, lati- 
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tude forty-three degrees north, and throughout that region 
to the coast, and so pursuing my course in .varioos direct 
klld cMtMuf^ tfae formatioii of viiYejs and.mouhtalfig, 
tbetr primitire litid seeondary eonRtituenete?, their constttu- 
lional a-pcrts and conliLruraUous, as far south latiluUe 
tiOrtj-tbur, and also confining mj attention to the western 
piiHftMM Of die BicMi Keyada liioODtains, this long stretch 
ofi^Wiir mifiend weidtb, I feel to assure you, amigo, as 
'Well a- assured in stating, that, observintr and comparing 
the various mountain ridges of the grand chain of tlve Mex- 
klfHk -OoMliUeria, ^ Bierra Madre-^another name fbt^ Sl<^ 
ra'JfeTada; tbe'valfeyB 'ataong them, theii* "sloping sides, 

and their ineandcriiiir I'apid I'ivers, on llie western portion 
of this Republic ; thos^jridges pervaAliug each iState under 
H^^ii^'iiii Haokf different ibrmsy produced by volcanic fires^ 
aiid^^beibrttig tiie slune constitutional a-^pects and con^gura* 

tions, with reference to the ])riinitive and secuiidurj' I'ornui- 
tioii of rocks and depodts ; and also the same constituencies 
of^abil^aAd- n^aeral analogies, to my obsetration pnd knotv^ 
•kdge^ ttiiieriil didtricts in the Stiit^ of Califhmiai thi^ 
portion of ^Texico, respecting its minend kinsrdom, has 
scarcely heeu moved by the hand, of man in tlie etibrt to 
develop its endless latent resources; notwitbdtandiii|p lattt^ 
dfttdMi^sntnes hare been explored and ^uecessfuliy worked. 

The Mexicans laek weight ot ehai acter/will, and well 
dehned eoui aL'o and perseveranc ' pursue and accom- 
plista^ 'The Mexican ports on the ii^aeiticjibr tfae saiDiees> 
tM^of ooimtry, and concentrating the same 'amount of pro> 
ductive land- in mineral, grazing, forest, an<I agricultural 
capabiiitiesy cannot be excelled by any otiier country, the 
better known of whioh I haTO^ibeiiCioned in my irevlew; 
The livers flowing into the Ffteiflc from this western elope, 

seldom impress one with mueh noljillly or inij>ortance, ex- . 

cep^ to-'^water the ^xmntry^ ior they are usually rapid| 
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paaMing and foaming orer ledgies of primitiTe and seeoncU 

ary foraiiitions, presenting insurmountable obstacles to the 
facilities of Mexican navigation j though such 'would b« 
alighUj winked at \>j American enterprise* 

As I have already remarked in alluaion to fok^t |ffo- 
(luctions, Brazil wood^ also Campecbe, giant ferns, and cap- 
sicum abound within the tropical portion of Mexico, on the 
lofw and high lands ; als<^ cedan^ ebony, and rosewood i 
while in other parts marbles, Jaspers 4fi the richest and most 
variegated colors, rock crystals, and many of the more pre- 
cious ston^ a3 opal, topaz, torquoise, agate, amethyst, and 
cornelian, aboim^to a considerable extent 

Doring the period of Spanish sway in Mexico, and alter 
the introduction of the grape and piulberry culture had 
proved itself successful and highly remunerative to those 
picmeers engaged in it, a decree of los Cortes de Espafia 
was issued, prohibiting the further extension of this f^alture^ 
and Unally enforcing those who had entered into it with 
their capital, industry, and ej^perience in these pursuits, to 
eat down and destroy the vines «ad trees planted, fearing 
the rival influence which this new province or vicesoyaky 
might create, to the disadvantage and prejudice -of tiie 
home population. 

Smce the Mexican revolution, little attention or spirit haa 
been manifested with respect to the re-Introduction of the 

grape and mulberry culture j though millions of acres are 
adapted to these pursuits. Monopoly was the order endorsed 
by Spam, with reference to the coihmerdal and agriculturai 
concernments of her distant provinoes, and she has almost 
lost them all ; and Mexico, in this respect, not un frequently 
treads in her wake, and what will she not eventually loose ? 
fyt this year, 1856^ even an oider^ from the Mexican 
supreme Congress, was issued, to all parts ciihe Bepubiie, 
to enforce, in cities ^d towns, the devastatioaof shade trees, 
under a severe penalty. . 
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Cochineals are still reared in the more southern portions 
of the Republic ; though their production has not cUtained, 
iince the revolution, the proaperotts condition and ampli- 
tude which it bore prior to that period. ITiey are grown 
upon a species of cactus, and when matured for gathering, 
the branches and leaves are shaken, so that the insects fall 
upon a mat spread out for this purpose* The culture of 
these insects for the object of dying, was well understood 
bj the Aztect^. 

f'rom the best information obtainable while I was in the 
city of Ooadalfgara, toachtng upon the value of Mezi* 
can manufactures per year, I was led to conclude that it 
approximated near the sum of one hundred millions of doi- 
larsy embracing the whole ; as cotton, woolen, silk, paper, 
ofivenbil, ram, wine, pottery, glass, gold and silver lace, form- 
ing the chief articles manufactured; however, there are 
mauj others not mentioned, of comparative value* The 
Imports of Mexico borne mostly from England, France, and 
Grermany, yet some from the United States ; including most 
all merchandise in use, for the comfort and pleasure of man. 
The exports consist mostly of gold and silver coin, dye** 
woods, capsicum, nuts of the cacao, palm nuts, sarsapariUas 
cochineal, copper, salt, and pearl. The annual exports of 
gold and silver approximate the sum of twenty-two mil- 
lions of dollars^ stated by some authorities ; while the othec 
prodnctioos amount to about four millions of dollars in the 
form of annual exports, making in all twenty-six millions. 
These form an offset to the inii)(»rts, hence presenting com- 
mercial exchanges to the amount of Mty-two millions of 
dollars per yean 

A rieport made by by the Tax Officer of the government 
estimates the number of courttry estates at twenty thousand, 
and their general value not far irom one billion of dollars ^ 
whila that of the city estates at seven hundred millions of 
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doUar^i making in all one billtoni ler^ hundred milUona of 
dollare. Upon this estimated yalne of xeal estate in the 

Republic of Mexico, the whole amount of direct taxation, 
seldom exceeds the sum of five hundred thousand dollars 
per jear ; therefore, the reyenues for the support of the 
government^ besides the amount abovey are derived from 
imposts on foreign merchandise, which amount to more 
than one-third of the value of the inventories certified tobj 
Mexican Consttl% residing in foreign ports* These consid* 
erattons represent and re<iffirm the statements which I hare 
already made, with reference to the exemption of real 
estates and the privileged clou from taxation. 

Some political accountants represent the whole debt of 
Mexico to exceed the sum of <me hundred and thirty^three 
millions of dollars, about one-third of the whole value of 
the real estate both in the country and cities. 

The revenues of the States of the Mexican Federation 
are composed of direct and indirect imposts ; the former 
are imposed upon persons, estates, and professions, but 
scarcely preceptible ; while the latter are on articles of con* 
sumption ; the movement of agricultural products, for sale, 
into the difierent markets ; national and foreign industry; 
inheritances, transfers of real estate, and the working of the 
mines in the mineral States. 

It has been ooihmunicated to me while in this Bepublici 
that the expenses of the Mexican Grovemment per year, 
amount nearly to the sura of fifteen milHons of dollars, while 
its entire revenue is computed to not exceed ten millions of 
dollars per year. By other political accountants, the Re- 
public is computed to owe a foreign debt of some more than 
fifty millions of dollars, and a home debt of near that 
amount ; while there are yet under diplomatic consideration 
and adjustmenty at least ten millions of dolkun, which sum 
islikely to be enforced ag^^nst her for reparatioii. 
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' H»vilig emitted to obaenre the dtatreasod condition of the 

expelled proprietors of ranchos and haciendas, with their 
iiuniiies, who bad been once so rich and flowing in abun- 
daiMM^ in the region of D«nuigo, I will now observe) that 
. many of theift aro^living in this city in comparatiye pen* ' 
ury, having scarcely any wants but tiiose to supply hunger 
and garments 4 foe tbey are irequently compelled to sell 
their eoBtly diamonds and jewels at a mere nominal valua* 
tioBy in order to procure for^ themselves the neoessaries ef 
life. 

Contemplating tlje various routes between the Pacihc and 
Atiaptie ooeansi^ completed and proposed, to eooneet the 
more expeditiousljr the extreme portions of the United 
Stfites, aside t'rum tlic practicability of having- a middle and 
fiouibeni line of rail-road j the advantages which these 
routes should afford to the traveling oommnnity and to the 
dry-goods commerce ; and also, a spread of a more import 
tant American influence, none, o aa unbiased and uninter- 
ested jxeople, more than tor the best link of inter-commimi- 
catioo» seems to beofsodeep acoqcernment and consideration 
under present review, as the Tefauantepec route, in the form 
of ocean navigation. The region of Teiiaun tepee, but a 
short time since, at tarthest two years^ has been formed into 
an organised territory of the Mexican Confederation, ooco* 
pying the.Isthmas of its own name, with a population of 
near ninety thousand. Across this Isthmus, the distance 
is computed to be one hundred and forty -three and one-half 
miles in a straight line, connecting the Pacific ocean and the 
Ghilf of Mexico. This distance is almost traversed by el 
liio dc Coat zacoalcu ; which rises near el riu dc Chicapa, 
emptying into the Gulf of .Xehuaatepec. 

The New Orleans Company, formed a few yiusrs unce, 
for the Golf of Mexico and Padfic ocean navigation, and 
having j^rocured a charter fur the right of way from, the 
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MezioBn OoTWiment, have now nearly completed' s plank 

road to connect IMinatitlan on tlie Coatzacoalco, twenty 
miies from its entrance into the Gulf of Mexico, with La 
Ventosa on the Gulf of Tehuantepec, near^titnde euLteen 
degrees, twelve minutes and forty-nine secondfl north. The 
advantages of this route over the others in operation, clearljr 
demonstrate the important bearings wliich this link^ so 
avperalmndani with golden fruit and capahilitiesy will afibfd 
to inteiHxseanic navigation, horn the laet ef its lessening the 
distance between New Orleans and San Francisco, at least 
one thousand, seven hundred miles, as seen pn the map ; and 
eonsecfneBtljya saving of one-third of the time now required ; 
and upon the same basis of emnputation, one'thitd of tiie 
present expense of the traveling community at large. 

Viewing this rpute as T have been led to, while visiting 
tiie Mexiean Republic, I feel astonished that the capitalistL 
of the United States do not penetrate more into its magni- 
tude and irnj^ortance than it has experienced from their 
sagacity and foresight, since its inception ; as almost every 
investment jadicionsly made, and carefully guarded in this 
country, seems to pay well ; though this route would seem 
to embody them all in the magnificence of its desi^s, and 
the paramount productiveness of its adoption, when com- 
pleted. 

There are other weighty considerations to be take» into 

account, in view of this route, besides a saving of the time 
and expense herein motioned. The most urgent and para- 
mount of these, which now impress my pen, are coupled 
with the endeavor to induce n more steadfast immigratibo 
and settlement into California, as well as a more permanent 
state of commercial and agricultural afiairs^ which should 
make old dales and hills, vaU^ and mountains, reecho 
with a healUiM aelion and reacHon of business, and with 
'the notes and songs of gay festivity ; aud also, reverberate 
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from ooean to ocean, tbe arts mad Mnencei m the Imiiit ef 
the «liorte8t'Sfiece of time practicable* - Less specalatioiii 

but mure industry, the State of California needs, in order 
to promote the best ends oi her Commonwealth, which can 
-to attained onij hj opening a cheap communication to the 
Jktlaiitie States, (hat might rapidly facilitale the desire to 
emigrate West and settle the Pacific shores. 

li^periiiace in the steam navi^tion of the ocean, from 
the «astens to . the Western domain of the United HtAieSf 
aaee the acquisition of California, has proved the routes 
biuding the two extremes together too expensive by far, 
for a numerous class of European and American citizens, 
having families to support, to pQ.tronize therefore in this 
respeet, many of those sources, inexhaustible in tiieir 
nature, as abounding in wealth, which are now donnant iu 
Uus.tStale trom the want of population and the laciiities to 
induee it, would have been far more- advanced i such as 
the vme and' nudberry^ euUure ; and a more complete system 
of agriculture and manufactures, in order to have eftected 
thi^a more t>overeign indepeudence. 
' The pressure of travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
coast, of the United States of America, coupled with the 
desire to dig gold in the State of Calitornia. and the expense 
attending liiis long journey, has recently revived, and 
drifted capitalists and the public mind towards a most 
probable certainty as to the completion of the Tehuantepec 
route. Before' 1 close this letter respecting my geoerajdi- 
ical recapiiulaliun ot Western MoxicQ, 1 projiose a more 
minute description of tbe newly organized Xenitoiy -of 
Tehauntepec 

It is my intentiuu iirst to notice the Pacific pc»i tlon of 
this Territory, which extends twenty-tive miles inland, 
ineluduig the harbor and bay of La Yentosa \ next the 
middle portion of -the Territory extending near seventy 



d92 TBAV£LS. ON THE WESTEBir SLOPE 

mOm noAwmrdf whiefa oomprises the ftaUe and nonttin- 
0118 districts ; and la^y, the ^portioii bordering oo the Gulf 

of MexicOi which extends fifty miles inland towards Uie 
Pacific. 

The Terrilorj of Tehnantepeo emhraees a porlioii of the 
States of Oajaea, Vera Gni^ and Tobasco^ with meridian 

lines running north and south, and those paralh-l east and 
west} which geographical position causes the coast to run 
east and west on either stde-H|Qite diimnt from the other 
portions of the Ameriean Continent. . Its area is near six* 

teen thousand square miles, averaging ovei one hundred 
and ibrty-four miles in leogth^ and some over one hundred 
' ia width* 

The harbor of La Yentosa is located on the sentliem 

coast of this Territory, and lies in latitude north sixteen 
degi^eesy twelve minutes and forty-nine seconds ; and the 
western portion of which owes its formation to el Cerro del. 
MorrOy a lone rook having an altitude of one hnndised and 
fifty feet, wiiieh is broad at its base and cone-shaped. This 
serves as quite an efficient protection against northers* 
The anchorage within this port is considered highly tenable, 
which, for the most part indicates on ezamina^n, a clay 
bottom. The depth of the w ater varies from eighteen leet 
itear the shore to forty ; so that vessels of the largest size 
may approach within a lew hundred feet and ride in saie^, 
either inflnenced by the south or north winds* 

By some slight improvement to this port in the form of 
a breakwater, as suggested by some, steamers and sailing 
Tessels would be «iabled to reo^re their passaigers and 
cargoes directly from the shore. From the experience of 
able mariners, it is the conclusion that La Vcntosa is 
equally as safe for shipping at all seasons of the year, as 
Monterey ia the State California. The northevs are 
I'eported to bkw dhwctly off fiom tllb land, and oonse^ 
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quently produce no commotion in the waters ; and the 
southerly winds, which prevail in summer and autumn, do 
not tend to produce swells sufficient to alarm sea captains 
for the safety of their shipping while swinging at anchor. 
During the rainy season at this port, and in fact the Pacific 
portion of this territory, the heat seldom exceeds eighty-two 
degrees of Fahrenheit near mid-day, and at night it falls 
to seventy-four degrees ; while the dry season increases the 
heat to eighty-eight degrees after mid-day, and during the 
night the thermometer falls to seventy-seven degrees. This 
modification of the tropical heat at La Ventosa, and acrossi 
the Isthmus, is greatly owing to its being encompassed by 
ocean waters on either side, which serve as strong barriers 
against otherwise a miasmatic atmosphere, and to promote 
a vigorous and healthful growth, both enimal and vegetable. 

North and near the port of La Ventosa, a beautiful and 
broad plain, running east and west, presents itself, with 
many considerations advantageous to the growth of a new 
city on the Pacific. This is not subject to overflow, but is 
supplied with pure mountain water, flowing from los Rios 
de Teliuantepec and San Juan. Owing to the peculiar fig- 
ure of the port of La Ventosa, vessels may enter and de- 
part without any regard to the direction of the wind, which 
enhances it much in a commercial view. The Pacific Divi- 
sion of Teliuantepec resembles an inclined plane, with some 
ridges and mounds ; and it is watered by eight rivers, 
which, rising in las Cordilleras, in the rear of the port, flow 
into the ocean and the lagoons near the coast, juid the most 
important of which are the Tehuantepec on the west, and 
the Ostuta and Chicapa on the east Near the sources of 
these rivers, which flow on the southern portion, the water 
is pure and clear, resembling the waters issuing fi-om las 
Sierras Nevadas, in the State of California. Some of these 
rivers will, at no distant day, present their importance as 
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lonroes of water power to a more thpaghtlbl and a fkr moro 

provideiiL people. The rivers aul liavitig iar lo run, rather 
impresfi one with the idea, during the rainy season, of 
mountam torrents, dashing and tumbling to the coast The 
length of the lagoons recelvkig the most of the waters from 
the southern part oi" the Isthmus^, is near forty niiieri, aver- 
aging £ve in width ; and these lagoons are oonnected with 
thexMean by a channel called Boca Barra. 

Of the surrounding country one can have an extended 
view by ascending tu the hight oi Cerro Morro, and eiisting 
hia eye over the plain stretching to and.8kirtin<ir las Cordil- 
leras on the north* This plain is somewhat rolling, and genp 
eraUy possesses a rich and quick soil, composed of vegetable 
deconipositiuii, clay and sand, with a diluvium Iroui the 
mountains ; and it aLsa abounds with trees of various kinds, 
as those in the territory of Colima; but their growth is not 
so luxuriant near the mountains as the coast. 

It is now my puipose to mention in a casual uKumer the 
towns embraced on the Tehuantepec plain* Huislotepec 
is situated east of the Tehuantepec river, four miles irom 
the sea, and near a mound called the " Hill of Crystals,?* 
Its population is siaall, not mucii exceeding two limidred 
natives. The buildings are sparse, scarcely entitling it to the 
consideration of a town. La Villa of Tehuantepec is a 
place of importance, beine: situated twelve miles from La • 
Ventosa, and having a p'lpulation of near fourteen tliou- 
aand* The same characteristics prevail here as in other 
portions of the Mexican Republic, with reference to classes 
and shades of colors am^)n;i its population. The Oastilians 
and their <lesceadants, unmixed, assume a proud and Ibr- 
bidding air, while the mixed are more affable and compla- 
cent^ and the Indians are servile and humble* ' It teems 
from the lumiber of clmrches, only sixteen, that there is in 
this city a larg^ amount of religious laiih. Among the 
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emtblifig rannM ef perhaps ike Telftee race, tliere is jH 

seen in this place the venerable Parraquia, built hj Coci- 
jopi, ia 1530, who was then the ruUng chief of the Zapote- 
oos tribe of Indtaofl. TIm arehitrctare of this aocieiit efr 
ioe attests the progress of a people whose onward march 
has been eclipsed by the march of (juite Ji different civiliza- 
tioQ ; and it would appear to remind one oi ibteplien's nar- 
nttves respecting Central America. The market place is 
the pahiic square, or la ph»a pabtina^ where proirisionsi 
vegetables, and fruits are sold by the same class as attend 
market in other Mexican towns having taUen under mj ob- 
■erratioii. / 

The produetieiis I sheil meathm more particalaily after 

hLiving described the topography of the chief towns or 
places of note, and the geographical portion of the moun* 
tains and rivers on this Isthmus^ ' 

r 

The city of Tdioantepee is somewhat noted for mann* 

facturing various articles of consumption; such as earthen- 
ware, soap, saddlea, with their trappings, silver warey hats, 
matey leather, cotton cloth, sUk eaehes, boots, shoes and 
h o m e clothing, to a great extent. The government of this 
territory is now confined to the general government of the 
Mexican liepubiic, which appoints a Governor, with sub* 
cM-dinate ^if&eersy and with a restricted delegating^ power* 
Tliis city under veview enjoys the privilege of a City (kmrn^ 
eil, several Alcaldes, and such others as a wholesome mu- 
nicipal police would seem to require. Some attention is 
paidto eduontaon in the iom of puUie schm^ and to the 
pleasarss of ornamental grounds, similar tb Colimat and 
also to places of amusement. Hotels, stores, and shops of 
various trades abound, and would, from the number of her 
ci t i M l io, denote a discordmit dm, yet eondiieiye to caa and, 
Umi of a livelihood. Hbont Gkfi&igola, Moen miles north* 
we^t of the^ city, is celebrated for having been onoe the 
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abode of man, from the ruins abounding near it, and for a 
cave nearly on its sonunit. 

Jiiddtan is anodier vilk of importance) and baa an in- 
doatrioiu popuJalkni of eix ihousand, who manufacture the 
same articles as at Tehuantepec, and among whom there 
are $onii& ioreagners. It is situated iu a ibrtik district of 
cosntrj^ and near>fifteen miles northeast of Ibe city of ^e» 
buantepec* The oalj building of note is La Parraqniay 
built by the Dominican Friars in the year 1600. 

lutallepee is a village of near iiiteeu hundred inhabit- 
ants, who seem industrious and ei^j fine houses. Inihgo 
is much grown in this district) one would 6i][)p()se,jfroai the 
vats abounding throughout the district. It is situated six 
milei^ from Juciiitan. in rather a north-east dirci'iion. 

The other villages and places important to be noticed are 
San OeronimO) Chihuitan, Santa Crus, with a population 
in each not exceeding six hundixd, though they are situate 
ed in fertile districts of the southern slope. Santa Crus 
embraces tma hacienda» where the sug^ crop in the jesr 
ld60 amounted to* one hundred and fifty thousand pounds^ 
quite sufficient to supply the State of Oajaca. The ma- 
chinery resembles that which I have described in uUier 
parts oi these ktten^ Before describing more of the towns 
In jthis tenritoryy it is my purpose to mark the line el the 
great thoroughfare proposed to connect the Pacific coast 
with the Gulf of Mexico, and with this in view I will begin 
at the port of La Y entosa. 

From this' place to Suchil, by the way of Tehnanlepec^ 
Comitancillo, San Geronimo, Rancho de la Martar, el Paso 
de la Qhivela, el Barrio, via Xochiapa plains, Ceno Sara- 
hia» Faso de la. Puerta, and Pkaduras^ the distance is e^- 
matod to be one hundred and eighteen miles. From SnchH 
to Minatitlan, on the west side of el Rio d^ Coatsaooalosi 
by , the of tiie mouth of the Jaltep^Ci MouiiL ^ncant^ 
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da and Tesistepec, the diManee k computed to be ninety*five 
and a halt niil<^^ bj measurement; including the windings of 
the sarvejT) which distance^ added to the former, makes the 
length of this route, from oeelui to gilAf, df-twd Iftiiiid^tdipkiid 
thirteen and a quarter miles, though the direct air line is 
only one hundred and fortj-tinee and one half miles. A 
more direct line would be on the east side of t)^t ri?er, bikl 
not 80 practicable for immediate use, wfthodt coariiifeii i bte 
expenditures. In view of this distance, and jndgin;^ a stage 
road through this territory as practicable as from San Bias 
ta Vera Cms, by the dty of Mexico, I can iibt ^tk6 good 
reason why it cannot be trareled in' tfaktynifatliciM^'lhitti 
the fact of all the requirements beifl^ sO amjple ^nd near at 
liand. A carriage or stage road from the Pacific plains, 
through the pass of LaOhivela, is con^ltdex^d practicablef 
and that, too, without a heavy outlay of ca^ntiflb '^H^'h 
ported that the grade approaching the summit, on either 
side of tliis dividing ridge, can be effected by excavating 
sixty feet to a mile, or one foot to every eigh^^et^ ^eet 
The distance from La Ventosa to Te^nsCali^* 
miles ; to Comitancillo, twenty-four miles ; San Geronimo, 
thirty-one miles ; Rancho de la Tilartar, tliirty-nine miles | 
La Chivela Pass, forty-six and nine-tenth miles^ 
rio, via Xochiapa Plains, fifty-nine foid one *t 
Cerro Sarabia, ninty-six and two fifth miles ; Paso de la 
Puerta, one hundred and six and three liftlis miles j the 
intersection of the Picaduras, one hundred and iiv^fe mlkii| 
and to Suchil, near el Rio de SarabSil, bw6 ImAdlM 
eighteen miles ; so that the remaining distance to Minatit- 
lan by the way of the Jaltepec, Mount Encantada, and Te- 
sistepec, including the necessarf cirelritS| SrMl Diijt feate^ 
the aforesaid two hundred and tMrteett todl( i ( jU>Jt i liffl l ^ 
With an expenditure of, at most, two htitttdre^^ thousand 
dollars, a good, practicable stage road can be made^ as lu^ 
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tare has done much to direct the line, while considerable 
labor has been brooght to bear on el Paso de Chivela by 
8e£k>r Gamy* Tlie nwm mch as the Tehnaiilepecy Los 
Perros, Malatengo, Sarabia, Jumuapa, Jaltepec and Mon* 
ji^pa, would require some expense in the construction of 
permanent bridges ; ^he materials for whioh may be bad 
aear their eeferallocalities. 

^ The townt occupying the middle division of the territoij 
of Tehuantepec, are small, aud i>carc( ly deserve the appel- 
lation of anything more than liacicndas. However, I will 
ventioii their names : La Chivela, £1 Barrioy San Dotningo 
and Petapa on the west; and Santiago, Tarrifa, San Miguel, 
Chimalapa in the valley of el Rio de Chicapa, and Santa 
Maria Chimalapa^ on the east side of the thoroughfare mib* 
der reviewy sompiisethe whole Which now impress my pen 
as worthy of notice ; notwithstanding they are sitnated in 
valleys and on the mountain sides, which should teem with 
>4in industrious and prosperous people. 

r The point called Sochil is not ^r from the river Sara^ 
bia, which nnttes with el^ Rio Coatsaonalco, near Hfty-fivo 
miles in a direct line from Minatitlan. In a northward di- 
rection £rom the plains of Xocfaiapay which are also north 
df the pass of Cfaivela, on the Pacifici the Indian pneMd 
of San Juan Guichieovi is situated near six miks in a 
pdOUntainous district, which commtinds a view of dales and 
and hills far around. The town is much scattered and pos- 
sesses a population of more than fiye thousandi who eultl* 
Tate the fertile Tallies and prairies in maise, sugar-cane, 
rice, bananas, plantains, and such other productions as I 
shall mention in my cursory review of this lovely and ad^ 
miraUe country. 

From the position and altitude of the Facifie and middle 
Divisions of Tehuantepec territory, one is forced to the con- 
ehision that in point of climatCy they are oasurpassed almost 
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by any other region, especially wkhm ihe tropics ; for the 
temperature seldom varies more than twenty degrees. The 
towns of Petapa, £1 Barrio and Santo Domingo^ b^g nt- 
natttd sot fiv from the table laad nortii <9f el Paid de €3iii^ 
Yela, enjoy a high reputation for promotliig hefllHi, and are 
resorted to by invalids from other portions of the Mexican 
States and the territory itself. The water here is pure ; the 
air braciiigi ted the fruits abundant The rtmy fleseon in 
each of ^ese Dirisions is in the months of Jmfei^ly^Augustv 
September and a portion of October, though not in that 
|Nn>fasion and deluge-dike manner^as ia the iic»1iieni I>m#> 
ien ef this territory. For many months hi tke tile 
snmnits of the Sierra Madre are capt with clouds win^ 
impart rains, and invigorate the bottom land- at its base, 
runnii^ out into fertile and luxuriant valleys. Towards 
ihe eastem part of the middle Division is thewted faadeiMta 
ef San Gabriel de la Boca del Monte, situated north M el 
Rio de Coatzacoalco. It was settled in 1824, and has now 
a mixed population of near one hundred, engaged in the 
euhivalion of sugar, cofiee, TaniUa^ maiae, Ihiito epA tebao^ 
C0| and also in the growth of stock generally. - 
• Malo Paso, or Paso del Sarabia is at the head of native 
navigati^ on the Coatzacoalcp riyer, where el Bio Sarabia 
mules its waters with the former river. It is now meieif 
Imowa-by name, as it hasf like many a Mes^can enterprise, 
fallen into the forest shades for want of a thoughtful and a 
more industrious people»^ln a direct line from-Minstidan 
Paso Malo is near sixty miles. - ' 

From Minatitlan to the rapids near Sncfail, on el Bio 
Goatzacoalco, the di^stance approximates htty-five miles in 
a direct line, and by the windings of the iiTer it iiiiis4 km 
ene hundred* It is reported that this distanoe may ^be 
na^rigated at all seaswss of the year by light draught steam* 
ersi drawing somewhat less than two feet of water. At 
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least this distance can be navigated with as much facility 
as the Ohio river in low water — the river which floats mil- 
iona of dollars worth of products to different markets. The 
time required by those steamers to make the one hundred 
miles should not exceed twelve liours^ running time. Thi^ 
distance thus navigable would be a great saving of land 
^▼el and sta^ng, especially during .the rainy seasons on 
the northern division of the Tehuantepec territory, where 
the road from the nature of the country, raigla be much 
obstructed, as it is not unfrequent, at that period, for this 
region to be almost deluged from the intense tropical rains. 
The distance from Suchil, by a stage road, to La Ventosa, 
being only one hundred and eighteen miles, and mostly 
over more elevated tracts of country, where the air is cool- 
ed by the mountain, jrindsy flowing into the valleys to fill 
up the Tsciium produced by concentracted heat, could be 
traveled, at most any season of the year, within twentj'-four 
hours, surmounting the natural obstaqles presented by el 
Paso de Chtvehi. ' . • * 

The' northern division or portion of Tehuantepec eml>nii- 
ces by far the most fertile and productive extent, in the 
form of bottom lands bordering the rivers. £1 rio de 
Coatsaooalco rises in the mountainous districts of las Cor- 
dilleraSy which divide the territory into the northern and 
southern plains ; and its prominent affluents on the east 
are los rios U^pan^ipa and Coachapa, which receive their 
ibuntfiins from the same mountain ranges ; while on the 
west that river is greatly augmented by the disembouge- 
ment of los rios Tierra Nueva, Tacateno, Tacojalpa, Bra- 
zo-Mistao, Naranjoy Jaltepec, Jumuapa, and Sarabia, all of 
wbick are fed by monntain clouds. Near twenty miles east 
of the month of the river Coaiaaooaloo el rio Tonala flows 
into the (iulf of Mexico, formed by two tributaries called 
k»8 rios Sanapa and Tancochapa, ten miles in a direct line 
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from its mouth. These rivers rise also in the elevated ta- 
ble lands of the dividing ridges of las Cordilleras. 

The country adjacent to all these rivers most generally 
possesses such an unsurpassed fecundity and quickness in 
the soil, and such a luxuriant vegetation in plants and herbs, 
which everywhere bound the vision and incite the mind to 
admiration and thankfulness, that, when on some high peak, 
looking down upon the exuberance of such a landscape, one 
feels that nature has there embodied all her kindred eli- 
ments, and was happily spreading them out for the repast 
of man. 

The kinds of plants and trees, and also the different kinds 
of productions will, in their turn, engross my pen. On the 
northern slope of Tehuantepec, there are a few towns, 
whose topography with reference to the Territory, it is now 
my purpose to briefly mention. Minatitlan, from being the 
sea-port and the extent of ocean steamers ascending the 
river Coatzacoalco, will be the first to claim my attention. 

The site of this port is oh the west side of that river, 
about twenty miles from its mouth. The town is small, not 
numbering over six hundred souls, whose colors and char- 
acteristics will assimilate with other villages which I have 
already mentioned. Its site is low and somewhat subject 
to overflow in the rainy season ; though it ascends in the 
rear of the river, and is considerably rolling. Some few 
avocations for a livelihood are pursued here and in its 
vicinity. Merchants or traders, mechanics, boatmen, and 
the tillers of the soil exist ; and tropical productions and 
fruits abound, while grazing to some extent is pursued not 
far distant on the rich meadow lands bordering the river 
and the small rivulets. The channel of the river Coatza- 
coalco, from its entrance into the Gulf to Minatitlan, aver- 
ages rather more than twelve feet in depth; though in 
places the lead seems to indicate forty. 
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• Almagres, situated on the east bank of the Coatzacoalco, 
near thirty-eight miles from its mouth in n direct line, is 
quite small ; and its population does not exceed four hun- 
dred, possessing even in this number almost eyerj sbade of 
complexion, The productions of tropical fruits, sugar and 
ooffeey comprise most of its agricuhural staples, while 
grazing is made quite a pursuit on the bottom lands of the 
river and its small affluents. 

San Francisco is a small village on the south side of the 
river Sanapa, a brancli of the Tonala. In population, its 
size is inferior to that of many Haciendas, not numbering 
over three, or the most, four hundred* The coilntrj in this 
vicinity, and between this river and that of TaneOehapa 
west of it, and also a branch or arm of the Toiiala, is rich 
in soil and in forest growths, and also in tropical produc- 
tions; and in many portions of this region, grazing i&^uch 
attended to by the settlers. 

Jaltipan is a town of two thousand five hundred inhab- 
itants, including Indians and mixed classes, and is situated 
near twenty-six miles north-west of the moafh of el Bio 
Coatzacoalco and twelve miles nearly west of Mniatitlan* 
The ridge where its site is located is somewhat elevated 
from the plain around, which adds a cheer to a home within 
its confines, ^ear the town there is a hillcalled the ^ Hill 
of Malincbe,** about forty feet high which aflbrds one an 
admirable view of the country tar around. All those pious 
requisites which .embelish most of Mexican towns, one can 
see here; and even places where the Saints taadh the 
youth to imitate. The country is produedve ; tfie soil 
being composed of sand, vegetable decomposition and vol- 
canic fragment*;. Cocoa nuts, cacao, nuts, sugar cane, cof- 
fee, and tropical fruits, grow and are cQnsidenihly*jttllivated 
for home consumption. Maize is throughout diia country 
a staple as much as corn in the vaiiey of the Mississippi, 
and serves the natives as, the main staff of iiie ; though 
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thonsands of other escalent prodactioiis everywhere abotm^. 

The city or villa de Acajucan, is thirty-six miles in a 
north-west direction from the moutli of the GoatzacoaicO| 
and tweaty-foor miiea nearly west of Minatitlau. Its popth 
Vatioa appnMdmates six thousapd, and is mixed as it is 
VBaal for Mexican dties. It has chnrches, school houses, 
and t<.) .-oine extent, Jiboundci in trade, having severai stores, 
a cotton gin, and sugar presses where the conntiy people 
haiiltfaeir cane, in order to mannfacture it into sogar* The 
same ptrodnetlons here abound as I have alluded to above. 
The pursuit oi grazing is somewhat attended to. Tiie for- 
est trees are Qonsidered valuable, and under a directing 
ikemdf would be turned to account In the heat of midnlay 
the creeping Tines dangling from lofty growths, invite the 
>ve;iried ukui lo the repose, of shade, snrrounded by thou- 
sands of gay festoons, ibriued with bios.^oino unique aud trar 
grAL Some trade is pursued with Minatitlan from this 
though most of its tniffic is carried on throngh el 
l*;i.<o (le S in dii iii, on a river of that name, which serves 
an outlet tor most of the exports oi the northern poi tiuu of 
Tdiiuantepec territory. In the prosperous days of this ci^^ 
tbe annual exports of .ixle, a epeoies of the Agave Ameri* 
cana, though nuieli finer, und ut" cotton, throns^h that Pass 
to Vera Cruz, are reported to have exceeded one miiiion of 
dollars* Salt abounds in this region and ia aa artide of 
trade. Here all^ that*man may want, can be acqinred ; ^e 
soil is rich ; the '\val(;i--po\ver.^ are ^ood and abuiidautj while 
the £drests abound in game ; aiid nature's works and the 
, liragments of past ages afford instanceB of attmetka and 
study. 

. Moloaraii i> a small Indian settlement, with a p(>}>ulation 
not exceeding eight hundred, who are graced with one 
church and a school honse^ Its site is much elevated^ so 
as to command a view of the rich yalleys and j^oCr^res whidi 

fekkt tiie northern base of las Cordilleras tiiat divide the 
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witon of two ooeansyimd k siioated seven miles from Paso 
Nuevo on the east side of el Rio CoatjEacoaleo, and about 

eight miles from the Gulf. The productions are maze, ixle, 
and ixuits peculiar to the country. The ixle or bromelia 
Pita, a apeeies of Uie Meziciui Magiiej^ abounds- here in 
great luxuriance, and4M>uld easily be made an artide of 
extensive exportation. AVithin eleven miles of this place, 
a petroleum spring abounds, the sources of which are coa- 
•idered inexhaustible. Not far distant from this, one can 
traoe the demarkations of a sulphur spring and a mine of 
rock salt. 

The small Indian village of Cosuliacaque about seYea 
miles 0ram Minatitlan, in a westward direetion, dates its 
settlement back more than one hundred and forty yeara^ 
and Is noted for its healthy location. Many persons here 
attain the advanced age of one hundred years, which is sel- 
dom exceeded in mere northern elimes. This of itself, Irith 
few exceptums in low marshy bottoms, is sufficient proof 
that the territory of Tehuantepec, including its plains and 
mountainous districts, is as healthy, if n6tmore so, than any 
other portion of the American continent^ and would, under 
a fostering government, eclipse or eqnal any other region 
in the multiplicity of its pri>Juctions, and the extent to which 
its commerce might be carried oa in the ezportations of its 
indigenous growths. 

La Hadenda de San Jos^del Garmine possesses a settle- 
ment of one hundred natives, on the north bank of el Rio 
Tancochapa, a branch of the Tonala. This river, as well 
as the Uspanapa, borders the estfile, and both of them are 
navigable, which afibrds the San Jos^ Hacienda every act- 
vantage with reference to transporting its products to hon^ie 
or foreign markets. 

In tins region, gold hiCs been discovered ; and it is evi- 
dent Aat the predom metab must have be^ sought and 
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mmes worked in this pairt as well as Bianj oUier distriete 
in Mexico, bj a people quite tsivilized^ and anterior to the 

conquest, from the i\u'i that artilii \vy\\s exist, which 
resenibie ear the lu i;ir^ live or six i( * ! p by three tect 
in diameter ; and which are near el rio de Tancochapa. Bj 
some writers who have explored the Gila and the riyer 
alluded to, it i? inlri ] * l that those wells must have been 
formerly used ibr washing out tiie precious metal;}. 

The soil here is well adapted to the culture of cotton, 
rice, sugar, cocoa, cacao, maise, and esculent fruits; while 
the foretoL- nbound in ^ ihtuLlu timber, dye-womls, and ^um- 
trees. The natural meadows an l ieii in the iuxuriaiice of 
their grasses, and ^tle spot their surfaces and mountain 
sides wherever the eje is turned towards ' verdant land- 
scapes. 

The ge<^gical as well as the constitutional tbrmation of 
the mountains of the Isthmus, strongly resembles that of 
OaliforDia*^ and in fact, all the Cordillera chain throughout 
Noiih ;ind Souili Ainericn, nn !i r difTerent names, bears 
nearly the same aspect, and tiVideiit prtKji^ of the precious 
' metals abounding. That gold abounds in the mouiitains of 
the Isthmus is a matter of record handed down by those 
who explored this territory immediately after the conquest 
of Anahuae. Alvarado's expioratiuu of Tehauntepec, in 
lb22f is proof of the position which I have already 
assumed ; and the history of that exploration informs us 
that llio natives of the country t^jpcxued to have an abun- 
dance of the precious metal. 

It is now for a new race, a race po«^^ssed of iron will, 
to turn th^ fertile plains, the rich meadow lands, the for- 
ests, the mouuiains, the rivers and ihe ports, to account ; 
by dotting them with smiling habitation?, by spotting them 
with a new and improved br^d of stock, by the echo of 
the axe in their dense recesses, by exporting their ^Id and 
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retaining a part of it as a circulating medium^ and hy the 
snorting leviathans and the whitened and wide spread can- 
' Yas, plying within their prctTinceSt 

Iron, petroleum, obsidian, pitchstone, volcanic glass, and 
murate of soda abound la diiFerent jocalities on the Isth* 
mus. The extent of the different hinds of metals and min- 
erab in this region of the Mexican Republic^ no diseoTcrj 
has defined, nor can it, where will and mind are trammeled 
by the intiiience of superstition^ and hj the supererogatioa 
of benighted ages. 

The climate throughont the whole of the territory of 
Tehauntepec, is healthful an-I invigorating, except in prox- 
imitjr to the low and overflowed lands iftai* the higoons and 
some of the rivers* By one day's travel, elevated districts 
can be reached, where the air is cool and bracing, where 
the tropical fruits :uid ^>roductions grow abuudautlj ; and 
wiiere invalids resort^ and the infirmities of age are wisely 
eared for by the profusion of nature's cop* The thermom- 
eter seldom falls belew seventy degrees, and is not of^en 
known to rise Liglicr thun ninety -eight degrees, Fahi f nfieit. 
It is highest in the month of May, just before the rainy 
season sets in» is quite low through that season ; and in the 
months of December and January, it is usually the Iowest» 
The population of lliii* territory is mixed, a» in other por- 
tions ot^ the Mejdcan Confederacy. Tliat of the natives 
greatly predominates ; however^ there are a few of other 
classes, espeetany Europeans and GSreeles, who seem to 
exercise the civil functions. 

The same ill feeling exists here between the European 
Spaniards and the Creoles, as I have already alinded to, t 
which perhaps is owing to the assumption of natural rights 
on the part of the former. In cliaiaeter, appearance, and 
morals ; in color^ their facial contour, and the phrenological 
Ibrmation'of their heads ; in their habits and mannersy the 
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Indiaiii of the Isthmat acaircely di£fer from those who live 
in other portions of the Republic ; but they seem to have 

greatly departed from the moral code of the Aztecs in point 
of sobriety. » 

. The Za^pteooi tribe, inhabiting the Pacific plains, appear 
to be more advanced than the tribes of other portions of 

the territory. Even before the Conquest, they were inde- 
pendent of the iron rod of Montezuma, and excited the 
^aatottsy of that monarch, from their knowledge of tiie 
mechanical arts and their well fortified towns. From the 
record of history, as handed down by Bernal Diaz, these 
Indians appeared to have been far adv;anced in civilization, 
to havejcaltivated the soil and manafactored their productei ; 
such as ck>tton, ixle, and cacao, and even to have under- 
stood working many of the metals. 

Xhe Zoology of the Tehauntepec territory resembles 
thAt of other portions of tropical Mexico* which X haye 
already alluded to in another number of these letters; 
however, there are some animals here whose peculiarities 
I desire to notice* 

The yampyreliat dwells in the region of la Boca del 
Monte, where in the night he stealthily bleeds both man 
and beast:?, with such extreme care as not to arouse them 
to self protection ; and when they awaken from repose, 
they scarcely know what has produced the efiect ; but they 
feel a languor bordering on ineitness. Thb kind of baft 
is found in Central America, and also within the tropical 
portion <^ South America. . ^ 

La Boca is near sixty-fire miles north of La Ventdsa, 
on the road to Minatithin. A few of the Alpaca or Peru- 
vian sheep inhabit the mountainous districts of Sua Juan 
Guichicovi. west of the road to ^linatitlan. Fish are said 
to abound in the rivera and all the smaller streams, on both 
4des of the dividing Cordillera ridge of the Tehaunte- 
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pec territory, and are considered of an excellent qualify; 
tbougk thej inhabit the mouu tains and low-land streams of 
the tropics. :^ 

Amon^ tke wild animals adapted for game, the^deer^'the 
coatimondi, hares, rabbits, squirrels, and peccary may be 
mentioned as the most important* The Monkey tribe 
abound here with aU its Tarieties as in other portioDs of 
tropical Mexico* The preacher monkey has ondoubtedly 
obtained bis name Irom imitating the ranting orators i>t' 
holy and pious thought, when the early missions were 
.established among the ndiivei. The wild tnrkey and 
carassow abound in most pairts of Tehanntepec, and are 
remarkably tame from their being little hunted. The 
crested citrassow resembles the turkey, and may be ranked 
among the domestic fowls of portions of Mexico* I saw 
many of them domesticated at San Bias, some at Topic, 
and also at Colima ; and between the latter place and the 
port of Manzanillo, I saw wild ones* The dove, pigeon, 
quail, partridge, tinamon and chachalaca are abundant, and 
no small delicacies at the festal hoard. The latter of those 
fowls somewhat resembles the hen ; thougli it possesses in 
its flesh a greater degree of delicacy and nourishment. 
The same birds of jprey and plnmage inhabit the wilds of 
the mountains, and the plains' of Tehaontepec, that I liaTe 
heretofore described. 

On the Pacific coast near the lagoons there are numer- 
ous species of Land Tortoise ; and one of the kind is 
much appreciated for its shell, which is used by the nativA 
to manufacture combs, and wliieli I have seen imported 
into the portions of Mejuoo I had the satis£ACtion of explor- 
mg. 

The honey-bee is found in the territor^^ of Tehanntepec 

on high elevations, in the same manner as in the region of 
Tonila, Say ula, Zapotlan, and in the higher altitttdes of the 
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Republic. The Cochineal insects were formerly much 
-attended ; but ot late, owing to the chemical d^es oi the 
French, their use has greatly fallen off* r-^' 
' The same piodactions abound in vwribaB parts of ^ehainn^ 
't6pec as in the territory of Golima ; such as cotton, sugar- 
cane, the palm iamilj^ cacao^ mamej Colorado, chirrimoya, 
eactosy banana, plantain, pine-^ppk, nee, mnge, lime, 
lemon, citron, fig, plum, the PemTian bark tree, sarsaparilla, 
mahogany, Campeche wood, yanilla, the pepper tree, tama- 
arind, the banian tree, Jatropha manihot, sweet potato, 
melons^ tomato, jalap vine ; and many others which I did 
, lioft Idlitde to in i&y description of the forest andfrniti^ear- 
ing trees with respect to that territory, and the States of 
Guerrero and Oajaca. 

' It is nair my intention to consider more fbUy, much of 
thAbatanft of«^e natand prodnctions which I have, up to 

the present, omitted. Notwithstanding, there are peculiar- 
ities about some of those which I have mentioned, and 
which, occasioaally I may bring under review. In different 
portions of the Territory, sugar-cane attains twenty-eight 
, joints in height, with a diameter from two to three inches, 
which is similar to that grown at the mouth of the Ama- 
zon river, in Soutb America. 

In some portions of this country, sugar-cane is seen 
growing wild, and of a remarkable saccharine quality. Cacao 
is considerably cultivated, especially in the northern divis- 
ion of the Isthmus. The climate and soil are well disposed to 
produce cotton of « fine quality ; but there is here as else- 
where in this Republic, a little attention paid to its culture. 
The armg worm which so often ruins the prospects of the 
southern planter, is entirely unknown to reign in this 
region. Brazil*wood and Ptfo-iamarillo abound throughout 
the Isthmus, and are important for their red and yellow 
dyes* Tobacco is much cultivated, and grows most luxa- 
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naatfj. There is ooe kind calM can^^.ifeioli is noin 

lai^e a-^ that del mon'.e ; but in point of quality and flavor, 
it enjii^ as high a reputation as the best oi Cuba tobacco. 
Erei^fmere in the forest, elimbiog vines preyaU which 
add a coolness to the travdei^s toll and inyite him to the . 
shade of repose, while sotiic of the varieties — "bejucos de 
agua," {MToduce a sweet, cool water to refresh him imd^ 
the inAoeme of the meridiaasMiK ..^ . 

Much of the country north' of the dividing ri^^ or 4^ 
northern division of the territory, abounds in allspice, 
botauicali^rcalled Myrtus Pimenta. This tree is deserving 
of some more notice than ca«aal^ calling it bj name and^ 
giving it a place. It often dseslfco Ite'height cMf more tium\ 
twenty feet, and when in blossom, presents an aspect of 
rare beauty with its oval leaves, four inches long, and of a 
deep green and shining colori and with nun^eroas branches 
of white flowersy each having four petals. Casting the e jo 
over the vegekible creation, one can certiunly witness no 
object so beautiful and cnciianting as a pimento ^ee in i^e 
month of July. , 

The usual method of forming, a new pim^to plantation 
is to appropriate a piece of woody grpund in a part of the 
country where the scattered trees .are found in a Dative 
state. Tbe other trees being cut away ; in a year or two^ 
young pimento plants are found to spring up in all parts,, 
which are supposed to have bera produced from berries 
dropped by birds. In September the berries arc ht to be 
gathered^ and one industrious ms^i can gather seventy 
ponnds per day. Then they are spread on a terrace in the 
sun, where they should be kept free from the influence of 
moisture, and when dry, their appearance is tliat of a red- 
dish-brown. Allspice is so called from enjoying the reptt* 
tation of resembling in flavor a mixture of ^nnftmfflij 

nutmesB and doves. An odoriferous oil is distilled ftom 

... - , ' . • ' > 



Digrtized by Google 



413 



its leayes* Ifhat a field is bere preaeDfted (or edterprise 

and the stem march of man to aa abodp ia a paradise as of 
yore ! 

Near el rio de CoatzaooaloOy coffee trees are seen grow- 
ing abundantly, and apparently in a wild state, and with 

few exceptions, no care is taken to prune and properly 
culuvate the trees ; noiwithstandkig this n^lect, the ber- 
ries are seated to be of a superior quality in point of 
flaror. 

Caoutchouc is a substance obtained from the milky juice 
of several plants, which are natives of the torrid zone. The 
chief ones are the Heyea, Guianensis and Jatropha ^las- 
tica* This juice is also obtained from several trees of 
different genera, and in this manner : Being procured by 
incisions, it^is appHed in successive layers over a mould of 
jday, and dried by exposure to the sun, and to the smoke 
from burning fueL When perfectly dry, the mould is 
broken, leaving the caoutchouc in the form of a hollow ball. 
In its solid state, caoutchouc is of a close texture, distincly 
fibrous, of a light brown color, or sometimes, nearly white* 
It was not until the year 17^6 that this extraordinary 
natural production was made known in Europe. It is 
during the wet season that the incisions are generally made, 
in order to obviate their drying up*. 

The India-rubber tree abounds extensively in the north- 
em division of the territory, and also in portions of the 
southern division j though more especially in the region of 
Uspanapa river, and most of the other rivers in the north* 
It is computed that each tree properly attended, will yield 
a pound of gum per year, which is usually worth forty 
cents. Tina is another among the numerous staples which 
I have and am to enumerate, as being destined sources of 
profit to an industrious people. 

La Yucca or the Jatropha manihot flourishes in most 
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eveiy |>art of the Territoiy. Cassava is made- from ihis 

plant or shrub. This grows near eight feet high, liaving 
broad, sinning and sometimes, hand-shaped leaves, with 
beaatiful white and rose-colored flowers* The xoots are 
the only edible parts of the sfamb or plant, wMch I have 
horetofore de8rril)ed. 

Cassia or wild cinnamon abounds on the Pacitic coast in 
the southern division of the Territorj* Its b«rk was well 
known to the andents «nd is no less esteemed hj the 

moderns ; though since the use of cinnamon has grown so 
important, the former is little required, except for the 
pi^eparation of what is called the inl of cinnam&n* The 
bads as well as the bark are used in cooking. 

Gum Arabic is the product of the Acacia arahica and 
some other species of the same order, abounding in all 
^rts of Tehauntepec. It exudes spontaneoualj, in a fluid 
state, and remains attached to the branches after it has 
concreted and become solid. This exudation takes place 
continually during the whole of the dry season, from Octo- 
ber to June I but more copiously it flows immediately after 
the rains: Gum Arabic is obtained in rounded masses, 
capable oi" being easily reduced to a powder, insipid to the 
taste, or possessing a slight acidity, which, however is only 
perceptible to those who use it habitually. It is an impor- 
tant article in commerce, and tmm its reputed abundance 
in the territory, the day must come when its bulk and 
weight shall contribute to the sail, which dot and whiten 
the Ocean. Its native ^lame on the Isthmus is Mesquite. 

The bromelift pita, or izle of the Territory, already 
slightly alluded to, difi'ers somewhat from the agave Amer^ 
icana of Europe, and the maguey of other portions of 
Mexico ; inasmuch, as the fibres of the former are reputed 
be much finer, even as fine as the finest fiax. 

The Indigo plant or shrub, the Auil cimaiTon, or de 
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Guatimala is^rows abundantl^r throughout the southern 
divisioQ of the Isthmus, in the same manner ad it grows on 

> 

aeveral of the Hawaiian Islands. Saffixuii and bj .the 
natives and the language of the country, called Azafron, 

fipurishes also in portions of the Isthmus. Its valu^ as a 
dye is well known. Its seeds are purgative, and are some- 
times osed in dropsical cases. Its technical name is car- 
thamiis tinctoria. 

'The various species of Bombax and Ceiba are prodigioas 
American forest trees, with huge buttresses projecting from 
their colossal trunks. The Bombaxpentrondrum^anadve 
of India, inhabits the southern division of the Isthmus. 
This yields a gum which is given in conjunction with«;pices 
in certain stages of bowel complaints; and it is said to be 
purgative iU diuretic The leaves of a species of the 
bombax calRl Baobab constitute, when dried and reduced 
to powder, Lalo, a favorite article with the Africans, which 
they mix daily with their iood, for the purpose of diminish- - 
ing the excessive perspiration to which they are subject in 
tlid torrid climes of Africa. The fruit is the most oseful 
part of the tree. Its pulp is slightly acid, agreeable, and 
frequently eaten ; while the juice expressed from it and 
inixed with sugar, constitutes a drink whicb is mwAk valued 
as a specific in putrid and pesdlential fevers^ The dried 
pulp is mixed with water, and in Bome countries, adminis- 
tered in cases of dysentery. It is chiefly composed of gum, 
like gum Senegal, a sugary matter, starch, and add which 
appears to be the malic. 

A shrub called by the natives of the Isthmus Acliote, is 
technicAUy known by the name of Bixa Oreiiaua, and in- 
habitWif^itions of the territory. Its leaves are alternate, 
simple, on short stalks, without sUpules; usually entire and 
leathery, iuid very often marked with transparent dots. 
The peduncles of this shrub are axillary and many flow- 
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ered. Its seeda are angnUov and covered with an orange 
red waxen pulp, or pellicle* The latter substance is the 

Arnotto of the shops ; it is separated from tlie seeds hj 
washing. It is chiefly used in the preparation of chocolate, 
but was reckoned an antidote to the poison of the manioc 
or jatropha manihot* Farmers use it to stain their cheeses, 
and djers for a reddish color. Martius says that the seeds 
are cordial, astringent, and febrifugaL 

The Palm family, or most, of it aboonds throughput this 
country under rcTiew, especially in its low altitudes* The 
kinds called Sagus laevis and geimina are the most noted 
for yielding the finest sago; however, there is another kind 
quite noted in this respect, which is that of Saguerus Sac* 
charifer. This kind yields large quantities of juice, which, 
by fermentation produces an intoxicating beverage, and 
when boiled a sugar used for various purposes. When the 
tree is exhausted by the incessant draining of its fluids, Siv* 
go of good quality Is obtained from its trunk, as much as 
one hundred and Mtj to two hundred pounds weight from 
a single tree. The vaiue of Sago is known to the conuner- 
cial world. 

Of the Jatropha Manihot I have already written, giving 

some particulars of its utility. Here I wish to mention 
another kind called Jatropha Purgans, as prevailing on the 
Isthmus in low altitude^ on either side of la Sierra Madre. 
It is noted for the fierce acridity of its seeds, and from them 
an expressed oil is obtaine'd, which is considered a valuable 
application in cases of the itch aikd the herpes ; it is also 
used, when a little diluted, in cases of chtonic rheumatisniu 
The varnish used by the Chinese for ^verii^ boxes is 
made by boiling this oil with the oxide of j^'^^y^^innrt^^^^ 
of this plant are considered as rubefacient and discutient; 
and its milky juice is supposed to have a detei^ntand 
healing quality, and is sometimes used to dye linen black 



Digrtized by Google 



OF TH£ HEZICAN CORDILLERA. 417 



Of some of the species of Anona which abounds in Te- 
huaotepeCy the fruit is agreeable and succulent, possessing 
a sugary mucilage, which predominates oTer the slight aro* 
matic flavor that it possesses. Of this kind t«re the delicious 
custard apples and the cherimojer of Peru, which nature 
has likened to the former name mentioned in this para- 
graph. Its pulp is yellowish, and when eating it one feels 
a devout gratitude for the wise provision and order of 
nature. 

Within the territory of Tehuautepec abound several of 
the species of the Laurel family of trees, whose spices are 
more or less aromatic and fragrant, while some are valua- 
ble for their timbers ; others liave fruit which partake of 
the quality of the nutmeg ; some are useful febrifuges ; a 
number of them yield a fixed as well as a volitile oil, and 
< an abundanee of camphor. The kind called Laurus Nobi« 
lis is quite noted for its aromatic leaves, which are consid- 
erably used by coniectioners ; however, there is another 
termed Tetranthera, whose fruit yields a greasy exudation, 
which bears the reputation of fixed oil, and is supposed to 
constitute the principal part of the fruit Persea Gratissima, 
80 much valued in tropical Mexico and the West Indies. 
The kind here alluded to inhabits chiefly the northern divi- 
sion of the Isthmus. 

The Rattan Palms abound in all portions of the territory, 
though more especially in the low altitudes. By the inhab- 
itants they are called Cafias de Indias ; they are described 
as residents of the dense forests bordering the rivers and 
rivulets, where the rajs of the sun can hardly penetrate, in 
which situations they form spiny bushes which obstruct all 
passage into those jungles, rising to the tops bf the highest 
trees, and falling again, so as to 'resemble a prodigious 
length of cable, adorned, however, with the most beautiful 
leaves, pinnated, or terminating in graceful tendrils. 
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Thioaghoat nuMt of the Pacific, or aoa^em division, In- 
dian Figs, of the cactaceas family of plants, grow plentiful* 

ly, as in other portions of Mexico, i li<' ilowers are either 
showey or iniuute, and usually last only oue clay or night. 
The leaves are almost always wanting, and when present 
they are fleshy, smooth, entire, or spine shaped. - Its fnilt 
is oblong, nearly two inches long and an inch in dia meter, 
and resembles the properties of the currant. Some kinds 
are refreshing and agreeable to the taste^ while others are 
moeilaginous and instfnd. Many are regarded as pallia- 
tives in cases ot intermittent and bilious fevers, in couse- 
qucnce of their sub-acid juice. 

The Mango tree flourishes generally in every portion of 
the Isthmus, having a resinous, gummy, caustic, or nulky 
juice. The fruit of this species of the order of Anacards is 
as highly valued in tropical countries as the peach in the 
temperate ; the badk of its root is a bitter aromatic, and is 
employed in cases of diarrhoea, and others of a kindred 
character. The young leaves possess fine pectoral proper- 
ties, while the old ones are used for cleaning the teeth ; the 
seeds of the fruit are medicinally considered anthelmintic, 
and a resin which flows from the stem or trunk of ihis tree, 
' enjoys the repntation of being autisyphilitic. 

Melons grow in almost every part of Tehuantepec, and 
usually possess, in a remarkable degree, saccharine proper- 
ties seldom equalled in more temperate climates. . 

Sour Oranges, and those of the wood, or del monte, are 
abundant in every part, while the Chinese Orange attains 
its sugary mellowness only in the table land districts sur- 
rounding San Miguel Chimalapa. 

Mammee Apple, called by the natives Maniey Colorado, 
is a fruit growing on a shrub-like tree, which is rather par- 
asitical, and yields a resinous juice : the flowers are numer- 
ous, axillary, or terminal, and in color they are either white, 
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pink, or red, depending on the variety. Great excellence 
is ascribed to this frnit in the tropical regions of America, 

being highly esteemed as a desert, and it is said to rival the 
Mangostecn, the most delicious of all fruits which inhabits 
the straits of Mallacca* This resembles a middle-sized 
orange, and is filled with a sweet and most delightful pulp. 

Under the natural order of Soap worts, a kind of tree 
called technically Melicocca Bijuga, but by the natives of 
the Isthmus JlCamoncillo, grows generally throughout the 
country. Its berries possess an agreeable subacid flavor ; 
its leaves are alternate, compound, and often marked with 
dots, tvhile the lowers are in receme%4inall, white or pink. 

Funioa Granatum, under the order of Myrtacete, is a 
tree and also a shrub of the Isthmus, having red, white, and 
occasionalljolyellow flowers. It is celebrated in medicine, 
forming edfiift forests in Persia. A decoction of the bark 
of ita rootasb powerful anthelmintic, and in its flowers one 
finds properties which are tonic and astringent ; while the 
acid juice of its seeds is found useful in bilious fevers ; the 
bark of its fruit is much used in chronic dysentery. The 
nativoB call this species Granado. 

Wild tomatos grow in most parts, and are used for culi- 
nary purposes. In the enumeration of plants, trees, and 
fihrubs abounding in various portions of Tehuantepec t^i- 
tory, which I have made, and am still to make,Ura certain 
extent, my object is to present the capabilities of a country 
which it seems a sin against Providence to let molder in 
the waste of its natural grandeur. It is now like the Qua- 
Jaer ferity it wil( remain inert till some great moment moves 
it to the center, and shakes from its fettered thought that 
darkness which bedims reason, and teaches man that he is 
a tool. * . . 

The fruit of the Papaya Caricais abundant A great pe- 
caUarity observed in the juice of its unripe fruit is that it la 
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a most powerful and eiiicient vermifuge ; and moreover that 
the tree has the singular property of rendering the toughest 
animal substances tender^ by causing a separation of. the 
muscular .fibre ; its very vapor, even, does this. Newly 
killed meat suspended among the leaves, and even old hogs 
and old poultry, when fed on the leaves and fruit, become 
tender in a few hours. This is the Papaw. 
" Under the order of Laurels I will not omit to medtloli 
several species of trees which arc noted for the valuable 
properties embraced in their constitutional formation. That 
of Caryodaphne Densiilora is <Aie whose bark is brownish, 
and tonic in its application as medicine, and contains a great 
quantity of bitter and somewhat balsamic matter, while the 
leaves are gratefully aromatic, aud are used in an infusion, 
like tea, against spasms- of the bowels, andjHIPooaT^^ 
affections of pregnant women. 

Another, called Sassafras Officinale, of tha|/>fder, has a 
great reputation as a powertul sudorific, and especially 
combined with Guaiacum and Sarsapariila, in cutaneous 
affections, chronic rheumatism, and old syphalitic maladies. 
The dried leaves of that species contain so much mucilage 
that they are frequently used within the tropics, and in the 
southern portion of the United States, for thickening soup^ 
like Hibiscus Esculentus. The bark of Hie roots is pre* 
feired to the other portions of the trets. 

In the northern division of Tehuantepec there are two 
species of trees, under the order of Myrtles, and called 
Psydium Pyriferum and Pomiferum, the latter of which ia 
much more acid than tM other. The former bears^ a white 
* fruit, while the other a red. ' • 

These fruits are commonly known as Ouarasy^and resem- 
ble, in a great measure, the pomegfranate respecting their 
oval shaped form and astringent properties. The pulp is 
made into an agreeable jelly^ which imparts a delicate 
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flavor. They are indigenous to the tropics of America^ 
whence they hare been carried to the eastern world. In 
an eminent degree they possess a cooling property, when 
eaten with cream and sugar, which seems to invigorate the 
system, especially during the summer season witiiin the 
tropical sphere. A taste for those fruits is necessarily 
acquired* Most of' the . whole family of Myrtles inhabit 
portions of the Isthmus, and are natives of the tropics ; 
llioii L'^h they will bear aeciimation to mure temperate i tigions, 
Guayaba constitutes the common name of this, genus in the 
northern portion of the country. 

A species of the above order, called Caryophyllns aroma> 
ticus, bears a tiuit, whose properties are well known in com- 
merc^^tho^h it is its dried flower-buds wbich constitute 

the dSdi^refpi^ shops* 

The Pini^to tree belonges to this family, under the name 
of JKusr^^ni^^jacris, whose unripe iruit aljounds in essential 
oily which is a powerful initant, and is often used to allay 
toothache. The bruised berries, are considered caxmin- 
ative, and as adapted ^o stimulate the Htomachj and pro- 
mote digestion. 

A plant call Chato-bejuco* abounds in the forests of the 
northern division of the Isthmus, and is botanically. known 
as Caceoloba urifera under the order of Polygonaceae. It 
is remarkable for its sueculent violet calyx in which its 
nntB lune enveloped, and is on that account called the Sea- 
aide Grape in the West Indies. It yields an extremely 
,astrin<rent extract ; its wood dyes red, and its, currant-like 
berries are acid, pleasant, and edible. 

Palma christi) technically known a^ Bicinus communis is 
noted for its seeds yielding an oil^remarkablj though mildly 
purgative, and flourishes mostly in the northern division. 

The Mexican Copaiba grows in the southern division and 
is here known 1^ the name of Copalche^ and teehnicaUj by 



Dig'itized by 



422 



TSAYfiLS OH TH£ W£SX£RN SLOPE 



that of Hedwigia baUanu&nL Its ooacrete joice is bard, 
shining, tlwi8parent» cittxm^lored, and inordons, and in 

appearance resembles amber; and it forms a Ix autilul trans- 
parent varnish mixed with Hnsced oil, when dissolved by a 
heat little leas than to boil the oiL This is a Yalnable article 
in commerce. 

C .ithartocarpus fistula of the sub-order of Fabaceac, is a 
plant known in the central and southern divisions, and, to a 
^preat extent, resembles, in its fruit| the properties of the 
Cassia lanceolata, the Senna of cmnmerce. 

Styrax officinale, known by the name of Liquidamber, 
is a species of trees under the order of Storaxworts, which 
produces amber .gum, in the form of small reddish globules* 
It is a fragrant, bitterish, and honey-like sullrtance* In 
mediciuL' it is used as an expectorant. 

Abounding in different portions of the Isthmus, one 
beholds trees and plants whose properties produce a tannic- 
acid, well adapted to promote the tanning of leather ^ sndi 
as the Mangle bianco, Guayabo, and 1m juco amarillo. 
Here one is not to pause and resort to chemical affinities, 
in order to obtain colors to supply the wants of a barbar- 
ous, a civilized, or a refined people ; for the forests abound 
in plants and trees to meet their wants ; as Nature smiles 
when the learned step aside to £nd artificial combinations 
to supplant her order. 

The <Grenipap, a fruit as large as an orange, of a whitisli* 
green color, but containing a dark purple juice with an 
agreeable vinous taste, is borne by a ^ree called Genipa 
Armericanay which inhabits the northern and southeiii di*> 
Tidions of the Isthmus, yielding a beautiful black color. The 
Vanilla aromatica, yielding a brown color, grows in the 
central and northern divisions of the Isthmus. The wood 
of the Madura tinctoria is the dye wood called Fustick ; it 
contains merine, a peculiar coloring matter, and grows in 
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most parts of Tehaantepec : Its fruit is pleasant, and is used 
in this country for medicine, applied to the same purposes 

as the black mulberry in Europe. Mo^^t of tlie order of 
Cedrelads abound in portions of the Istlimus, and are 
rather common to the tropics of America. The wood of 
tins order is^grant and aromatic, yielding a green color ; 
and many species of the order are used Ibr medicine, pos- 
sessing properties both febrifugal, astringent, and peculiar 
to those of tl^BjeruTian bark. 

Campeachy-wood known on the Isthmus as Campeche, 
flourishes in the northern and southern divisions, though 
more generally in the southern ; its wood yields a black or 
pnrple color, and is an artide worth commercial adventure* 

Among the purgatives or emetics, Ipecacuanha of the 
order of Cinchonads, holds one of tiie first ranks for utility ; 
inhabiting ih^ Isthmus and generally, tropical America. It 
is the root of the Cehp&elis Ipecacuanha, a little, creeping- 
rooted, half-herbaceous plant, found in damp, shady forests* 
It is also sudorific and expectorant. Its po>vder acts upon 
the respiratory passages as an irritant, producing spasmodic 
asthma. In some cases the mere odor of the root seems 
sufficient to ezdte difficulty of breathing, with a feeling of 
suffocation. 

Extending onc*s research through the forests of this pro- 
lific country, the different species of plants and trees of the 
order of Ivy warts, present their importance to the thought- 
ful and speculative. Ginseng falls under this order, and 
might be procured most abundantly not only here, but in 
most parts of tropical America. It has an agreeal^e bitter- 
sweet root, and is used sometimes as Liquorice. The 
Chinese are said to .idminister it in all diseases resulting 
from the weakness of the body. Many species of Legumi- 
nous plants flourish in portions of the Isthmus,* and of this 
order, the roots of the Liquorice may be mentioned, which 
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contains an abundance of a sweet, mucilaginous juice, and 
is much esteemed as a pectoraL 

In the order of Sapotadsi eeyeral species of iruitare 
found highly distinguished in their native countries, espe- 
cially on the Isthmu?, as articles of desserts : Such as the 
Sappodilla plum, the Star apple, and the Marmalade. 

Several of the species of Gingerwort maj be observed 
in most parts of the Territory. They are nearly all trop* 
ical ill tlieir habits, and noted as objects of great beauty, 
either on account of the high development of the floral 
envelops, or because of th» rich and ghiring color of the 
bracts* However, they are chiefly valued for the sake of 
the aromatic stimulating properties of the root or rhizome ; 
such as are ibund in Ginger, Galangale, and Zedoary; 
while many more species of this order are used in like- 
Planner. The warm and pungent roots of the greater and 
less Galangale, are not only used by the Indian doctors in 
cases ot dyi»pepsia, but are also considered useful in coughs^ 
given in infusioiu ^ 

A species of CurcuHia of this order is supposed to fur- 
nish the astringent Mexican drug, called Cascara de Pin- 
gue, which abounds in tannin. Jicara grows in most parts 
of equatorial America. It falls within the order of Cres* 
centiadsy and is specifically known as Grescentia cujete, the 
Calabash tree, which bears a great gourd-like fruit, filled 
with a sub-acid pulp. This is eaten by the natives, and 
out of it the natives prepare poultices, and use its hard 
shell for holding fluids, in the room of bottles. 

No good reason can be assigned why the Breadfruit-tree, 
botanically called Artocarpus, of the order of Artocarpads, 
would not flourish on the ^ntjnent of America within the 
tropics, as well as on the islands scattered over .the Paeifie 
Ocean, possessing a siDiilar climate. The edible quality of 
the bread-fruit seems to be owing to the presence of alaigo 
quantity of starch in its succulent head. 
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The Palo de Vaca, or Cow-tree, which I haye mentioned 
in a letter descriptive of the fruits and productions, pecu- 
liar, in part, to tropical America, is a speci<-'s of the Brosi- 
mum, of the order above. The milk which this tree jielda 
has been analysed hj various chemists^ and is pronounced 
as rich and wholesome, and as good as that of the cow^ 

In the central division of the Isthmus, one observes a 
species of the order called Fabaceae, bearing the tamarind 
plum, which has a pod formed with a delicate, agreeable 
pulp, much less acid than that of the Tamarind. This spe- 
cies is kuuwn as Dialium Indicum. CJopaifera officinalis 
is a species also of the order under review, and is found 
not only here, but in many of the equatorial parts of 
America, especially in the province of Antioquia of South 
America. ^ 

The balsam of Copaiva is a U<{uid resinous juice which 
flows from judsions made in the stem of this tree. The 
juice is transparent, of a whitish or pale-yellowish color, 
and possesses an agreeable smell, and a bitterish, pungent 
taste. It is of the consistency of oil, or a little thicker ; 
and as a medidne, it is corroborating and detergent Gum 
Dragon and Bed Sandal-wood belong to Pterocarpus Draco 
and Santalinus ; while Gum Lac belongs to Erythrina 
monosperma ; and all of these are species of the order last 
mentioned* The first flourishes in all portions of the Isth- 
mus, while the latter more in the central and soofliem 
divisions. The valuable properties belonging to each of 
these, are generally well known to the commercial world. 
Sangre^ago and Palo de rosa comprise the> Dragcm and 
Sandal species of trees, as existing on the Isthmus. 

Several kinds of the family of Bignoniads are noticed 
growing, not only in Tehauiijtepec, but far south of the 
£quator ; especially in Brazil, where they are felled for 
the sake of their timber ; that called Ipe-tabacoo furnishes 



426 TliAViXS ON THE WESTfiBN bJLOFB 

durable ship timber, and that called Ipeona is considered 
one of the hardest species of wood known. 

The order at* l^^ibaceae still furnishes more species of 
great importance ; and in this view, the gum Aiiime is pro- 
cured from H jmenaea eonrbaril $ and the Copal of Mex- 
ico is conceded to be the produce of a plant allied to this ; 
while the kind culled Aloexylum agallochum, produces one 
of the two sorts of Calambac, Eagle-wood, or Lign-aloes, 
a fragrant substance, which, it is stated, consists of a con- 
cretion of the oily particles into a resin, in the center of the 
trunk. This is brought on by some disease, and the tree in 
time dies of it. This species of trees abounds on the Isth- 
mus, and also in India. Of all perfumes, this resin is the 
most grateful to Oriental nations ; it is k ^ stimulant, cor^ 
roborant, cephalic, and cardiac." Its scent is used against 
vertigo and paralysis. In still continuing my survey of the 
natural productions of this bounliful and productive country, 
I am led to notice several species of Sebestens or Cordi- 
aceae. They are peculiar to the tropics ; the flesh of their 
fruit succulent, mucilaginous, and emollient, as it is seen in 
the Cordia Myxa and Latifolia. The smell of their nuts 
when cut is heavy and disagreeable, while tiie taste of the 
kernels is like that of fresh filberts. These are the true 
Sebastens of the European Materia Medica. Cordia Myxa 
of this order is reckoned one orthe best kinds for kindling 
fire by friction ; and it is said to have furnished the wood 
from will* li tlie Egyptians constructed their mummy-cases. 

This country is not destitute of its pineries ; for various 
species of the order of Pinaceae (Conifers) exist in the high 
altitudes of the central division, and would soon be turned 
to account, when tlie plains of this fertile, yet distracted 
territory may be settled by those, whose purposes it shall be 
to use and distribute the bounties of nature. 

Already in these letters I have alluded to the plant called 
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Vanilla aromatica ; however I desjre to mention this species 
of Orchids again, in order to have their properties more 
generally known. 

VaniUa is one of tlie most delightfiil aromatics yet dia^* 
covered. The substance called by this name in the shops 
is the dried fruit oi the Vanilla plauitolia, and other spe- 
cies i these^contain « great deal of essential oil, and of ben* 
sole add, and tltey are ns^^as a stomacliio ; while some of 
them are considered to contain anthelmintic and diuretic 
properties. 

Several species of the order of Oliveworts have been 
noticed in this territory. The expressed jiiioe from the 

kind termed Olea europaea is called Olive oil, the mf dicinal 
properties of which are demulcent, emollient and laxative. 
It enters extensively into the preparation of phisters, lini* 
ments, cerates, ointments, and enemas. As an external 
applu'iitiou, accompanied by long continued friction of the 
skini it has been found beneficial in preventing the conta- 
gious influence of the plague. The bark is bitter and astrin- 
gent, and has had a great reputation as a substitute for 
Cinchona. It also yields a gum-like substance, once in 
repute as a vulnerary. Its wood is extremely durable, and 
dose-grained* 

Several species of CSedrelads flourish in the northern and 

sonthern divisions ; the wood of this order is generally fra- 
grant and aromatic The bark of tiie Cedrela is fragrant 
and resinous ; while that of Cedrela Toona and Swietenia 
Mahagoni is highly medicinal, and is accounted febrifugal ; 
the former is a powerful astringent ; and though not bitter 
it is a tolerably good substitute for the Peruvian bark in 
the cure of remitting and intermitting fevers. Satin*wood 
is the produce of the kind termed Chloroxylon Swietenia, 
which is one of the plants that yield the wood oil of India. 
Mahogany is the timber of Swietenia Mahagoni, which is 
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80 Tttliiable for various puipoaMy a description of whidb I 

kave already given. 

In this review I must not omit to mention a few species 
of the order of SpurgewortSi as abonndiiig in this profific 
land. The Grotonio species are cons^ered inportant for 
medicinal purposes ; as Crotons perdicipes, campestris, 
balsamiler, thuriferi adipatus^ b ami lis, origanifolius, and 
uveiis* Frankincense is extracted frcon Crotons Ihnrifer 
and adipaiiis. However, the most important among the 
aromaiic Spurgeworts are the species which yield Casca- 
rilia, a valuable bitter, tonic, aromatic, and fitimulent bark, 
and which also inhabit the West Indies* It is certain that 
the Cioton pseudo-China furnishes Cascarilla in the low 
tropical portions of Mexico, where it is called Quina blanca, 
and Capalche bark. 

In observing more particnlarlj the natural productions 
of this favored land, several species of Mastworts |»«sent 
themselves for important commereial consideration; the 
more especially the kind called Quercus Suber. 

The white and live Oaks also abound, as well as a few 
others adapted to dying. The fixed acids, called Quercitan- 
aic and Gallic, which have the power of guarding the 
animal and vegetable fibre from decay, are abundant in 
many, of the Oaks inhabiting this country, whose bark is 
therefore, invaluable for tanning. 

The yellow dyeing bark, called Quercitron, belongs to 
Quercus tinctoria. Within the tropics this order of trees 
abounds in the high lands, and is unknown in the low alti* 
tudes. Quercus Suber produces the cork so well known, 
and so much used in the daily concernments of life. It is 
tlie external bark of this species, which is distinguished by 
the fungous texture of its bark, and the leaves are ever- 
greeny oblong, somewhat oval, downy undemeatd, and 
waved. In the collecting of cork, it is customary to slit it 
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with a knife, at certain distances, in a perpendicular direc- 
tioo from the top of the tree to the bottom ; and to make 
two incisions across, one near the top, and the other near 
the bottom of the trunk. For the purpose of stripping the 
bark, a curved knife with a handle at each end, is used. 
Sometimes k is ^stripped in pieces the whole length, and 
sometimes in shorter pieces^— cross outs being made at cer- 
tain intervals. After the pieces are detached, they are 
soaked in water, and when nearly drj, are placed over a 
fire of coalsy which blackens their external surface. 

By the latter operation deyare rendered smooll^aaid 
all the small blemishes are thereby concealed ; the larger 
holes and rrncks are filled up by the introdoction a£ soot 
asnd dirt. Thej are next loaded with weights to make them 
OTen, and are snbseqnentlj dried and packed iii bdles for 
exportation. When burnt, cork constitutes that light black 
substance known by the name of Spanish black. The corks 
for bottles are cut lengthwise of the bark, and consequeDtlj 
liie pores lie across. After the outer bark is taken off of 
the tree, a new epidermis is formed, which, in six or seven 
years, becomes fit for use^ and thus the world is furnished 
with ewrk. 

In looking over the order of nature within the tropics, 

especially equatorial America, one's admiration is a^eea- 
bly heightened when he beholds and studies the peculiari- 
ties of Mangroves. Hie hark of this order is usually as- 
tringent, wbrle the fimit of the kind called Rhiaophora 
Mangie is reputed to be sweet and edible ; and the juice, 
when fermented, forms a light wine. To impart the pecu- 
Uarities of die Mangrove tribe, I cannot bnt fhll in rapture 
with the graphic description given by Dr. Wm. Hamiltooy 
which is as luiiows : 

^ In the economy of nature the Mangrove perfonns a 
BMSt important piart, wresting annually £resh portioaa of the 
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land from the (lorniiilon of the ocean, and adding them to 
the dominion of man. This is eiilected in a twofold manner, 
the progresaive adyance of the roots, and hj the aerial 
germittatiai d the seeds, which do not quit their loAy cra- 
dle till they have assumed the form of actual trees, and 
dsQp into the water with their rootjs ready prepared to take 
possession of the mud in advanoe of their parent stems. 
The progression by the means of the roots is effected by 
fresh roots which issue from the trunk at some distance 
above the surface of the water, and arching downwardSy 
penetrate the mud, establishing theniselyes as the pioneers 
of fresh invasions of the retiring element. In this manner 
the ])l;ints, soon after this descent from their parent trees, 
eontiuue, during their early years, to advance steadily for- 
ward till tiiey have obtained a height of about fifleen feet, 
and gained a position considefably ill advance of their pa- 
rent trunks. After this fewer additions are made to the 
rootSy but the head begins to expand in every directionf 
■pt^ading its bnmches on all sides. These branches in 
their torn send down loiSg slender roots, like those of the 
Banyan tree, which, rapidly elongating, descend from all 
varieties of height, and reaching the water penetrate the 
mudf becoming in turn independent trees ; thus a compli- 
cated labyrinth is at length formed. Almost every part of 
the Mangrove, the bark, roots, and the fruit more particu- 
larly, abounds in an astringent principle, which is success- 
fully applied to the purposes of tanning. For external ap- 
plication, In arresting hemorrhi^ and disposing malignant 
ulcers, to assume a healthy action, a decoction of the bark 
has been found mo^^t effectual by Dr. Barham, who informs 
usy in his wwky that he had a son * lhat was extraordinarilj 
full of the confluent small pox, the soles of whose feet sep- 
arated and came off like the sole of a shoe, and left his feet 
raw^ and so tender that he could not set them upon the 
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ground ; therefore he sent for some of the tan fat, or liquor 
of this barky Buch as the iwtiTes tan their leather with, and 
adding a Kttle alnm, boiled it down very strong, with which 
lie bathed his feet evei^v dav. and in about a wcck'.s lime 
his feet were as hard and as firm as ever, and be was able 
to walk about with shoes on.' For tanning, the Mangrove 
is said to be infinitely superior to oak bark, completing in ' 
SIX weeks an operation wliidi, with the latter, occupies at 
least six months ; and the sole leather so tanned is consid- 
ered to be far more lasting than any other. 

More than I should hare done, I have described the geo- 
graphical and topographical positions of the ten itory of 
Tehuantepec, and its* productions, both those which have 
been introduced^ and those indigenous to the soil, but for 
the deep interest and importance which this portion of the 
Mexican Re}>ublic is fast assuminji with reference to the 
traveling community, and the commercial afi'airs existing 
between the two oceans. 

No country is more kindly smjled on by the fecundity of 
nature, excitin*? man to w orks and deeds of greatness, still 
there is none which feels more the sting of indolence and 
Utter inactivity. It is sleeping the sleep of death I To a 
constdeable extent I have indulged myself in describing the 
indigenous |)roducts ; but it has been with a view to throw 
light upon all objects which have excited my attention re- 
specting this favored land. The productions of the States 
of Oajaca, Chiapa, Tobasco, and Vera Cruz, as well as 
Central America, and a large portion of South America, 
assimilate themselves to those under review in the territory 
of Tehuantepec, and would, to an industrious people, present 
a field as* truly romantic as grand, profitable as extensive, 
overshadowing the world besides. Americans of" late have 
by a foreign people, (nut only foreign by their very natures, 
but by foiUf) been termed a nation of filibusters 1 And why ? 
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because of a few restless spirits in our midst, who, perhaps, 
eyen at homey would rather steal thaa work. Bnt the spirit 
of thfe nniawful aggrandisement is not oimfined to a few 
restless Americans ; for it is widely spread among a class of 
foreigners who have immigrated to our shores, and who, 
finding a snbsiBtenee difficult without labor, faaye associated 
together, with a few unprincipled Ammcaas, and under the 
pretence of settlement in a foreign land, have assumed the 
rights which the compact of nations, nor the order of na- 
ture, can justify ; and fleeing horn the United States in thia 
eondition, and with this spirit, the American people in for- 
eie^n lands are consequently^ branded and aligmatized as a 
nation of ^busters I 

The compaet of nations nor the law of nature forbids the 
Immersion of one sorereigntj into thai of another, becaoae 
each is free to act in the same light as individuals compos- 
ing that sovereignty ; therefore, if the United States gov- 
ernment desires more territory, what natural right spring* 
up to prevent it from such purchase, any more than would 
if an indiyidaal wanted another farm ? It is the fact of the 
disposition of the United States to purchase territory that 
has characterized them as a band of filibusters abroad. That 
nations, in the character of filibusters^ have ever existed 
since the inception of human sodety,- it needs hut to turn 
over the astute pages of history to demonstrate. 

As X have already remarked, Americans desiring to 
trarel or settle in Mejuco should come here guarded by 
letters of introduction, which would pass them into the civtt 
bands of Mexican society ; and then conducting themselves 
with as much propriety and respect as they would claim at 
home from foreigners, they would not be disposed to com- 
plain of haTing come to so fair a land. 

More guarded than ever should the government of the 
United States be with respect to ftdmltting claims on the 
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pnrt of Americans against the Mexican govcrnmont, for my 
own experience and obcerratioa have taught me that too 
many of them are gross exaetions, origiiiatiiigfiroBi difficiil» 
ties wfaieh they have ineunred finam their own wilifiil ma- 
lignity of character. 

Near the large cities, and eyen towns and villages which 
I hare visited in Western Mezioo^ m j admiration was fre- 
quently excited to behoM, not distant from their borders^ 
high walls erected, embracing an area proportionate to the 
population, where lay the tombs of past ages 1 As among 
other ciyilised nations, liere I beheld the hand of art tiae- 
ing the deeds of tiiose who had aeqoired for themselveB 

. distin^ished merit These lines were written hy the sculp* 
tor's pen, ' 

By the eostom of the eonntryi as well as by its reHgioi^ 
the property or the relations of the one who is about to bo 
entombed, are forced to pay such an entrance fee ;is Pluto 
demanded of those who were to be ferried oyer the riyer 
Styx. In performing the last offices to the one departed 
the eeremony and proeession are in proportion to the 
amount paid ; and this would seem to warrant a person in 
the belief that mourners might be hired to perform their 
part of sadness and weeping. • Many of llie Hezican eem* 
eteries are beantilhlly ornamented with tropical shade and 
fimit trees, as well as by rose bushes and silver fountains. 

The comparatiye security which a man enjoys in the 
Bepublio of Mexico and that of the United States o^ 
America, with respect to personal rights, impresses one 
with wuuder and astonishment. In the one, settlements 
are confined to <^ities, towns, yillageSy haciendas or ranchoe^ 

^ thoagh mostly to the three former ; and beyond them, the 
sight is seldcMtt treated with smiling habitations and the 
promise of a future abundance ; for marauding ladrones are 
oyer on the alert to plunder the p^tftnres and granaries of 
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their abundance; while in the other, away A' ln cities, 
towQSy and TtUages, the watchman sleeps, and the keys of 
secority rnst for want of more use. 

In clof»in<]f this letter, while contemplating tlie nearer re- 
lations the two liepublics of North America are now, by 
treaty, and eemmercial stipnlaUons, making towards ap* 
proachin^ a unity of interest, and drawing closer those 
bands around scattered fragments of nations that Nature 
had designed, from the peculiar and^unscTerable sphere 
they occupy to represent but one Great People, I have 
felt, under the volition of my pen, the onward mardi of 
destiny marked out to the sovereign Suites, and constitju- 
tional compact of the J^orth. Theirs it is to navigate the 
nnsounded rivers, and set the huge leviathans snorting up 
the mountain streams, and wafting to the ocean and to 
every flag, the products of their newly acquired and lu st 
upturned soil ; as it is theirs to build the happy mart, and 
shoot the shuttled looms from growths of thw husy and 
adapted earth ; as it is theirs to build the scholar^s home, 
and spread the useful lore ; as it is their? to level the tow- 
ering mountains, and lay the iron bands ; also, as it is 
theirs to connect the most foreign parts -hy electric wii^ 
and thunder flieir lightning news ! 

Therefore, in purf»uance of the considerations here raued 
to view, friendship, mutual concession, and a desire to pro- 
mote reciprocal interests, should, in order to effect gi^t 
and noble ends in the present relationship in which the citi- 
zens ot the two Republics stand to each other, be written 
upon the brow, and be the Pillar of Light, which marks the 
path to mutual munificence and greatness.' 

In looking over the past history of Anahuac, of New 
Sj):iiii, lastly, the Republic of Mexico, the pen may 
certainly conclude it a country of strange ai^^ttftfrf / 
first, perhaps firom towards the Arctic eirde, hoping for a 
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warmer sun and a more congenial sky ; secondly, from 
sunoy Spain, the basis of hope was gold — the glittering 
metal ; and thirdly, the territory itself, the apparent object 
being political liberty, though, under the cover of ecclesi- 
astical despotism. In the prosperous rule of the Toltecs, 
the Grovernment of Anahuac seemed, from the scattered 
pages of history I have been able to peruse as to them, to 
partake of more liberal and enlightened views and prind- 
ples, with reference to the regulations of its political peace 
and prosperity, than under the arbitrary despotism of Mon- 
tezuma^ one of the most successful, yet the most avaricious 
of the past Indian chieflains. 

The settlement of Anahuac, under the auspices of the 
Spanish Grovemment, had but one absorbing motive in the 
fore-ground, which was to demand gold, and return with 
cargoes of the precious metal to the mottier^50untry, with- 
out advancing the steadfast prosperity, of the newly ac- 
quired El Dorado of the West ; and in this view, it was 
only the force of eircumHances^ tiiat caused the Sp&aiBh 
adventurers to depart, in the least, from a syslem, which, 
if pursued generally, would produce the most disastrous 
consequences to the prosperi^ of a State, or its dependency 

In the formation of this new Government, a moral code 
was not sufficient ; but that of past despotism and anarchy 
was the nucleus, as also the basis of thought, of action, and 
of politics, becoming thereby Church and State, bound like 
the culprit by a merciless few,, which, to the consternation 
of the nineteenth century, appalling as it may have been 
in all its forms, during the past centuries of its sway, has 
been perpetrated with as much tenacity and fixity of pur- 
pose, as that religious fanaticism, which ever seised the 
ancients; moreover, espri iully, their rulers, in every age 
of their municipal being, and which has ever desolated the 
liappy hearth-stones of the modems up to the present 
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period of time, through the means and subserving the pur- 
poses of ecelesiasticiU and political aspirants, desiring to be 
promoted to the first offices of the State. 

The pages of history abound with sanguine monuments 
erected to the iate ot past nations, who were ruled bj polit- 
ical religion alone, making no difference what that religion 
may have been, when it has had exelnsive eontrol of 
States ! The Chinese, the Tyrian, the Babylonian, the 
Kgjptian, the Assyrian, the Grecian, the Jewish, and the 
Boman, Governments of antiquity, as weU as all modem 
nations having their politics founded upon this basis, had 
fallen, have fallen, and are falling, mouldered, and moul- 
dering, in the design of their splendor, which the magni- 
ficence of their ezpectandes was, and may be^ intended to 
eclipse. 

The historic records gathered to delineate the prominent 
events of the Spanish Kepublies on the Continent of 
America, sinee the ISormation of their Constitutions, should 
Instigate and awaken in Ifae patriots of other nations, an 
enquiry into the cause of their anarchy, their ^\ ant of peace, 
and their almost total o\ erthrow and annihilation of per- 
sonal security and liberty, of rising prosperity and happi- 
ness, with one or iuH> radiating tnwianeei of exc^H&n, The 
mind of man, with such dark pictures presented to its con- 
ception, reason and judgment, should feel pained to read 
the accursed demonstrations of petty tynmny under the 
sanctity of the Gown, the garb of religion. 

The Catholic religion has not been alone in the endeavor 
to enslave mind and make it bow to a godly fow^ teaching 
it that holiness and righteousness should emanate only from 
the ostentations parade of pulpit sounds, sumptuous tapes- 
try, gewgaw pictures, and the tinkling of bells ; for, where 
is there a creed or a system of religion which now appeals 
to my pen to be noted in this letter Ibr its purity, and wliick 
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has never been used, for sinister ends^ar for cmupting 

influences upon the body politic, among its petty chieftains? 
And history has stumped that fact too deeply in the minds 
of the veUran Republicans of the United States, to be 
effaced for ages to come ; and that too^ when persecution 
was the order of Europe, and the heritage of America ! 
1^0 man can doubt the propriety ot religion, and that every 
prosperous people should possess the true principles of it; 
but then, it should be pure and unselfish ; it should not 
form the basis nor motive power to wield the State, IcLting 
that province ejLclusively alone to politics, with reference 
to whichi there will ever be two parties in a State^ divided 
In dieir notions, their reasons, and their judgments, as to 
such measures as will conduce to the greatest national good, 
without the coalition of religion. 

Longer than X should have done, I have required your 
attention, have been a pensioner at your will, and taxed 
your patience j aiid the only reward I may hope you to 
have received, is the pleasure of having perused these let* 
ters ; and that too, with a tolerant spirit of forbeaa'ancoi as 
I have made no effort to marshal elocution, in order to 
attract or please, but have been content to write as appear- 
ances, circumstances, conjunctures, and evidenceS| have 
' forcil^y struck iny mind, while making observations. 

In these many letters, it has been solely the endearor of 
the author to unfold truth, letting it touch whomsoever it 
might, and as it has appeared to him ; regardless of politics^ 
parties, religion, or the censure which he may incur, from 
a frank expression in disfavor of Church and State. He 
is aware of the unkind leelings which this may engender, 
in the minds of many persons of contracted notions ; how> 
ever, conviction would be brought home to such, should 
they visit this Republic, the theatre of political and relig- 
ious factions and revolutions I 
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More than three faandred years have elapsed since the 

Conquest of Anahuac ; and since that period, what has 
been its progress, and how much happier and better condi- 
tioned are the Indian bands, who now merely exist as ser& 
or apparent slaves, paying a pittance in order to live a pions 
and holy life, than their Forefathers were ? though cruel 
and wicked as they may have been, in offering human sac- 
rifices ; for in their wake and succession, human sacrifices 
have constantly been offered up, to appease Mars, the 
ancient God of war, even to the present time ! and who, 
and what have been the Actors and the consequences ? 
Who brought light and intelligence to this foreign kmd f 
and how have they been disseminated among the Wild 
Men of the Forest, and impressed upon their r^sons ? In 
this view, what are the consequences emanating from such 
light and intelligence, in the form of internal peace and 
personal security, of inland development and improve- 
ments, except those which pertain to a few personages ? who 
have been promoted thus at the sacrifice of the mass of the 
oonmiunity ! 

Adiosy 

Seflor, 

CufciNNATna. 
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